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The Book The South Is Talking About

“An Epitaph For Dixie”

CHAPTER 7
By HARRY S. ASHMORE

The Literary Boom
It is & singular fact that the Old South,
with its aristocratic pretensions to learn-
ing and culture, produced no men of letters
above the rank of the minor poet, Sidney
Lanler, and the novelist, Willlam Gilmore

THE BALANCE SHEET

The ecomomic interests of the
South are running sirongly againit
the area’s emotional attachment to
segregation, This conflict may be an
important factor in wltimate determi-
nation :‘ this problem. In this ¢hap-
ter of " An Epitaph for Dixie," Harry
Ashmore, South Carolina-born exec-
wtive editor of the Arkansas Gazette,
examines the factors in this struggle.

from the University of Alabama, or the
one at Little Rock which, after three
weeks of solicitation by Governor Faubus,
overwhelmed the local police at Central

organ-
fzed forays into Negro neighborhoods to
burn, pillage, and murder on a wholesale
scale, With far more real provocation than
existed a generation ago when such af.
fairs were commonplace, there has not
been a single lynching in the grand man-
ner—the sort of fiesta where an entire
gathers, children and all, to

Sims, It is even more that the
New South has seen a literary boom that
matches and may even surpass ia eco-
nomic renascence. . e
to join here wi

ﬂ'ltlh:sd° w:‘: n’rn-u::mwg by the fact that
the most illiterate state in the union has
turned out an astounding colloction of resi-
dent and expatriate poets, playwrights,
and novelists, There may be some oceult
significance in the fact that the literature
of New England flowered early and then
went to seed despite the continued devel-
opment of that region’s ivied seats of learn-
ing. And it could be argued, I suppose, that
what has happened In Mississippi has I:;m:

o

and [
many hundreds of others) decides to
clear out of New York, He makes ar-
rangements for a new factory In the mag-
nolla-scented town of Kenllworth, South
Carolina, where the folks are ralsing a
half-million dollars to provide EIl with
the new factory bullding,

To throw the unlon off the track, Ell
calls his new brasslere factory "Dalllc:

more In the nature of & -

the artists who poke among the ruins of
the old feudsl society are inspired by the
special aura of decadence rather than a
lormal pursuit of the masters.

Whatever the cause, there can be no
doubt that Mississippi bas an unusually
high per capita incidence of writers who
manage to make a living at their trade.
There is, first of all (and perhaps for pos-
terity first and last), William Faulkner.

recluse is so accomplished a
caftsman that the critics, despite an as-
siduous effort back in the Thirties, have
found that they simply cannot ignore him,

Truman Capote, In a remote sphere of her
own there is the talented lady, Eudora
Welty. And this roll call could be continued
to include another dozen or so whose works
would have to be included in any sampling
of serious American literature.

As 1 have suggested elsewhere, it seems

truths about the nal

clety. Yet, so far, his has generally been &
view; he has been primarily con-

cerned with how Yoknapatawpha got the

way it is. And since he has chosen to

frame a universal human tragedy within

is

sible loss of a pool of exploitable labor and
with it the rise of new competition for the
now flowing freely in the region.
He writes of . . . the tawdry quality of
the fear — fear not of the Negro as an in-
dividual Negro nor even as a race, but as
an economic class or stratum or factor,

white man’s economic system . . .""

Economic Determinism

This would seem to align Faulkner with
the economic determinists, which is
strange company indeed for a man who in
his fiction treats so profoundly with the
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in the Dell
tors and the giant, spiderlike cotton pickers
snort across the black land, there is more
likely to be talk of the problem of keeping
the hands

And now along the highways of the Mis-
sissippi Valley there moves a remarkable
parade of battered trucks filled with dry-
backs — Mexican migratory workers

across the border on legal con
tract to work their way north through the
planting season and back south again with
the cotton harvest. A friend of mine, who
as late as ten years ago kept sixty families
on his two thousand acres to get his cot-
ton crop down and bring it in, now has
only three. He has transferred some of
his acreage to beef cattle pasturage, and
he handles the rest with machinery, chem-
icals, and day labor.

It seems to me, then, that the Missis-
sippi literary view is not only special, but
somewhat out of date. I am not suggesting
that the ruined plantation house Tennessee
Williams ed as a stage set in the
celebrated movie Baby Doll doesn't exist;
but I am suggesting that the problem of
arson among the cotton gins is not one that
personally concerns many Southerners
these days. While Baby Doll may have
been sccepted as a slice of life outside the
region, it was generally viewed in the
South as comedy; twenty years ago To-
bacco Road evoked cries that Erskine
Caldwell was fouling his nest, but Wil-
liams' saga of an infantile blonde and her
frustrated husband drew belly laughs.
Even the Southern censors didn't bother
it much, although this may have been
counted for by automatic Protestant ap-
proval in the wake of Cardinal Speliman’s
censure.

Considering Baby Doll and its relation-
ship to contemporasry life under the mag-
nolias, Harry Golden In his Carolina Is-
raelite has offered this substitute scenario
outline as being closer to the mark:

1 would have Ell Wallsch play the

him down to Kenllworth In her new Ja-
guar. And this is where old Karl Mal-
den comes In, Karl plays David Dubin-
sky, who har been keeping an eye on
Baby Doll all this time, and he catches
up with her in Charlotte, North Carolina.
They play hide and seck in an old planta-
tion house which now houses The Caro-
lina Israelite, and in the scuffle Dubin-
sky succeeds in geiting Baby Doll to sign
the new contract on behalf of “Balance
Agriculture with Industry, Incorporated.”

‘The big scene, however, Is where the

Is

watch the crosses burn and the limp body
sway at the end of the rope.

The Distinction

It might be contended that this is neg-
ative, that the difference Is only one of de-
gree and that the distinction is between
physical and spiritual torture. Yet it is a
matter, 1 think, of considerable signifi-
cance. For what it means is that the pow-
er structure of the South has declared out-
right violence and sustained disorder in-
tolerable and will use its great weight to
prevent it if it can, and to curb it if it

below that of the whites, but it is high
enough to make an increasing number of
colored people good customers of almost
any establishment along Main Street. In
some cases the Negro has even achleved
a special priority; because the patterns of
residential segregation normally restrict
him to second-class housing regardiess of
Income, the outward symbol of his afflu-
ence is likely o be a long, chromium-
studded, new automobile rather than a
pretentious home. Indeed, proprietors of
shops which once barred Negroes or asked
them to ease in through the alley door,
are likely these days to be out hustling
colored customers in off the sidewalk; 1
know one clothing merchant who considers
his membership in the Urban League a
better investment than his Chamber of
Commerce dues. The ehony radio stations
which have sprung up in the Southern cit-
ies to beam programs especially to Negro
audiences peddle mast of their commer-
cial time to leading white stores. And
some department ctore owners, taking due
note of the complexion of the crowds mov-
ing through their aisles, have quietly taken
down the White and Colored signs that
adorned their drinking fountains—although
in almost every instance the toilets still

--Of Computations On A Balance Sheet

buildings, and right-to-work laws aimed at
curbing the unions, On both ends, then,
this is not a moral crusade but Opera-
tion Self - Interest — which, 1 suspect
largely accounts for Its remarkable suc-
cess.

New Realism

1 would not describe as cold-blooded
the gentlemen with the slide rules who are
plotting the shape of the South's future,
but I would ¢all them realistic. Thus they
count racial tension as a debit, and gen.
eral improvement of the condition of the
South's Negroes as an asset, They are not
disposed to mount any stumps and meet
the Citizens Councilmen in debate on the
great moral issue, but they do keep a close
eye on the profit and loss sheet, In Bir-
mingham the former chairman of the
Chamber of Commerce’s Committee of
100 commented tersely on the Citizens
Council-inspired violence on local buses:
“The hoodlumism here has hit headlines
throughout the nation. As a result, we
have lost one major plant in Birmingham
and several smaller installations." He was
echoed by the Alabama Power Company
vice-president in charge of industrial de-

And the Birmi Post-Her-

can't. Where citizens

openly in the activities of the Citizens
Councils, as in Mississippl and some parts
of Alabama, they have made this a con-
dition of membership and have given it
more than lip service. Elsewhere in the
South the established leaders have gener-
ally stayed clear of the extremist groups
—making no overt move to curb the rab-
ble rousers, but leiting it be known that
they will be tolerated only so long as they
stay within somewhat elastic bounds that
stop short of anything the meddling, out-
side newspapers could call an incident.
Thus Governor Frank Clement had vir-
tually universal support when he sent the
Tennessee National Guard to halt the riot
ing incited by itineranf racists in the wake
of integration of the Clinton public schools.
who felt strongly that the

Mayor of Ken the
new factory:
“We are mighty d of the new fac-

““We start picketing tomorrow!"

Negroes Aided

The fact is that the dominant economic
Interests in the New South — granting a
few local exceptions=not only are not en-
gaged in any calculated effort to keep the

Negro in hl

terbalance for the incen-
diary activities of the Citizens Councils and
the reborn Klans. It is not that the bustling
gentlemen at the local Chambers of Com-
’lgnm or the state Industrial Development

schools shouldn't admit Negroes now, or
ever, agreed that there had to be order;
they might defend an economic boycott on
moral grounds, but they couldn't put up
with brawling in the streets. So it was at
Nashville, The leaders of the business
community displayed no particular alarm
when John Kasper roamed the streets
preaching sedition and a few Negro chil-
dren were pushed around on the opening
day of school; but when a half million dol-
lars worth of public property disappeared
in the dynamiting of the Hattie Cotton
School the word went out that this sort
of thing had to stop, and the local police
stopped it. At Little Rock the first break
in the silence that fell over the business
community when Governor Faubus pitted
the National Guard against the Federal
Court came after the tinancial gentry had
actually gazed upon the face of a mob;
twenty-six community leaders, whose rat-
ings would place them in the upper reach-
es of Dun & Bradstreet's compilation of

the American peerage, thereupon issued a
public statement demanding the restora-
tion of law and order.

Poverty's Roots

1f economic determinism were the sole
factor, which of course it isn't, the rigid

are
with race as a moral problem; on the con-
trary, they, like most of their fellow South-
erners, wish the matter of integration
would quietly go away, and many of them
vrlu:g J:alla the views of the Council-
men ux. But they also recognize
that sustained raclal disorder would be fa-
ll“ldw their Tlﬁ:r( to lure new industries
and new capital from the non-South, and
lhug the existing level of tension isn't doing
their handsomely mounted promotional
campaigns any good.

A few woeks before the 1954 Supreme

ruling in the school cases I paid a

call on a Southern business executive who
likes to be described as the
his state’s
balance

the East—the story of vast
natural resources and a docile, hard-work-
ing labor supply walting only for the touch
of Yankee investment capital to send milk
and honey flowing through the land.

T asked him if he had given any thought
to the possible effect of the pending Su-
preme Court ruling on his industrial de-
velopment program. He said he hadn’t,
much, Suppose, I said, the Court rules out
segregation in the schools?

;"Eood God,” he said. ““You mean they

t?

1 told him I thought the odds were that
they would, and that this, of course, raised
the possibility of racial violence in the
South, He sprang from his chair and be-
gan pacing.

“‘We can't have it," he said, his voice
rising. “My God, if the Klan starts riding

and kicking nigras around my com-
pany couldn't borrow fifty cents in Wall
Street. And nobody in his right mind
would build a plant in a town where peo-
ple are dynamite at each other.

make it sound like the Civil War has start-
ed all over again, Hell, what we've been
selling is peace and order—telling ‘em
that what we've got down here is stability
—friendly politicians who are not going to
gut a business with taxes, and workers
who are grateful for a job and are not go-
ing to be stirring up trouble."

‘What, then, did he propose to do about
it? Would he and his fellow industrialists
in the region consider joining in a public
statement urging orderly compliance with
the Court’s decision? He sat down and
thought a moment.

“We're not going to want to get mixed
up in this school thing if we can help it,”
he said. “But I can tell you this—there're
not going to be any race riots.”

And there haven't been, Mean talk, ves.
Isolated acts of individual violence, as in
the Till case; an occasional mob such as
the one that formed to bar Autherine Lucy

patterns of would have been
shattered long ago. Just as the mass of
white Southerners had no financial stake
in the slave system, so the great major-
ity today draws no benefit from the exist-
ence of a mass of workers forced by nec-
essity to hire out for substandard wages.
The South’s traditional proverty has been
rooted in the fact that the colored third
of the region’s population, and a substan-
tial portion of those of lighter hue, have
been counted among the lowest income
group in the nation., This pool of cheap
labor has turned a real profit only for
those engaged in large-scale farming or
the manufacture of products for sale out-
side the South; for the rest it has been a

And it has added to the general burden,
since those with marginal incomes contrib-
ute little the way of tax support for
public services, yet draw heavily upon
them, It was economics, no morality,
Booker T. Washington had in mind when
he warned that the white man could throw
the Negro in the ditch, but couldn't keep
there without getting in with him.
These truths have long been

remain of white ¥

Money Talks

This has been a quiet and undramatic
process, more the natural product of a
competitive economy than the result of or-
ganized effort on the part of Negroes:
they have found doors opening to them
simply because they arrive these days
with money in hand, However, in the
case of public i

ald said; “This points up the necessity for
our public officials to apprehend and bring
to trial those persons who have been guilty
of this violence." The power structure had
been alerted—as it was in Arkansas when
Orval Faubus suddenly gave signs of bed-
ding down with the Citizens Councilmen
he had previously resisted. Two days be-
fore the governor launched his military
maneuver at Central High School, Win-
throp Rockefeller got wind of what was
afoot and d from his mountain to

welght has been used as a direct weapon
against segregation. The bus boycott in
Montgomery succeeded despite the fulmi-
nations of white politicians and the odd le-
galisms of the local courts because the
bus company had to carry Negro passen-
gers or go out of business. In every South-
ern city the proportion of colored bus rid-
ers far exceeds the general proportion of
Negro to white population, commonly run-
ning up as high as 80 per cent. Under the
circumstances it does not take a full-scale
boycott to remind the proprietors where
their profit lies; even a moderate decline
in colored passengers would be enough to
force most of the hard-pressed transit
companies to the wall. This is the pri-
mary consideration that has moved some
twenty-one Southern bus operators to
quietly take down the Jim Crow signs
without court order.

The Negro's new economic leverage
has not yet become anything like a deter-
minant in the area of social attitudes; but
by indirection it has, I believe, provided
an effective brake on the ex groups.
For the first time he is a positive raths
than a negative factor in the Southern
economy, and the urban business commu-
nity is becoming aware that when a col-
ored man becomes a customer it is a prac-
tical necessity to take some account
his personal feelings, And here again this
is a beginning process that will not be
turned back. Winthrop Rockefeller, who
has established a branch of his well-en-
dowed clan atop an Arkansas mountain
and assumed the chairmanship of the
state Ci
has set as a goal the raising of Arkansas's
47th ranking per capita income to the na-
tional average, The Negro inevitably must
be included in this calculs He may
be the last to find a job at the machines
of the new factories, but clearly his
income has got to rise with the others’ if
the goal is to be attained—and if the
Arkansas businessmen who support the
promotional effort are to get a fair re-
turn on their investment through expand-
ed local markets.

Important Differences

It should be noted, too, that this new
economic crusade differs in important re-
spects from that of Henry Grady's day.
‘These are not innocents from the pulpit
and the plantation who are now out stalk-

the
In most cases the promotional effort is fi-
nanced in large part by a substantial state
budget, and allied with the professional
greeters are platoons of economists and
i from the state i They
are happy to see local ownership of indus-
try and they will be as helpful to the
homefolks as they can; but their main ef-
fort is directed at the East and Mid-West.
They recognize that the South is still pain-
fully short of risk capital, and that its

but rarely acted upon. The change, when
it began in the post-depression days, came
not as a result of the concerted efforts of
the Southern leadership, but from exter-
nal actions of the central government. The
federal wage and hour law produced pro-
found results in the region. So, to a lesser
degree, did the social security and unem-
ployment insurance programs. Together
they have served to raise the accepted
standards of subsistence and to push a
mass of new consumers up above the fat-
back-and-hominy level. The flood of de-
fense spending when the army camps
burgeoned in the South during World War

depends primarily
upon the great national corporations and
the expanding smaller companies seeking
plant sites outside the older industrial con-
centrations. So they go forth not to plead
for help, but to make the hard sell, and
they arm themselves with resource sur-
veys, labor availability data, market anal-
yses, and the like. At home they bend their
efforts to creating what they fondly de-
scribe as a favorable climate for industry.
This may mean, at its extreme, tax
exemptions, publicly-financed  factory

plead with Faubus not to do it. After it was
done, Rockefeller read into the record of
a national television broadcast his own ap-
praisal (which it is reasonable to assume
is also that of the Rockefeller Brothers
and the Chase Manhattan Bank) that great
damage had been done to Arkansas's in-
dustrial development program.

Labor

The promoters keep an eye on the fu-
ture, too. Right now the South's greatest
single asset in its competition for new in-
dustry probably is ils possession of the na-
tion's only supply of surplus labor—a siz-
able pool not of unemployed, but under-
employed workers in transition from farm
to city. In any community in the South a
new factory can start from scratch and
fill a thousands jobs the day its:doors
open, Those who turn up to man the ma-
chines are not skilled workers, but they
can be quickly trained; and the efficiency
ratings of companies that have already
gone through the process are impressive.
However, the supply is not inexhaustible,
‘The time will come, sooner or later, when
the factories will have skimmed the whites
off the labor pool and only the blacks will
be left—and, assuming the demand con-
tinues, there is little doubt that this will
be the beginning of the end of rigid segre-
gation patterns in employment. This con-
sideration opens up an area of concern
for those who look as far ahead as day
after tomorrow. When former Governor
Sam Jones of Louisiana propounds his the-
sis of a forced redistribution of Negroes
over the whole of the United States as a
cure for the race problem, he may draw
a few emotional huzzahs, but he is likely
to alarm the slide rule gentry. They see in
the present out-migration of Negroes the
dissipation of a work force that may soon
be a magnet for the factories they seek,
and of a potential market for Southern
manufactured goods. And the more
thoughtful among them are also aware
that the qualitative loss may be far great-
er than the cold census figures indicate;
it is usually the ablest and most ambi-
tious Negroes who put their foot in the
big road to seek greater opportunity or to
escape oppression, thus running up the
proportion, among those who stay behind,
of those who can best be described by
that explicit Southern word, shiftless.

The Union's Role

Although the industrial promoters and
the labor unions are often at cross pur-
poses, they have a common stake in pre-
serving order and reducing racial tension,
Organizing in the South has always been
tough, and the percentage of workers cov-
ered by union contract is the lowest in
the nation.

The first of the New Southern indus-
tries, the cotton mills of the Piedmont,
were antilabor bastions from the outset.
They were usually located in unincorpo-
rated towns, where the proprietors literally
owned the streets that led to them and
paid the policemen who patrolled them.
And when a concerted effort was made
by the organizers to break through the
cordon—as in the days of the old Textile
Workers Organizing Committee's flying
squadrons of the Thirties—the mill owners
could rely on their friends in the state-
houses for help. 1 was around the villages
myself then as a reporter in the hectic
days when Mother Bloor was likely to turn

up on the picket line and Norman Thomag
would sppear to preach the funeral ora.
tion for pickets shot down in the line of
duty. I bave a sharp memory of the long
cyclone fences and the sandbags neatly
stacked at the gates with the blunt snouts
of National Guard machineguns poking

shifting of political balance in the unions*
favor; but the organizers still have their
troubles, Operation Dixie, the C10's all-out
Southern drive in the post-war years, fel]
flat on its face, and the rate of

in membership since has by no means kept
pace with the growth of industry, The new
Southern factory workers, lately come in
from the country, have a deep-seated sus.
picion of the persuasive strangers who ask
them to sign up for the union, And it is a
suspicion usually encouraged by their em.
ployers, many of whom come South, if not
in the hope of permanently escaping or.
ganization, at least with the hope that they
can hold it off for a few years, and nego.
tiate a far more favorable contract than
the one they left behind.

In the last few years racial tensions
have had an increasingly adverse effect
upon organizing campaigns. The union in.
ternationals, without significant exception,
formally oppose segregation, and their
charters declare their membership open
without regard to race. The Southern lo.
cals, however, have been reluctant to fol.
low suit; there is nothing in the act of
signing a union card to cause a man to
abandon the prejudices he has lived with
all his life, and the unions recruit their
members mostly from the ranks of the
red-necks who nurse a special bitterness,
It was no surprise that the mob that
chased Autherine Lucy off the University
of Alabama campus included a heavy per-
centage of dues-paying rubber workers, or
that there were Teamsters and railway
workers among those present in Little
Rock, And it must be a source of contin.
uing embarrassment to Waller Reuther
that Eldon Lee Edwards, the imperial
wizard of the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, carries a card in the Atlanta local
of the United Auto Workers.

A New Justice

It is not likely, however, that the un-
fons will abandon or significantly temper
their aggressive campaign to educate their
Southern members not only to accept in-
tegration in the factories, but to play a
pﬁx}ﬂ; role in breaking down the gener-
al barriers of race. Pri ily this under-
taking has been 'Ilhm of

sought to increase labor’s local political
strength by coupling it with the Negro
vote. The PAC's outriders point out, with
Justice, that allied with the Citizens Coun-
cils and the Klux are reactionary employ-
€r groups perhaps more interested in un-
dermining the unions than in keeping the
Negro in his place, This, too, is basically
an appeal to self-interest, and the interna-
tionals have no choice but to stay with it
even though some of the locals have grown
restive over the race issue and a few
have threatened to turn in their charters,

It seems to me, then, that wherever
money makes the mare go the odds are

th the Negro—and a mare is a consid-
erably more dependable animal than a
mule given to running into stone walls ei-
ther because he is blind or doesn't give
a damn. It is commonly said that some of
the best minds in the South have rallied
to the effort to fend off the effects of the
Supreme Court integration decisions—and
this is true to the extent that some able
advocates have helped the politicians work
out the legal maze of interposition. But
there are able minds poring over the bal-
ance sheet, too, and while they are will-
ing to put up with a good deal of non-
Eense, they aren't willing to pay cash for

Thus the Mississippi Sovereignty Com-
mission brought into being by the 1958
legislature to keep the a State free
°', any taint of integration, and supplied
with $250,000 of public money for the pur-
pose, collapsed in its first direct test
against the outside dollar. The issue was
the proposed erection of an $11,000,000 Vet-
erans Hospitnl at Jackson, a facility that
would accepl white and Negro patients
alike and house them together without dis-
tinction. “‘Well, we've got the tiger by the
tail,” Governor Coleman said, “We either
accept an integrated facility, or we deny
our Mississippi white veterans medical
services they need.” With only one dis-
senting voice the Commission voted to do-
nate state land for the hospital.

One does not have to be an economic
determinist to find merit in the thesis ad-
vanced by a somewhat cynical old planter
I know. He agrees that Dixie is in its fi-
nal throes and contends that it will be pos-
sible to fix the exact moment of the de-
mise. It will come, he says, when a rich
Negro leaves behind a widow with suffic-
fent holdings to justify one of the Snopes
boys® marrying her for her money.

e .

NEXT WEEK — The New Know

CHIEF FACTOR IS ECONOMY

11, and the new surge of expan-
sion have kept the spiral turning; the na-
Jou that deal in merchandising
data are filled with reports of the astro-
nomical growth of Southern retail markets.
I can recall as a young reporter riding
hrough the back country of South Caro-
lina with a public health team adminis-
tering the new miracle drug, nicotinic
acid, as a treatment for the common
scourge, pellagra — that scaling disease
which results from sustained dietary de-
ficiencies. The only case of pellagra I
have heard of in recent years afflicted an
alocholic of my acquaintance who had
largely given up food, not because he
couldn't afford it, but because he could
afford to stay drunk. Negroes as well as
whites are not only eating higher on the
hog than ever before, but they have mon-
ey left over for television sets, automo-
biles, fur coats, deep freezes, and all the
other luxuries Americans regard as nec-
essities.
The average Negro Income Is still well

Scientists Still Seek Fresh Water From The Sea
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