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Amy Vanderb

ilt's Etiquette

TV Encourages Sloppy English

In our household we are be-
ginning to talk to ourselves.

As the children hear “twen-
ny" “seveny,” “gonna” and
other horrible TV-ese coming
over the television set, they
repeat clearly to themselves,
“twenty,” “seventy” “going
to." How else will they grow
up to speak correctly? The
effect of bad English absorbed
from even limited TV or radio
listening is insidious,

“DEAR MISS VANDER-
BILT: I wonder if sometime
you could discuss in your col-
umn a pet peeve of mine, It
concerns the widespread mis-
use of the little phrase ‘T
mean' It is used by highly
educated people who seem to
think it's smart to throw ‘I
mean' into every few words
they speak.

“T have never scen any
eriticism on this subject in
print and it is high time some-
one discussed it. Writers put
such speech into their stories
and it appears on TV playl
much too frequently, —J.
Portland, Ind.”

You are right. Often peopls
don't realize that they use this
phrase. Children pick it up
from radio and television, It
helps sometimes for a mother
to say—in a very good-hum-
ored way—to a child who is an
“T mean-er,” “Why don't you
say what you mean” This
may shock the child into listen-
ing to his own phrases,

If you can train your child
or yourself to really listen to
words as they are spoken,
language can be made more
meaningful.

Teens Best
Textbook
Is Paper

By VIVIAN BROWN
“T saw Sputnik way up in the
cky." brageed a little fellow to
his high school haby sitter, a
while back
Do you think she understood
that kind of haby talk? Perish
the thought. She'd never heard
of earth satellites, it turned out,
and perhaps doesn't now know
that the United States has tossed
{wo of its own into orbit
How many teen-agers live in
the vacuum, passing
through this wondrous age

And somelimes my readers
rightly challenge what I say,
Here is a letter from one:

“DEAR MISS VANDER.
BILT: Doesn't a gentleman’s
lady know the difference be.
tween ‘imply' and ‘infer.'—
W. D., Toledo, Ohio."

Modern journalism uses the
words interchangeably. See
the Winston Dictionary and
the very modern Thorndike-
Barnhardt Dictionary. Fven
trusty Fowler's doesn't raise
the question, But I em always
glad to see so many well-edu-
cated people reading my col
umn with lively and critical
interest.

“DEAR MIS§ VANDER-
BILT: Have you noticed the

‘purring’ done over the radio?
Yesterday morning it was done
four ‘times in about five min-
utes—‘purtection’ Why pro-
has to be pronounced like ‘pur’
s0 much is a pity..— R. E.,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

“DEAR  MISS VANDER-
BILT: 1 was delighted to read
in your column that you have
moted and  disapprove of the
bad grammar used on tele-
vision and radio and jn every
day life by adults wno are sup-
posed to know better. 1 have
often wondered why the pow-
ers that be in television and
radio have allowed the an-
ouncers o rmnmn 0 care-
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times to several different sta-
tions suggesting that they es-
tablish a department for good
grammar, citing the careless
way they use ‘bring’ and ‘take.’
(‘Clip the coupon and bring
it to your grocer.’ Or, ‘Bring
this letter to the post office
and mail it.')

“It seems to me we all have
a responsibility to future gen
erations of Americans to pre.
serve the language as it was
taught us in school. By ‘us' I
mean those of us who are in
the 3550 year age bracket and
older. In those days we cer-
tainly had more education
grammar-wise, Some of the
teachers presently employed
by our school system, at least,
often use had grammar as the
children do.

“They are also neglecling
the children’s voices, What has
become of elocution anyway?
My own teen-age daughter has
a soft, wellmodulated vojce
because I taught her that, but
s0 many harsh voices are al-
lowed to go on and on and no
one hothers to correct them

“I appreciate your column
very much. Your advice to
teen-agers has helped me out
of many tight spots. Your ad
vice for them is always very
sensible and good. Thank you
so much for your interest in
our (hlldn‘n E. K. L., Bloom-
field,

Rl~wnlly T was talking to a
television newscaster of con-
siderable stature who, like me,
winces at much of the careless
pronunciation and grammar
on the air.

He mentioned the fact that
a young local boy, only 18, now
had a job on a local radio
station as a disc jockey, He

had not, of course, gone to
college and had attained his
present “eminence” as a re-

sult of having been willing to
literally open the station in
the morning and to close it at
night to learn the trade

He now plays his records
and chats to his audience in a
very “professional” way.
as 1 listened to him
along, and heard the
the “twennies” and
other common,
of our language, I thought how
many announcers must have
come up more or less this way

This does not, however, ex-
cuse the industry’s failure to
set certain standards of enun
ciation, pronunciation and
grammar for all commenta-
tors and announcers and M. Cs
to follow. Surely, for those
who read their material there
should be at least such guid-
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know. And let me know, too,
and I'll continue to write on
this important subject.

(Miss Vanderbilt, author of
“Amy Vanderbilt's Complete
Book of Etiquette” and the re-
cently-published “Amy Van.
derbilt’s Everyday Etiquette,”
has ‘written a booklet entitled
“Weddings” (No. 201), which
is mow available for 25 cents.
For your copy write to Miss
Amy Vanderbilt, in care of
The Charlotte News, P. 0. Box
503, Radio City Station, New
York 19, N. Y.)
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It costs you no more, in fact—usually it costs
you less—to utilize the custom facilities avoilable to design, make-up,
and install beautiful drapery treatments—at MECKLENBURG,

One of our 9 decorators will adviss you the
best treatment to complement any specific area you have in mind.
Phone for consultation,
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If 'what you hear grates on
your_ear, " let the networks

without curiosity or awareness?

And why hasn't their interest
been aroused by parents o |
teachers?

Time was when the daily news-
paper was required reading for
high school students. considered |
essential to keeping up with cur-
rent events. But maybe Susie,
like Johnny, can't read

READ NEWSPAPER

The American newspaper Is
the most rewarding investment
that one can make at a price
that doesn't even pay for the
newsprint. Just test it. Go
through the paper from start to
finish, and see for yourself,

A newspaper offers diaries of
events that history may never
record in such detail. These ac-
counts of our times are painless
ways to absorb knowledge, step
by step, on the educational lad-
der.

What's In a dally newspaper
anyway?

There is news — everything
you want to know that has hap-
pened since the last edition, if
it is fit to print |

The newspaper is pure gold for |
today's science student, ac
quainting him with the strides
being made in the vast scientific |
world Book reviews stimulate a
literary hent, Thealer reviews
dissect drama, opera, the stage
And where, 1 ask you. but in the
you find a daily

like the chal-
lenging crosswo A puzzle? \

BUYING A MOP |
When purchasing a mop. a ‘
good method of testing it s to
shake it well and see if the
strings stand alone and do o

mat together. A good
miop will have strings that e
straight and free from each oth,
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