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Government With A T-Model Chassis

\I,THHL(;H North Carolina’s constitu-
£ tional commission is not expected
1 ntil late fall, guardians of
the \rm 1s quo are already erecting their
barricades against Change.

Maj. Gen Capus Wayni
the good fight for a brand new docu-
nt in 1933, told a newspaper gather-

in Chapel Hill four days ago: “I
really cannot say that the state urgently
needs a new constitution.”

The GreeNssoro DAy News, one of
North Carolina’s most influential news-
papers and a chronic complainer about
constitutional deficiencies, promptly be-
gan to warm up some second thoughts
of its own. Said the GDN this week: “Un-
1ess an extremely good case can he made
for the proposition that North Carolina
needs a completely new constitutional
document, the DaiLy News is inclined
to agree with Gen. Waynick that change
merely to improve the language and
eliminate clutter is not desirable.”

who fought

OTH Gen. Waynick and our Greens-

boro contemporary have their rea-
sons for their latter-day doubts. Many
of the reforms proposed in 1933 have
found their way into the old document
in the form of amendments of one sort
or another. More tinkering is antici-
pated to add the Bell Court Study Com-
mittee’s proposals to the document.
There is deep concern, too, about the
very nature of Change and its conse-
quences. Says Gen Waynick he trou-
ble with the business is that when you
change a constitution you discard a
great mass of clearly defined law and
you impair volumes of interpretation
that have accumulated through years
and years of the experience of the
people.”

But surely it is not being seriously
suggested that imperfection be perpetu-
ated because perfection is such a bother.

Both Gen. Waynick and the GDN con-
cede that the state’s present 1868 con-
stitution is a defective instrument of
government. Gen. Waynick, for instance,
sees “great need” for changes to relieve
the General Assembly of responsihility
for passing on the details of local gov-
ernment. The GDN feels that there may
be several areas where improvements
are “either desirable or imperative.”

Actually, it is hardly an exaggeration

to say that the state’s 1868 constitution
is a bundle of inadequacies. It contains
so much legislative adornment and po-
litical folderol that it is hardly worthy
of the term “constitution.” It has been
amended more than 60 times — furn-
ishing it with enough baffling and
schizoid divergences of purpose to qual-
ify it as a Rube Qoldberg cartoon.
. . .

UDGE JOHN J. PARKER once wrote:
o “The purpose of a state constitu-
tion is twofold: (1) to protect the
rights of the individual from encroach-
ment by the state; and (2) to promote a
framework of government for the state
and its subdivisions. It is not the fune-
tion of a constitution to deal with tem-
porary conditions, but to lay down gen-
eral principles of government which
must be observed amid changing condi-
tions.”

The 1868 constitution hardly passes
mrse fundamental tests with flying col-

I! is not only fat with unnecessary de-
fails and lean on principles. It is weak
and inconsistent in its approach to the
general executive authority of the state.
North Carolina is the only state in the
union which has neglected to give its
governor veto power over legislation en-
acted by the General Assembly. North
Carolina’s governor cannot even suc-
ceed himself in office under normal cir-
cumstances. Furthermore, the governor
has limited appointment power, no di-
rect power of supervision and little re-
moval power.

HESE and other deficiencies have

been discussed in Tar Heel news-
papers, by legislators and political scien-
tists for years Periodic patchwork has
made the constitution a crazyquilt of mi
matched design and self-defeating weak-
nesses. Additional patchwork cannot
remedy defects in design which are basic
The time is clearly ripe for a new con-
stitution giving North Carolina's citi-
zens a statement of governing prinicples
which will draw proper lines of author-
ity, responsibility and accountability.
The commission ought not to be bam-
hoozled by the guardians of the status
quo, It has a duty to Tar Heels of to-
day and tomorrow to perform. Let's

«get on with the job.

The Wage Bills Never Become Law

]‘ UTUAL backslapping provided most

of the noise at the state Demo-
cratic convention in Raleigh last weck
but in the background keen listeners
could hear portions of the party plat-
form collapsing

We refer particularly to the plank in
which the Demacrats, avowing tradition
al friendship to labor, “pledge our con-
tinued support to a program of humane
labor laws, safe and healthful working
nditions, and fair compensation for
the industrial workers.”

This friendship has failed noticeably
to bear any fruit for some 90,000 Tar
orkers unprotected by any sort
limum wage legislation. It cannot
be sald the Democrats are unaware of
the problem. After considering hills to
minimums for these
and 1855, Democratic
discussed a 75-cent

floor. Keeping right in step with the
cost of living. they were. But doing
something about the problem has been
entirely another matter. All this con-
sideration, even when accompanied by
admission that the paltriness of some
wages is a shame, has been entirely an-
other matter. Consideration has never
ended in approval by the Democratic-
controlled legislature.

On this matter, the Senate tradition
is to whittle minimum wage legislation
until it covers roughly one half of the
unprotected workers. The House {radi-
tion is to reject what is left of the leg-
islation

All of which goes to prave the poli-
tical platforms offer risky footing and
should be taken no more seriously by
the public than by the politicians—which
often is about as serious as a giggle

Pass The Humane Slaughter Measure

] EMANDS for humane slaughter leg-
p more letters into con-
lbags these days than any
issue
n for the manner in which
slaughtered may seem
the Cor <5 is busy
ng the lives and for-
iman beings. But it only seems
No civilized people can en-
cedless cru nor can they
when it i5 carried on

No one opposes humane slaughter, of
course. not even those meat packers who
3 t all of
th has been sufficient
osition to weaken proposed legisla-
smane slaughter
packers
iment

v of those

deral gove

From The Goldshoro News-Argus

The House has passed this require-
ment. The Senate should follow suit
and thus at least give a gentle nudge
fo wider use of humane slaughtering
methods in the packing industry. One
big packing firm has d
using on its own initiative a svstem
which knocks out animals instantly be-
fore the slaughtering process begins.

If the public was aware of the shock:
ingly cruel methods nsed in most slaugh-
fer houses today, stiffer legislation would
have been passed long ago. There is no
doubt about that

The Senate Agriculture Committee re-
cently refused to watch a sound film of
this process. We cannot blame it for
that, but the committee should remem-
her that the sight it avoids exists none-
th

MISSILES AND BASEBALL

Ivu““‘“ : “, ‘ryn.,-_'

nglon w
H,. n. director

Washing s
the Boston Red Sox Baseball won over
missiles. At our t
where Dr

cused themselves and rushed off to the
game even before the scientist was pre-
ed

We offer no criticism, however. In-
deed when the mind of man is so intent
upon relaxation and enjoyment, condi-
s are pretty safe for the country
Sputniks and satellites must not too long
get top billing in our minds. If they did,
it would be just too bad.

P.S. What hapy

at our table hap-
Iess degree at the
0 had sat down to

your husb:
n asked the youn,
you get?” She
nt, then: “A para
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‘Don’t Fret, Chile! Pappy Won't Let “Em Take Y'Alive’

Rules Of War Must Change

By MURRAY SNYDER
Assistant Secretary Of De’ense For Public Affairs

Editors' Note: In an Armed Most of our fighti

Forces Day address here last today
week, the President’s military re- on a
organization plan way explained  basis

and advocated by Murray Snyder, tion would make expl

assistant secretary of defense for  thorily

public affairs, In excerpts from fense to estah
his address printed below, Mr. fied comrmaids
Snyder discusses the “major rev. bill would
olution” in the field ot military concerning the authority
operations. fied commanders to exercise di

rect control over military
aned to them

as:

(QNE OF the most provoc
topics of conversatio
the present time is President Ei-

senhower’s plan to make certain  Tha b

changes in the setup of the De.
partment of Defense The
partment is the nerve cen
national security. With its
lion appropriation, it is the
single operation in the ¢
There is nothing v
tionary or startling in what the
President proposes. It is merely
a declaration that some of
traditional methods of yesterday
have become outmoded. It is
a fact that in the realm of mil-
itary operations we have heen wit
nessing a major revolution, The
whole technique of warfa
undergone drastic chanzes
live in an aze of th:
weapons so. proficient
have raited the
itary destructivens
thing ever wn hefore.
izational changes must
to the new conditions
find ourselves unprepared to m

MAJOR CHANC

Let's ce
Jor chan

wsider a few of the ma.
es which the President
SPES as ntial to the effective
direction of our defenze establ;
ment—in peace time as well a
in war

It is the President’s judgmen
that American fighting forces
should be o
tied operational co
secretary of  defen

over these comm:
would exercise this

hrowgh

the military depat
ecutive adent.

There is nothi

r ing or
in this concept of unified c
e

and air into g
mands wa: wnstrated in

rope and the Pacific in World ing
War 1l and the an War, searc;
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Editors’ Note: Drew Pearson Is now
in Europe and reports on the French
crisis from Paris.

PARIS
get almost any opinion you
want of the most important man in
France today, but the probable fact
knows what Gen, De
on such important
as Algeria, least of all the
ers in Algeria who want him
to take over
Those who know De Gaulle intima
however, say that his ideas are so
gressive that the Algerian colonialists
would be shouting out of the opposite
side of their mouths if they really knew
them. De Gaulle favors a confedera
of North Africa linking Morocco, Al
geria and Tumisia, with virtual independ
ence for Algeria

A Combmuhon

ked

the heaviest
Hi when

be
ary of state, referred o De Ga

secre
organization as the “So-called Free
French.

at the g pULL.OUTS

o amount of money not ear-marked
The President’s plan provides
for giving the Joirt Chiefs an ex

z3

commands can be mel"prom

through can be financed without

panded
which would
nized in troly uni- plans for the Defense Deparime
ands. The and at
would be  ground
given full and direct authority week as
s and he the secrelary of defense and the
r Joint Chiefs.
Joint Chiefs of Staff, eliminating The President
phatically that his rear zaniza ation
plan does not cantempl

great nation of ours into a mil

up some bright morning V)u‘ help.

composition "ot the
Marine Corp
The sef

continue to perform th
functions

0irs as v\mrm.\ nl a ImHl

Churchill called a press con
ich he blasted De Gaulle as

In Churchill’s Hair

11 found him to be temperamental
0

French and Arabs in Syria aga
and claimed De Gaulle lean-
French - Russian contro] of
y De Gaulle has proved
himself strongly anti-Russian and anti-

'\nn m\n governments col

FDR & De Gaulle
It was FDR, however, who ridiculed De
rhaps more than Churchill, He bright idea

“But a host of hm‘.-n are hou

and Churchill tried to get De

unwillingness. to  compro;
which many French felt had sumated

down the river; second, FDR said that De (
ng dramatic

was the begi
s¢ toward De
is the incident as wn used to

o offered to take over the

Paris Conceals Her Fears
With Rich & Elegant Looks

By MARQUIS CHILDS

PARIS

)\LY A great novelist or a

master historian atthe
height of his powers could do full
justice to Paris at this moment
when so much for the future of
France and the West hangs in
the balance.

The surface has the same rich,
elegant look that is uniquely Pa-
risian and that may even be en-
hanced by the threat of disaster
in the air. After a long, cold, wet
delay, spring has at last come
and everything in those sentimen-
tal songs about Paris in the
springtime — if one lnnkx onh‘
at the surface — seems be
true.

The broad sidewalks along the
Avenue Champs Elysees that
sweeps so magnificently up to the
Arc de Triomphe are crowded
with strollers who move leisurely
in the sun. They accept as a kind
of spectacle the security police
and gendarmes who mass along
the avenue and around the arc
where the eternal flame to
France's Unknown Soldier is burn-
ing at any intimation that a dem-
onstration may be held. The side-
walk cafes are so crowded that it
is difficult to find a table at noon
or in the early evening

DIAMONDS AND RUBIES

In the Place Vendome, the jew-
elers' windows are full of dia-
mond necklaces and bracelets glit-
tering like icicles. Emeralds, ru-
bies, star sapphires — everything
is there for a price — and it is
a very high price.

An American collector in Paris
for the first time in many years
visited the gallery of the dealer
who handles Bracque, one of the
greatest of the post-impressionists
who is still living but who is so
ill that he no longer paints. The
American saw just the picture he
wanted. The price: $85,000,

HOTELS FULL

The luxury hotels are filled to
capacity, one reason heing per-
haps that high Paris prices, which
in rece years kept some tour-
ists away. are now matched a
most everywhere else in [

s 0 hotel manager p
ing for today
s 1f 1 don't

I don't know what I'm
do

The sensalia
has run ahsurd s
Mirror, with its five mi

culation, solashed across the nm
page, “Flight From Paris" re.

ort exodus. It was, of
course, that a pleasure-bent week

enders
Paris

v all this there may be an
after me the deluge
is not obvious in a scene
is so abnorm
city. an extraordinary society
that is sitling for ifs portrait
dressed to the nines and with a
smile as natural as though it were

ing the highways out

al—a

People's

Propaqanda Made
Halo For Murderer
Whitey!

vs. Th
\II ARE '\'l\ ~|~'.‘

relevant  propagand
lished as a ki M of 'v alo surround
ing the youth on trial
before him Chest * Morris
in mposing the maximii prison
ided by la I\i
huted greatly
istration Justice in .\"rlh l:lr
olina

The dastardly, cold-blooded, un.
nd apparently_unre
|

mignti provided by lw. The! Fead
ing m ic ha

and  re o1
is young man has been an o
standing student—not so testified
by his teacher; that he has heen
thlete, which e
should have inculcaled manhood
and the highest respect for young
womanhood, and womankind as a
whole: that he is the son of a
highway patrolman, which is not
only wholly irrelevant, but none
of these ‘“achievements'
any delense wha
enormous  crime

any
sane mind,

in the summer ed

PREMIER FLIMLIN
The Price Will Go U

certain there was mothing ahead
but summer and a long holiday
at the seaside.

Just below the surface the
changes are beginning to occur,
and even if France escapes disas-
ter, they are bound to come fast-
er and faster. The lough new
Minister of the Interior, Jules
Moch. has clamped a number of
restrictions under the emergency
powers granted by Parliament.

POLICE PERMIT

No Frenchman can leave
France without a special police
permit. This is a little late, since
Jacrues Soustelle and other de
Gaullists and violent anti-govern-
ment men have already escaped
to Algiers, where they have
joined the secessionists. Newspa-
pers are subject to censorship
Individuals may be arrested and
held without trial, and a number
of arrests have been made in
Paris and elsewhere

But these changes are as noth-
ing compared to those which must
come in the economic field if the
gavernment v government,

ether by General
les de Gaulle or the Cabinet
combination under Premier Pierre
fli ace up to the war
nslem rebels in Al-
is means to

pasi
the ( m nf’ ,.Mml
190 m

Platform

Today there are too many
crimes committed agalnst Wwome
d old, and the sen
sed by Judge Morris
a precedent for punish.

similac crimes comm

ted by men, young and old, h

12 he

e

@ our courts for
pent
—Wm. F. JONES

Voters Should Send
Bell Back To Senate

Charlotte
Editors, The News
LEASE allow me space in
your most valuable paper to
press my opinion of the threa
candidates for the State Senate,
I have made a close study of the
three and of their past records
and 1 have come to the conclu-
sion that J. Spencer Bell is het.
ter qualified to serve the voters
of Mecklenburg than the other
two.

His record in the Senate has
proved that he is well qualified
for the job. What we need in
the Senaie is a man with experi.

e and ability. Bell i< the man
and should be sent back to the
Senate.

—L. L. CHILDRESS

mportant Man In France

During the war the French worshiped

He had become a symbol of
To many he is still that symbol
zed this fact
Churchill wanted fo fire I suggested fo W
X ‘wued that he had “*Let’s have a s ot gt s
a symbol that the British hotguz wediing
Id not tear down the man they had

“We made numerous overtures to hoth
sides with no success,” explained FDR,
“Giraud was willing, but De Gaulle turn.
down flat. Finally

in desperation,
nston Churchill

Big Laugh
Churchill got a big laugh out of this
Roosevelt went, on fo explain that h

accused him of sirring Bromised to produce the bride—Giraud—

nst

out his

Churchill would provide the groom—
De Gaulle. Churchill said he would carry

nally came the day of th
L y e wedding.

the church, the padre (FDR

pointed to himself), the bride and the

together, The incident is im- dent
sse it showed Do  blanca within the next 24 hours
However, the wedding

:n‘. of Ameri

in this hou

gun. But the groom failed to show up
“The situation ‘ooked pretty n.,‘mu "
Roosevell continued, “But then [ had i

telling the story of how he “Who pays De Gaulle?" he asked
ulle and  Churchill
hy commander at Believe it or nol,” added the Presi

“De Gaulle showed up in Casa

n n.
De Gaulle was too stubborn

lle was constantly

18 15 a great soul
," he said one day




