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Shall We Build Schools Or Postoffices?

“The horror of that moment,’
King went on, 1 sholl never, neger

tihough,” the Queen
¢ don't make a memor
of it."—LEWIS CARROLL.

HE EISENHOWER administration ap-

parentlv neglected to make v no-
tation at all of the horrors of 1857's
classroom shortage

The crisis—viewed with sich eloquent
alarm a year ago—has not vanished sud-
denly like the Bronto or the pas-
senger pigeon. It is. a still with us,

There is one difference y's short-
age of basic educational facilities is
much, much worse.

If any fresh incentive for action is
needed surely the recession can provide
it. The administration is unveiling on
the hour every hour some new anti-re-
cession scheme to provide employment
Both houses of Congress have already
passed a housing-finance bill designed
io stimulate construction of 200.000 new
units and thereby furnish employment
to some half million individuals this
vear. Hearings have begun in the Sen
ate on a bill to set up a $2 billion federal
loan fund fo states and localities for
public works projecis. A speed-up has
been requested by the White House on
another $2 billion worth of local proj
ects which will receive federal aid. Ac-
celeration of the federal road-building
program has also been ordered And
construction of an astounding number of
new postoffices is being planned

1f the federal government can provide
more funds for postoffices, highwa
and public housing to fight the rece
sion then it can do something on an
emergency basis about the shortage of
classrooms.

The terrible need is heyond question.
It was well documented by the President

a year ago. It is greater toddy than it
was then

Here, then. is an opportunily to dis-
patch two birds with a single well-aimed
stone. Employment can be provided in
the depressed construction industry to
stimulate the economy. At the same
time. the voms can be
provided during U. S education’s grav-
est hour of need in recent memory

We are not proposing that any new
program of federal aid for school con-
struction offer any oportunily for fed-
eral control of education. What we rec-
ommend is an eme
iy ta

ds of ¢

to dec
firmly believe in the American (raditic
that holds states and local communitis
primarily responsible for the construc-
tion and operation of public schools. 1t
is this tradilion that keeps the schools
close to the people. the frue custodians
of the nation's educational heritage

But the crisis in education is so severe
t nothing less than emergency meas-
ures will do. A limited program of fed-
eral gr to the states for school
construction with appropriate safe-
guards — is the only sensible solution at
this time.

Instead. the adminisiration has offered
an aid to education program this year
which actually is onlv an aid fo science
program fo bolster the nation’s defense
capacity. Even as a means of increasing
the number of young scientists it is a
too-little-too-late proposition. The admin-
istration has apparentlv forgotten that
the whole of education is in need of as-
sistance not just one aspect of it

As for the President’s public works
plans, it will be pleasant to have a lot
of new postoifices. Bul somehow we
think it is rather more important to have
a lot of new schoolhouses

The States Must Exercise Their Rights

rl‘IIFI growing problem of disenfranch-
isement by residence is one of the
ard political facts one hears little about
in the impassioned debates in Congress
over disenfranchisement by race

The point is heavily underlined and
seasoned with sharp irony in a federal
court suit brought by the white mayor
of Atlanta under the civil rights bill
passed by Congress last summer. Al
though this bill essentially 3
passed for the enfranchisement of Ne-
gro citizens denied the vote in some
southern states, Mayor Willium Harls-
field asks the court to use the statute
as a means of voiding Georgia's count
unit system. His complaint: The system
= discriminatory against urban residents
in Georgia, regardless of colot

Without doubt it is discriminatory
Under it, one vote in rural Cherokee
County carries as much weight in pri-
mary elections votes in Fulton
County (Atla Whether the courts
will intervene is another matter. The
Supreme Court has refused to do so
three times previously, saying it lacked
jurisdiction.

Whether or not the courls accept
Hartfield's contention that the civil
rights bill gives jurisdiction to fed
eral district courts in such malters, the
case serves as a symbol of the way in
which states rights are undermined
within the states. Hartsfield is in federal
vourt because he has no hope that &
rural-dominated legislature will cancel
or modify the system by which rural
control is perpetuated unchanged in the

ace of population shifts to the cities

Doubtless the mayor, accused by Gov
Griffin of being “a traitor 1o our Georgia
v of life," would contend thal in this
egard Georgia's way of life leaves
something to be desired.

Like many another politician. the may-
or is seeking satisfaction for his con-
nis wherever he can find it. The

From The Christion Science Monitor

list of federal activities springing [rom
the failure of states fo act is a long
and dreary chapt in the record of
government centralization

North Carolina’s failure to maintain
proportional representation in the Gen-
eral Assembly involves nothing so far-
reaching and complicated as (
county unit system, of course. '
Constitution requires tha
be reapportioned to r
ges after each al census, The
embly simply refuses (o obey the Con.
stitulion, to use the home-grown solu-
tion.

But in various shapes. the problem of
proportional representation appears in
most of the states. In urging the stutes
themselves to end discrimination
urban voters, the Preside
sion  On Inter-governmen
had this to say in 19

“Reapportionmen! should not be
thought of solely in terms of a conflict
of interests between urban and rural
areas. In the long run. the interests of
all in an equilable svstem of represen-
tation fthat will strengthen state govern-
menl is far more important than any
temporary advanfage o an area enjoy
ing over-representation.”

This was sound adyice It will appear
sounder as the frend toward centraliza-
tion continues. But it would be ever so
much better for the stales 10 exercise
their rights now and eliminate at least
one of the factors in that trend.

Assembly sea
ect population

Life In America

[\ Michigan. a 15-year-old gitl was
arrested for pulling a gun on an
an argument over
led to permanent
magazine article
New York Posm

eor teen
hich one w
session of
bout Elvis Pr

NO WASTE FOR WISDOM

'I‘ilr: old alibi, "1 was just waiting for
a streetcar’—used by comedians fo
stify their otherwise unexplainable
presence in almost any situation
nits. It will not, for example
man’s wasting time while w
This is a good thing to remem
wen snow slows down traffic and
and railroads fo fall be
edules, Comm:
mselves  often in the unlikeliest
places—where it may be too windy 1o
ad a newspaper, too cold 1o turn (he
ges of a book, 100 noisy even to en

a portable

philosopher
fucius, who due to &
tuality found himself w3
tcher shop.

he philosopher watched the bulch
work, and saw that the by

o wise. For before st
piece of meat the butcl
knife carefully where it would not run
inst a bone, and so without waste of
e or energy—or meat—neatly ¢

way a philosopher should deal with
t t. or man with any prot

k he W his frien .
and apologized for causing the
te time
he had been by
s wasiing time. He told hi
he had obzerved and let his story
carry its moral

d also draw another moral
a butcher, if he is a wise one,
an help to make a philosopher wiser
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By MARQUIS CHILDS

better and belter, There is the fur
ther impetus in the fact that the
Republicans have, almost without
exception, come ta agree on Vice
President Richard M. Nixon as
their eatry in the presidential
sweepstakes, with the result that
the Nixon buildup proceeds by a
kind of political automation.

NO NATURAL CHOICE

The convention that will pick a
candidate is more than two years
off, so the man does not have to
be agreed upon the day after to
morrow. Yet when a party has no
natural and inevitable choice, two
years is a short enough time fo
search for the man,

OF the eight or 10 eligibles who
figure on most lists, in almost
each instance, objeclion re-
lated o the party’s internal con-
flicts can be raised. One excep-
tion is the jumior senator (rom
Missouri, § Symington, and
this is undoubtedly one reason his
name is being mentioned with in-
creased frequency

WORD FROM TRUMAN

From Independence, Mo., comes
the report that former President
Truman is passing the
word that Syminglon will be Lhe
compromise candidate in the end,
a Democratic dinner
last November, Mr,
Truman said that greater things
were in store for Symington after
his re-election to the Senate. This
was laken as a plain hint of where
Truman intentions lay, and in
private conversations that hint is
since said to have been expand.
d.

ed.
In his nearly six years in the
Senate Symington has established

Tax-Cut Puzzler

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

the family lable. Over-all. the
American economy looks like do-
ing no better in March than in

ruary, and there are some who
say that the curve is still down-
wards in a month of normal s2a-
sonal pickup

NO UNANIMITY

Unanimity among economiss is
never lo be looked for. But there
are not many government uu
nomisls who have not already
livered an unfavorable \vrdm on
the moath of March, except for
men directly altached to the Pres.
ident’s  staff like sabriel
Hauge, The White House experis
and some in the Treasury conlinue
1o argue that the economy’s March
performance can only be judged
when all the statistics are final-
ble, in mid-April
be Dr. Hauge is s ht. Ce
¥, it 18 now the e Ho
enlion to stick to the \utnmL
s2¢ line at least unil mid-April
ven Vice President Nixon, wha
as all for an immediate tax cut
aal ago, has swung
round lo the case for wait-and
see. But the odds are clearly
thee to one that when mid-April
tolls around, the final returns on
farch will give the administra
no choice but taking the pri
ised aclion to cut laxes. or open
Iv declaring that fas-cutting is not
such a good remedy alter all.

THREE PARTS

reflore the question: “Even-

tuaiions,
heavy future de:
Fo:

economy
for no o

tary of the ury Rob
son, takes Dr. Hauge's
hastile to a tax cul if
hut wanting all the evid
foce the decision

In the second place. the
identitiable school of thought i

unmemm er'
intlation has been the great fe;
o live Eisex

the Puuqdom s alti-
here are more than hints
{rong influence of his busi-
en friends, many of whom
tiave views about government in
terierence in the economy do
differ greally from ex-Presi-
dent u-mu- = Then (oo, as his re
to the Sputnik
D. Eisenhowe
prefers immobility to mo.
The President is therelore
the sirongest defender of doj
nohing now to cut taxes. even
though it appears almost ceclam
the tax-cut stimulant will have to
be applied later
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In addition, the widow of an ex-presi
 a $10,000ayear pension

dent would

thal ex- after his death
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of cor-
ngress, They
Commit
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pension bill of Democratic leader John meeting. M

s i« the first time in four
that I've appeared before a com. Man owned upon

Rayburn told the home. and that e
n. He had already Ppendent mi

to Mud Iht |‘nnm|| u.u

a voting record with which no
liberal Democrat could quarrel
In the score kept by Americans
for Democratic Action he rales
perfect far 1957 and nearly per-
fect for 1955 and 1936

NOT A ‘SHOUTER'

Yet with his genial Ivy League
manner and his “old family"
background—one of the Maryland
Symingions — the senator is not
considered a shouting liberal. He
would be more acceptable to the
South than any other northerner.
and the labor wing of the party
would have to take his voting rec-
ord at its face value.

As the first secretary of the Air
Force, under Mr. Truman, Syming-
ton fought hard for strategic bomb-
ers to provide a massive deter-
rent. When he could not take the
drastic economies imposed by
Touis Johnson as secretary of de-
fense, he resigned. As chairman
of a Senate subcommittee, he con-
ducted a searching inquiry into

Republican dissent
Tall and handsome, he looks like

a president. e is the right age—
he will be 57 in June. While he
had a serious operation for hyper-
tonsion years ago, his blood pre:
sure is said to be that of a much
younger man and he gives every
appearance of vigor

Writing @ prescription for a can-
didale, you could hardly do better
than this. Yet the question the
skeptics are asking when Syming-
ton's name comes up is whether
this is an -authentic candidacy or
whether it is merely the sum of
the negatives and the positives ad-
ding up to a total guaranteed to
offend almost no one. In short, is
the prescription too plausible, too
synthetic to be real?

STAYS OFF LIMBS

With excessive caution — he has
been very careful not to climb out
on limbs — Symington is saying
nothing. Or, rather, he is repeat-
ing the safest of all lines in the
face of & mndmacy both promising
and (breatening, "1 just want o
be a good senator.’

Many invitations are coming to
him to speak in every part of the
country along with reports that

Symington In'60: Harry Truman Passes The Word

Symington strength is developing
in 1llinois, lowa, Indiana and oth
er midwestern states, The senator
is declining all these Invitalions
with the plea that he must stay in
Washington to be a good senalor

SHORT DEMURS

His re-election In November i
assured, but he means to work
hard to get a record majority. The
Republicans are trying desperate-
ly to find a candidate to run
against him. Presidential assist-
ant Sherman Adams undertook o
draft Dewey Short, who for 24
years represented a once-safe Re-
publican district in the Missouri
Ozarks and is now one of the nu-
merous assistant secretaries of de-
fense.

“I told him.” Short says, *'thal
while I love the Republican Party,
1 didn't intend to put my head on
the chopping block "

For a man who can wait for
the presidential lightning to strike
without even seeming to court il
this is a happy situation for Sym-
inglon, Say nothing and keep your
head down is a formula that has
worked before.

‘If You Get It, Remember | Mentioned It’

BUT THIS
IS NOT
THE TIME

HERBLOCK.

People’s Platform

Start Court Reform
With Probe Of Bar

Charlotte

Fditors. The News
HE series of articles on our
court system confirms my pre-
diction of long ~ standing, which
3. The Bell Commitlee was or-
ganized nol for teform of the
nnnh but for whitewash of the

\\m. all due respect far the late
Sidney Smith, these reports pick-
ing on the Jaypees remiind !
Andy Gump's campaign for prosis
dent. One of the planks in Andy's
platform was 1o abolish war by
abolishing the rank of second lieu-
tenant

The Bell Committee ook off in
a cloud of dust locking down their
gun - barrels at some pretty big
game — “unqualified judges and
abuse of power by the bar. and
look what they come back with—
not enough meat to feed the dogs.

Chester Davis of ths Winston-
Salem Journal made a much b
ort nearly a year ago, with-
ny expense to the public

By soliciting public funds and
public support for this white-
vash disguis 1'1 asa FN(!UH by Hu

the

is in the puq on
= on a horse that will
be entered in any race

en there is enough public de-
mand for honest administration of
justice. we will get il. There is
just enough pressure to prod the

ing, but conveniently ove
McCormack's bill would give ex-Presi- ing members of
dents Herbert Hoover and Harry Truman was called, De.

year, plus free showed up.

uman mailing privileges, plus office space in a
federal building, and an allowance of
about 70000 to  hire
which is the same as hat paid a senator
from one of the least populous

stenographers,

unconvinced

“No man who's been Pre
United States ought to have

making & livin;

or five  Rayb

who was trying  Rep, August
into calling a2 with Gross

Doesn’t Need It
Rep. Hugh Gro

this means is that
come out of the U.S, Trea
reminded Gross that

ns until his mother
Tohansen (R-Mich)

bar into a whilewash, but not

enough for reform.

We can get reform only by doing
it The real root of the

buse of power by the bar
Reform of the courls by the bar

like a dog chasing his tail
Genuine reform, if ever accom-
ed, will be ‘done by laymen,
the place to start is with the
bar, not the Jaypees,

~JOHN (. BENNETT

City Needs Another
Railroad By-Pass

Charlotte

Editors The News
‘TRAFFIC in Charlotte operates
on a §50/50 basis: One half
can move and the other half
must wait for the milelong trains
to pass. A 200-car (rain ties up
the entire west side for more
than 0 Lour.

We are adyised that the plans
have been made to clear two
streets and block the others on
the west side; also if the long
s move outside the city, the
city will move out also. Not when
1 g0 over or under (he streets
nd/or highways

The question

cral bodies from
the City Hall to (he State High
wayDepartmentin Raloigh
The last report from Mr, Bab-
cock f the Highway [

finally called the

Inoked inform.

was that it would go to the
Plasning Board of the City of
Charlotte, and from there we dn
not know. The Planning Board
has scen a by-pass in operation
elsewhere and it is a succe
and it could and would be s
here, What is the trouble? Just
this: We need more pressure
from the City Hall. If we could
get half as much action as we
dn talk, we would accomplish
much, but we are at a stand
still

—S§. C. VAUGHN

College In Salisbury
Needs Library Books

Salisbury
Editors, The News:
Ll\'IXGSTONE COLLEGE needs
good library books fo inspire
her students. No one can say how
much a good book is rea
\Aul(h Could your readets col
package of books and mal
lhem to us prepaid? Maybe there
are people who have books and
would like to give them away
because they are no longer of
any service to them. Allow us 1o
thank you in advance for an
thing that you may be able to do
to help us In this book drive.
~JAMES W. JEWELL

Quote, Unquote

“One thorn of experience ix
worth a whole world of wara
ing."—Lowell,

Rayburn Backs Pensions For Presidents

lim Davis (D-Ga
that we raise the amont

the committee that it of the pension to $37.500," said Robeson
pite this, all members sarcastically

Strong Argument
Rayburn, hovever. argued s
s (Rlowa) vemained the exepresidents, He pointed out that

rongly (¢

the legislation had been passed by the

Gross insisfed, “All
me more mon

romen

did Reps. Ed R

Senate a year ago and had Ilm moulder
in the House for {wo yea

ol(u of pre
said Mr. Sam

> dignily,_of th
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o ‘r']u\:n‘:v‘( is the mq‘gm mnn

f all ¢ shouldn’t force ou
en FOR had no inde piagidents to go out and do
thungs in order o make a Livinz
e lo protect the dignity of 1h




