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In The Old North State, Poetic Justice

HERE was something w

kh’l(u] about North Carolina's n-H ¢
to poet Carl Sandburg in Ral
week. It knmkml into a brass o
all of the churlish Philistinism that
traditionally characterized offic
tudes toward the crea of U
ture.

Here was “provincial” North Carc
heaping honors and tributes upon a pro-
letarian poet whose principal contribu-
tions to literature have been distinctly
midwestern in flavor although uni
in application and significance. Her
State Treasurer Edwin Gill labeling
ndburg at an official luncheon as “an
original . secure in the affections of
all our people™ Here was Gov, Luther
Hodges, the ex-inuustrialist, calling the
old Socialist “the realest American poet
‘There was even a prayer by Stale Audi-
for Henry Bridges to indicate that art
had even penetrated the ledger rooms

Some of the 200 who took part in the
observance were there no doubt to pay
homage to, a tourist attraction rather
than a poet. But surely most were sin-
cerely interested in honoring a man of
letters who deserves the respect of all
Americans who think and feel

Such an occasion is all loo rare in
the United States—and this is what
made this week's celebration in Raleigh
remarkable. The artist is largely Ig-
nored by the republic. Great writers and
painters generally receive no public hon
ors. They are not even invited to the
President’s stag dinners at the White
House. Unlike Europe, America's offi-
cialdom rarely recognizes the outstand-
ing non-military achievements of citizens
who bring glory to their country and
serve civilization by their moral quali-
ties or artistic talent

This is all the more strange because
the tradition of honoring cultural heroes
is deeply imbedded in the history of
the planet. Rome used to offer them a
curule chair in the Colosseum. Virgil got
about 10,000 sestertine (that's about
$800) from the government for each
verse of the story of Marcellus. Louis
XIV welcomed Moliere to his table Ra-
helals was pensioned by Francis | and

won:

was

sard by Charles IX. Athens provided
i anch of art
Pr

nce gave th (uwh\.v of the :city
nd a large annuity to Giotto. The kings
f France conferred the title Painter
fo the King" on Leonardo da Vincl Le-
brun, Mignard, Vanlc and Bouche
among others. Louis XIV honored Huy-
ghens

Flor

and Cassini, foreigners though
they were The Empress Catherine Il
honored Diderot. Napoleon established
the Legion of Honor. England still turns

out Sirs and Lords among its intellec-
tual and artistic elite
ive artists should be honored in
their own lands and in their own times
just as military heroes are honored
and just as Carl Sandburg was honared
in Raleigh this week
Gian-Carlo Menotti. an
composer who has lived in the United
States for more than two decades. made
what Is perhaps the best plea for the
recognition” of American artists a few
vears ago. It is well worth repeating
“America must re; he wrote
that its present civilization will be crys-
talized and remembered in the future
only as portrayed by ils contemporary
creative artists. It is the Germany of
Bach. Beethoven and Goethe that we
love and forgive. It is the Italy of Leon-
ardo and Michelangelo and the countless
architects who have been asked to en-
rich it with their monuments that is
portraved in every schoolboy’s textbook
It is the France of Utrillo and Rimbaud
that the American tourist onsciously
seeks in his eternal pilgrimage to Paris
“Most Americans are apt to, excuse
themselves by answering that. after all,
there are no Beethovens and Michelan-
gelos in this country. This argument re-
minds me of the proverbial young man
who. after having murdered his fat
and mother, asks the judge to be ler
ient because he is an orphan. A na-
tion is directly responsible for prevar-
ing the kind of soil that will produce
art
In “recognizing” Carl Sandburg, North
Carolina has set a worthy example for
the entire nation.

Halian-born

Pay The Experts What They're Worth

"PRESET\'T compensation practices of
the Armed Forces are so clearly out
of step with the times, so clearly in-
adequate to the needs of a technically
advanced form of national defense, and
so clearly contrary to all that has been
learned about hur motivations that
they can unmist v be identified as

a major impediment to national secur-
ity Modernization of compensation
practiees is, therefore, the nam prob-

Irm to be attacked immediately

This steamy. straight-from-theshoul-
der indictment of defense manpower
practices was issued In ecarly 1957 b
Ralph JJ. Cordiner. president of the G
eral Electric Co. As chairman of {l
Pentagon’s Defense Advisory Commifice
on Professional and Technical Compen-
sation, he recommended a head-to-toe
revision of military pay scales

Was (he problem “attacked immeal
ately"?

It was not

The “economy” bhoys took charge in

Washington and the tragic waste of the
nation’s human and material resources
continued at the very time skilled per
sonnel was desperately needed 1o cata
pult the armed services into the s
age. The result was nol e
was an extravagant waste.
Congress today has an apport
fake corrective action. Perhaps 1

noms

most

Life In America: The

B I‘HF. odds are good that at this
ery moment someone somewhere
is dipping a quill into poison ta
compose an abusive letter o the
dent
U. E. Baughman, chiel of Secre

ce, testified before Co
Iy that last year his protect
section processed 17.801 letters fo the
President that seemed ‘o from

ess recent

e researcl

nterest

From The Monchester Guordian

promising proposal is the Kilday bill
finally passed by the House of Repre-
sentatives Tuesd It does not contain
all of the added inducements for spe-
cialists recommended by the Cordiner
Committee but it is vastly better than
anything the Pentagon expected. The
proposed pay schedules provide sub-
stantial increases for positions of heavy

and specialized skill. The
v of a full general would
rise from $15312 to $22.500, exclusive

little enough to pay for
n “executive’ of such enormous respon-
bility. But the Kilday bill's provisions
would also create two v enlisted p;
grades at the top and. with proficiency
pay. a qualified enlisted man could re:

ceive over $10000 a year
The price Is not too hi; for the se-
curity of the United States  Actual

such a program can educe the cost and
nerease the effectiveness of national de:
by making it possible for Uncle
retain and motivate the
professional. technical and
leadership and management
skills required in the space age It
ridiculous for fhe armed services fo
spend millions traiming experts for jobs
of modern defer 8 {hese
lured inade-
military p
¢ measure now

fense

experts

way bec

should be passed

Urge To Purge

2 rily standpoint’

e, 949 were alarm

investigation b

ffices. Sixlysix perse
making threats

Prosident. These figure
wave of homicidal passi
den! Eigsenhower New York

TrMEs

IRISH MISCELLANEOUS

O

ture which {

Rep!

of most of the § cities. A brief
report of the Imss Tines the other day
gave a very fair notion of the sort of
thing

“A new basil.
1o Pius X
Road, Terenu

“Many fe
Byzantine and
tecture will be
ing

oo

This description seem

includes v‘!l'
Beetho and \\
layed on accordi

is 1o «

Botticei

s should be

sioned Lo
a bit
to Iw r whe

think 11 e would be all right

ke quite

Volunteers Roughed Up In Washington's Political Wars

By DORIS FLEESON letr
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troubles of the
Jublic-spirited citizens who stage
the great spectacles at which the
principal politicians take the spot

ht are by now common prog
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in-chief. The

The President will not share a
dais with Harry Truman or Adlai
Stevenson, Me. Truman will not
appear with Vice Presdent Rich
ord Nixon, Democratic National
Chairman Paul Butler shies from
appearing to be on a [riendly
encmy basis with his opposite
number, Meade Alcorn.

ANGUISHING JOB

Erie Johnston, who produced
the recent foreign aid show, ha
ar anguishing  experience  with

{he vice president. dohnst
tial since the foreign aid appeil
rested on the need for the abso
lute togetherness of nations, the
cxample should be set here, with
P'resident Eisenhower and former
Presidents Truman and Hoover
on the sanwe program. llv nn it
he had Nixon's ba "
t 'm[-rn.irh(d the Prest mvm o

H- learned quickly that not
cven Sputnik had replaced Tru-
than as a bad word around the
White House. Mr. hower

ave one of his justly celebrated
displays of temper )
nston turned to Ni Ip.
lis astounded ears fell the
president’s comment It's
un interesting idea — the
I've heard of it"

toned the vittues of slave
the doors 10

— WILLIAM MARCH
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Pistols Make
Poor Weapons

For Policeman

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS,

J SEE the New York cops have
been going through a rigorous
course in pistol - popping late.
ly, and not showing up so well
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