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*Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
—OId Testament: Proveibs xxix, 18

Israel’s 10th Anniversary

‘Today, Israel celebrates the 10th anniversary of its found-
ing as a nation, onc of the great heroic adventures of the
modem world. This tiny country, 270 miles long and at the
maximum 70 miles wide, bordered on three sides by enemy
nations, has in this brief period survived two wars and pros-
pered amazingly. To its founders and people, all credit for a
remarkable achievement.

Israel is a barren land of rocks and sand, with little arable
land and few natural resources. It is all the more impressive
that a few million people, drawn from all over the world, have
been able to surmount the barriers of differing languages and
national customs, to establish their own industries, and “to
make the desert blossom like the rose.” The country is not
vet self-supporting (aid from American sympathizers runs into
hundreds of millions of dollars each year) but it is steadily
moving toward that goal. .

This is a land that cradled three great religions—Christian,
Hebrew, and Mohammedan. It has been ruled in the past by
Egyptians and Jews, Assvrians and Persians, Grecks and Ro-
mans, Arabs and Turks. Yet for 18 centuries, when the Jews
were expelled by Rome from Palestine and destined to wander
the earth, millions of them never lost the hope of a return
to Zion. As the Scriptural pledge says it:

“If 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand lose
cunning.”

Some never forgot. Sixty-one vears ago, the first World
Zionist Congress assembled in Basle, Switzerland, its aim a
Jewish state in Palestine. The great British Jew, Chaim Weiz-
mann, by his scientific aid to England during World War I,
secured a pledge that Palestine would be recognized as the
Jewish homeland. Thereafter, under British mandate, the
Jewish state began to develop, spurred onward by Hitler's
persecutions.

t

its

Now Palestine is a reality, Its people have done the im-
possible. To them all honor on a glorious day.

Freedom of the Press

The unsung heroes of National Ney er Week are
three men from Arkansas—THar Ashmore, managing editor
of the Little Rock Arkansas Gazette, Hugh B. Patterson,
its publisher, and J. N. Heiskell, its editor and owner.

These three men have stood up courageously against an
advertising and circulation boycott that has cut_imto the
revenuc of the Gazette. The bovcott stems from the position
taken by the Gazette when Gov. Orval Faubus, of . Arkansas,
called out the Arkansas National Guard to prevent the inte-
gration of Little Rock Central High School

The day that Faubus thus disgraced himself, the Gazett
declared the issue not to be segregation but I.ltlur whether one
state could defy the laws of the land—Dby this meaning a ruling
of the Supreme Court that public schools must be integrated.

\What happened thereafter is familiar history. President
Eisenhower called in regular anny troops, which were suc-
ceceded by National Guardsmen inducted into the federal
service and required to preserve law and order. These latter
w]dnn still guard the schools; Negro children still go to

t High School; but as time passes the segregationists
n l\wl]:LI and bolder.

I'he boycott is an attempt by the White Citizens” Council
of Arkansas to kill the Gazette. It started with local adver
tisers. Now pressure is being exerted on national advertisers
It won't work. Most advertisers refuse to be bullied; those
representing national concerns know full well that the editorial

policy of a

newspaper is sacred, and that it must not be
influenced by the business office

We congratulate the Gazette and its responsible off

In the end, the people of Arkansas will

r, fust, that a newspaper must

r knuckling under to pressure

1tion here to stav. Gov.

| truth as it sees it,
groups; and, second, that integ
Faubus may succeed in getting himself re-clected this fall, by
appealing to the lowest and basest of passions, but the victory

will be Pyrrhic, “Truth crushed to carth will rise again,” wrote
the poet, and the firmness and courage shown by the Gazette

will speed the day of rising.
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‘The Desert Shall Rejoice and Blossom as the Rose'

—Isaiah xxxv,
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