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Editorial Book Review

Exploring The Mind Of The South

THE SOUTH: A Documentary His
tory. By Ina Woestemeyer Van Noppen.
D, Van Nostrand Co, Inc. 564 pp. §

LL CHANGE, as novelist James
Baldwin has written. implies a
breakup of the world as one has always

known it. the loss of all that gave one
an identity. the end of safety. And at
such moment, unable to see and not

daring to imagine what the future will
now bring forth. one clings 1o what one

knew. or thought one knew: 1o what one
possessed or dreamed (hat one pos-
sessed

Many south rs, haunted hy
memories, stand on the future’s
today with a genuine sense of precari
ousness. They know in their hearts ‘h.H

there is no turning back. At the
time, they feel cold and
in the dawn of a new era. They lack
any feeling of rejunevation. They won
der, understandably, if they are not
merely beginning again a cycle that has
already ended in a heap of broken
images.

same
uncomfortable

curious. For no
'S, region has a more celebrated

heritage than the South, It is so potent
so meaningful. that it should inspire
confidence and strength rather than du
biousness and discomfort

Part o e trouble lies in & manufac-
tured mystique that colors and distorts
the truth abou! the South’s past. It is
true that no part of the continent has
enjoyed a more colorful history. But
neither has any history been subjected
to as much shameless tampering by lat-
ter-day counterfeiters and myth-makers
In perfec their perspective. many
southerners have simply been unable to
distinguish between the fact and fiction
portrait and caricature, history and hy-
perbole. Their faith has not been bol-
stered by the pseudo-historic twaddle
being retailed by contemporary com-
mentators with an ax to grind

The inevitable result is a certain
amount of enigmatic insecurity, however
holdly it may be rhapsodized into pride
and defiance.

The South cannot relive its past in
order to sort out the truth from the
\va'n'] But it can revisit the past

igh the prose and poetry of Its in

h.d itants
In Tue Sovmt: A DocumenTary His
tory. Mrs. Van Noppen provides us with

llto0-rare opportunity

She has captured in 564 pages at
least a part of the heritage and the his:
tory of this vast and exciting land we
call Dixie and she has done it almost
entirely with the words and emotions of
the very people who lived its triumphs

and

s tragedie
is the

South as it really
reconstructed  with painstaking care
from the diaries. letters. fiction, travel
books, newspapers and magazines. Here
are the customs, thoughts and manners
of southerners, and of non-southerners
who came to examine this “other Eden
the primary pangs of discovery.
settlement, flowering. war, Reconstrue-
tion and latter-day transfiguration

5 was

lwm. tory—it
tative form

hrief explanatory notes by

pes almost assume nar-
is tied together with
Mrs. Van Nop-

pen, professor of history at Appalach
1an State Teachers Colle

If the result is not entirely satisfac

tory and if t sectors of southern

thought are unexplored it is not

too terrible. It would, after all. take

s of this type to cover all

d xamine all of the

his v complex sub

ject, This Is the publishers emphasize

the first book ever devoted to a docu

study of the South. Mrs. Van

congratuliated for her
orise in collecting so
ource material—much
new to the eves of
tudents of southern his-

o be

and ente

natin

these wa cove

.mh

ns. appropriatel

\ il look at
2 treasure house of
probings inta southern prob.
ireful e of antebellum da
the Cott the War and Re-
construct { ils pussages are

From The Manchester Guardian

truly unforge
ny Kemble's

able, such as actress Fan
description (in
a letter 1o editor of the Lonpox
Ttwes ) of the death of a Negro slave
on a Georgia plantation where she went
to live as the wife of Sen. Plerce Butler

On the plantation where 1 lived the
Infirmary was a large room, the walls
of which were simply mud and laths
the floor, the soil itself, damp with per-
petual drippings from holes in the roof.
and the open space which served for a
window was protected only by a broken

shutter, which. in order to exclude the
told. was drawn so near as almost 1o
exclude the light at the same time. Upon
this earthen floor. with nothing but its
hard damp surface beneath him, no

covering bul a tattered shirt and trous-
ers, and a few sticks under his head
for a pillow, lay an old man of upward
of 70. dying and so, like a worn-
out hound, with no creature to comfort
or relieve his last agony, with neither
Christian solace nor human succor near
him, with neither wife, nor child, nor
even friendly fellow-being to lift his
head from the knotty sticks on which
he had rested it. or drive away the in-
sects that buzzed round his lips and
nostrils like those of a fallen beast. died
this poor old slave. whose life had been
exhausted in unrequited labor. the fruits
of which had gone to pamper the pride
and feed the luxury of those who cared
neither for his life nor his death g

QURELY worth the price of admission

alone is the fine. cold. blue flame of Lt
Gen. Wade Hampton's fury as expressed
in a letter written in the field in Feb-
ruary 1865 to Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman
of the Union Army. Sherman had com-
plained to Hampton that the Confeder-
ales were “murdering” his foraging par-
ties in South Carolina after capture, ad-
ding that he had “ordered a similar
number of vrisoners in our hands to be
disposed of in like manner.” Hampton
accused Sherman of disgracing the prof-
ession of arms by allowing “the thieves
whom you desig as your foragers"
to put the torch to private dwellings.
He vowed that Union house-burners
would he shot on sight and furthermore

)

1 beg to assure for every
soldier of mine 'murdered” by vou, 1
shall execute at once two of yours

[ .

you

rl‘ln‘ mind of the New South is scru-
tinized with lese skill and selective
care than that of the Old,South. The
book is distressingly short on examnles
of the new awakening of southern liber-
alism, surely one of the region's most
interesting social and political develop-
ments of the last half century. It is dif-
ficult to understand how the influences
of W J Cash. Hodding Carter. Ralph
McGill. the young Virginius Dabneyv and
others of real importance could be so
underrated in any serious freatment of
the modern South. The great Howard
Odum is represented not by anything
from his monumental study. SouTHERN
Reatons, but from his less consequen-
tial Ramvmow Rounp My SHOULDER, a
tale of a wandering Negro. It is a shame,
too, that the chapter on literature of the
New South could not have been a bit
more native of the great 20th
renaissance  during
share of America's best
produced below the

repre
cent literary
which a
fiction was

large
being

Mason-Dixon line. William Faulkner is
represented (an excerpt from one of
his lesser efforis. Ams, M. ABSALOM |
and so is Ellen Glascow, but there iy
nothing from Budora Welly, Tennessee
Williams, Thomas Wolfe, Paul Green

Katherine Anne Port

Richard Wright

Erskine Caldwell

er. Carson McCullers or
And although the book driws perhaps
100 much on North Carolina sources
there is little to indicate the tremendous
influence of the University of North

BOLTING AND BATTLES

nal flair for

i wherefores of

probing inlo
the ordin

Mturs
f

rican p!

Carolina in the development of the mod:
ern South
Iw SE a r how
ever. for this k ould  be
i primarily by what it does offer
than by whiat not  Much
of what it does offer Tine i
deed
However. the book OR0E a e
ter introduction 1k Fr '
Simkins gives it, n <
premacy seem aecountat g
bracketed with h 1 15 an aures
able hallmark of s chart
and careless] pposed 10 have :
Iyzed Napuleon on two of the m
vl ocea of his life 1 f
Borodino and Leipzig, which he might
ave converted into d o and i
fluent by pu advay
tages. hese occasions |
1own to have been )
igestion. On the third d ey
0, the German nove 1 )
present in the town, a )
Emperor would ! mt
a ~houlder of mutton stuffe it Bl
d eaten at speed

Neutral Nations Nibble Hungrily On Soviet's Peace Bait

B8y MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
ThE o clunce i

" been well
asive argh
ainst an.

vy hieads-of-government

s could

esolve the basic
the two halves

of the divided world.
clary ¢ e N Foster
Julles” To e sa oilen been

the  We
NATO al
happen

NIKITA KARUSHCHEV
What Does He Want?

Unwanted ‘Cures’

No Ear For Nixon

By DORIS FLEESON

VASHINGTON
s not

BIDING WIS TIME

1T MPHREY

GEGRG
Voice Lingers

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

g New Yo
i the Opera
a3 1,500 wiite o0t outx
chipe & an
I
heside 1 ot
fior S15 apiece ere U

y Russta on

evitability of

armed
tween communism and capitalism

conllict be Partly. the motivation is iea
fear of @ nuclear war that could
betriggere aceident

n
skillfully played

avily armed behind the WHY THE FEAR? Khrushchev bas
ol fotal secur b this Rative dba
lec AL Iop v Why should you be afraid of 90 s fear. Partly, the maiva
opinion here largely uuwl* it as Peavelul compelition>’ the meu- ooy un e T o oid war tensions

tralist asks

an inevitability — summit confer

ence loak to the neutrals and to are afraid you
those countries close to the Soviet competition?
orbit but not actually in it? Itis  “With

important (o understand a view-  will
point which finds so little expres-
sion In this country and which
represents not only governments
bt at least some public sentiment
m Poland. Yugoslavia, India and
other Asian and Middie-Eastern
countries.

find

may
but

who pow

CENTRAL POINT

hold
and technology
that Khrushchev wants 1o

“Is this because you
cannot win that

10 years of
great changes
place inside the Soviel Union, It
will not come all at once and it

seem 1o come
standards must rise for
those who have been educated and
jobs ~ in
This is the change

that is said to prevail among
many Russians who have had a
laste of a better life.

This view also has great altrac
tion in Socialist-pacifist Britain, in
West Germany, and to a lesser
degree, In France. European opin
jon s definitely shifting. If an e
Hon" Webe heid {oday Tni Baitatn
a government would almost cer
tainly come lo power prepared to
arrive quickly at terms with
Khirushehey either with or without

peace you
taking

grudgingly

science

bring

about the United States
It is central to this view that  However misguided t1is view  Here is the (hreat on the not
Nikita Kbrushchey really wants may seem from the perspective foodistant horizon: America's
peace He must deal with a kind of the West, it is widely held. partners will make Lheir: own
of public opinion in the Soviet

Union represented by the 40 mil-
lion or s0 Russians who have had
some degree of education and who
are moving up in the Soviel sys-
tem and who want peace with se-
curity

Khrushchev must also, however,
deal with another clement. His
position is not nearly as strong
as Lhat of the old dictator, Stalin.
Those whom he forced put of pow-+
er, Vyacheslay Molotov, Georgi
Malenkov and the others. are still
and they

very much alive
their I(\Hu\\m inside Russia

) the neutralist view, if these
men came hack to power, ey

would resume the aggressive Stal-
inist line, They would push so
hard. take such chances, as to
create a lar greater
exists loday

the West
has no alternative but to try to
come (o lerms with Khrushchev

Therefore,

on the basis of the world as it
exists today

To. refuse or (o go to the sum-
mit with the purpose ol proving
that no agreement is possible is
to risk the nuclear annibilation
that both sides live in dread o
1 1o court the overthrow of
Khrushchey and the return of
adventurers” believing in the in-

respect 1o the eco-

fng taken wit
nomic de

W
confidence in that party

FUTURE IN MIND

The vice president. of course
has his own immediate uture in
mind He can and does to a me
disassociate Rimself from
sentiower positions, but he knows

he must run, if nominated, on the
senhawer record, exaclly as
enson had no choice in
ta_embrace Harry Tru-

It did not help Stevenson
{he embrace was grudging
have hurt him

t may
The question arises why, in

ituation with such deeply p.,\u
cal overtones, the President does

nol give greater weight to Nix
on, the politician. Repeatedly Ei-
senhower  has praised  Nixon's

Fix Earth First

This Moon Talk Will Wane

By ROBERT C. RUARK

capabilities and he has never T G oo D
questioned his techniques. Often o ANOS.E  mones crop !
Prosident has seemed fo abdi. | 11 BET sou a short beer, — Twe housand miles ar
¢ the role of leader of his par. o Ma¢. Il bel you thal next hour donl mean nohin o your
o the voung vice presdent. Seplember the moon’ll wane as ignorant correspondent, when' you
ot Tk 11 o devates: (el a point ol interest, that all this cant get from the East 3 to
energy and skill to it space talk will have its
exit, that the feverish preoct an a light yea
BUSINESS PROBLEM tion' with the vecession will -encumbered o
joined the moon in its dec hooter, such as Mr
nswer scems to be that and fhal somebody like Willi here you can
ident looks upon the re-  Mags will occupy th ) gt 4 nood hall-trained  poinier
1 2 business prob.  conyersatic Rel AL gog
turned to husi Maghe' I'm) jast plaia ;
men for the answers. Congr but mash | 5 o VAKKING IT UP
understunds that the most effec- by savin G sick uits ]
(ive single voice af the White death ol sl this outer space talk c. we are livin 1 age
House on this issue is (hat of for-  when we can't even run inner o0 0051 yERking N, N
fer Treasury Secretars George space in any sort of orderly map. e hout e day afler to.
M. Humphres ner, We talk about shooting g Bhegween iy, g
s Council of Eco-  ple to the moon, at a cost of " ‘ l‘X m‘!"_' )
supports a tax n dollars, and the airlines 3 ut] '-\" e
former chairman en't yel been able (o solve the  YOUNE LIRS WS D ¢
rns, in whom the Presi of . Peop from walking (he st
dent once had great faith the hi Catid: We can't handle traific or
One politician determined to han eal T e
he recession issue with due  CAN‘T DIG TT sidvnt ! y ‘cald
cutting edge every e N
man. He was sorely I dowt undersiand to bare the drawers olf n
un Cap boys are talking atout, NOT LONESOME

Republivans ol fhe

es and perigee

hat tsed to 1
Fouled L

g on (he

and a who ;
AFL !

B I ! DuBric «

% 2 h, i ,“ ‘(‘

i 1 New A
SioRE o LAY

a serie:

I changes not oo

Even in France

e is a greater resist
the neutralist view, Soviet

whispering
belongs 10
France and  government in Par-
is based frankly on that assump-
tion could get along with Moscow
and pot bave to put up with
“American meddling."

The facts of world opinion, and
particularly opinion in Western na
tions allled with the United States,
cannot be ignored. no matter how
attractive is fhe case in theor
inst negotiation with the Rus-
hown

esentatives are

sians, Dulles has lately
s of adjusting the American
tion to these fac But the

¥ of 1\4|I|“- in relation to the
rapidly mounting pressures must
seem |rmm4H\ slow,

‘North And South They Knew Our Fame! Gray Ghost
Is What They Call Me—But Luther Is My Name’

or a targel (hat ons  §000
D, DuBridge mentioned that 1t
would five days (o get your

to carth

warhead back
n and

lon weather as a press-

Before we

2 in_common
give all our attention to being off
with the birds. oo a Super-Cloud
X, cun not do something
ihat 50 able smow. contin
uous dro flgods, and the
[l ¢ homely circumstances
the great thinkers

1o m home lo office?
( rain kills move-

ment in big cities, and snow in

practically everyone

Where | P!
e celestial pipes |

his ouler space
i \ En
. pened 1o the
¢ cigar, or fhe ba
od budget” The n 008
1 and rouid. oh ha ho ho,

Peace Boosted By Cultural Exchange

N Simultaneausly in Wast J
charged that Russia
nd “prostituted
propaganda
i words, which
Bulganin Khrushchev
4 manding a summit
\cial s with Russia lo a
v just unofficial relations it
the concert and dance
Id, reached a new high
n Mr. Dulles may be so close to h
hing old-fashioned type of
| may not realize the
e plomacy of ‘people-to-peopl
wee winning vietories in preventing war. I'c
the crowds that cheered Van Cliburn ¢
Kil<ore. him nn tele
hoard him praised in the I
Id not easily answer a ca

to the

new

oF s
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< own
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di
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{ state government
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The Mississippt Legislatare be for full debate next wee
cissing plans 1o raise aroun $200.000
turn it over to the White Citis Recess:on Nores
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Councyls an official arm of (he State When Unemiployine n
g ) fer b
Missisippl. : L of their stomac e’ vese
I . ' §
¢ ¢ L
3 L { | s
it Coleman e w that th et pl e econ

il
he
tn
Te




