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It All Started With A Deputy Sheriff

lg\rlt the censor, nothing succeeds like
eXCess

Shored up, no doubt, by
ing knowledge that 63 pub
Iready been blacklisted by a Buncombe
County vigilante committee, Deputy
Sheriff Fred M. Barnett has just decided
to nominate 23 other titles for the honor

What titles? Smut-sleuth Barnett
knows but isn't telling. For all we know
they may include some of the Tar Heel

newspapers that have been running the .

collected love letters of Lana Turner.

At any rate, the custom in Buncombe
is to'censor in secrct, passing the word
along to distributors and news stand
operators who “cooperate 100 per cent
Barnett's excuse for this serio-comic
tomfoolery We don't want to publi
cize obscene matter

The impertinence of these self-stvled
arbiters of taste and moral influence
has seldom enioyed a finer flowering

Smut-sleuthing is a full-time job for
Deputy Barnett. He personally reviews
all publications that “look suspiciou:
and passes along his findings 1o a five-
member committee for action. After the
secret blacklists are compiled, he checks
all the newsstands to be sure that none
of the banned publications is sold

1t is no doubt true that many of the
publications Buncombe's smut sleuth
finds objectionable are indeed offensive
to a lot of people. Some are certainly
offensive to us. But the safest method
of dealing with the problem is by or-
dinary due process. There are penalties
for obscenily. They ought to be en-
forced: but they ought to be enforced
by duly constituted authority under
which accused persons and firms en-

r cons

Mional rights to defend
Ives and their property
Buncombe's own special varfety of
ting on advice of a deputy sher-

riunately spread to other
counties. A good many magazine distri-
butors have been panicked into blindly
accepting the blacklisters' judgment that
what is good or bad can be determined
by titles rather than the contents of
individual issues.

1f this kind of foolishness is permit-
ted fo flourish and spread what is to
prevent other kinds of censorship? If
sheriff's deputies and distributors can
conspire to freeze a photography maga-
zine off the racks foday they can con-
spire to freeze a Renublican or a Dem
r ofl the racks tomor-
ger—when the
entments and
moral judgments of w self-appoint-
ed vigilantes are permitted to abri
the public’s right to read what it pleases

Freedom 10 read is a rather precious
privilege. Like any other freedom. it can
be used wisely or foolishly. There's
nothing at all wrong with efforts to
improve the quality of choices through
which that freedom is exercised. But ef-
forts by individuals or groups to limit,
by pressure or similarly distasteful tac-
tics, the freedom of choice of others. or
to impose their own standards or tastes
on a community at large, should be op-
posed. Likewise, the reading public
should oppose formal or informal gove
ernmental actions to abridge the free-
dom to read. except through enforce-
ment, by due and open process of law,
of constitutionally valid statutes not
involving elements of prior restraint

ocratic
row
individual pre

New Glory For The Garden Clubbers

NE of the more curious aspects
of the current political scene is the

power of the women who water the
nation’s petunias and cultivate its roses

Garden clubbers are getting a major
share of the credit for congressional
passage of a bill to encourage state reg-
ulation of billboards along the new 41.
000-mile federal interstate highway
tem. The accuracy of this estimate was
confirmed when opponents of billboard
control began to attack the “assthetic
pretensions” of garden club members.
“Few agree on how (the defeat of the
billboard lobby) happened,” Nrews col-
umist Doris Fleeson reported from
‘Washington, “but the home-going legis
lators feel generally that they have
pleased their women constituents

‘The curious thing is that billboard con-
{rol legislation failed even to get out
of committee at the last session of Con-
gress. Earlier this year it was announced
that billboard interests had gotten up a
$300,000 war chest to fight controls. Yet
when the showdown came Congress
passed a control bill, partially, at least
to please the ladies

If this comes as a revelation to any
garden clubs hereabouts who have not
intervened in the billboard fight, it may
also come as a revelation that the fight
is not over. Congress has merely of-
fered incentive payments to slates which
adopt the billboard control standards it
prescribed. The issue has not yet been
joined in North Carolina

In neighboring Virginia, the issue wi
joined in January, Billboard interest
sent letlers to farmers and other prop-
erty owners saying “a very smoll group
of ‘people, mostly ladies’ garden clubs

svs-

and city people were backing
billboard control The members of
these garden clubs and other similar

From The Monchester Guardian

clubs have written or talked with every
member of both houses of the General
Assembly. They have done such a good
job that a great many members of the
General Assembly think that the rest of
the people in the state feel the same
way as this small group of ladies!

The letter intimated strongly that if
these “few ladies™ were successful in
promoting billboard control they would
next interest themselves in telling farm-
ers what color to paint their barns and
outbuildings. Nevertheless. the ladies
were successful. The Virginia General
Assembly passed a strong control mea-
sure

We're not guilty of forgetting the in-
junction never (o underestimate the pow-
er of a woman. But frankly, we're just
a little amazed at these tributes to their
polifical prowess

It will be interesting 1o see how the
ladies and the billboards fare in North
Carolina when the question comes up,
All members of North Carolina’s con-
gressional delegation voted against the
control bill in Congress and Gov. Hodg-
es has not yet declared himseif on what
course the state should take

Spreading It Thick

']‘HH U. S. Department of Labor has
refused to release statistics dealing
with military purchases of peanut but-
ter, according to a report on security
precautions prepared by a House sub-
commiltee on government information.
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ANTHEMS, ANTHEMS, ANTHEMS

l‘HE ever-lengthening  list of the
world's national anthems is now
swelled by a new anthem for Ghana It
has a tune known 1o millions of Ghana-
ians. but how well will it be known out
side even West Africa? By a strange
paradox. the best-known tunes in the

world least known to those out-
side tribal ambit. The national
radios full of “unknown™ anthems
- Sa LIBERIA, SALVE: OBEN AM
DEUTSCHEN RHEIN LEHNET S1cd Liecwr
ENSTEIN: Haiti's Pour LE PAYS. FOUR LES
ANCETRES. Hawaii's Hawan poxot

Few anthems have been written by
great musicians, but often there is a
touch of something like poetry. as in
Czechoslovakia's national 1them

“Where y home? Where my

home?

Water rushes (] 0 3

Breezes m es

In the springtime full of bloom

An earthly paradise to vie

This is the fair land of Bohemia,

Bohemia is my home
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Triumph Without Serenity
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The Marvel Built By Ford

8y JOSE®H ALSOP

DEARBORN, Mich
N ALL the world, there is anly
one ather experience to com-
pare with a day spent at Ford's
gigantic River Rouge plant. Cu
riously enough. it is the sight of
the most ancient of the world’s
great irrigation systems
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{ has almost always been domi-
nated by the oil companies, not dicated
to the ol companies. Herbert Hoover Jr., last
was undersecretary of state during

d bringing King Sau

ed automobile.  All are over-
whelming, but the most over-
whelming is the vast plant where

Ford engines are made.

This s a fantastic place, with
its long automated lines where a
cylinder block. for instance. goes
in al one end in the rough and
comes out at the other end ma-
chined to a tolérance of three ten-
thousandths of an inch

NOISE AND GREYNESS

head  monorails  that
from one line to the
vast processions of
agilaled mobiles. In the
se and greyness, the color code
m strikes notes of brilliant
Thunderbird engines
are peacock blue, for instance.
witle the engines for the Ford
Fairlane are jade green. And
there are miracles, like the fan-
tastic lathe that simultaneously
machines all the many counter-
slanted surfaces of a crankshaft
— the lathe that made Chris
Bowles. the young plant manager.
burst out in admiration

They said it couldn't be done
hut by God it was done, and I
ike just looking at it.”
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Texas Rightist Poses Threat
To Johnson's Moderate Role

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
ql DDENLY Texas has come up
& with a portent of trouble in
store for the Democrats,

The conservative wealthy
William Blakley of Dallas an-
nounced this week that he would
run for the Democratic nomina-
tion for the United States Senate.
At stake is the seat he held hrief
1y by appointment in 1857 from
the then Gov Allan Shivers

In a special election last April,
Texas loyalists at long last suc-
coeded in clecting their favorite,
Ralph Yarborough, fo that seat
They had tried three times
failed to make Yarborough gov-
ernor

YARBOROUGH SWITCHING?

Blakley had been assuring hi
own friends that he would pos
tively not take on Yarborough. A
report promptly became current
that he had learned Yarhorough
was switching to his old love, the
race for governor

Those who credit the report de-
clare Blakley could not beat Yar
borough for the Senate but would
be a powerful contender
any other candidate the loy
could put into the Democratic
primary

Blakley came here as an i
senhower Democrat Lut is now
sald to be disillusioned with the
President and Washington trends.
It is in the possible success of &
right-wing southerner from hig,
rich Texas that trouble lies for
Democrals generally and another
Texan, Senate Majorily Leader
Lyndon Johnson, in particular,

RALLYING THE RIGHTISTS

For several reasons Democrats
have been able 1o helieve and
hope that they could minimize
their regional differences as the
next presidential campaign ap-
proaches. Nearly all the strong:
willed leaders who fostered anti
Truman sentiment have faded
from the scene. Sen Yar
horough's victory encouraged all
the southerners of more liberal
views

A Blakley victory will re-em
phasize the party’s diiforences
and rally the right wing to new
efforts in 1960. Whether he him-
self possesses capacity for politi
cal leadership of the kind o
held by such men as tormer Sen
James F, Byrnes could not be
determined in the few mon
was here but his practical abi
ties are much admired by Tex

an

Sen. Johnson is the leading con.
gressional advocate of the kind of
moderation that will ensble all

Dermocrats to huddle under the
same tent, civil nglits included,
in 1960, He has held the Senate
firmly to a middle course — foo
firmly to suit the Northern and
Western Democrats

Johnson's personal problem is
not to gel too far from the right
for Texas. His liberal colleague,

JAMES F. BYRNES
A Strong Will

is @ boon to him in
{hal respect. Beside Yarborough,
Johinsan seems to Texas mare
conservative even though he must
sometimes vield to North and
West sentiments in the party

EFFECT

Yarboro

OPPOSITE

The effect of Blakeley in the Sen-
ate would be fhe exact opposite,
make Johnson seem
at home and at the
id represent pres-
sure e majority leader ta
tuke wiore conservalive positions
nationally

hension of liberal Dem.-
o t the Johnson policies
will hurt them in a presidential
contest against Vice President
Niyon would be quickly sharpened
b miove Johnson might make
{he direction of the Blakley be-
Hefs

NO ADMISSION

The senior senator from Texas
does not admit for a minute that
he is a candidate for President
Reporters interpret lis actions as
meaning that he is. Knowing him
they would not expect him to be
resigned fo his fate but lo take
action

Same of the answers from Tex-
as will be available seon, since
the final filing date for the party

primarics is May 5 next

People’s Platform

Mr. Dulles Deserves

Praise For Frankness
Char

Editors, The News

NOTICED recently in this

column that Mr. A € Buckle
seems o object to Secretary
of State Dulles' practice of tell
ing the Ametican people that cer
tain Russian pronouncements are
believed to he mere agan
da” or “lies” — the latler two
words Mr. Buckle chose [0 in-
terpret synonymously

Now, I commend the
tary's honesty and forthright
in so advising the peo)
opinion, and hold that if he wa
any less honest and forthright
with us on this would
amount 1o a befrayal of sucred
public trust

ocre.

score, it

Of course, most Americans
ready know (hat Russian s
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ther. I underst
trade they
matic liars
ulles hecomes n
that. fact. (rom time to time
should have enough o
v it anyhow
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simply concedes that his oppon
ent speaks the fruth?
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than y¢

Ethiopian sage, Senato t
just happens that this earthy,
old darky commented

on this subject, thus-
Iy: “If you calls a man whats
biggah den u is a lve, jus mak
stio U is fo'n a two-foat piece of
a0 den u mos lakly will

—J. R. CHERRY JR,

Did You Notice Date
On Nuclear Test Ban?

Havre De Grace, Md,

Edilars, The News
Al som-test  halt” - an-
nounced by the Soviel govern.
through the mouthpiece
A. Gromgko appeared
ers all over the world
hundreds of mil-
1 wonder how
those readers noticed the

Ap
nsfitu.
tion well known in Russia
—MONTGOMERY M. GREE!
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