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Free Judges From Demands Of Politics

vl')lln real remedy for gelling bad
or mediocre judges off the bench,
a seasoned lawyer once remarked. not
to put them on in the first place.

This entirely sensible premise lies at
the heart of the Bell Committee's pre-
liminary recommendation that North
Carolina judges be chosen initially by
a qualified authority rather than elected
by the people. The plan, it seems to
us, would surely improve the standards
of North Carolina justice today and
might well prevent corruption of those
standards in the future,

Why? Because while retaining the
power of the people to oust a judge on
the basis of his performance in office,
it would remove his selection and the
length of his fenure from the push
and haul of politics, A judge who had
been selected on the basis of his per-
sonal integrify, judicial temperament
and adequate legal training could de-
vote his full energies to disinterested
duty.

He would have no reason to confem-
plate any political effects of his deci-
sions, nor fo let the docket pile up while
out politicking for another term.

Periodically the people would vote on
whether or not to continue him in of-
fice, but on the basis of his record—
not on the basis of how much money
he spent and how many hands he shook
in a political campaign.

UT what is wrong with letting the

people select their judges in the
first place, as well as deciding how long
they shall serve? Nothing in the world
provided the people are familiar with
the candidates and their qualifications
‘While this familiarity is possible in thinly
populated areas of the state, it is diffi-
cult now and will become even more
dfificult in the growing urban areas

There are few really conscientious
voters who have not left polling places
with a sense of shame over having had
to vole as a robot for a candidate he
didn't know and whose qualifications
he could not assess. Ye! coastal Tar
Heels vote on the Superior Court judges
who sit in Mecklenburg and Mecklen-
burgers vote on those who serve the
coastal areas.

HE committee’s recommendation
riticizes neither the records of the
state’s present judges nor the theory
of popular vote. Actually a large ma-
jority of the state’s present Superior
Court judges were originally appointed
to fill vacancies by a governor. As for
popular vote the committee asks only
that popular opinion he guided to some
extent by the deliberations of an offi-

cial body having knowledge of the char
acter and qualifications of the candi-
dates

The value of the Bell Committee plan
in practice, of course. would be keyed to
the character and disinterestedness of
an enlarged Judicial Council—the body
that would provide the names from
which the governor would choose in his
appointment of Supreme Covr! justices
and Superior Court judges Painstaking

effort would be recuired to v thal
council mer 1 oote 5
sess per i nd 1=
perament. ¢ 1 Ored
ture of th» ) | \

need lay mombers 10 assure a represen
tative composition. The Bell Committee
recommends that two laymen be ap-
pointed We think a larger number
may be needed.

TN sum, as it relates to the Supreme
A Court and the Superior Courts, the
commitiee plan promises fo make the
bench more attractive to more capable
men and to create an atmosphere in
which judges would be encouraged to
pav undivided attention o the exacting
task of meting out justice. It would
improve the generally high calibre of
those courts fo and miard them
against the un fides of fu.
ture politics

Earlier. the immended
renlacement of a conglomeration of some
1.400 lower courts in North Carolina by
a system of district courls. one in each
county, and the incorporation into their
functions of justices of the peace. The
committee now suggests thaf these Tower
court judges and magistrates (Jaypees )
be appointed by the chief justice of the
Supreme Court on nomination of the
senior resident Superior Court judge
They would be subject to removal by
the chief justice for incompelence. mis-
conduct or disability, on recommendation

of the Judicial Council
. .

committee

CENTRAL appointive and removal
4W power introduced into this hodge.
podge of courts almost certainly would
bring immediate and lasting improve-
ments in North Carolina justice, It
the lower courts that are the most s
ject to political pressures and poor
pointments and the least subject
proper standards and administrative con-
trol

The Bell Committee’s preliminary re-
ports are charting a sound and sure
course toward needed and lasting im-
provements in the quality of North Caro-
lina justice.

The proposals it has made thus far
deserve earnest and sympathelic con-
sideration by all North Carolinians.

Everyone Has A Plan But The Planners

HIS being the season for free advice,
the mails are full of it all ad-
dressed in immaculate script to Wash-
ington, D. €
Most of the advice if we exclude
the truculent travel tips for Ezra Taft
Benson—has to do with the recession.
Everybody but everybody, is seems, has
a plan to cure it. Everybody, that is,
but the President of the United States,
the secretary of the Treasury, the secre-
tary of commerce, the direclor of the
budget and the chairman of the Nation-
al Republican Palicy Committee who
are enormously busy waiting-and-seein
Surely the most provocative *plan”
comes from a Mrs. H. F. Raderer of
Louisville, Ky. It arrived on Capitol Hill

Somehow, though. it lacks something
of the raw charm of some of the “plans”
that came crowding into Washington in
1931 during an honest-Injun slump.
Take the one devised hy John B. Nich.
los of the Oklahoma Gas Utilities Co.
He wrote his friend. Secretary of War
Patrick J. Hurley. about a “relief” pro-
gram he was frying out in Chickasha
Okla. Under the Nichlos Plan, restaurant
owners were asked fo dump food lefi
on plates into five-gallon containers. The
unemploved could then qualify for these
scraps by chopping wood donated by
farmers

“We expect a little froul
then from those who are not worthy of
o of the s Nichlos

Acheson Swings Democrats Behind Dulles’ Summit Plan

By MARQUIS CHILDS
WASHINGTON

Truman has demonsirated has championed Dulles as ‘the
what everyone has gveatest” in history.
known- about him for a lo time o -
that he has no tronb! what. STRONG. DISSENT
. in makiog wp his mind  With Trumon and Acheson—
a e friendship has contin.

tion of airing views, hOg by line.
Truman’s secretary of state, Dean
Acheson, on whom Truman relied
almost as heavily as does Presi-
enhower on Dulles,

There is, in fact, an interesting
parallel in the relationship. When
Acheson was under the most bit.
ter attack, resembling that to
which Dulles has recently been
subjected, although more savage

New

HARRY S, TRUMAN
Easy Decislons

in tone
his defense as the gre
tary of state in n
JORMER President Harry S a moon. Similarly, E

— both publicly oppesed to

a kind of by
on arrived at, i only by
coincidence

ic lead
from the Truman-Acheson

This dissent came out at the
last meeting of the Democratic
Advisory Council. With his law-
ver-like skill, Acheson
pared a paper nailing down his
firm views on upholding the con-
tainment policy and rejecting ov-
ertures for a summit conference.

LESS RIGID IDEAS

But Goy. Averell Harriman of

that we were willing to negotiate
and that w
10 the conference table like a re-
luctant bride

Acheson would accepl no
changes
sion grew fairly acrimonious as he

Truman would come to
atest secre
and many
enbower

they have been out of

meeting with the Rus
urtisan policy

But amo

& Democral.
< there is a st

dis-

had pre-

Adlai Stevenson
» parts’s prasidential can

i interposed loss
They did pot favor

artance o |
of tiie world
America’s

ould not he dragged

in his text. The discus:

JOHN FOSTER DULLES
Rough On The Inside

et if be p
e change
welcome

came out o
Acheson view

HARRIMAN UNHAPPY

Harriman told
he was so unhaj

come that he had seriously con
sidered resigning from the couns
cil's foreign policy subcomumittee
The first American official to warn
al the end of World War II that
Soviet Russian under Stalin meant
to launch a campaign of aggres
sive imperialism, the New York
governor is now convinced th,
an inflexible attitude can or
vide the Western allies and give
Moscow one propaganda opening
after another.

The close parallel belween the
Dulles and the Acheson outlook on
American policy toward Ru
is a striking phenomenon of ihe
post-war era

WILSON RECALLED

Acheson is preparing for pub-
lication a paper arguing the
wrongness of United States presi-
dents participating in internation.
al conferences. He cites the exam-
ple of Woodrow Wilson and the
tragedy of his visit to Paris Yor
direct participation in the bargain-
ing around the peace table that
led up to the treaty of Versailles

lles is known to hold the
e view about the difficulty of
4 president, who is in effect both
he; of state and
taking part in
Because the

vl position
all other ¥
the summit. he is put

i awkward situation

STEVENSON'S PLANS

Quite apart from who may or
not negotiate with Moscow
Stevenson has long urged an end

m,

that

about the out- to the rigidities in the United

States position on disarmament
More than & year ago he argued
that the question ef ending nu.
clear tests, with control and in
spection, should be separated
from the production of fissionable
materi
Stovenson is visiting Rus:
July the first time si
went there a a correspondent lux
{he Hearst newspapers in 192
olng chiefly as a |u ar
also- hiag some
law bosiness to do thers, Bul it
would be surprising if during bis
stay he did not talkeith Premier
Nikita S. Khrushchev and others
in the Kremlin hierarchy
However strong the conviction
against negotiation at the summit,
events are moving irresistibly in
that direction, as Dulles has indi-
cated by his latest concession to
Moscow, on an immediate start
on preparations. And it is much
easier 1o take a stand-firm po-
sition if you are on the outside as
a critic rather than on the inside
coping with the realities,

says he is

DEAN ACHESON
Firm Views

ThisCouple Rode The Never Never' Plan To Poverty

By JOSEPH ALSOP impros
al

DETROIT
[1 1S a litle hard to believe
n people like John and
Jeannette; but the
— barely exist at the moment —
ina grev little sireet o Syt S

tle houses in East Detroit
John is a finelooking fellow. 11
years an_auto-worker, who was
doing setling up exercises when [
rang his doorbell “because it's
easy to get out of shape when
youra laid off* Jeanette is a

really exist ter

g otk
years, like I had ™

ON THE NEVERAE!

At that time, John
paid for (it was a
from a fellow worker. But the
hoise; the washer, the drver, the
television set and the furniture
e all on the never-never. A
P the payments
amounted o $83
h John and Je

cd‘ od them uj

o

dence, Th
ber. | tan into one young
orker who has |
d got
ployment benefits two months la-
and had g
never for $8
appliances with no job band's
prospect and only 17 weeks of

are nol unusu

t his job.

married on

0 worth of furniture

on welfare

their whole wretched little apart-  big note to a
m- ment smelled of ruin
There was another
ne on the never- ling wor
work at ( wum

i
against her hus. e

never get ahead unless the wom

an works." With a hig co
and income. they had si

tor for finis ii¢
Lust- extra bedroom. Now their time
ymenis were S160 a month, or
ctly half what the still work
vou don't ing hushand earns The woman
commented: “Anyway, we still

got a liltle comin™ in, o we're
better off than a lot of people.”

RAPACITY AND FOLLY

At first one hardly knows which
is more shocking. the rapacity
of the never-never traders who
ey on these simple people
hortsighted folly of the
F"‘-'I Jothemselves Nothins, cet

the de
n.--m\' down,
L asy terms
& such that the trash is gen.
crally poid for at I

mal abjoct

THE VOICES .
. there are (i

S VREY respe
volces — warning them the

ushes bt
not "H\'M colored, or if tl
cars merely get them from here §
to there but do not look like drop
sical juke boxes

Then too, the really monstrous |

dit they have lm on mak

!

ho pressed
serve Board to relax instaliment
buying rules  And tens  of

thousands  of ‘w General Mo

ob-secirity by the
neral Motors !
Curlice, who so
ery sugges-
American automo-
ght perhaps e

Ihe

Quo!e Unquote

neighiborhood
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