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Consolidated Tax Office Needed Now

HE TIME is clearly ripe for tonsoli-
. dation of the tax offices of Charlotte
snd Mecklenburg County

It must be noted, however. thit op-
portunity has been Kknocking rather in.
sistently sin 1949, It is regreftable

indeed that any serious discussion of a
merger was postponed until after the
unfortunate death this week of City Tax
Collector John H. Mills,

Aside from some hot exchanges on the
subject between city and county officials
jn 1953 and again in 1955, tax consol
dation has never received the earnest
and thorough consideration it deserves
Somehow, rant always replaced reason
whenever the matter was brought up

The advantages of consolidation of the
rly stted by

two tax offices were c

the University of North Carolinas Insti
tute of Government in 1049 after in ex-
haustive study of the situation here.

They were

1—Assuming the burden of taxa-
{lon maintains same relative posi
tion it presently holds, it is likely that
consolidation would mean an 8 to 10 per
cent reduction in the overall expense
of the office of collector of revenue plus
a substantial reduction in the over-all
expense of legal assistance.

2 Taxpayers owning property within
the corporate limits of Charlotte would
find the matter of paying and adjust-
ing bills simpler and more convenient
than at present,

the

3—While it is doubtful that consoli
dation would any marked imp;
o in the collection of taxes so long
as money is as free as al present. there
is some reason to believe that a con-
solidated agency might function more
efficiently than separate agencies in a
period of depression

These points are as valid today as
they were in 1949 when they were first
presented and filed carefully away at
City Hall and the County Court House.
The last is even timelier than it was in
1949

It is entirely true, as City Councilman
Albea indicates, that a complete consoli-
dation of city and county governments
is preferable to peacemeal consolida
tion. This is true because complete

consolidation would mean that the cify
count

office would work under
verning body, thus guaranteeing

e uniformity in applying taxes and
enforcing equality of treatment of tax
pavers

3ut even if complete consolidation is
not achieved now. we believe the advan-
tages of consolidating the two tax
offices far outweigh the possible dis-
advantages. These potential advantages
would include greater efficiency, econ.
omy and convenience.

Mecklenburgers, we believe, are more
than ready for these benefits.

City Councilmen and County Commis-
sioners should waste no more time in
protecting the status quo.

FCC Probe: Senators Should Help Dig

ERTAIN senators must now decide
4 whether the House investigation of

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion is to produce any lasting benefit
Three senators—Democrats Kefauver

of Tennessee and Holland and Smath-
ers of Florida—stand accused of at-
tempting to coerce the FCC to vote for
a certain applicant for a Miami tele
vision channel. It is a matter of record
that this applicant didn't get the chan-

nel \lsn the accusation comes {rim a
witne: himself is being interro-
gated the actions of his firm
National Airlines, which was awarded
the channel

Thus it may be possible that the
charge by G, T. Baker. National's presi-
dent is, as Smathers and Holland allege
the act “of a desperate man.” But if

so, let it be proved by voluntary festi-
mony on the part of the senators In-
ing their immunity to being clled
as witnesses also would invoke suspicion
that the investigation is one-sided

As it stands the House investigition
has neither failed nor succeeded The
ouster of Commissioner Richard Mack
while most desirable. was like shooting
a fish in a barrel. Whether dishonest
or not, the man was incredibly nsive
and should never have been permitted
to take office.

This point brings up the involvement
of the Senate as a whole in the conduct
of the regulatory commissions. Its con-
stitutional option on approving or dis-
approving presidential appointees to
these agencies is an obligation rather
a privilege. It must share. to some
extent. the responsibility of seeing to it
that approved appointees are respon-
sible and ethical men,

M. has departed. but there is no
assurance that he will be replaced by

a more worthy man. Nor is there any
full public knowledze of the various
sources of pressure brought fo hear

on the regulatory agencies

The basis for any real remedy must
be a general knowledge of the condi-
tions that prevail in these agencies
What part, if any, individual senators
played in the case that cooked Mack is
essential to that knowledge. What pres-
sure, if any, the White House has ex-
erted also must be explored

By voluntary appearance before the
House committee the senators could dis-
pose of a “desperate” charge and, at
the same time, pose a test of the admin-
istration’s desire to rectify the regula-
torv agencies

The House committee doubtless would
be delighted to hear Sherman Adams
comment on intimations that he has
heen intervening in deliberations of the
Civil Aeronautics Board

Worth Of Jonquils I's Hard To Reckon

EOPLE patronizing the strectside
flower stalls are finding out infla-
tion has hit the jonquil market a hard
lick
That is, we hope they're finding out
We paid 35 cents for a bunch of the
sticky-stemmed beauties the other day
dime more than last year And if that is

not the going price. we've been taken
fo the fune of ten cents by a vendor
given to mind reading

We m ad no way of §

we'd bee by his co

Jast four weeks, hoping to
playing bright wares. Nobody fold
this spring’s blessed assur-

on th
prized in our household above
yard full of robins as a sign of winler's
demise. Robins, as you may have noticed
are rather loony, Some of them always
are Jurking about, looking for handouts
and willing, in exchange, to procaim
spring in mid-Janua

But this flower ve
pear until he has the

corner

slole

spring in hand. Whe
you know it is sa
overcoat lining, to

! starl re

aty vath

o a

the price hike
creased demar

From The Miami Herold

It’s Late But Lovely

plying of the bulbs must have increased
the supply

This s a riddle to which we have no
ar

But then there thing the v
dor de t know either

That is that this spring we could have

been taken for more than a dime in or-
der to get into hand and into home a
bunch of yellow jonquils.
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Battle Of Millionaires Is Big Political Hit In NewY ork

By MARQUIS CHILDS

1 N
Amateurs Have A Way Of

ALBANY, N, Y.
_\ HARRIMAN versus a Rocke
i — that is the prospect

with tha

hard to

in the contest for governor of New ”

York this fall NO, DOUBTS
Gov. Averell Harriman, a Dem- 1t couid only
ocrat, is running for re-election,

and the most likely Republican

opponent at the moment is Nelson
Rockefeller, One of the five grand-
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came mare deeply involved in - men of position and means such
public lite than any of his broth- s Charies e ‘dlighss. and
ers, He las smelled the smoke of pranklin D. Roosevelt to cantest
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sional politicians w
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recent Fortune
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each man was listed with a net reckoned with in the choice of a
\‘-rl”l of S'W million. This is, of Democratic caundidate for Pres:
a guess, since no bal. dent in 1960

ance ~1\u'5 uere u\.nh!vh- and Although he will be 67 shortiy

People’s Platform

Let Older People

M the bill authored by Indiana's
Earn Their Livings great. William Jemner, you must

Cheraw, S. C. reason more cogently than the
Editors, The News expression of mere  supericial
'\ TDDLE-aged people, most of charges that it is “irresponsible
AL whom have families to sup- and “radical.”

part, are denied employment be-
cause of their age by most indus-
tries. Syriu‘

These people are competent and
experienced, and more steady, pro-

Rock Hill, S. €
ductive and dependable than most  pyiore Tre Nenr ok T > G
of your younger peaple who like 't e SO L
10 change jobs quite often. In some |7 2 (OO 5 AR S HEOO

of our states they have laws

against hiring older people Western
Syria's

Why not give the older people
jobs so they can earn a decent
living in this, the world's wealth.
iest nation. Let's hope some
change will take place for the
many as well as for the privileged
few

by the *

A, GRAHAM
If Jenner’s Radical
So’s The Constitution

Charlotte  Saudi Arabia sed 1o be a
Editors, The Ne friend of the U “was_further
ERMIT me |4\ mhm\l on your from the U.S. than Col. Nasser's

recent editorial charges that Egypt
the Jenner bill is “irresponsible  with the
disturbing radicalism.” and  US. 4

incompatible with bona fide con- times

servatism,

First, il should be established
whether or not the Jenner Bill
to curb the Supreme Court's

Goes

saliable lust for power
patible with the intent and m,m

ing of the Cansttition. Fditors
1N, clause 2 of Ses ROB
cally states: * The mn me (o most
siall have appellate jurisd 1l nat
both as fo Law and Facl, with

\woman

such exceptions, and under such
)(ezuinumn as the (onzn s \Imll

prejudice

Cause For Mourning

scene will be a great loss to the
unique and hostile positi
the Western nations in the U.N.

The recent report made pu

ties" shows that Syria voted with

A surprising e shows that
s

By corr
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5 when he had been
governor for two years, Harriman
was out for the presidential nom.

He has today a sure political
a shrewd,
drive that would be remarkable in
an who had spent his life seek-

office

transformation —
talented
amateur hoiding a series of im.
appointive to
g the governor's chair
in his own right

SLIM CHANCES

One reason the politicians who
run the Democratic Party in the
gave Harriman,
teur, an opportunity in 1954 to run
was because
chances seemed so slim, Thomas

bad huilt

Nosember, a Dewey, retiring

with Harri ative practice.

calizing that up a supposedly sirong Republ

imself i the national  can organization. Aud Devsey had
before he had pressured Sen. Irving M. Ives, a
office, and successful vote-getter with some

labor support, into laking the Re-
publican’ nomination.

The professionals laughed when,
in the words of that advertisement
of long ago, Harriman sat down
at the piano. But he put on a tre-
mendously hard campaign, spend
ing freely of his energies and his
money. The Republicans made one
blunder after another. And at the
end of a long count Harriman had
won by 11,000 votes out of nearly
the five million cast

WITH THE TIDE

determined

This is an

and wealthy

Rockefeller is in a similar siti
ation today. He has served wilh
distinction in a series of appointi
jobs under Presidents Roosevelt,
Truman and Eisenhower, But to
wield any influence in the party
and the nation as an Eisenhower
Republican, he believes that he

the ama-

the

78
ey,

A Shortage Of Duelists
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By DORIS FLEESON

bl WASHINGTON  National Chairman Meade Al
ool AUTOMATIC  reaction 1o corn was compelled to settle for
mary vecent  pi a paper barrage &t the De
re. lie nds ‘of for ocrals and a dinner May 6 for
on his gre Republic Republicans members of the Sen.

ate and House to be addressed
by President, who will use

p
hiatchet the

make.” " Emphass ve M were his vl coat Wit in"sort spply wos 3 irce, cqual TV time
e have o classlc example.of 'u ore pomp and pride B QUEEN o of equal prest.ge end vigor B
Constitution's builtin “checks and  With her crown and all that goes Mot of ¢qual pre 4 XK The (rustrations of Republican
balances” which vou made a big with It. Yet he is not above pull i ll?p'« eful hnml ’1“' Irnulv‘n; politicians who want a Truman.
point. of in arguing against g & vedworm oul of the & BGusrguid Gosthesjoypand
Bill. Any further worries on this and making a meal of him, e e
point Wis legs and Hs fost seem IS N0t available to his party in
W is_clear then that Sen. fen- to be clothed in stockings SULELAl e
ner's Bill is not “irre: le”  shoes fhat fit s sn Thomas E.
or “radical” from the standpoint for Thomas rwdw‘l He was ¢
of being incompatible with™ the time to m: c, Yo
the will catch
by
— JAMES W. JEWELIL
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cally, however times. It makes the peopl
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ing thelr per-
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nth in Min-
They

THOMAS E. DEWE
*Not M

et

pion of thelr own were
pearing. Chairman An

signed to shove e Il keep the money all for ther Both are sturdy party men. But rew Schoeppel of the Seng
Court back into its proper sphere Some of us don't have Nixon needs independent votes GOP Campaign Committee said
of operation, and thus restore johs. We are living pretty 1o be clected President in 1950 in a television interview it would
the constitutional  plan going through the cities p and he reali hiirt some Republicans to support
up work. But the man or woman the President’s He also
This intent, Mr. Editor. Is who talks hard fimes is hurtir hinted that the < could
deed true conservatism — vour our pickup johs and our local by help some candidate would
fuzzy  notiong atism”  ness nly furt others ing out
o the contrary vish {0 — TOBE M. SHEPHERD

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

ISAGREEMENT continues among E

enhower economic advisers regard-
ing the best way to end the “depres-
sion"—a word which Ike used for the
first time last week.

One group believes a tax cut and wage
controls will do the trick. Tke himself
des with these advisers. He inclines
toward the Herbert Hoover theory, twice
expressed in the past two weeks, that there
is nothing much wrong with the economy
which a little public confidence won't

re. A chinsup fire t
tempt to restore thal

confidence

Real Priming?

Other advisers are more worried, be
eve it will take some real pump-prim
ing, a further drastic cut in the ederal
Reserve  requirements, and a  sizable
boost of consumer buying power before
there is a business pick-up. They favor
a real reclamation program for the West

and a speedup in the slow-moving fed-
eral highway program, plus a much bold-
er easing of credit.

What worries them is the fact that
consumers have bought so heavily on the
installment plan that buying power is at
a low ebb. Auto production is at a dis.
couraging low. Until buying power is re
stored, White House advisers warn there
will be no pick-up in business

Scientists Sacrifice
There's been a lot
setbacks of

10 overcome

sethacks. -

thase One interesting feature
is that budget officers, anxious to keep
down gave rigid instruc
tions should work no:
more than eight hours & day, 40 hours a
wee

have been completely,
ignored. The secrecy

These orders
though secretly,

overtime,
ﬂmlzcl Bureau frowns on overtime for

Ike On Benson

Taft Benson

results from the fact that Navy scien.
tists don't want to get into a wrangle Instead,
with budget officers, They simply work unrest"

but don't collect for it. The

Republican Congressmen A. L. (Doc

When they walked back out, the odds

The two Nebraska Congressmen didn't

immediately lay th
!

political nature, Mr
“I don't want

“The reason
President

office until the November

ustrate lis ability in

v

ractical politics.

Just as with THar an in "M,
he will get his clince only if the
Republican pros thisk the tide

running against thim. With the
odds in their hiey would
pick one of th such as
Leonard Hall, former Republican

national chaltman, who wants very
much o ruo.

PRIVATE POI

A private poll showed recently
that Rockefeller could come closer

than any other Republican possi-

bility to defeating Harrimar

n state wh A purly conven-
1 picks the candidates, Rockes

with Dewey's backing, may
And with the Harri
precedent, e could come
2 behind to do what the pros
thought wis impossible.

Potentiolly, therefore, with one
well-known name out of a great
wealth battling another well-known
name, this is the must interesting
political situation in the country,

‘You Don’t Get Anything For Nothing, Bub’

RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR THIS Fi £
PUBLIC mc«uw noui’rekﬁi ‘:~I

E'STATE OF

AWIICARQIINA

Who's To Answer Truman?

hie foregoing is one of many
bits of evidence that in the sixth
ear of the Eisenhower presiden.

cy. with a hard-fought congres
sional campaign coming up, the
President and his party have
failed to close a really

meaningful o lructive way,

The historis evolution of the
Presidedt of (he United States as
his party leader and champion is
distasteful to Mr ! isenhower, He

won't play, and
can take lis p
he wins o

public he traus
ma affli arly leaders.
To grin and hear seems to be
beyond most of them: the 3
nomic recession only adds Lo the

pain

on faction. with Dewey

arring spec

Of course, certain House mem.

hers. who would Tike 10 retire to
the comfariable life tonre of the
feder it thereby
In the Hisen.

Such are the

a condic

White House Divided On Recession Cure

cards on the table,
3 d about “economic
among midwest farmers, which,

they contended, wis bound to get worss
it Benson's order lowering d

dairy support

will come prices was allowed to go into effect on
Innc later and try to collect for it. April 1,
So the scientists have kept their over.
time to themselves. Main Business
“There are other considerati

President
1 10 think

Miller and Phil Weaver of Nebraska knew selfish or that Repuhlican congres
the odds were against them when they from our part of the country are
walked inlo President Eisenhower’s of vated solely by their swn politt

e the other day to sound out Ike on fures. But our vl ffonbla in
whether he would oust his bloody-but- farm  areas recent elee
unbowed Secretary of Agrieulture, Ezra tion shows th

today, M

is to quest that

hadn't changed, They were still about something b about Mr, Benson
100 to 1 against Benson's resigning, at Our party continiie to lose prestige
least by presidential request with the farm vole if I

he remains 10
lection "




