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Higher Education’s

JITH all of the condescending sweet
ness of a scoutmaster lecturing a
recalcitrant tenderfoot. the State Board
of Higher Education has put University
of North Carolina trustees straight on
the subject of administrative checks and
balances
Crities of

the board's action in trim

ming State College requests for new mar

yied student housing were simply se:
back to their law books ( Chapter 1131
Acts of the 1957 General Assembly) for
the answer

1 hority thus established. the

n patiently explained the rea
the action—all very plausible
e-page tut-tut then took the form
of a broad definition of the board's
hroad mission™ and a brief expression
of the beauties of “laboring in partner.
ship.”

The “partnership,” however, is a ten-
uous one. It must be apparent to ihe
hoard that the waspish outburst about
housing for married students at State
College is merely symptomatic of larger
doubls and fears [l seems inevitable
that the matter will be tossed into
the boiling cauldron of politics when the
General Assembly meels in 1959

This could become a major (ragedy
Hasty action could result in the oblitera-
tion of a laudable scheme 1o provide for
the orderly growth of North Carolina's
12 state-supported institutions of higher
learning

However laudable. the scheme has been
poorly defined and poorly sold to the
puby

There Is a widespread feeling that an
elaborate bureaucracy has been set up in
higher education in North Carolina. Con-
sequently. it is feared that something will
have 10 give somewhere—either the State
Board of Higher Education will be abol-

now

Ragged 'Partnership’

shed, the Consolidated University will
he broken up inlo three separate unils
with three boards of trustees or the nine
other institutions of higher education will
be absorbed into an enlarged consolidated
university system
these drastic meas
swoided—and they should be avo
til the whole problem of educas
tion in North Carolina is given Jong, care-
ful scrutiny—some fast footwork by the
Hodges admimistration will be necessary
Specificially. the rale of the Board of
Higher Education will have to be clari-
fied and perhaps even redefined in the
light of existing confusion The need is
urgent Whether he is willing to admit it
now or not. the governor obviously rec
ognized this urgency in January when he
appointed a joint study commitiee to as-

s are 1o be

ted un

sess the situation. The urgency was force
fully expressed Feb. 268 by the GREENS
soro Daiy News one of North Caro-

hv\« & mast responsible editorial voices
Ihis exceedingly complex ques
tion regarding the power structure of
higher educa it to be ponde
debated and threshed oul now rather than
tossed into the maelstrom of 1959 polw
ties As long as higher education has
a vast range of hureaucracy mountains
to scale every time it makes an on-cam-
pus decision. results will be less than sat-
isfactory long as these complex
power problems hang in mid-air the ad
minstrators on the campus level will op
erate in perpetual confusion
The Board of Higher Education has
only skimmed several surfaces and slap:
ped several wrists The problem remains
fo be explored in depth Let the explora:
tion proceed and the debate continue un-
til solutions satisfactory to the mafority
are shaped—with or without the assist
ance of the General Assemb)

The Better-Than-Nothing Disability Plan

EGAL nitpickers in and out of Con-
4 gress have made out the Eisenhow-
er-Nixon presidential disability plan as

g makeshift
certainly Is. There is no
constitutional provision on presi

disability, and a fool-dragging
Shabby it
may he—this being a matter we gladly
leave 1o the leisurely debate of the legal
higdomes in Congress

But the administration plan has one
shining virtue. It provides the means
hy which the reins of executive author-
ity may be picked up and used in the
event they fall from the hands of a
stricken Chief Executive. These means,
though their lezality is unproved, we
prefer to the paralysis of the Executive
hranch that occurred during ilinesses of
Presidents Wilson and Garfield

Our preference is based on the nu-
clear-age necessity of having Executive
authority functioning constantly. The
auestion of whether or not to use nu-
clear weapons is just one fateful con-
cern that might require immediate Ex-
ecutive decision. If this question should
arise it would be preferable for the vice
president 1o answer it. ‘and let his au

clear
dential
Congress has provided none

thority be settled later in court. than

for him merely to put it on agenda of
an incapacitated president

House Speaker T'ﬂ'hv'm argues co-
gently acalns the administration plan,
fo wit: “I don't know how me. are gn-

ing to create an office of Acting Presi-
dent. 1 don't see how can have
someone carrying on the duties of pres
ident without taking an oath. Would he
take an oath? Suppose he takes the con-
stitutional oath. Then he would be nres-
ident for the rest of the term ' fand the
president. if he recovered from his dis-
ability. could not regain his office)

These mav be verv sound ohjections
If so, let them be eliminated in a dis-
ability system prescribed by Congress
Meantime. the President’s plan to vield
his powers to the vice president if he
cannot exercise them himsell seems to be
the essence of prudence

Certainly the solution to the problem
of presidential disability must not be un:
dertaken in a spirit of haste and frenzy

But in the 171 vears since the Consli

vou

Sack The Sack & Shift The Shift

IF ever a cloud had a silver lining if
was that which spread a glorious
pall over seven eastern states when 105
000 dress makers went on strike

Those who stood in Madison Square
varden and cheered their leaders might
alsa be clieered in their knowledge that

hey have favor

mankind

immense

done an

(who well knows it) and to

From The Manchaster Guardian
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Pentagon's New Broom Doesn’t Seem T o Be Sweeping

WASHINGTON
ritical
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een urges on
He has beg

o0 ask with a

‘Crouchgoggle’

Brings Terror
To The Home

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALANOS, Spain
HAVE & patlietic bulleun from
a friend of mine named Raf

Rackstraw. who is & hospital
case and i< brooding aloud atiout
how he made it to the anediic
It turns out he went shopping for
a birthday present for his
vear-old moppet and spotied u do.
it-vourself, unassembled do
Eight bucks went down the Hm n
snd tather look his piecemeal toy
home and went 10 work assemblis
same

“Ihere were enough insir
tions.” says he “to build u rovk
el 1o the moon. Sort Fasten
Part A fo P where the |
teris joins the offstudy, afler huch

the arbifan wia a
Tighten the ue
angle in Part (

lng down
croiichgoggle
ter. then

will line up with the groinenjoint
kte
STATE OF GAUL

Theee days our old' friend Rafe
toiled on this project. with his

g around Jooking su

Iy believec

window. 1o see il | ¢

olde dadde hasnt a fin
et a knuckle inskinned.

doll’s crib i€ still in @ stale of
Gaul—tres partes divisa est. |
chastised my issie into. her downy

cot. and th
a carpenter to shove this forture
o some semblance of

chamber

shape. 1 then retired to (he in-
firmury
Our confused friend says he Is
moving from New York Cily tn
r. immedia since e
a news item that a New
York Stale Assemblyman, one
e M. Rulison, the father
1. has just bred
iculties in
vounguns and, apart rom swears
ing. has done something about it
CLEAR LABELS
He introduced @ bill in the log-
{slature to resteiet the
nble-it-voursell toys — at least
Kite niave 1o be
heled thel poar old pa
nvihing more compl 1
V3060
1 could not b more symipalhitic

with Rackstraw. because I 100 am
onaffiicled of Allah in terms of
inanimate objects. I was reached
ont for and bitten severely by an
angry bedstead the other day |
wenl fo inspect the new
of a friend. and an_ interior doco:
dead tree lunged af me
and knocked me, in the dead of

ishpoo!

winter. into the ice-rirmmed poo)
My body is generally a mass
ol bruises from contact with inani

possessed of lives

own, The simplest sui
astening barks my knuckles
recently fo put a pres
managed o
great

together and

ruake it explde, wreaking

havoc on my mistache. evebrows
and what ha n count o) W
head
10T KEY
ple as changing a
2 blows up 1he 0
1

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON i

sentinent why, since
departmen

to carry
at has long
been poctponed. This attitude came
to light during the recent Puerio
Rico conference on defense reor
anization and it disturbed those
d expected McElroy to be

the new broom and end the int
seryice bickering, the duplication
and was!

SEEMING VIGOR

Six months ago McElroy

took
his job with a see 0g vigor and
decisiveness, encouraging the be-
lief that there at least was some-
one who could bring order out of
growing confusion. These

associates are saving today that

DEFENSE SEC. McELROY
A Falling Vigor®

the secretary has at best fwa moty
monlhis in which he Will still have
the (reedom Lo take decisions fone
deferred After will

be so committed, so beset by the

forces

d change, that his reorgani
plan is hound 1o be a wa
Lered-down compromise
CANDID VIEW
What is happening to McEly
< symplomatic of what is occur

ring within a tired administration
This candid view of fhose
wiio in ifie recent past have heen
cipants in the ad

s the

avdent pi

same
»

By MARQUIS CHILDS

istration and admirers of the Pres
den

They ascribe this in pat to the
President’s reluctance to face up
o the plight in which he finds
himsell. He simply does not want
to be told he unplessant facts of
lite. Therefore his immediate stalf
shelters him more and more, and
it is on them that the blame
for things that are neglected or
g0 wrong In the present state of
drift

ANOTHER FACTOR

With respect 1o the reorganiza:
tion of the Defense Department
and the command system, another
factor enters in. The President
has from the beginning been fear-
ful of the accasation that, as

ilitary man, he was imposin
wn militaristic ideas on the
country. Consequently he has bent

over backward (o avoid any semb:
lance of asseriing his will in these

But i he does not achieve at
least part of the goal of remaking
the Defense Department, he will
have  conspicu failed  in
what he said in 1052 was a major
objective., In a campaign speech
i Baltimore in October of that
year, he prescribed a complete
overhaul with real unific -tion un

der the secretary of defense
and the chairman of the dJoint
Chiefs of Statf

t is not. of course. easy o re
things as they ae
tlie powerhonse 1
on Capitol Hill, is
those lore

Nasy  strategists are credited

with ispiring the latest manenver
ed to block any admini
I plan of reorganization zoing
mere Lidyir, up of the
This is the bill i
Chairman Carl Vin-
House Armed Ser
ttee and Republican
whip Leslie Arend: ranking
ber of that commit
w the interests of

beyond a
setup
Iroduced by

son of the

present

tee. Avowedly

‘Okay — Keep At It'

the lamed Senate

greater efficiency, it would prune
away 29 oi the undersecretaries
and assistant secretavies and 1,800
ol the secrelary of defense’s statf
of 2,400,

N EFFECT

The net eliect, in the view of
those who believe that greater
unification is imperative, would

be 10 give the three separale serv-
ices greater autonomy and leave
the secretary with less power than
he has now. The Vinson-Arends
measure is credited by some to
Secretary of the Navy Thomas S.
Gates St

Vinson has never made any se-
cret’of his determination fo keep
the status quo in the Delense De-
partment. He sees red o' any sug-

ISENHOWER
Interest?

PRESIDENT
A Lessening

coucentrated
gle ch Under
wappy relationship he enjoys
with the Navy, his native Geor
@ia has been generously sprinkled
with naval largesse.

OLD GAME

gestion of authority

na s { of staff

It is an old game the Navy has
plaved often before. While in-
creased doubt over the uselulness
of giant aircralt carriers with their
fabulous cost — $300 million for
the cartier and perhaps as much
for the <hips fo go with it — has
gronn. (he Navy the ober day
laid the keel of an  atomic-pow-

v congressiongl com

ered giant. The tragic deficiency
in American submarines, as
against Russia ha. become
increasingly conspicuous

The President has in the past
made a vigorous case for what he
helieves must be done to gain el
ficiency and economy. But today
he seems willing to let events
take their own course,

Both Parties
Running Hard
Against lke

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
EPUBLICANS and Democra
are nol running against each
ather at this point in the congres:
sional campaign—both are run-

ning against the administration
The first casualty is the Eisen-
hower budget, Its precarious bal-
ance was cynically regarded (rom
the start, Since then every mon-
ey bill — appropriation or author
ization — to reach the floor has
been increased, and the end is no-

where near in sight

The President has joined in this
process with respect to defense
spending. for which various sup-
plemental bills have been offered
by the new secretary of defense.

HUGE DE

Some observers now  believe
that even without crash programs
the hudget deficit may approach
ons unless some unlooked.
of economic _activity
softens the congressional mood,
Even 5o, all hands — on The Hill
and al the White House — have
talked tax cuts so much they wil
soon not be in a position o back
out of one.

Democrats sel the pace for the
present race. But worried Repuh
licans follow to a degree and
sometimes lead. as with the de-
mand of GOP Senate leader Wil
liam F. Knowland for more Wi
ter starts

MILDER MEN

11T

Time was when an administia.

tor Dode and his immediate s
Rowland Hughes; former
.\N\(H.'H of the Treasury Geotge
M. Humphrey and Sher
ame, the 10 the
denl — put up a hard fight, B
two much milder P
val Brundage and Robert Ander-
son — now hold the Budget and
Treasury posis

Informed

assistant

men — e

th
dare

that Republicans
again being brai H('n!
ol depression. Cerl

playing much closer {0
strategists than in former yea

CHALLENGE TALKED

Reports emerging from s
Prosident’s w e ek 1y contevo s
with Republican legislative lew
er= suggest that they cons r
Knowland and Stsies
Bridges and Rep. Charles 3. 1l
leck “explaining the Democratic
challenge to the President and de-
scribing what ought to be done (o
meet il So far the White House
has held back on any massive oul.
lays, talking only of what it might

e of (he conferences
however. that the
leaders are ready o
ir lair-warning  coe
eration for sell-serving actions
they feel the times demand it
'NEW' GUARD
It is not a case of (i

ican Ol Guard loaders making
Iite more _ditticult for the Whits
House, Lisenhower Republica
om Industrial arcas — those of
Sen. Jacob K. Javits of New Yo
and Clifford P. Case of New
sey are (wo — are in the forefront
I those crying too little and 100
.

clear indication that fle
sident has caught the mood o
ved at his pre

= who did not go a
es of foreign aid. s

nse and fhe se «

A broad. range of i
policy, is amtted from 8
ation

Why The Free Press Has To Be Nosey
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Richard imunistra « the N it {hat top many cunstessmen are on the background of Commissioner Mack
Communics: York Herald Tribune th o il 1 1o protect thei fricnds. Too many before he was appointed. This column
he question of the fivepercenter he Truman | nler al the POC I3 also ¢ reported his pro-utility connectio: on
fre: administration—thou ne e trouble with fhe J Dopartment. The  May 27, 1853, belore he took office. Tl
P has been strar ! al Iz beeome @ political js a responsibility of the press, bit n
12 the President’s Lo daw i ofiit ley we Depariment. de  iis responsibility alone
i h ninistration nile an.urim en. did not move 10 1o wayer, the Justice Departme
The life of the diggm man 49 I« CRITIL CONRTESSMEn Uy FRY - frequently don't like ta go
s not always easy. He call; r\ numes this colutn. One o3 youngy the choice of the White 1l
from bot [ the political ler DoPaTAmen MY and trie of both the Repub)|
until Someti 2 r ¢ i Tt and the Damocrats
0 press. be f s ST
¢ viall fun No Difference
f ¥ m 1de: { 1 N the perty in po h
. . 7 |l d haons Bot It
i by .- 1. Early Mack Probe o " o Heokw it flaim 1o be honest
b In the Cammissione e n under the T 1 administys
e acted until goaded ! pIOOEE
i § Chwar 1 vl i " o
h Times who forced th A i iy ¥
by te Lst ( ¥ } )
af nior g t Federal !
i rviewed Thurman Whiteside. Th S own Coel™0, Hanseniw
belore Dr. Schwartz o 1 e | Home nally. 1 f
the Wush nglon. “"1"‘.‘ GO i nn reveal s worki (.. exposing people
NS Pricten missioner Mack f ailmission 1 \pany-on r posing. It's no p
fng m hin that he received money Poor old John Maragon e
om Whiteside, 1 ¢ published Ja Bnckground Ncedcd peddle o 1 had something to ¢ h
Mick was int A wilb) | he the Jiistice De e o e
| b corder and gave d Y h

rder that 1 |

sce. hiir

B




