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Literacy Tests Must Be Given Fairly

NY dyed-in-the-wool. small-"d” dem-
\ ocrat i ta feel a measure of
emational ignance for the literacy
tests North Carolina and other states re-
quire of veters.

one thing the tests have a bad
reputation. They have been approved by
some stale legislatures in thinly dis-
or even open attempts to dis
minate against voters by race. They
may also be used for discrimination
against parties and candidates. Finally,
there is distaste for the theory that an
unlettered person is incapable per se of
participating in the affairs of his gov-
ernment

The tests nonetheless are con-
stitutional, as the North Carolina Su-
preme Court held last week in a North
hampton County case involving a regis-
trar's refusal to register a Negro appli-
cant. The applicant refused to read or
wrile the Constitution, claiming such a
requirement was unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court disagreed, citing
a US. Supreme Court decision uphold-
ing the right of states to establish such

The ‘Flyspecks’ Got

'l‘HE interim report Congress has re-

ceived from the House Special Com-
mitlee on Legislative Oversight proves
among other things, that the committee
was aptly named

There was plenty of legislative over-
sight in the ereation of regulatory
agencies such as the Federal Communi-
cations Commission and leaving those
auasi-judicial agencies to set up their
own standards of conduct. Standards
were set all right. and they have been
defended with quivering piety by some
C commissioners. including the oust-
ed Richard A. Mack. There was a len-
dency in Congress, even among subcom-
mitlee members. to defend them before
the fragrance of Mr. Mack's record be-
gan to wrinkle the public's nose. The
subcommittee fired its hotheaded and
impetuous cousel, Bernard Schwartz, for
making too vigorous assaults on the
FCC's way of doing business.

But at the end of the first phase of
its investization the subcommittee has
1ak<-n a different view of those “flv-

pec that so excited Schwart, It
fmmd as regretfable fact that FCC com-
missioners have been taking expense
money from both the federal govern-
ment and the industry they regulate
that some commissioners have accepfed
“excessive entertainment” from the in-
d\mlx\ and that some commissioners

“were insensitive ln the requirements
of their high offi

In short, the subcommittee found
nothing transparently illegal in the com-
mission record. But the situation is such
that if that record was anapple, the sub-
committee wouldn’t swallow it for fear
of a soft core inside

tests. and declaring that the North Car-
olina test applies e to all persons’
without “discrimination in favor of, or
against any by reason of race. creed or
color.” But it also needs to be said that
while a statute may be constitutional on
its face, it may be perverted by unfair
and partisan application

If North Carolina registrars administer
the test fairly and impartially, it may
serve fo raise the intelligence level of
the electorate and to prevent registra-
tion of “blocs™ of puppet voters—hoth
of which are worthy goals. But unless
the registrar works on the assumption
that such voters are found in all races
creeds, colors and narties. there is no
chance that he will fulfill the public
trust placed in him

Proper administration of the liter
tests requires on his part a certain vig
lance toward all potentisl vuters wiho
come before him

It also requires a certuin vigilance
toward registrars by the public which
entrusts them with fair and impartial
administration of a law that's fairly
easy to distort,

Bigger & Bigger

Nor would we. The commission has
condoned an atmosphere that invites
suspicion on the part of the public. and
attempts by.the communications indus-
try to make things cozy for the commis-
sioners. The commission has seemed to
feel since the investigation started that
since, in Gerald Johnson’s phrase, “pub
lie office is a public trust, it is an out-
rage not to frust evervone in public
of fice."

Congress can do the public and the
commission ifself a favor by acceplin
as a starter the subcommittee’s recam
mendation of laws requiring the FCC 1o
adopt a code of ethics. giving the Presi-
denf power to remove commissioners
for misconduct, barring commissioners
from informal contacts with
and from accenting fees for speeches

And it wouldn't hurt if someone got up
in the House and shouted “shame’ at
the FCC—that is. if he is sure no one on
the FCC can shout the same thing hack
al him

Life In America

RECENT survey in the State of New
£X York turned up 82 school-owned in-
door swimming pools. 15 und con-
struction. and 30 outdoor pools. They
were cited by the State Education De-
partment as part of the “impressive’
150 per cent gain in this activity over a
ten-year period. “With this increase,”
commented the Council for Basic Edu-
cation. “we may lick this vital educa-
tional shortage before too many ve.
are out”

What Is The Purpose Of Passports?

MERICA has no corner on logic in its
£ approach to the problems of pass-
poris in a shrinking world

Reporter William Worthy had to go fo
court last week to plead for a U S
passport denied him by the State De-
partment after his “unauthorized” 1956
visit to Communist China. In Worthy's
case, State's action was clearly an arbi
trary and rather capricious interference
with a newsman's right to earn his live-
lihood as a foreign correspondent

It differs sharply from the reasonahle
attitude of our Brifish cousins on the
subject described March 27 in this item
from Tue Economsr. a distinguished
journal of opinion published in London

“It has been laid down with obvious
good sense by the English government
that a British passport simply identifies

From The New York Times

a man by name as a British citizen, and
neither can nor ought to attempt an
thing further. Even such # passport
would not be necessary did not the jeal-
ousy of foreign governments require
such an identification before admitting
us into their territories; but while this
remains so. two great ends should be
kept in mind by the British govern-
ment in granting passports to commit
the duty of ascertaining the general fact
of citizenship to those who are at once
most likely to know the applicant and
most easily accessible to him: and at
the same time to grant the passport un
der a name and authority which will b
known fo. and respected by. the yarious
governments of the Continent

The United States still has a few les
sons to learn from the molher countr

AND NO FALL OUT

(-\l TIOUS captains hound along the
« Inside Passage between Sealtle, Van-
couver or Vicloria and the Alaskan ports
used fo heave to oulside the
Narrows and wail for the tide. If the
tide were right they usually stayed oul
side when (he Narrows were wrapped
as they often were. in a blanket of Pa
cfic fog. Even under the best of cir
cumslances they sleered thro the
Narrows with care.  Some who were in
2 hurry, or whose helmsmen were think
ing of something else, wound up on the
Ripple Rock. where in the course of a
century twenty large vessels, more than
100 smaller craft and more (han 100
lives were lost

Seymour

Those who have seen the Ripple Rock
remember il as a small bit of scenery
in one of the most magnificent sali-
waler voyages on e affair of
mountains and glaciers nds and
necasional glimpses of the open sea of
the splendor and magic of (he north
Rut the captaine and pilols
under thelr hatk
1

spired slightly

days that were
&l hat there is no longer a
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Has Johnson Really Renounced W hite House Ambitions?

xas will with civil rights and the Negro son. also & Texan, to hold back
50 important, it is highly un-  a tax cut

not his specialty. He tends in likely that his party would turnio  This, the liberals complain, puls
public to sound self-congratu the South for a presidential can- the Democrats on the same fool
ty and even pompous. His field didate. He must put first the oil ing with the Republican adminis
of operation is the conterence and gas interests of his native tration. They add that the speed
room, the facelo- slate, and this is an offense to up in housing and highways is all
face talk in which with all his northern voters, very well but it will not create
vigor e pounds, pokes, thumps many jobs this year and. (here-

By MARQU!IS CHILDS So the senator from

be on the spot. And speeches are  yote

WASHING 'm\ 49 widely-a
B %

0! istene! AUDIBLE GRUMBLING e, will not cl the recession.
1 H Bis spellimineL Agienes ; O eidom, I should be added, are
He b The Johnson paradox is that of  But while he will not In all  FCEC oLt heard fn public
d web ol congreasic l an ambitious man renouncing am bility be the candidate, his ot ® SEHEENE L certainly not
y This man has the he po bition. He tells all and sundry nce and the record he s sel- o FRTRCRS L 0 The Sen-
execulive,, Wih'bis; g that he bas put party leaders in ling will have a ot to do with Me™G@IGRR O oAt
i ! g Bgie W2Y - Ris state on notice that. far from the selection of No. 1 and the kind (GO PO Paotitical beliels,
thead of requested action from - heing a candidate for President of platform he runs And it is G0 oo much in awe of his ca:
& the White House. in 1960. he will not even aliend just here that gr is audi- o olties as an operator and the
BIG SPEECH the Democratic convention ble about the unyielding and all- - FECC Bl i o ead
; mbracing nature of his leader Tiigy)ysensitive to criticism, the
making the speech LONG WAY OFF ship majority leader proves his own

ncluding banguet of the
Society of Newspaper
This is a spof that any

Some liheral Democrats helieve liberalism by pointing to his rec-
that Johnson is setting far too ord on rural electrification, So-
cautious a line with respect to the cial Security and the other meas-
s politician_wouid  envy. ecession. He and his partner, ures out of the New Deal. He sees

gaist President El- - the realist, speaking, He has had  Speaker Sam Rayburn, who di- himself as the heir to Franklin

o speaks at a lnch- a heart attack and the voters Will  rects the affairs of the House with D. Roosevelt but an heir who

ay, as the spokes- look with great suspicion on a  gimilar authority, have had an in- must be content to exercise his

1. candidate with such & handicap. formal agreement with Secretary power from a place below the
He comes from the South, and of the Treasury Robert B. Ander- throne itsell.

That is still a long way off and
the Senator could change his mind.
Bul presumably (his is Johnson,

< ago Mt. Eisen
a historic address
e newspaper editors. In that
falk. coming mot long after Stal-
feath, the President held out

‘There Also Seems To Be Some Unrest
Among The Americans’

inten
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Meeting The Payments

A Jobless ‘Army’
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People’s Platform
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Giant Utility Escapes Anti-Trust Action

ction of the Defense Donald Quarles down. Secretary of Defense Rober! Laveit, an
ainst approach-  Actually the backstage maneusers to other Republican serving under Truman
ne ircraft in the Arctic is costing i b lidrust case against and Lovett sent the letter to the Justice
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