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Two-In-One Tax Bills? Now's The Time

( N the question of consolidating the
tax departments of Charlotte and
¢ County. the City Council
{ better left unpassed.

s tax office would offer the
public considerable and immediately ap-
parent rewards in convenience, economy
and efficiency. Surely it is one of the
most popular proposals to come down the
a moon. It already has
the active support of strong community
organizations, key civic leaders and rank
and file taxpayers who are understand-
ably enthus| out any government.

ramp in many

with all of the elab-

proaching the
@ fox terrier facing

orate warine
his second porcup
Admittedly, comy

lete consalidation will
that

take time. This duplex bureaucr;
has grown up over the years cannot and
probably should not be dismantled with-
out a great deal of prudent thought
about what the new tax machinery will
be like.

But surely one simple step toward
consolidation can be made now—this

week—without any great tremors of ap-

prehension o dismay. That is approval
of a single lax bill for both the city and
the county tax offices.

This single saving represents one of
the best arguments for tax consolidation
and there is no reason why taxpayers
should not be enjoying its benefits even
before a formal merger is approved
As the Chamber of Commerce has
pointed out, there is an opportunity here
to eliminate 46497 extra tax bills, the
same number of expensive envelopes
and some $3.190 in post

Obviously, the Council should approve
the single billing procedure without any
additional delay

It should be kept in mind, however
that single billing is no substitute for a
full consolidation of tax operations in
Mecklenburg in the very near future
Most taxpayers will not be satisfied for
long with anything less than the most
efficient, effective .uul convenient form
of revenue system. They do not intend
to support into eternity two political
leviathans with dup]umo facilities and
two public servants for every public
function,

Will Democrats Mind Their Business?

F ANY Democrat hereabouts has a

hankering to be the life of the party
all he has to do is turn up at the party
precinct meetings May 3

The party in Mecklenburg obviously
needs some new life, some infusion of
grass roots sentiment, some discussion
of its chronic inclination toward listless-
ness. It needs all of these things flow-
ing up from the precinct meetings be-
cause there is no such thing as a trickle
down theory in politics. Occasionally a
strong Jeader is able to activate a list-
less party, but only momentarily. Citi-
zen interest and citizen organization are
the only means of sustaining party
strength and party purpose

Reports that there is to be a battle for
control of the precincts and thus of the
party in Mecklenburg is welcome news
indeed. There was no “battle” two years
ago when the Love faction took over the
party organization Rep. Love correctly
concluded that no one was tending store
and deciding to tend it himself. There
have been mutterings, grumblings and
grudges ever since, but this is far better
than the sweef silence that had pre-
vailed

There is no need to fear control of the
party by any group when a group of
representative citizens are in control of
the precincts. Insignificant as they may
seem, the precincts can have a f. dch-
ing power. They can decide who is to
fill vacant offices, strongly influence the

quality of candidates, and the content
of vlatforms

Too often the people who should be
at precinct meetings voting their con
victions are grumbling about “bosse:
and the low auality of political leaders.
The fact is they are grumbling about
their own anemic interest in their own
affairs. For the people who don’t at-
tend precincet meetings decide the qual-
itv of politics just as certainly as those
who do.

Democrats who have or want |n have
pride in their party ought to attend the
precinet meetings May 3. It's their
business. and if they don’t attend to it
someone else will

How To Get Ahead

POSSIBL\' the sexiest call to duty in
military history has been issued by
chief of

Lt Gen. Arthur G. Trudeau
research and development, US. Army
“History, like a fascinating woman,

bestows her favors on the bold
never on the bashful
Let's tighten our belts

only
and the strong:
and the weak

and set our jaws—all together—not to
recede, not to mark time ... Awake,
America, Advance!"

While the bold will be seducing his-
tory. general. ¥ ve it on rather good
authoritv that the meek will be inherit-
ing the earth

That ‘Silly Bauble’ Sails On & On

HAT “silly bauble,” as the adminis-
tration termed the first Soviet satel-
lite, keeps sailing into the President’s
press conferences.
Almost as if by habit recently Mr
Fisenhower has been inveighing against
“sputnikism," and urging Americans not
to become “sputniky” about their prob-
Jems. His repeated use of the word
seems to involve a mixture of defensive-
ness and derision toward the uproar that
followed the Soviet triumph, and some
fondness for the dreamy complacency
the uproar fractured for a moment
But it is interesting to note that fol
lowing the uproar, and the outbreak of
“sputnikism” in the US., the administra-
tion undertook a number of actions. in-
cluding these:
A sharp increase in
budget.

the defense

From The Greensboro Daily News

A reorganization of the Pentagon
A reversal of cutbacks in research
programs

The dispersal of Strategic Air Com-
mand bases,

A program fo .-muh age training of
more scientists

The appointment of a science advisory
committee fo advise the President

An increase in the tempo of certain
weapons development projects

Recommendations for a space agency

Were all these things undertaken
merely fo please an excited public, or
did “sputnikism” push the administra-
tion toward decicive actions that it had
complacently delayed?

The spot of the sputnik just won't
wash out. no matter how much the Presi-
dent deplores the excitement it sed

A BOOZY BIRD STORY

1A the Shelby Daily Star we note
that “O Max Gardner Jr's secre-
called fo report that he and his
iily are finding a onelegged Bal
re oriole fascinating as he maneu-
vers around their patin They have bird
feeders in the vard which probably
lured the handicapped bird to a free

believe not
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ed robin showed
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through the summer but returned for
a short time—what then happened to
him we Irmv nmfnu- next year,

at report we res
ly because of its

f 4 corroborati
house several years 2
y spring, a one-le

ndled
himself ¢ pped
about on the lawn as spryly 5 two-

legged confreres landing
Timb without any ob

ancin olf  perfectly and r
bal fo il a3
as ¢ though
planted on two

But we can al |}
around Max Jr.'s Wit

congre

ter, in the t ave
? Well, we hav
It

a drunk rob)
ness to
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up when we were living Al a place which
had a wild cherry tree in the vard. We
{first noticed the robin in question when

gorging himself on the then over-
ripe cherries. They must have begun
ferment) r the first thing we knew
the robin. which kept on going back for
more. waving on the limb and
showing distinct 1s of wooziness, H

he wa

inebriacy hecame more evident with
each visit to the wild cherry bar. F
Iv the tinsy bird could no longer mak
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from his perch in an adjac
How he managed 1o s on
limb will always be a puzle, but s
he did although in a Swaying weaving
wav with eyes all closed and complete
indifference fo all about him Nobody
around the place actually touched him
but seve tood right by him a
passed h: ound him or within
inch or so of his eyes without distu

it bac
troe

ing him in the least. His was the atti-
tude of the proverbial blind We
left him to his and after some 30 or
40 minutes il wore off to the point
where I er t and
finally d foliage

cawsed him
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Sluggish U.

By WALTER LIPPMANN

WASHINGTON wage and price increases. In re
as vel no very gen- verse, it is prob that we have
pular  pressure for already waite long e

acting against the recession which
began last summer. In fact, dur
ing the autumn when the slimp
was already evident, the adminis
tration was actually cutting down
expenditures in the Defense De
partment

NO SOUND GUIDE

asures to reflate the
iy, (han the nieasures whicl

tion is taking It
however, that
ures such as a tax
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on. For the

sironger mea
« and larger
1ld not be prep
ady for early ad

The moral of it is that public

oplajon s pol .2 sound guide in
the managen the business
cycle. When \h. intiation of 1955

57 was underway, the politicians
and the public resisted measures
to restrain credit and the rise of
fhe wage-price structure. When
the cycle turned after the middle
of 1957, the politicians and the
public were demanding retrench-
ment which would have been very
stiitable 18 months earlier. Indeed
it may be regarded as a working
rule that for the successful man
agement of the business cycle, the
responsible authorities must be
ahead of ic opinion and pre
pared to take measures which
cannot be popular unfil their de-
laved resuj
authoritic
pushed but
wav, be it {0 defiale a hoom o fo

veflate a sium,
There sre reasons for thinking,
so it seems o me, that we are
at @ point where a turn for the
worse is so distinet a possibility
quickly. The sooner they are that it is the part of wisdom and
adopted—whether on the upswing prudence to anticipate it. It may,
or on the downswing — the less of col be frue. as Secretary
strong do they need to be, Weeks and the President hope and
It is evident enough Ioday. for believe, that we bave reached
example, that in the upswing be- the bottom and that in a few
tween 1955 and 1957, the authori- months the recovery will be un-
ties waited too long to check the der way. But it could be true
inflationary rise of consumer fhat we have not reached the hot-
credit and capital expenditure and tom of the recession and fthat if

MARINER ECCLES
A Call For Action

itical fact is fhat in the busi
ss cycle remedies do not work

Nixon’s Strategy

Civil Rights Rumble

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
HERE is not a single Dem-
atic politician who has not ot
written In his future book hese
two predictions
1. Vice President Richard M
Nixon will take power at the
White House sométime prior to
the 1960 presidential nominating
conver
the immense ad:
cumbency well by

Civil Rights Commission, créated
by law eight months ago, s still
functioning. The President
did not name a staff director un-
1il Feb. 20; since then southerners
in Congress have stalled his con-
firmation and commission appro-
tions — amid thunders of si-

nce from the White House and
Ih"nm:rauc leaders.

The rioters at Little Rock last
fall,  who rew the world's

the campaign itself. shocked attention to that southern
2 He will initiate instantly a Cabital, are happily going about
sra buret of activity o civyy their segregationist’ business. Not

a single one has been convicted,
much less gone to jail. They were
arrested for contempt of a fed-
eral court but turned over to
OBVIOUS EXCUSE state courts for trial where they
e were turned lnose with what

The question of the President’s most amounted to good conduct

health enters into calculations enly  medals

ROGERS' STAND

ghts designed to wipe out the
Fisentiower record'df tpwollng 53
that issue.

Last week Attorney Gen
Willlam P. Rogers, Nixon's mos
intimate friend, laid the ground.

work for blaming Democrats for
this outcome.

He was warned by editor Har
ry Ashmore that the Little Rock
segregationists were daily growing
bolder, bullying the school board
and boycotting all persons and e
terprises deemed unfriendly, Rog-
ers said he was helpless, that
Congress had discarded that pro-
vision of last year's legislation
which would have enabled him to
a

NO ARRESY ORDER

The federalized National Guard
Il on duty at Little Rock. It
nied officially but widely un.
derstood in that city that
have orders never to arrest a
one but simply to take any dis
turber of the peace ta the school
principal — a preseription for in:
action
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President to make way for 1he
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cratie pnnmn a victory in \\hurl
is tantamount to election, de-
fving the federal power la
aubus became the segrel
he is counting on them

By his own actions Nixon io break the reelection finx on
made it plain that he o the state's governors.
win the election through his ap
» the mingilies of 11 A law-andorder candidate is
ates in ‘the industefi opposing him: Judge Lee Ward of
anil Bast the Chancery Court. Ward is a

furmer state commander of
American Legion who opposes in-
tegration but is calling for a rule
of law. The primary closes thi
month. so far, only Faubus and
Ward have entered it

plus ‘Jhl'-r in. What

(hs, the Demoerati. G
1 silent partner in
House's apathy on civil
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Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

e ASUINGTON ~ Sen. Richard Neuberger made
HE late Sen T North rounds of various senators, finally
Carolina _will be remembered in proached Kerr Scott
Washington for his unselfishness, He  “Will you leave the Public
W silling to Committee to go on Interior?

that didn't posed

from North Carolina
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by one vote. During that
administration has  gone
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They could find no senator favorable to
Hell's Canyon and willing to sacrifice
senjority.
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been blocked in committee for tu
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for thinking that we may not be
at the bottom of
For one, there is no good reason

fo suppose that there will soon

be a rise, instead of the present
decline, of what business men in
vest in plant and equipment. Un-

The Little Theater B ST
Is Tremendous Asset
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remaining

the nation will be gone forever.”
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a it seems to me, to
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sion. To §
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the corner is
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it would be if the adminisiration
and the Congre:
such strong measures that confi
dence in the maintenance of em:
ployment and of profits is restored

There are at least two reasans
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however
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and a policy of wait and see is
dangerous, There is mo use said, *
preaching confidence, there is no
use expecling a man to buy an
automobile he does not have to
have, if he is worrying about
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‘We'll Do All The Judging Around Hére'

People’s Platform

e Theater members fine cove
I haye talked with informally
from time to time seem extreme-
Iy modest and sort of pleasantly
surprised at their theater's un
troubled financial condition,
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Israel’s Tenth

This week marks the tenth anniversary
of a little country founded in tears and
built in travail—Israel. Twenty-four hours
after it declared its independence, seven
nations attacked on three sides
of ypt was so sure of
b city that he
iad & stamp printed feataring
Underneath way the word *

centuries

as a living
Jews burned in
Hitler.
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Scott Remembered For Committee Swap




