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Is The Economy A Political Plaything?

L-\ST week's massive dose of bombast
from the party publicists concern-
ing the 1858 recession raised a disturb.
ing moral question

Is the economy indeed the plaything
of politics, something to hel money an
votes on and win for dear old Alma Ma-
ter®

More and more. the politics of 1958
resemble the politics of 1980. Republi-
cap tubthumpers, almost toa man. deny
thet anything dreadful is in the economic
air. Democratic partisans, except for a
few dour conservatives, such as Sen
Byrd of Virginia, are talking doom and
gloom and demanding “drastic action.”

The calculations of the political strate-
gists appear to be coldly mercenary.
There is. for instance. the matter of
timing, Will their party gain more if
there is an early recovery or if it reach-
es full tide just befere the fall elec-
tions? Would pump-priming in a few
selected areas be economically more ef-
fective or would 2 tax cut be more
profitable politically?

1f there is some curiosity in the minds
of the electorate why RepubUcan con-
grtu!onal leaders have no stomach for
anti-recession legislation they might give
careful ear to an explanetion of one
close observer of the wily ways of Wash-
ington:

“To back such measures would be
in effect, to admit that errors ollpoljry
in the past have created a situation re-
quiring drastic action, and this the Re-
publicans are naturally reluctant to do”

Instead. we have the present Republi-
can President of the United Stales sug-
gesting that Americans might “go buy a
refrigerator” as a demonstration of fear-
lessness and the former Republican Pres-
ident of the United States bringing out
one of his 1931 speeches calling for cour-
age and confidence

Meanwhile in Democratic and Repub-
lican headquarters, the mimeograph ma-
chines are grinding out humbug by the
carload

It mey be news to Americans who
have not grown up politically that a re-
cession is not a football geme. It is
serious husiness that painfully affects
the calery intake of a great many citi-
zens

So, if it's just the same to the politi-
cos, we can do without the cheerleaders,
band music and halftime card stunts

We can do without false panaceac,
vintage 1931, too, and the professional
do-nothingness of each party's dinosaur
wing. We had better dispose of the no-
tion that we can cure the nation's ec-
onemic ifls cheaply without enormous
national effort while we're af it

The nation is in a recession. It is not
decorated with the clatter of doom, as
some Democrats claim, or is a self-cor-
recting trifle, as most Republicans seem
to feel. It js still a mild recession. But
it i getting slightly less mild every
day. Tt is likely to get even gamier if
no action is taken to correet it

Private inifiative. including the pur-
chase of innumerable refrigerators. is
os important as ever. It is. however, no
substitute for government action and
impetus. Certain general glternatives are
already available — increased govern-
ment spending on civilian facilities such
as schools, roads and hospifals and/or
a tax cut to pm\'idv purchasing power

for individual

Jt is, of course, mot “as simple as
that,” gs the President might say again
in some future news conference. It s &
terribly complex problem. It is worthy
of sober, serious thought, free of bathos
or bunk. The time to start thinking is
epproximately now.

Charlotte’s Scarecrow: Pardon Our Sigh

N AN earlier ere—say, about 1920—

we might have summoned up at least
two hips and a hurray over the prospect
of 8 new passenger station for Char-
lotte.

In 1958, however. ell we can manage
is a sigh of historical relief

It's just that we have had to suffer
too many hoo-ha's from municipal
neighbors with modern facilities. Point-
ing with pride would have been appro-
priste had “tentative” plans been an-
nounced three decades ago. Then we
could have editorialized thet the Queen
City of the South was in slep with the
times. At this late date we can only
wonder testily why it took so long.

the old station should not have

vanished with hoop skirts and beaver
hats it certainly should have made a
discreet exit with hip flasks and flap-
pers. lis lingering presence did add a
certain queintness to the midtown at-

mosphere. But there has been no market
for quaintness here since the first Wa-
chovia Bank & Trust Co. building went
up.

There is nothing wrong with antiquity
per se in transportation—if it is com-
fortable antiguity, Charlotte’s railroad
station is net only uncomfortable but
lacks standard equipment. In addition, it
is indescribably ugly end gives incoming
passengers a perfectly afrocious first-
view of a modern metropolis the Cham-
ber of Commerce likes to identify as
“the spearhead of the New South.”

Let the “tentative” plans gain substan-
tial form quickly. Let the tracks be
raised and let midtown be unbottled.
And when the move is actually made to
a modern new passenger station let it
be on tiptoes. After it’s in operation we
can just prefend that we've been en-
joying progress all along

Bacon, Bacon, Who's Got The Bacon?

IF things were not bad enough already
in the Eisenhower administration,
Washington newsmen have discovered
that it is harboring a poet in the Penta-
gon. He is Edward A. Bacon, deputy es-
sistant secretary of the Army for civil-
military affairs.

Mr. Bacon, it seems, has just had a
few of his poems published under the
title Licar Verse Anp Worse. One,
which the New Yorx Times says should
be mounted in embroidery behind every
Defense Department man's desk, goes

Every time 1 go to sleep

I marvel that I go to sleep

Things are such, that I should r
7

weep.
But, instead. I go to sleep

That philosopby is ell right for the
Pentagon, we suppose. But for the De-
partment of Commerce, which has a
recession to contend with, we recom-
mend the work of another writing fel-
low named Bacon—Francis Bacon (1561
1626 ). This Mr. Bacon wrote

Prosperity is not without mo

fears ond distastes; and o y

not without comforts and hopes.

From The Rocky Mount Evening Telegrom
REALISM RAMPANT

AHK some modern wrilers going 100
far in their near-obsession with the
aspects of

most sickening and sordid
life? One critic. writing of a brace of
new plays by Tennessee Williams. ex-
presses the opinion that this time Wil-
liams bas gone too far and that he is
wasting fine lalents on hog-pen sub-
Jects

Wide reaction to the new novel by
James Jones, Some Camz Runwmvg, has
been similar. One review of the 1.266
page book was headed, By Sex Opsessep,
& parody on the title of one of last year's
hit novels, James Gould Cozzens' By
Love Possessen

#

Time Magazine entitled its review,
Lire 1s A FourLetrer Worp, Compar:
ng Jones to ene of the characters in &
Tepnessee Williams play, the msgazine
said: “James Jones is the Stanley Kowal-
ski of U. 8. Jetters, Bulked into the
sweaty T shirt of latter-day realism, he
stirs raw sex, raw talk, raw emotions.
end raw ideas in a erude vat of the raw-
s home-brewed English.”

Does this mean that some critics are
beginning to think the pendulum of
American letters has swung 100 far? The
movement (o realism was oubted]y

an overdue reaction to some of the
nicenellylsm that bhad taken over much
of Victorian literature, both in America
and England  Certainly it has produced

some of the best of 20th century litera-
ture
But of late it has gome off the deep
E

end in many cases those who

screamed “More, More.” have hegun te
have their doubts. But the furor which
these workers arouse helps sales and

the box office. This only inviles more
of the same

Realism, virility, and & clear-minded
willingness to look even the unpleasant
in the face are qualities thal should al-
ways be a part of literature. But some
of the most ardent friends of reslism
are beginning to question whether a con-
tinual latrine-wall preoccupation with the
most distasteful aspects of life is as nec-
essary ss some of the most gifted writ-
ers of the day seem to assume

At Ohio State they tell this story
ahout a football game with lows: With
Just & few seconds remaining in the
first half, Vic Janowicz, prize Buckeye
back, was carrying the baell through the
Iowa line. Two men hit him, but Vie
kept his feet and plowed on. Then two
defensive backs rushed up, but still Vie
advanced, dragging the four men along
with him. Finally, s the safely man
smacked him head on. the gun went off
signaling the end of the halfl. “My good.
ness'’ a coed screamed in the stands
‘They had 10 shoot him to stop him!"—
Mesmruis Rxess-Scisiran

The Late Matthew Nagly, Sen. Lyndon Johnson and Eric Johnston: Any Sign of Weakness Invites Attacks From Behind

Economic Slump Threatens To Dim Eisenhower's Halo

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
S THE news from the economic
front dazkens, en episode
from the recent past keeps com-
ing back fo this
reporter’s mind
The time was the
autumn of 1934
The place was §§
West Virginia
The occasion was
the late Sen. Mat-
thew Neely's
campaign for re-
election
The Kind of EISENHOWER
campaign old
Matt Neely was waging came as a
kind of traumatic shock. Else-
where, the Democrats were treat-
ing President Eisenhower with kid
gloves, ar actually trying to grab

the President’s coat - talls away
from the Republicans.
DIRECT ATTACK

Not so Matt Neely. Neel

ularly referred to the P: t
as ’F,!smhonwr‘ He accused the
President of , “lalking monstrous
hypocrisy amnd nonsense.” In
speech after speech, he called
the Eisenhower policies “as dis-

People’s
Platform

Charlotte
Editors, The News
T IS with & full heart that I

thank you, and through you,
the rest of the City of Charlotte
for a high-h
ed pir

erosity
{ollowed the fire
in my establich.
ment last month

An unlined flue
in a temperature
of 8-degrees de

stroyed my .
books " and y
possescions, bl GOLDEN

has enriched mv

t dreams of my
The r\m[u.‘.‘a! newspaper-
across the state and the
an clergymen throughout
th- South extended a hand of
fellowship such as rarely comes
0 a man in an entire lifetime.
But most of all, the s
from Chantilly, North Charlotte,
Second Ward, and Dilworth who
called me flo say (bt they
held a prever meeting of thanks
that the Charlotte Police Depa
ment had restored my subserip-
tion lists, of all things!

Such an ouipouring of good will
and good imposes _tpon
tremendous  responsibility
fv, to some degree, this
and this

line of communication
fellowship

A Repuh!uan congressman of-
fered to send a let
subscribers;
tor placed it into
and 8 note

o all my
a nrmnmmr sena-
the Record
from Mr. Norman
st leader and
atified #t
my grand-
the city
5. Ty

fri am
the peaple of Cl hzr‘n e
parents are huried there
vmﬁ good blood in

The Carolina Israclite

When Is An Alibi
Not An Alibi, Hal?

Charlotte

1.r Nes
THE University of Vir-
nia  baskethall 1eam de
feated the Duke Universily lewm

fmrn 5,

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

[DRESIDENT Eisenhower's
fense of Erra Taft
first from the fact thal Ber

cere gentlemen with whom nobody

differ personally, sec
that Ilke's broder

Tke always relies on

estrous as Hoover's" and he
charged the President with “‘mak-
ing paupers of half the population

of West Virginia." In the conext
of those times, the Neely cam-
paign line sounded almost blas-
phemous

“I've attacked Eisenhower ev-
erywhere I've spaken,” Neely tald
this reporter gleefully. “and I've
had @ fine response. I've never
hed less doubt about the aut-
come of an election in my life
His eonfidence was justified by
the event. Neely was tirumphant-
Iy elected by a handsome major-
ity.

The reason for Neely's tridmph
wes visible to the naked eve
everywhere in West Virginia. For
West Virginia is a one-industry
state. The industry is coal. And
cogl was in the worst slump since
the Depression days. There were
then mctually fewer coal miners
employed in West Virginie than in
the worst days of the evil thirties

POPULARITY AT STAKE

This episode is worth recalling
for an obvious reason Suppose the
rrent  recession deepens  and
hardens. What then will be the ef-

last Tuesday night. Duke Coach
al Bradley was quoled by the
press ut ailing play
er Bucky Allen, “Sure Bucky

have helped us, but we are n
offering that as an alibi.”

But after Duke, wilh Allen heck
in the linewp. beat the University
of North Carolina Friday night,
Coach Bradley was quoted by the
press as saying of Allen, “If we'd
had him at Virginia we wouldn't
have Jost."

Why sure, Goach. and f Joe
Quige (Carofina center! hadn't
broken his leg the Tar Heeis
wouldn't have lost to Duke. Con-

S8 0w

~— HARRY SHUFORD

Big Business Leads
Us To Doom Again

Clinton, §. C,

Editors, The News
USSIA is teaching us (it seems
\ that we don't learn by exper-

deuce) that eur nati economy
must be vlaumﬂrl and not left to
haphazard K A
news analyst asked the question if

there was any parallel between the
recossion and the 29

I can sy that it i the
same thirg. From 1920 (n 1920 Big
Business had i lock. stock and

Since Eisenhower hes been
President Big Business has hat
another field day. 1t has begun to
Inok as if what was good for Gen-
ecal Motors is vot good for any of
us — TELLER SUTTLE

barrel

Things Aren’t Good
At The Post Office

‘ HEN ¢

was installed in Charlotte,

4 hoped (o sec

J improvements
charges — unfair
centstamp wiodow
with a card
us, the public
windaw, and a congested line. 1o
get 8 three-cent stamp. The writer
vis mdvised by ove who is em.
Office that

parcel post

ployed in the Post

se could for a noticeahle
improvement ” The public dis-
azrees

fect on the President's personal
popularity, his prestige and eapac-
ity for leadership® Will he be.
come discredited, powerless, and
the subject of bitter personal at-
tack, like President Herbert Hoov-
er in the early thirties”

The answer depends in part. of
cowrse, on the Democrats. Amang
responsible  Democratic  leaders
like Majority Leader Lyndon Joho-
son, there s no disposition what-
ever to repent the tactics used
against Hower o the thirties

“I've read the Constitution,” is &
fevorite Johnson remark. The im-
plication i that Johnson is fully
aware that there is no subtitule
under the American constitutions!
system for the power and author-
ity of the m.f"

ANGRY SQUIRMING

But not all Democrats think like
Johnson. Many Demoerats have
squirmed angrily for five loog
vears under the temptation to fol
low old Neely's example, and
have held back enly as the bei-
ter part of valor. And the Pres.
dent seems in 8 mmood to give them
precisely the opporiunities they
ave Joaking for, as his politically
imprudent act in flyiog hus wife Lo

Ir are advised by the press
the three-cent stamp is 10 he
nts and the ar
ht oents. What

mail stamp lo e
Chatterficld, the posimaster gen

eral, is doing with all the funds
that go ito the pork barrel, 1

a charm school in Arizona sug-
gests

Indeed, the President's mood is
a key factor in the equation
Through the paper curtain which
surrounds him, an impression of
what Time magazine calls a “hal
fling don't care attitude” has
seeped out. Take, for example, the
President's incredible statement
that Sherman Adems' intervention
with the CAB, which has been Jn
ihe bheadlnes for days, was
thing I have not heard of * The
remark seems to mean either that
the President does mot read the
papers, or that he cares not a rep
what is in them.

GROWING TESTINESS

Combined with the “don’t care
artitude” i @ growing testiness
The President has always had &
quick temper, but he now angers
very easily. For example, Eric
Jahnston, organizer of the recent
bi-partisan demonstration for for:

id,

from
the same dinner table as ex-Presi
dent Truman. The President treat.
ed Johnston mwueh as the emper-

of other days used to treat the
ers of m clcome news. He al
t took his head off, telling

cannot understand. 1.do know that
he ordered first-class mail o &
standstill so as to move millions
of pieces of mail Also
Life and os are get
ting thous of dal rth of
service that they ¢o not pay a

ferior

Johnston furiously that he would
never bresk bread with such a
man as Truman.

This sort of thing slways gets
out, and it is not calculeted to per-
suade the Democrats to treat the
President kindly. As for the Re-
publicans, precious few of fhem
are planning to campaign as “El-
senhower Republicans” this year,
and if the President gels into trou-
ble, they are not likely to rush en-
thusiastically to his defense

WOLF PACK LEADER

Ope should not exaggerate. The
President is still the most popus
lar political figure in the country.
President is rather like the
¢ of a woll pack—any sign
of weakness. and he invites a fe-
ttgck from behind. And
dential mood of indifference
with testiness  could

combined
make bad trouhle for the Presi-
dest in a period of economic de-

cline. 1t would he had trouble for
the country too, for it is hard to
imagine anything more damaging
then a bilter, Neely-like election
fight followed by two years' of
presidential frustration, But if the
tion as a whole begins economi-
cally to resemble West Virginia
in 1954, that may be in the cards.

As They Say, It Could Happen Only In America

dime for. Yel the general contines
1o call for more mooey fo move
the mall . . . If we cannot get
this cled or adfusted. then
we should replace sur congress-
men

— 8. C, VAUGHN

'Ah, Ha! A Foul, Foreign Dragon’

Why Ezra Taft Benson Is A Fallure

ment is §1.723.000,

lhe 1053 budget [r-r mem( ng the dl‘ph t

farmers
ing the {arm

committees which were enlo

A Program,

the farmer.

the actual barebones operation of the Mr Benson, with all his sincerity, has has od the Agricult
Agniculiure Department been's falliite s secretary of Sgriculture, medt with An eye 1 lielping
< Here is & breakdown of the figures Though it cannot be spelled out in & few an, not th whole bac
AR In 1952, the Agricylture Department words here is part of the answe ore he b
huu..” under outgoing Secretary Charley 1 BUREAUCRATS Vs, VOLUN of with 1t
ATERARD WaS 6.000,000. Under B n, TEERS — Benson immediately fued the 1l manufacturer

strong champion ! Pt y ;
Milt who seived under Secretary of Age o The_overall n,.nr;m‘x'n! budget a5 stituled paid bure (The Pork Supporf;
it Hears Woltace Tor bier et Brannan went out of office, mcluding farm committcemen had heen
advioe. m cost of sloring surpluses, crop price  a year, chiefly for travel to attend most To
pports, and everything else was $850- imgs. The hurcaucrats are each paid v
Howeser, in the latest report of the 000,000 around 85,000 a year pafes
House Appropriations Committee on &g . This not only increased Benson's bud. |0€ Price of pork
ricullure are some interesiing figures  Whopping Increase get, but it tended to put policemen in oEPurchasing
which neittier Tke, nor Milton, nor most charge of farm acreage restrictions, Vo
{armers of the nation know much about  The over-all budget under Benson todsy unteer farm commitiees did an exce 4 ek
They tell o significant story of what's is $7,400,000.000. This is an increase of lent job of resiricting acreage. They PecFers 10 buy up pork with & g
wrong with Ezra Taft Benson's adminis- 750 per cent knew exactly’ what each neighbar was lo toke il off thelr Bands. = But he did
tration of American agriculture The big question is bow did the Toing and: let no one get aws any.., TobiTequirs @amito pey: the {avier
ell budget jump from less than one bil- thing $ ez

20,000 Bureaucrats

lion to more than seven hilllon

short years, when Benson < marke
The figures are official snd come from reduced price supports f 9 « PSYcho'on Chunges Bens
the Agriculture Department jtself. They of parity down to below 75 per cont of paid burcaucrats took aver
show that between the time Benson tnok  parity” gv of the program
over the departmen and todsy he has  He was reducing price supy o or » e Russian peasant
added almost 20,000 extra bureaucrals der tn get rid of surpluses, yet his eosts ) beat the Soviet inspector nefi
-nd oue billion dollars of expense. This and his surpluses incressed. What is the oollective farms. There was less 500,000
hillior. does not include the cost of crop the reason? mpliance, less cooperation of pork
supports of the soil bank. 1y enly covers  The answer goes to the soot of why 2. MIDDLEMAN'S PROFIT — Benson

he price of

ancously was going

down and down




