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41page re-

yesterday by

port on the courts of yesterday, today
nd tomorrow in Tarheelia
The survey. prepared for Sen. Spencer
Bell's mittee On Improving and Ex
pediting the Administration of Justice,

exposed all of the monstruous incongrui-
ties between the purposes and the per-

formance a court *system” that is
today heavily tainted with bureaucratic
blight

The blight has not crippled the whole
ism, Actually. the Supreme Court

ing society, [
od with the re-
much of

repre-

dispensing so
North Carolina’s local “justice.”
sent a medley of confusion,

IE utter chaos in the slate’s lower

court system gives the Coates re-
port ifs.sharpest bite, It is in this ares
that the most important reforms must
be made.

The orderly adjustment which has
marked the history of the Supreme and
Superior Courts somehow was never per-
mitted to extend to the lower courts 0{
North Carolina, Mr. Coates’ historical sec
tion shows. Here we have total <I|wrd\‘x
The individual courts include Justice uf
the Peace, Mayor’s, Special Act. *
Law.”" Juvenile and Domestic val.;'mw
Administrative—more than 1400 in all
—established by different people, in dif:
ferent places, for different purposes. at

different times and with interlocking
overlapping and conflicting relation-
ships.

The whole unhappy story of the Jus-
tice of the Peace is told. Here the lack
of uniformity is distressingly obvious.
He may be elected by the voters of his
township, designated by “omnibus bills"
in the General Assembly or appointed
by the resident judge of the Superior
Court. The General Statutes authorize
3.081 in the state’s 1,027 townships ph
one “fpr ev one thousand" peop!
living in m unincorporated city or town

This formula authorizes ices of
the Peace in Mecklenburg alone. Add to
these the indeterminate numbers which

may be named by the General Assembly
in every legislative session and by resi
dent judees and the possible total i
beyond all reason

UT the absurdity is not
Justices of the Peace are
problems in other minor judicial agen-
cies, For instance, up to 1917 the Gen-
eral Assembly established a multiplicity
of “special courts.,” of which 70 are still
in operation. As long 1015, the
president of the North Carclina Ba
sociation was calling this ill-con
miscellany “a crazy quilt court
a veritable judicial Pandora’s Box
ing judicial and court chaos.”
1t is probably news to most Tar Hecls
courts in North Caro-
with jurisdiction greater than that
of a Justice of the Peace and less than
that of a Superior Court
There are bugs even
y Superior Court system
idy reveals that the legl

in the generally
Mr. Coates’

lature has

decreased the original jurisdiction of the

That War Has Been

unwieldy appellation m,
hern scholarship a

enioy a brief notor t
but it will never catch or

Justice Under Stress

Superior Courts in differing degrees in
different counties to the point that the
judges rarely know the situation they
will face in going from one county to
another.

But the Coates report is a ftreasure
house of many such nuggets of dis ml
information. In reviewing the whole h
tory of courts in North Carolina, he
luminates with great care their lack :-f
uniformity and proper controls with the
resulting delays and inefficiencies. H
study clearly indicates that the logic and
experience of nearly 300 vears establish
the need for a general unified court sys-
tem in North Carolina. Most important
of all. an orderly system of lower courts
must be provided within easv reach of
the people for the trial of lesser civil
and criminal cases

This is the task of the North Carolina
Bar Association commiitee headed by
Mecklenburg's Sen. Bell

. .

HE specific recommendations of the
Bell committee are still (o come
But it is certain that they will stem
directlv from the substance of Mr
Coates' informative
Mr Coates concludes Iv\ report with
the wise assertion that the committe
realize continuity with 7 is not
only a convenience but a necessity. He
notes that the life of a courl system,
like the life of the law. has not been
sn much logic as it has experience and
that the courts of tomorrow will grow
out of the courts of today. Tar Heels are
assured that the Bell committee will
not recommend any plan or pattern of
courts for the administration of justice
in North Carolina simply because it is
working in New Jersey or Missouri or
the federal courts in this or in any
other state or because the American Bar
Association recommends it. but because
it grows out of the logic and experience
of our and history

l! there were ever any doubts that

irts  reforms  were  needed in
North Carolina sure they exist no
longer. The Bell committee has done its
homework we The neeed has been
clearly. systematically, even dramatical-
ly. established. Tar Heels will await the
committee’s proposals  with
greal eagerness. The time for major
surgery is at hand

specific

Named Again

ica. South. and fhe Federal Union
of the United States of America, North
story. grandpa
What's that you say. youngun®" the
| would ask, being a mit

an American Wa
| Confedera tes of Ameri
th, and the Federal Unton of . .. why
g0 jump in the swamp, grand-

And <o it would go
no war has ever heen garnished

15 the one m

and he

han wait

@ change

Just How Disastrous Is America's 'Great Recession'?

By JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON

JOR the fiest time since Lh end

of 4he second Warld War, {he

American  consumer b

sharply cut his purchases of goods
and services

Incredible as it may seem, the
dollar volume of Am con-
buying continuously in

with only minor fluctua

e for a period of

ven

recessions did
the voracious ad
v merely levelled out
urve for awhil

the upw
This is the remar back
ground U which fo judge
vet unpublished government fig
ing some.
the Eisen
administration’s economic
rs. In brief, the rate
American consumer expendi-
ture reached an all time high of
$283.6 billion per annum during
the third quarter of last year

CONSUMER SPENDING

In the last quarter of 1957, how
ever. the rate of consumer spend.
ing showed the first unprecedented
positive downturn of $1.2 billion
It is further estimated thal the
drop has continued and even ac
wrter o

ures which are cre:
thing of a stir amon,
hower

With the I rate of sper
ing now running at about $280 bil
lion, the oullays for American
consumers’ comfort, nourishment
and pleasure are still far more
n double the tolal income of
the Soviet Union, the next most
productive nation in the world
Furthermore, American purchases
of soft goods have not decreased
Virtually the whole drop in the
spending-rate is accounted for by
contracting purchases of such con

Hilton’s Brainstorm

sumers’ durable goods as auto
mobiles. But the figures ave still
causing long faces among the pol
icy makers, because this s classed
v a durable goods depression,
because of the further drop
goods spending in the
of the present year

PART OF A BALE

Then consumer purchasing {ig
only one part of a bale
depressing stalistics
cossion-depression  that
udied at the

items in the bale con.

Other
cern what are called the

spendable earnings” of employed
factory workers. In addition to
the sharply rising industrial un-
employment, there has been a
sharp  reduction in  working
hours of the men and women
who still have jobs, According
1o a Labor Department estimate,
average time on the job in the
nation's factories has now gone
down from 41 hours a week
(which meant one hour of over-
time pay in many factories) to
38 hours a,wee

GAINS WIPED OUT

resuling cut in weekly
cancelled out the whole
in factory mqk
dable
JAAHR, i thnds
adjustments  for
o postwar price i
A for taxes. the estimated
ol cal spendable earn-
ings” passed $65 a week in 19
But it has now dropped by near-
Iv 8 per cent, fo a few cents
more that $59 a week—which
was the rate at the end of 1954.

Also in the same statistical
bale are figures confirming the
forecasts that have already ap-
peared, that President E

pay has
continuous

Airport Inns

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS, Spain

INCBODY ever accused Conrad
Hilton of stupidity, and in

his newest venture. the gent has
really nailed one on the nose.
The hotel magnate has just an
nounced plans to build a flock
of inns close aboard the airparts
in the major ¢ 300-room
units th modern facilities for
eating and amusem

He may lose some business
from his big hotels, but with
the superjet age upon us short

to make a flock
nds. He's already
one out of me for merely
the ides. I'll doss down

from
airport to city to hotel, when
all 1 need is @ night's sleep and
a connection in the mornin

Is

SHRINKING AMERICA

This idea of expediti und
traffic applies particularly now
that we teeter on the edge of
universal jet transport. Vice
President Walter H. Johnson Jr
of ntly that
in 10 months'
of jet service would “shrink the
fravel size of America 40 per
cont” e mentioned that the
flying time of 7!

Los Angeles 1o New
bie cut to 8'a hours

Furope
chapped
haul, and \\hrn the trans.ocean

ifti j gt moving, your
time cha get \»| there
almost
have to pay for this ,vw\hl
fime on the urn trip, but
time aloft is only so many hours.
no matter what the clock says.
and it's all fast. And will be
r

POINT OF NAUSEA

Tohnson  said
amount al pa

itowill
fly ur
it upon arriva
which bor

scent, are

Todged in piston-aged hotels and
motels and find resorts commer-
cialized to the point of nausea?"

What the man is saying, of
course. is that a fellow who
can atford to fly at all might
rather continue on {rom Denver
1o Bermuda than waste a lot of
time fighting his way into New
York 1o spend the night and
then fighting his way hack to
the airport fo go through the
le mess of customs and bag
age location once again before
he fakes off for Bermuda, where
he was headed in the first place.

TERRIFIC CLOBBERING

Especially on flights from the
Fast Coa: of America to Eu
rope. a more or less fwoday
vacuum has been accepted for
the man or woman who comes
in from the West. This has com
prised big tourist business for
New York's hotels, restaurants
and night clubs It's about ta
fade—already urged al
the fact that you can

the Pole
in very

mercial jets

San F about as
fast they can lug you from

San Franciseo to Miami

The ordigary transient hotel
has taken a terrific clobbering
from the motels in recent years,
in the motorist trade. This is
as convenience business

i mi-perman
i accommoda
with the one.

as oppos!

stopover or v
tions, 1t
night stands

NO THANKS

force me into
city traific and into an old-fash
oned hotel, with elevators and
bell captains and parking prob.
ems and tipping all over, if 1
my car (o some ples
el on the outskirts, er
mming pool. tip no.
hody. and not have fo ring down
for ice bocause there's an ice
machine on the veranda

People’s Platform

Humane Slaughter Bill
Should Pass Senate

Royal Oak

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

ide the Cabinet, p
ws has penet

House guard
self, and he is alarme

Tax Truce Broken
e

e & March unemployment fo.
tal na. different from the Febru-
ary total or perhaps a bit high

Since this key week in Feb
vudry, new applications for un

hower is due to be sadly disap
pointed in hopes for a substan
‘I.'i'“-“‘?""“" March employment employment insurance have ri

The Census Bureau based fts et sharply and then dropped
estimate of 52 million unem: 8gaw: while the total number of
ploved in February on a study recipients of unemployment in
of the week nmm F In surance has gone up less steeply
that week, ons were and dropped less importantly. are
added 1o the m!I« of those re- For the week ending March 15
celving unemployment insurance new applications for insurance
payments, and the total on the are already known to have num
rolls for the week was 3,131,000 bered 310500, and the total on

the rest of the Census Bureau the rolls is guessed to be about plovment total. The question re-
estimate being accounted for hy 3230000, pending final fizgures mains why the waltandses
people wanting jobs but having coming in. According to Labor mood still prevails in the ad-
no insurance, Department authorities, this will ministration high command.

‘Gee, | Wonder Why More Birds Don’t Show Up?’

the facls that
e President decided he wanted
wait and sce. when be put
the decision on a fax cut,
now all on the presidential
d and only too bleakly vis-
ible. Nothing is lacking but the
Census Bureau's belated con-
firmation of the March unem-
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America The Beautiful?

The Battle Of The Billboards

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON  Sens. Edward AL
‘ JHETHER the $40 billion fed- 1, Hruska were in opposition
ral hi. 3

n and Rom

n fugton. i that of the big ouldoor

effective argument
gainst any prohibition is ai
sanced by those who speak for ¢
as Sen. M
They claim
50.000 jrhs
plers.

Kerr, one of the two or
W iest men in the Sen n
speaks eloquently for the oil amd
3as interests of his ngtive Okla
der of the opposi-

canized labor, such

ized this
While it may seem trivial in B like an
comparison 1o such issues @ | b e
control of outer s hoard pr
for the recession, J e !
be something that every vo 1ot d onto. @
is. When he and his fam: wre where it does

on a tour of scenic Amer
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and find then
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e eve cannot e
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