The Supreme Court’s ruling on
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Property Tax Ruling

tainly innovative new thinking as

issue surely surprised many peo-
ple. Use of the property fax for
public schools has been struck
down as unconstitutional by state
courts in California, New Jersey,
Michigan and by a federal court
in Texas. The “court of last re-
sort,” in effect, said all those low-
er - court judges were wrong.

The ruling was 5-4, the dissenters
being Justices Marshall, Brennan,
Douglas, and the “swing-man” on
the tribunal, Justice Byron White.
Supporting Justice Lewis F. Po-
well, who wrote the majority opin-
ion, were Chief Justice Warren
Burger, Justice Potter Stewart,
Rehnquist, and Blackmun. It will
not go unnoticed that four of the
five justices in the majority are
Nixon's appointees.

At the same time, it may go un-
noticed that the Administration is
on record opposing exclusive use
of the property tax to pay for
schools. This is basically the posi-
tion of the Court, too.

In his opinion, Powell said “the
need is apparent for reform in tax
systems which may well have re-
lied too long and too heavily on
the local property tax. And cer-

to public its methods
and its funding, is necessary to
assure both a higher level of qua-
lity and greater uniformity of op-
portunity.”

Powell added that the “ulti-
mate solutions must come from the
lawmakers and from the demo-
cratic pressures of those who
elected them” and not from the
Supreme Court.

Many people who haven't ever
looked into a law book will dis-
agree, and strongly, on the Court’s
declaration that financing schools
with property taxes does not dis-
criminate against the poor. Per-
haps not on paper, but the result
has been discriminatory because
revenues collected from wealthier
neighborhoods are greater than
those collected from poor neighbor-
hoods. Consequently, there's an
imbalance in funds spent per pupil,

These is obviously a need to
make spending per pupil more
equal within each state. Virginia
Gov. Linwood Holt has signed a
bill that will increase state aid per
pupil to $628. Other states may fol-
low Virginia's example, depending
upon their resources and their lead-
ership.

Latin Drug Funnel

One reason that putting an end to
international drug traffic is so diffi-
cult is that the two main areas of
activity happen to be Indochina and
Latin America where official cor-
ruption is endemic.

How can you kill the drug octo-
pus when its tentacles reach into
government circles? You keep try-
ing, plugging away at the sources
that are the most visible. And you
hope that governments, of what-
ever country, will finally get
around to cooperating with the
United States in its efforts to
smash the evil.

Two Congressman, Reps. Mor-
gan Murphy, D-Ill, and Robert
Steele, R-Conn., have unveiled an
important study of the drug men-
ace and pinpointed Latin America
as the main conduit of a major-
ity of the drugs smuggled into the
United States. In fact, say the
congressmen, “drugs have become
the United States’ biggest single
import from Latin America.” They
estimate the value of the in-flow
to be in the billions of dollars.

Only ahout 15 percent of the her-
oin smuggled into the United States
is produced in Latin America.
Mexico, Panama, Columbia and
other countries are simply the

“funnel” for the stuff from Europe
and Asia,

As American troops are being
withdrawn from South Vietnam,
there is a tremendous backlog of
heroin in Indochina, Steele reports.
“This is now being channeled by
China through Latin America™
and also through the Dutch ports
of Amsterdam and Rotterdam.

Government officials in Latin
America and Indochina, including
the police, are notoriously under-
paid. They are also notoriously
to bribe i i

Louisiana and Texas police auth-
orities should be particularly on
the alert for “Latin Connection”
drug hauls due to the air, sea, and
land proximity. There isn't much
anybody can do about official cor-
ruption in a foreign country ex-
cept try to twist arms at the nat-
ional level, one government to
another.

Steele and Murphy have asked
that the President invoke the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 and
cut off foreign aid to countries that
refuse to cooperate with the U.S.
on the drug problem. That could
very well be the most effective
kind of arm-twisting available to
us.
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Profanity Growing

Anyone who watches television
even occassionally must have no-
ticed the increase in the use of
profanity on prime-time shows.
There was a time when you onfy
heard foul language on the late
programs. All that has changed.
And you can bet it has changed for
the worse.

1t appears that profanity has now
joined sex and violence as a chiel
ingredient of commercial televi-
sion. More often than not, you get
all three in one package. Mark our
word. Nudity will be next and from
there, it’s anybody’s guess.

Parents should be concerned
ahout the sudden harrage of pro-
grams which have succumbed to
the use of profanity. You can be
sure that the more that it is heard
on television, the more it will be
spoken on the school ground, from
elementary grades up.

What s happening Is that we
are being slowly conditioned to ac-
cept any and all conduct, no mat-
ter what effect if may have on
small children. And the sad thing

disgusting thing is that the net-
works, by pushing all this objection-
able stuff onto its viewers, are say-
ing they are the arbiters of taste
and everyone should say “hurrah”
when somelike Carol Burnett uses
barracks language or takes sugges-
tivenesg to extremes.

Parents used to be the major in-
fluence in the home, at least in
the formative years of their chil-
dren. Now it is the television set.
Jts impact is immeasurable. Par-
ents who do not use foul language
can set a good example, but the
Carol Burmetts and “Maudes”
may undermine them in their own
home.

There should be a letter - writing
campaign undertaken by all par-
ents who object to the degrading
trend in television. We are being
bombarded with junk that used to
be confined to the burlesque
houses. The least the networks
could do is get them off so-called
prime time. i

There's no question that much
that is being shown today has a cor-
rupting influence on the young. It
corrupts their attitudes, their
guage, and feeds them a lot of mis
information about life. And |
were supposed to get r, Te-
member? -
"

‘Look, Dear! It's Beautiful! Spring Is
Bustin’ Out All Over!'
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7th Fleet Placed

On Alert

- By Rowland Evans And Robert Novak
WASHINGTON—Despite cau- tonnaissance missions. pointment but argues Mr. Nix-
tion in the State Department, The carrier is helping on has every right to partici-

President Nixon is now prepar-
ing_secret orders for a return
to North Vietnamese waters of
the full Seventh Fleet comple-
ment of aircraft carries as a
hard warning to Hanoi 1o stop
infiltration of the South, %

at is the mosl dramatic
step now under top-level con-
sideration here to impress on
Hanoi the gravity with which
President Nixon views continu-
ing movement of troops and
arms from North Vietnam in
direct violation of the Jan. 27
peace agreement.

Some experts in the State De-
partment worry that U. S.
threats of new bombing attacks
on North Vietnam before all
American prisoners of war have
been released risks reprisal
from Hanoi. The reprisal: hold-
ing up the release of the last
batch of POWs (all of whom
must be freed, under terms of
the Jan, 27 agreement, by March
29). The U. S. military dis-
agrees with the otate Depart-
ment, believing that bombing
retaliation before all the POWs
are released would be effective
in demonstrating to Hanoi the
President’s  determination.

Only One

Returning a full complement
of carriers to the Gulf of Ton-
kin would be the President's
unmistakable warning that, if
infiltration does not stop, hom-
bing of North Vietnam will al-
most certainly resume—and, as
now being pressed by Penta-
gon strategists, resumed with
far more ferocity than even
last December’s B-52 raids.

In January, the U. 8. had
four carriers on regular duty
jn waters off North Vietnam.
Today, there is only one with
aircraft flying occasional re-

Dr. John Kenneth Galbraith
of Harvard, Prof. Arthur Sch-
lesinger Jr. of New York Uni-
versity and Theodore Sarenson,
now a New York lawyer — for-

aides to President Kenne-
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second
clear Haiphong harbor of Amer-
ican mines. The third and fourth
carriers are in Japan and the
Philippines respectively, days
possible action over

'The fact that Republican na-
tional chairman George Bush
named White House - favored
political operative Ken Rietz to
a key staff job for the 1974
campaign after a conversation
with. H. R. (Bob) Haldeman,
major domo of the White House
palace guard, has deeply dis-
turbed many Republican lead-
ers.

Bush did not deny the talk
with Haldeman but told us that
naming Rietz as director of the
New Majority Campaign for
1974 was his own idea, concuz-
red in at the White House,
‘Throughout the parly, howey-
er, leaders believe that Bush
was instructed by Haldeman to
make the appointment.

The appointment March 5 of
Rietz, a 3l-year-old protege of
Sen. William Brock of Tenn-
essee who ran the Youth-for-
Nixon campaign last year, did
not go over well originally with
state chairmen who view him
as an agent promoting Brock's

presidential ~ ambitions.  But
when Jearned of the
Haldeman - Bush conversa-
tion, they were even less
happy — contending the

an party.

Clarke Reed of Mississippi,
one of the most senior and most
influential of the state chair-
men, has defended both Bush
and the Rietz appointment in
conversations with his collea-
gues. Reed does not deny White
House influence in Rietz's ap-

pate in his party's affairs.
CDM'S TROUBLES

The new Coalition for a De-
mocratic Majority (CDM), try-
ing to drive the Democratic
party back toward the center,
has suffered two quiet set-
backs.

Setback No. 1 is Sen. Hubert
H. Humphrey's refusal to be-
come national honorary co-
chairman (with Sen. Henry M.
Jackson) of CDM. In a meet-
ing with CDM leaders, Hum-
phrey delayed a decision, How-
ever, although he supports the
CDM and offered to participate
in a scheduled issues confer-
ence, friends say Humphrey
feels it would be inappropriate
for the party’s 1968 presiden-
tial nominee to be chairman of
such a group.

Setback No. 2, while involy-
ing a less prestigious name, is

tials committee, has “quietly
withdrawn" (h e r wording)
from the new organization. She
suggested to us she disagrees
with CDM's challenge to some
party reforms and fears
organization could be a polar-
izing influence.

Without nationally prestigious
figures such as Humphrey and
prominent liberals and
such as Mrs. ifarris, CDM could
become a politically powerless
collection of intellectual mod-
erates located to the right of
the party's center.

A footnote: Some CDM found-
ers privately concede that the
organization’s reason for being
was undercut when Robert
Strauss, a moderate, was elect-
ed Temocratic national chair-
man.

The Peni'agoh Papers:
Dynamite Or Dud?

By Roscoe Drummond

AMNESTY. All the polls show
true. But if forgive-
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cut the President down to size.
They gave no such advice
Historian James MacGregor
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It is clear that the struggie

during the last fen years the
dam has cracked en.

recent Criminal Court deci-
sion in New York City, however,
has succeeded in closing down
“Deep Throat,” which the judge
accurately characterized as “in-
disputably and irremediably ob-
scene,” and the Stpreme Court
is also expected to act soon on
the pornography issue. Most
people close to the matter are
predicting that the Court will
find a way to pick its way
through recent sophistries and
move in the direction of greater
restriction.

1 50, none too soon. The dif-
ferences between “Deep.
Throat” and the latest ‘artis-
fic” cinematic “breathrough™
strike me as marginal. “Last
‘Tango in Paris,” starring Mar-
lon Brando and Maria Schneid-
er, surely qualifies as obscene,
and does so on a variety of
grounds,

Sex Is @ Private Thing

First of all, it raises the en-
tire question of the explicit pub-
lic depiction of sexual acts. At
this level, it seems to me, the
arguments are conclusive: hu-
man sexuality is, by its very
nature, a private thing; and,
this being 0, to render it as a
public exhibition is a violation.

The argument in a nutshell:
Sex is an activity both animal
and human. But what is distinc-
tively human occurs in the
thoughts and feelings of the par-
ticipants. This human aspect is
invisible, The effect of publicly
exhibiting sexual acts is there-
fore almost always to degrade
man, to thrust into the fore-
ground his animal pature.

To this there may be a the-
orefical exception, A very groat

WASHINGTON — Now, after
two-and-a-half years of inves-
tigation by auto safety experts
on Sen. Abraham Ribicoll's spe-
cial subcommittee, the rear-
engine, but defunct, Corvair is
regarded as safe.

Ralph Nader, the evangelist
who ran the Corvair off the
road, immediately denounced
the Senate report as “ope-sid-
ed." Egads, isn't this where
we came in years ago—when
bad old General Motors was
saying charges against the con.
troversial car were one-sided?
Which makes me think:

Who killed the Corvair?

1, said Ralph Nader

With anger and flair,

1 killed the Corvair.

Who saw it die?

1, said GM.

With sad corporate

1 saw the thing die

eye,
e.

Already Dead

The Corvair was already dead
in September, 1970, when Nad-
er wrote Sen. Ril , charg-
ing that GM spokesmen misled
his subcommittee on the safe-
ty of the 1960-63 models of Cor-
vair and urging an nvestiza-
tion. Ribicoff, no fan of the
auto industry, ordered a tho-

Of Porn

By Jeffrey Hart

artist might, somehow, commu-
nicate the invisible emational
realities, place them — despite
the visible animal activity —
somehow in the foreground. But
though this is theoretically pos-
sible, It is highly unlikely; and
our civilization, until 5
has wisely public rep-
resentations of sex.

private by movies like ‘Last
Tango" therefore is prima fa-
cia an attack upon human dig-
nity and upon the lons
that are fundamental to civili-
zation, For what it is worth, T
would judge the attack in this
case to be conscious and inten-
ional.

A Sado-Masochistic Movie

Tut there is another serious
objection to “Last Tango.” This
particular movie is very special
in its handling of sex. The rela-
tions between Brando and
Schneider are almost entirely
sado - masochistic in character;
in other words, sick. And noth-
ing can be clearer than that the
three principals involved, and
most particularly direcotr Ber-
nardo Berfolucci and Marlon
Brando, have used the movie as
an opportunity to impose their
private quirks and fantasies
upon an agog public. And what
a crew they are. Bertolucei ap-
parently springs from the psy
chiatrist's couch to the set,
seething with irrepressible con-
flicts. Maria Schneider is an
avowed bi-sexual. Brando's rep-
utation is lurid, In its produc-
tion, the movie involved exten-
sive improvisation by all eon-
cerned — a sort of grandiose
Encounter Session. No one need
be startled by the results,

Nor will the argument that
art is harmless hold water, The
very people who are hailing
“Last Tango" want violence
banned from TV. Everyone
knows that art has a moral and
psychological impact. If it can
elevate, it can also degrade. If
you don't believe it, drop in on
“Last Tango.”

Safe, Unsafe
Etcetera

By Nick Thimmesch

surance that the 600,000 1960-
63 Corvairs still on the road
would ot cause “new deaths or
Injuries,” and he berated GM
officials for “enjoying the rich
personal rewards , . .for shield-
ing this corporate crime.” Right
on.

Did GM knovingly put a kill-
er on the road in the Corvair?
Answer: No. In 1950, 1 put
the Corvair through high-per-
formance driving on the GM
test track for Sports Hlustrat-
ed magazine and experienced
no difficully. But neither that
ride nor the other approving
test drives of that time are
proof enough. Any rear-engine
car has a weight-stability pro-
blem, usually overcome by
careful fire inflation and a spe-
cial suspension system, Unlike
conventional cars which under-
steer, the Corvair oversteered
(responded faster), an unfami-
liar feeling to most drivers, but
not inherently dangerous, If a
Corvair owner, in the

pect from the ordinary driver,
_ Before Nader emerged, GM
improved the rear end by add-
ing @ leaf-spring stabilizer and
later a fally independent sus-
pension system to further en.
sure handling. Corvair, before
Nader, d.:d been criticized by
automotive engineers, particu-
larly at keenly competing Fi

stuck with Bob .c".‘m"d;i,;.

Falcon.




