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In the Stale Senale race
alliances are dissolving and interesting
new cohesions are taking shape. The
House race, newly vacated by Reps. Vog
ler and Love. has suddenly attracted the
attention of all sorts of hopefuls.
Traditional alignments which, togeth-
er with voler apathy, have made a
weary twicedold tale of Mecklenburg's
political history seem to be dissolving
at last

The powerful potential of Republican
strength is one reason. Recent mutinies
in the ranks of the Democratic Old
Guard is another reason. But more im
portant is the emergence of new faces

alone, old

and new inferest on the part of rank
amateurs
There is even a tiny possibility that

dealers of Mecklen
burg politics ma emerge from the
spring primaries and fall elections with
a few failfeathers missing. For many it
would be a nchly satisfying sight
The healthiest thing for Mecklenbu
now would be the stimulation of more
interest in politics in the rank and file
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lowed this week that “you'll be sur
prised just how reasonable the price
will be” if Charlotte would like to pur-
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chase one of the pachyderms
the streamlining of the Ringling
show

Considering the immensity of an ele-
phant’s girth and the high cost of hay
plus the everpresent possibility of hav
ing to call out the National Guard in
order fo keep the thing in caplivity
we'd be surprised if there is such a
thing as a reasonable price. City Mana-
ger Henrv Yancev, who jumps higher
to “700™ than to “boo."” probably would
maintain that a gift elephant most cer-
taintv ought to be looked in the mouth,
and looked most dizapprovingly
t aside from Mr. Yancey's
to feeding elephants, hyenas. mynah
birds or duckbilled platypuses al the
public trough, Charlotte has in its ex-
ience with Vicki, the vagabond am
reason fo muddle along without the
pleasure of elephant ownership

Although only the merriment of the
great elephant chase may reside in your
memory, the five-d. event in the sum-
mer of 1955 had its serious side. One
citizen chasing Vicki broke his elbow
when he discovered in the midst of a
head-high honeysuckle swamp that
Vicki was chasing him. Then there

ersion

was

\ FEW architects involved in the pro
posed facelifting of the national
Capitol allege thal newspaper opposition
to the project is based on a desire lo
boost circulation

Would that it Imagine a
world so peaceful, orderly and well-regu
sted thal people would buy papers to
share vicariously in the escitement of
an argumen extending the front
of a public bul as the s
Ing goes, see

were o'

nver

L now in such gory h
nes as these: SENATOR SLUSHPUMP
CHARGES PLUMB LINE CROOKED.
ORDERED INTO OLD BRICK
/ STANDARDS SOUGHT FOR SAP
1 JREEN LUMBER r RULLDOZER
ATTACKS UNRESISTING EARTH

Weimar Jones In he Franklin Press

'I‘m ignorance in this world is incrs
dible. Take the SATURDAY EvENING
Post, for examp!

In a recent issue. that

an editorial about pla
ers 1o erect 3 monument
T are (he Post’s

As though there
Kind of potato!

po

And the Posr is publishe na ot
ome little cultural
ated

ned

by the fact

otatoes
sted op

sliced :ym fried
n a baked

Let's All Join The ‘Game Of Politics’

Politics is not a dirty word. It i t a
license to steal. It is mot the science of
who gets what. when and how.” in

Harold Lasswell's famous These
may continue to be a part of the

1rase.

» of politics” but they fall short
of the new decisive dimension which
has been given to government, and

in our time
The citizen who insists on thinking of
himself as separate and apart from the
politician is the citizen who deserves
what he gets. But. as Samuel Lubell,
was grumbling in print recently, this
detachment is one of the more deeply
ingrained American habits. “If some-
thing goes wrong™ he wrote, {estily,
the sovereign people are never held
al fault. Always it is ‘that’ man in the
White House' or some other official
who is accused of ‘betraying' ! pub-

therefore politics

lic trust." The conscience of the ‘public’
is left to slumber untroul This myth
of the ‘blameless public been in-

too fong. It is time that ‘we
d that our politicians

dulged in
the people’ rea

are what they are—for betler or worse
because of ourselves
Have Mecklenburgers ed  this
lesson” The rustlings stirrings in
the precincts indicate that some of our

dimly aware of it
The interest in public office—however
coyly expressed to newsmen — among
new figures on the political landscape
is another healthy omen

Let the interest be encouraged to the
point of filing and let the rustlings and
stirrings increase to the intensitv of an
invigorating political crescendo. Why, in
time, we might even be able fo coax
those sweel little old ladies back to
polls

sens are at

On Looking Gift Elephants In The Mouth

unpleasant controversy over the use of
bloodhounds to cruise the elephant's
twisting trail. Said the head of the
Mecklenburg Humane Society: “I can't
understand why it is necessary 1o call
in a pack of dogs to locate somethin
as big as an elephant.” And only by
the happiest circumstance — namely
the capture — was the County Commis.
sion kept out of the area of wild ani-
mal legislation

All things considered. we think it
best that Vicki's monopoly on the ele-
phant husiness in Charlotte be main
tained or. at least, that the city not en-
gage in competition with the free en-
terovise that pays her hay bill

Maybe Mr Consello has a snrplus
chihauhau or a guinea pig that, in the
spirit of friendship, the city could ac-
cept
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Bring On Senator Slushpump—Soon

The truth is that many big head
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Labor Is Still Battling For Sam Gompers' Goals
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