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Will Military Unity Remain A Phantom?

lN A pre-Faster pat-on-the-back Speak-
er Sam Rayburn praises his House
colleagues for “one of the most impos-
ing programs of far-reaching legislation
that has heen enacted in many years in
so short a time"

Almpost all of the 27 bills and resolu-
tions whose approval prompted Mr
Rayburn's praise involved the appropria-
tion of money. Without disparaging the
purposns of the appropriations or the
amount of study that preceded them, it
can be sald fairly that spending mone:
during a business recession is hardly
fair test of Congress' statesmanship.

One such test will be waiting whe
Congress returns from its Easter vac:
tion. President Eisenhower stated it
forcefully yesterday in his measure re
questing reorganization of the Pentagon
to equip the nation with a truly unified
fighting force, The President’s statement
of what must be done is a foreboding
index of what has not been done in
years of tired talk about military unifi-
cation. Said the President:

“Strategic and tactical planning must
be completely unified, combat forces or-
ganized into unified commands, each
equipped with the most efficient weap-
ons system that science can develop,
singly led and prepared to fight as one,
regardless of service.” Disclaiming any
attempt to destroy the identity of the
individual services, the President said
nevertheless that “separate ground, sea
and air warfare is gone forever” and op-
erational commands must become “truly
unified, efficient military instruments™

These words of the President seemed
to be d snugly to the concept of
oushbutton warfare, the advent of which
Congress is hastening by expenditure of

billions on missiles, satellites and nu
clear-powered submarines. It would
seem that Congress would be eager to
mold info the military organization the
same capacity for instantaneous, coor
dinated action that is being built into
military weapons. It is certain that Con-
gress wants a military team that can
win any sort of war, regardless of the
ground rules.

But the achievement of these goals
vill place a stupendous strain on an elec:
ion-year Congress primarily interested
king economic tonic for the home-
Deeply involved in shaping the

“ind of fighting force the President
vants is a reduction not only in the
lependence of the separate

services
sach of which has patronage-swi |
alliances with powerful congressional
chieftains, but also a lessening of. Con-
% purw .string power over military

he (rrmz-ndnus complexity
task of unifying services devoted to
aged traditions of separateness, Con-
gress will find decisive and significant
action a tall order of business

One thing seems clear—that if the
President considers his duty done when
he has prnpmod Im\m a Congress to dis:
pose as it pl another President
will in future vear« be making the same
tind of fervent plea to Congress tha
1e has just made.

Before Congresss moves {0 reorganiz
‘he Pentagon, Congress itself must re-
irganize some of its most treasured
dyed-in-politics notions about the mili-
tary. Until some evidence of its ability
to do this is shown, Speaker Rayburn's
happy estimate of Congress' perception
will remain open to serious question,

Get Up, You Lazy Frogs, And Jump

NYONE hereabouts who may be har-

boring the idea of a spring festival
for Charlotte (and there'll always be a
publicity man), should be apprised fully
of the hazards invelved

One of the best known sprine whoop-
de-dos is Washington’s Cherry Blossom
Festival. Although everything short of
an act ° Congress—includin® smudge
vots and hormones—was used to make
the trees hloom, they declined And so
on festival day there was much march-
ing about in the jcy mists with nary a
spot of natural color to brighten the
proceedings,

The azaleas 2t Wilmington displayed
similar orneriness. The Azalen Festival
t on, but without blooms. The buds
refused to helieve that the sun was shin-
ing even though festival officials held
sun lamps over them.

All this is dreary enough, but some-
how less disheartening than the pre.
dicament in which promoters of the
Dare Coast Pirates Jamboree find them-
selves, It's a mite more difficult to hold

we

a frog-jumping contest without frogs
than it is to hold an azalea festival with.
out azalea blossoms. And the frogs
which are expected to show their form
in the jamboree's contest seem to be
sleening in this year.

Kitty Hawk's Orville Baum who
‘rained “Atom Baum,” the high jumper
of last year's festival. has not lost hppe
“If we can get local frogs awakened in
‘ime for some training before our
horee contest April 26." he said. )m-
lieve we can send a winner to (the in-
ternational jumpine frog jubilee)
California this year

Spoken like 2 true promoter. but you
may

note that there is a world of dif-
ference between awakening a frog and
interesting him in a game of high
hurdles

All in all, Charlotte seems fortunate
to have its big festival in November,
The Carolinas Carrousel doesn't have a
carrousel. of course, but then nobody
expects it to. and if thev did, one could
be purchased without getting involved
in the abberations of spring

Must We Beware Of Ballerinas, Too?

'I‘Il!i dourest miserabilist in U.S. dip-
lomatic history must surely be Johr
Dulles. He is not only given

praisals” of past peril
mfortless kind of fatal
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man’s theoretical brain."

One large, more or less fat animal,
Walt Kelly, known to millions the
oldest boy cartoonist in the game, will
serve ultant to the group. inas
much as his experience with humans
covers nearly a half century. “I have
had many experiences with humans,”
said Kelly, “Those who do not helieve
in hum 25T aeror nGH they ex-
ist, science to the contrary.”
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‘See! I'm Highly Recommended, Bub’

One Pollyanna To Another

WASHINGTON

EAR JOE
Well, the time has come,
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By STEWART ALSOP

America's Best Hope

mportant that the Russians didn't
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When we started our partner
ship on January 1, 1946, the two
great processes which have dom.
inated all the years that followed
were already visible. One was the
creation and growth of the vast
new Soviet - Communist empire.
The other was the development of
new weapons which will make it
possible for man to write finis to
the story of his (and no doubt
all the other higher animals’) life
on earth.

PESSIMISTS?

We have always agreed abso-
lutely that it was our function as
newspapermen to report serious-
ly, and write seriously, about
these two processes. Because we
have done so, we have been
called pessimists and doom mer-
chants But | have been leafing
back through those two and a
half million words, and 1 really
think that we are mare open to
the charge of excessive optimism

We have generally underesti
mated the capacity of the Com-
munist half of the world to ex.
pand and consolidate its power
to increase its military-industrial
base. to withstand such shocks
s Stalin's death and the Hunga
rian revolt. And we have also un
derestimated the of scientif
ic progress (if that is the correct
towards the peoint where
another great war will destroy all
forms of life above the level of
the praying mantis

have heen
Pollyannas. And we
Pollyannas, perhaps.
sense as well. For we
7 ys felt in our )\cml«
f the people of the
and the West are hm ly
and _intelligently informed
both freedom and civilization will
somehow survive. And so. as we
prepare to carry on separately
with the kind of reporting each
hail and fare
fror

sense we
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Woe In Wisconsin

GOP s Panicking

By DORIS FLEESON

MILWAUKEE
wlSCONSlN Republicans are
panicking in this state where
Democrats have given them very
little trouble since the Civil War.
GOP officeholders are making
of the hard political news
wuh their outcries against the Re-
publican administration in Wash-
ington. Their displeasure has
fanned out from Secretary of Ag-
riculture Ezra Taft Benson to Sec-
retary of State Johr Foster Dulles
and the President himself.

The party factionalism which
had its start in the controversies
engendered by the late Sen. Jo-
seph R. McCarthy is on the in-
crease. Most Republicans safely in
office — including Gov. Vernon
Thompson, who is up this fall —
are planning lone-wolf campaigns.

LAST STRAW

No local Mark Hanna has shown
up behind the scenes to take the
place of Tom Coleman, the soft-
spoken, tough-minded Madison in-
dustrialist who for years beat the
politicians* heads together with
one hand and filled the party
coffers with the other

The recession,
the steady drop in farm prices, is
the last straw for the party so
long in power, The industrial areas
and farm trading centers both re
port the pinch.

RICH AND DIVERSIFIED

This is a rich and diversified
state. The drop in prosperity is
estimated at 6 to 8 per cent, over
all, and there is still widespread
well-being. But that loss of confi-
dence about which President Eis-
enliower complains seems to be
present. Individuals says: “The
President says savings are up.
Whose savings® mine.  Not
my peighbor's.”

In such a situation the party
out of power has nowhere to 2o but
up. That it had started upward
was disclosed in the dramatic up.
set Senate victory scored last sum
mer by Democratic William Prox
mire. " Proximire won countics

EE
WALTER KOHLER
0ld Wounds

People’s Platform

following upon:

WILLIAM PROXMIRE
New Blood

Democrpts always gave up as
hopeless; he scored heavily in
small towns and cities which were
bedrock Republican strength,

HE'LL WIN AGAIN

Political observers feel that
with his terrific campaigning
ability, Proxmire will win again

Some think he will win so big
he can help into office Tt
son's probable opponent,
Gaylord Nelson. Nelson is
popular with his party, proba-
bly more so than Proxmire. But
Democrats privately complain he
is lazy

The Republican effart to offer
competition to Proxmire got off
the ground when a respected
Supreme Court justice, Roland
Stinle, resigned from the Supreme
Court to make the race. Other
possibilities are former Gov. Wal-
ter Kohler, trounced by Proxmire
last summer, and former Repre-
sentative Glenn Davis, the Me-
arthyite who lost the GOP nom-
ination to Kohler and sulked In
his tent during the election cam.
paign,

OLD WOUNDS

It would seem that either a
Kohler or a Davis candidacy
would reopen old wounds, Yet not
everyone believes that Stinle, who
is in his sixties, could be effec-
tive on the hustings against Prox-
mire,

Except for a vocal but small
minority, Wisconsin seems to pre-
fer 1o forget about its late sena-
tor, whose vrief span aroused so
much controversy and gave the
nation a synonym for the Know-
Nothing Party. Plans made for
an claborate McCarthy memori-
al servige in the state capital
have never materialized Some
Democrats wish they would
Their argument is that reviving
the memory of McCarthy would
give Demacrats no votes, but
would lose ahout 30,000 for the Re-
publicans who have abandoned
him.

p-
Stale

Know-Nothingism

Rock Hill, §. C.

Editors, The News
HESE must be frustrating
times for economics profes-
sors. How does one teach eco-
nomic erises? Though there ap-
pears some clear evidence of a
radual the
classic picture fails to material-
ize. The period should he char.
acterized by restriction of cred
attempts to lig-
business fail

mic  decline

falling
uidate

prices.
numerous
ures. However none of
symptoms is visible.

these

Prices rise, credit is expand
and the

d, business hangs an
imemployment figur
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onfidence, a rise in eost of
fuction,

raw

bond prices kept firm
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aph. The patient is sick
ows norie of the usua
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uch echoes
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Republic,
Depression: Do

Like all economic
this writer has tron
two thin dimes to rub together
Perhaps what we need in Wash.
ington are men who admit: “We

don't know* But every politi-
cian must sound off as if he
was an Adam Smith and Thor-
stein Veblen, If all of them
would admit they would have
trouble making a living out in
the economic dog-fight and real-
ize that jobs and more jobs
are the cure and make work, get
the els and hammers mov-
t the houses built, widen
and straighten the roads, build
more hospitals, print more pa-
pers, make more cotton goods
and nylons, so that the mer-
chants can put more sell in
their lives and banks keep the
money moving, then we would
be headed for better times.

—WILLIAM MARCH

BERNARD BARUCH
Shades Of 1932!

immediately returned to an

Florida

airport in

( circles state
times carried arms
sions transgol
olutionary activities against Batista
phy disappeared shortly after
1956

1t's reported that the investigat
being made into Murphy's
with Cuban revolutionaries may lea
surprising revelations involving some big
names in Cuba and the United States.

Snow Takes Its Toll

It is now the first of April and so
v we had two weeks ago is
in the shadow of the house

The snow was so heavy it broke
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13, how helpless we would be in case of an
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The United States has never been at
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more tha
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When we had to fight wars
fought them abroad. We haven't kn
what it was to have our houses blow
up, our electricity eut and water turng
off.

If there is ever atomic
these things will all

its own continental
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happen

at home,
Preparedness
This is not a very happy thouzht to be
Bt |

peace-loving

1f we just get b
each other we don't
suspicious of each

war, however,
right here

‘Missing” U.S. Pilot Reported In Cuba

TON

like each other

Iron Curtain® to k P T
But now they seem anxious and
willing to get acquainted with us. When
a friend of mine went to Moscow he said
he couldn’t buy a meal for himself on
the train because so many Russians want-
ed to entertsin him and make him feel
1t home
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