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The Book The South Is Talking About

“An Epitaph For Dixie”

By HARRY S. ASHMORE

CHAPTER 4

N THAT GRIM time when the grea!
I depression underscored the habitual
poverty of the South, | carried a news-
paper route that passed through & size-
ahle Negro neighborhood In Greenville,
South Carolina. One boundary of my daily
round was the embankment of the South-
ern Railway tracks, where the Crescent
Limited thundered by in remote grandeur
and the long freights crawled past with a
burden of the dispossessed covering the
cars like roosting birds. The other was &
festering creek that in occasional flood
carrled away that considerable portion of
sewage the primitive outdoor plumbing
could pot, or did not, accommodate. There
was no pavement here, and in truth no
streets; the stlt-legged shot.gun houses
were set along muddy tracks that began,
curved, and ended without perceptible pat-

ern

My youth, and the satchel of papers
that slapped my thigh in the early morn-
ings, or the route list in my hand on
collection days, gave me innocent passage
in this alien community. 1 came to be ac-
cepted as part of the natural order, and
the pulsing life went on around me with-
out the sudden dead pause that usually
greeted the appearance of a pale face.
1 was, as I came to understand many
years later, thus afforded a view denied
to most whites: since it was understood
that I could do its residents neither harm
nor good, my presence did not disturb
the community’s natural rhythm.

A Song Always Sounding

The sights, the sounds, and the smells
were certainly different from anything 1
had known in the prim neighborhoods
across the tracks, There was music in
the soft voices and the liquid laughter,
and a kind of subdued anguish in the
song that was sounding, always some-
where, The cutting edge of poverty had
left visible marks: the swollen bellies of
rickety children, the scabs of pellagra,
the hollow cheeks of the tubercular. Yet
there was an astonishing vitallty, too, in
the broad-shouldered bucks swinging off
in the dawn to their muscle-straining jobs,
and in the heavy-lidded, earthy women
who marked their passage with white-
toothed approval. It showed even in the
very old, the gnarled uncles and grannies
who poked at the black iron washpols
and tended the swarming children through
the long days when the able-bodied were
at work, or looking for it. Moving their
tilted split-bottom chairs with the sun, sit-
ting loose, as they said, they simply re-
fused to die.

The community was close-knit, despite
its obvious impermanence; and the spirit,
of necessity, was communal. Only in ex-
tremes of weather were the “openings of
the close-set shacks closed; normally one
saw through from front door to back, and
the hum of conversation carried without
interruption from window to window and
from porch to sasging porch. No man
owned the land he lived on, and the com-
ing and going of persons of all ages kept
the population in constant flux. With rare
exceptions family relationships were cas:

l. The usual conventions were
relaxed; bastardly carried no per-
manent nor  venereal

a code here, too. Everyone knew priva-
tion, but no one starved: the fatback and
greens were a shared necessity and the
Saturday night bottlé was in the public
domain, Sudden flares of violence,
the flashing of bright blades and the stain
of red blood against dark skin, were com-
mnnp'nu‘ but the children ran without
and were loved. Passion was permis-
uble. but cruelty was not; transgressors
gullty of sheer meanness were promplly
cast out,

An Urban Jungle

‘These Negroes were, surely, at the very
bottom rung of a soclal structure that
was then in disorder everywhers in Amer-
ica. By any measure they wers worse
off than those who had remained on the
land; the sharecropper was in straits, too,
but he still had the bounty of the fields,
the lonely pleasure of the woods. and
the dignity of work. This urban jungle
subsisted on scraps from a table becom-
ing increasingly bare; the rescue squads
of the New Deal had not yet arrived and
the thin trickle of private charity was
drying up at its sourse.

The distance from nadir to zenith in
#gro's fortunes has never been great,
those I moved among in Greenville
must have been near the lowest point in
me curve, (I make no claim to knowing
knowing implies acceplance on
terms  that  were meither asked
nor offered.) In their relations with each
other they were, for all practi
ond not only the white man's law,
i his motice. Thes had precious little to
build on, it is but they had the
privilege of ordering
munity on their own

5

rms, Was the pat-
en, shaped by peculior racial char-

s
1 suppose 1 thought so at the time, if 1
thought about such esoteric matters at all.
But later, in this country and abroad, see-
ing men of different pigmentation trapped
by adversity in the wake of depression and
war, I began to wonder. Were these Ne-
groes, in the fullness of liquor and Satur-
day night, any more prone to mayhem
than my cousins who often stood off the
peace officers in the mou 1

i es only
a few miles away? Did they breed any
more casually than the poor whites left
behind on the abandoned tobacco roads
along the Savannah — or for that matter,
the fair-skinned daughters of Britain in
the days when a randy American Invasion
force roamed the countryside under cover
of blackout? Did they turn to petty thiev-
ery any quicker than the Germans or the
French who were reduced to picking over
the ruins of war? Was it lack of moral
and physical fiber that ran up the disease
rates, or the lack of proper diet and med-
| care? Was not the stench that hung
over the community in fact the universal
ell of poverty?

What Does Privation Do?
The issue I raise bere is not whether

one race is morally superior lo another,
but whether privation produces substan-
tially different results when black men are
gubjected to It. The statistics of compari-
son are not much help; among Americans
only the Negro has been held back by the
restraints of slavery and segregation and
there is no way to tell what he might have
done witout his special handicaps
robs the standard arguments for white su-
premacy of logical validity; the racists
have to reach far into the outfield of his-
tory to buttress their case. But it also
vitiates the Negro leadership’s insistence
that given a clear field and a fair chance
a black man can hold his own with a
white. No one knows, hecause the sample
is not yet large enough to provide the
proof.

But what does seem 1o me clear is that
the Negro's attitudes today are shaped
wholly by his American environment. The
Mnl-p from Gambia, the Gold Coast,
and Senegal is only one of physi-
cal characteristics, and these sharply al
tered by the thinning of the African blood,
‘The Negro, after all, has been in this
country as long as the AngloSaxon, and
his immigration was halted by law before
the Central European’s began. The impor-
tation of African slaves was banned by
Cpngress in 1807, and the dwindling boot-
leg trade from the Caribbean islands was
finished well before the Civil War. The old
tribal culture was ruthlessly rooted out
upon the Negro's arrival in the New
World, and all contact with the dark con-
tinent ended.

Like Southern Speech

Linguists still journey to the isolated
Atlantic sea islands to look for traces of
Gullah in the speech patterns there, but
their finds are no more than museum
pieces. For generations the talk of South-
ern Negroes, which has delighted the na-
tion's humorists, has been nothing more
nor less than an illiterate rendering of
standard Southern speech. A case of sorts
can be made for African influence on spir-
ituals, lowland Southern folk music, and
jazz; but I am not certain how much of
this hasic rhythm was transmuted from
the jungle and how much simply reflects
the steady swinging of the white man’s
axe, pick, and hoe. In any event, in those
temples where the jazz cult gathers these
days I have noticed that the side man on
the drums Is likely to be white, with the
darker brethren getting in their best licks
on the reeds and the brass.

I am not dismissing the importance of
racial differences. They are real. Indeed
they are urgent, since, as I have noted,
they loom large in the white Southern mys-
tiqgue — and have produced its counter-
part among the new Negro leadership. But
it is importnt to understand that the sepa-
rate society in which the Negro has lived
took little, it anything, from the exotic
culture of Africa; if he never had a chance
to live up to them, the standards that
were set for him were nevertheless those
of the whites. He is Christian, not pagan.
His language is American English, and
given a chance to learn. it properly he han-
dles it as well as anyone else, He earns
his living in a frce enterprise economy.
His dress, his diet, and his entertainment
are not different in kind from those of his
white neighbors. He has contributed snme~

pride in his race and his past, while the
Negro tends to look upon his background
with mixed emotions that include more
than a touch of shame. This In itself is a
consequence of adopted white values,
which Idealize breeding and the long con-
tinuity of family soclal rank

It has always seemed to me that the
Negro can, without undue strain on his
philosophical bent, find solace in the spe-
cial circumstances of his history, Until
very recent years nothing thst had hap-
od to him since he was brought to this
continent in chains could properly be
called his fault, His degradation was not
of his making: In a system stained with
moral guilt he was the victim, and there-
fore absolved. And in the worst passages
of his long journey he found a way of
maintaining his dignity by meeting arro-
gance with tolerance. As William Faulk-
ner once wrote of his symbolic Sambo,
he loved children — not just his own, but
anybody's children.

Sounded The Battlecry

But for a generation now the new Ne-
gro leadership has been insisting that it
is precisely these gentle virtues that have
cost the Negro his proper place in Ameri-
can society. The fierce old brown Brah-
min, W. E. B. DuBois, sounded the battle-
cry ‘when he poured scorn on his people
for their failure to seize the opportuni-
ties of Reconstruction

Their own leaders decried “politics™
and preached submission. All their ef-
forts toward manly self-assertion were
distracted by defeatism and counsels of
despair, backed by the powerful propa-
ganda of a religion which taught meek-
mess, sacrifice and humility.

Manly self-assertion is paramount in
a credo of the new Negro leadership. It
is enjoined as the individual contribution
v n make to the common
Y it any long-
er, he is told by his latter day prophets,
and when the white man understands that
you won't take it, all this will be over.
In practice, of course, there is still a
vast amount of compromise with these
brave words, but at the point of contact
on principle the stiff white neck now is
usually matched by an unbending dark one.
In attempting to convert the separate
but equal fingers of Booker T, Washing-
ton into a closed fist, the new leadership
long ago made a bad word of “gradual-
ism™ — which bespoke the thesis of South-
ern white liberals that an evolutionary
process would in due time bring the Ne-
gro justice and equality, while anything
that smacked of revolution would only
bring disaster. Now the same fate has
overtaken ‘“‘moderation,” the Stevensonian
phrase of the last presidential campaign
which was declared counterfeit almost be-
fore it was minted. Reporting on his most
recent tour of the South, Carl Rowan
wrote:

The men who really disturbed me
were the so-called “moderates™, the new
weeping Willies of the South. who
seemed willing to contribute so little to
progress and so much (o the stagnation
of the fdeals of the mation. Sure it fis
unpopular nowadays to attack “modera-
tion”. The cliche peddlers have put it
next to and But

thing to the American culture, certal:

but he has taken much more. And he hn
had no communication with the black gods
of Mrlcl for a h\mdred )enrn and more.

the dre:
hu bemused Amerlclm lea and black.
John C. Calhoun was one of the organizers
of the American Colonization Society
which founded the Republic of Liberia in
1820 as a respository for freedmen who
mizht disturh the slave system The So-
ciety had no more lasting success than
did the megalomaniac project of Marcus
Garvey, who a hundred years later formed
an all-Negro organization to march back
to the Gold Coast under a flag bearing
a black star.
The

who are these “moderates”? For what
are they “moderate”? Are they moder-
ately for or against compliance with the
United States Supreme Court's decislon?

Rowan answers his own questions in
these bitter words:

The Other Side Of The Coin

crusade against the established order. This
condition is not the product of the absurd
new restrictive laws or the breast-beating
and overt acts of economic intimidation
by the Citizens Councils, It is one of the
great ironles that the reverse is true; the
Southern zealots have succeeded only in
rubbing up the natural resentment of Ne-
groes who might otherwise have been dis-
posed to avold an active role in the new
crusade. The failure of 5o many Negroes
to rush forward at the sound of the bug
is, 1 believe, due to the fact that they sim-
ply are not yet equipped to exercise the
rights they deeply believe should be theirs.

Inertia A Frustration

This inertia is the great frustration of
the new leadership. The statesmen of the
crusade, men like Lester Granger of the
Urban- League and Ralph Bunche of the
United Nations, and field commanders like
the late Walter White, Roy Wilkins, and
Thurgood Marshall of the NAACP, enjoy
the respect and even the adulation of their
people. Negroes everywhere give them
their hearts — but only a relatively small
minority follow up with their money and
their time. Voting figures provide a telling
index. The outlawing of the old white pri-
mary in 1944 was hailed by the Negro
leadership as perhaps the most important
single advance gained in litigation — po-
tentially even more significant than the
school decisions, The NAACP confidently
predicted that 3,0000,000 Southern Negroes
would be registered by 1956, and launched
an intensive educational campaign to get
them to the polls. Yet the most reliable
estimate, by the Southern Regional Coun-
cil, is that only 1,230,000 were actually on
the rolls in the last election. The total un-
doubtedly has been cut by legal restric-
tions and extralegal intimidation in the
Deep South; yet even in those states where
Negroes vote freely the increase is far
short of initial predictions, and the rate
of gain has fallen off in recent years.

happened. 1 believe, is that the
upper strata of the Negro population
rushed forward to qualify as soon as the
voting lists were opened, and thereby
quadrupled Negro registration in the re-
gion almost overnight. The remainder,
which constitutes the considerable major-
ity, simply didn't figure the privilege was
worth the trouble.

This seems to me the natural conse-
quence of a fundamental fact the Negro
leadership is loath to recognize and tends
to discount when it cannot be avoided.
Negroes, like any other people, are con-
ditioned by their environment — and most
of them still live in a rural or urban
slum. The general prosperity of recent
years has reduced the degree of privation,
and the worst of the jungles have given
way to the bulldozers of slum clearance.
But even though individual income levels
and public services have improved mark-
edly, depressed areas still exist, subject-
ing those who live there to the debilitating
ellects of inferior physical and cultural
background. W as 1 have noted, the
general upgrading of the economy  has
made it possible lor an increasing
ber of Nezroes to graduate into the middle-
class, for every one who has overcome
the deficiencies of his or or created

n

ignorance as well as the white man's
prejudice.

Political Lethargy

Political lethargy Is only one manifes-
tation of this unpleasant truth, The Ur-
ban League, which is primarily concerned
with the economic advancement of the
city-dwelling Negro, has found that in the
nation at large there are more skilled johs
available to Negroes than there are Ne-
groes to fill them. And it shows,

Apparently a “moderate” s any
white Southerner whn can prove that
he hasn't lynched any crippled old \p-
gro during p g
hour.

And it is noteworthy that the young Ne-
gro does not limit his condemna-
tion to the Som.h He is equally stern in
his of the Ei admin-

American Negro's

with his old world exists today only as an
important problem of American foreign
policy, and an effective propaganda plank
in the platform of the NAACP. In trouble,
as we are, with the dark-skinned peroples
who hold the world balance between East
and West, American discrimination against
colored people undoubtedly has a profound
emotional impact in the great critical arc
from North Afirca to Red China. This, in-
deed, was a major point made in support
of ending public school segregation in
briefs filed with the Supreme Court by both
the Truman and Eisenhower administra-
tions, and it is used to good politcal ef-
fect now by supporters of civil rights leg-
islation.

Some Negro intellectuals have attempt-
ed 1o establish a sort of mystic identifica-
tion with the anticolonial revolution now
racking so much of the world, equating
the destiny of American Negroes with that
of Orientals and Moslems. I once encount-
ered this from a platform at a meeting
in Kansas Cily, where a handsome. tense,
lightskinned Negro plied me with a series
of needling questions. 1 could only reply
with what 1 believe to be the truth
that any discussion of the American \o
gro's problems he would find far more
common ground with Herman Talmadge
than he would with Pandit Nehru.

At that same session in Kansas City,
the late Charles Johnson of Fifk Univer-
sity, who came as close to serving his
people as an elder statesman as anyone
wn, turned the coin over when
he replied with some asperity to another
You don't seem to understand
I have been about all these years
not trying to abolish the M-em I'm
Jjust trying to secure his rights.”

To Secure His Rights

Here, then, are the basic elements of
the emerging Negro mystique: ke natural-
ly wants to be like the white men who
dominate the society that has given him
his values, but because of his color he
hasn't been absorbed as were the minor-

jties which lost their special identities
with their accents The Negro's reflexes
d but like tho<e of the white

with whom he is at
ward manifestations 4-1 his drive
are becoming increasing res
There is, however, a vital -n‘rrvnr differ-
ce: the while man takes perhaps undue

odds,

istration for its failure to take a firm stand
behind the Supreme Court, and he finally
describes hl.l equation of moderation with
cowardice national sickness — for
which the (erm-(:lrrlen are both Demo-
crats and Republicans.”

This is the traditional view of the cru-
sader, who sees the hosts of righteousness
huddled, rumps together, horns out. in a
hostile world. The new Negro leadership,
indeed, has progsessed in a few short
years to the point where it might well em-
blazon upon its coat of arms the slogan
long ago adopted by the embattled white
South: We figure a man who's not for us
must be against us. This reaction by the
Negro leadership is as understandable as
it is inevitable; in the nature of human
conflict excesses on one side beget excess-
es on the other. I do not, however, share
the dim view of those — and so dispa:
sionate and professional a pulse-feeler as
Samuel Lubell is in their number — who
fear that the new rigidity of the Negro
leadership countered against the surface
adamance of the white South has produced
an impasse that will not be resolved this
side of widespread violence, The issue will
turn finally, I think, upon the question of
how many Southern Negroes presently
march in the great crusade, and how rap-
idly the ranks will swell.

Heart Of The Negro

There is not, I think, any longer reason
to doubt that the Negro leadership be-
speaks the heart of the Negro people. The
pathetic Uncle Toms who still occasionally
dance their feeble jig in the pages of white
Southern publications are talking through
their tattered wool hats when they pro-
claim that Negroes really prefer segrega-
tion. Every credible bit of evidence indi-
cales that those in the South, no less than
the migrants to the great cities, have long
since emotionally rejected the old separate
but equal concept. Indeed, it is doubtful
that any man of color or condition
this side of feeble-mindedness was ever
pleasured by a dispensation that clearly
implied that he wasn't good enough to as-
sociate with his neighbors
ill for many, and probably

s more a matter of er
on. It does not yet
55 10 alla
institutions head-on
risks and incur the di

scomfitur

too, in the lack of effective Negro leader-
ship at the community level, which stands
in marked contrast to the brilliant plan-
ning and execution of the legal crusade
conducted by a small disciplined group
centered in the NAACP. Of the new gen-
eration in the South, only one so far stands
out in the area of action — Martin Luther
King of Montgomery, who rallied an en-
tire community to his bus boycott and
then achieved the even more remarkable
feat of holding his followers firmly to his
line of Christian passive resistance.

These, of course, are facts with which
the Negro leadership ultimately must deal.
Yet their concession entails an obvious
tactical disadvantage, buttressing the ar-
guments of those who point to the defi-
cient background of most Negroes to sup-
port their contention that no Negro should

by allowed to attend a white school. Here
tirns the old circle In which the Negro
has found himself trapped in the segre-
gated neighborhoods of Northern cities
the inadequacy of his environment con-
fines him to second - rate educational
facilities which compound the ignorance
which created the environment In the first

lace.

This condition is now unique to Negroes
and the comparatively small infusion of
Puerto Ricans who have come lately to
the Eastern cities, But it was not always
peculiar to the colored races. The Negroes
who have journeyed forth from the South
in the last two generations have come by
a different route to the point reached be-
fore them by earlier immigrants from the
old countries of Europe. Indeed, they often
have filed into existing ghettoes as they
were vacated by Poles, Italians, Jews,
Germans, and Irishmen moving outward
into the cities and upward in the social
structure, The Negro's status as a mem-
ber of America’s “visible minority" may
make his further journey more difficult
than it was for those who were set apart
only by language, custom, and religion;
but it will not, I am convinced, make
it impossible.

A Pattern Emerging
A similar pattern is belatedly emerging
in the South. The great waves of Europe-
an immigration bypassed the region for
the most part because the South had few
of the expanding industries that came to
depend upon the flow from abroad to meet
their manpower needs. It was not, how-
ever, a direct journey from Ellis Jsland
to the machine in a new factory; those
already on the ground moved up to the
skilled jobs first, and the new arrivals
filled in the menial posts left vacant or
created in their wake. The virtual termi-
nation of immigration early in the century
created a vacuum that has been filled by
|he only  major  domestic labor
draw — that
m the South. Now, however, the region,
moving toward an urban, industrial so-
ciety at an accelerating pace, is creating
a comparable vacuum of its own — suck-
ing whites and Negroes alike off the land
and into the expanding cities. Here too
the latest arrivals take their initial par:
chase on the bottom rung and begin
journey that, if it is complicated by me
deeper roots of Southern prejudice, heads
Inevitably in the same general direction.

A Mass Movement

In a sense this is a mass movement,
and this is the character the Negro lead-
ers seck to give it as they assail the
walls of prejudice and custom, Yet this
is also an individual journey for each Ne-
gro who undertakes it. Some will move
faster than others, according to their nat-
ural endowment, and many of this genera-
tion will not move perceptibly at all.
Robbed by their slum heritage of the
heart and the skills for a fight against
odds, the mass of Negroes for some years
to come will not be able to grasp the
new opportunities that surely will open
to their race — and for them the g
crusade will produce only new frustrations
and mounting tensions.

This is the great unmet challenge of
the new Negro leadership as it moves
now into the void left by erosion of the
old concept of noblesse oblige under which
the white leadership nco(m:ed it it did

to

emuwl when hurled against a compro-
mising colored man as “nigger-lover” ig
when applied to & white who suggests
coming to terms. It is, admittedly, hard
for reason to prevail in such an atmos.
phere; yet surely there must be those
on each side who recognize that the Ne-
gro's cry of “now,” und the white man's
reply of “never” ‘are & prelude to bar.
gaining, not to battle,

A Peace Conference

Samuel Lubell has suggested that race
relations in the South have deteriorated
o a point where there should be a great
gathering of white and Negro leaders, per-
haps under presidential auspices, not lof
further discussion, but for a full-fledged
peace conference. He may be right, but
I have an idea the practical result mla
only be to provide forum
grandlose proclamations by both l(du
But certainly there are going to have to
be many bargaining sessions on the local
level — off the record, hair down, where
a man declares what he wants and then
finds out what he can get, The nature of
our decentralized public school system
will provide the occasion for this sort of
negotiation as litigation proceeds under a
Supreme Court's integration ruling and
knocks down the preposterous road blocks
of interposition. There has aiready been a
fair amount of it in those areas where
the local leadership has swallowed the
principle and moved on to grapple with
the fact. But, as the feeble human rela.
tions mgencies of the South have discov-
ered, no such discussion holds together
long unless there is a concrete matter at
hand: otherwise the session founders on
the abstractions of the old moral argu.
ment in which neither side is willing to
give quarter. When an order Is entered,
however, under the Supreme Court's
original injunction that no judge shall set
himself up as a school board to determine
administrative matters, the issue resolves
into a tangible question of how many Ne-
groes shall go to which school and how
soon — and the choice is between com-
promise and closing down.

How Long?

How long will such a process take?
e is the elusive element in all of this;
difficult to measure, even specula-
tively, because of the vast variety of South-
ern attitudes behind the monolithic fa-
cade. My guess would be that you would
have to figure a generation at the inside
in those rural areas where the Council-
men hold sway, and perhaps even in those
states where the voters at the branch
heads still control the political process.
But I believe we will see a beginning, at
least, within five years at the outside in
the cities of the Upper South, And the
saving factor may well turn out to be
that in those areas where the white re-
sistance is greatest, the Negro pressure
for action is weakest. Pethaps the most
meaningless crime of the century was the
brutal murder of Emmett Till in back-
woods Mississippi. The Negroes of that
depressed area needed no such demonstra-
tion to remind them that as a practical
matter they were virtuaily without rights
in any direct conflict between real or fan-
cled Negro and white interests. There

not always disch:

look after Negroes who were denied the
means of looking after themselves. It is
a part of coming of age; a man who
asserts his rights Immediately acquires
responsibilities to match. And in the dif-
ficult adjustments that lie ahead the Ne-
gro leadership can no more afford to flee
from reality than can the white,

For the white leaders the reality is
that the South cannot expect to stand long
against the tide. Their practical problem
is to bring the peculiar institutions up to
date, recognizing that the arbitrary lim-
its of segregation now deny an increas-
ing number of Negroes the means of real-
lzing their demonstrated potential. For
the Negro leaders the reality is that re-
Jection of gradualism as a philosophical
concept does not alter its validity as a
fact of life. Their practical problem is
to evolve a strategy which recognizes that
while a right may be defined by a court
of law, it will not be secure until each
individual has earned it.

It is true, of course, that neither lead-
ership has complete freedom of action;
emotional waves beat against both and I
am not sure which now sustains the great-

lies like a pall over white and
black alike, and a Negro crusader is no
more likely to arouse a popular response
than a white man making an appeal to
reason. Yet, even while a Mississippl jury
was reducing the Till case to a travesty
fand thereby raising it to the historical
s of John Brown's raid on Harper's
Ferry) a hundred and fifty miles away
at Little Rock the local school board was
quietly going ahead with a plan for grad-
ual integration that in a direct test at
the polls had encountered only minority
opposition — and certainly would have suc-
ceeded with no more dislocations than
those encountered in Nashville and Char-
lotte had not Governor Faubus tossed his
political monkey wrench into the works at
the last moment

There is not, I am afraid, much com-
fort in the shape of the future for the
crusaders on either side, or much prospect
of soon ending the old wearing debate.
There is, however, reason to hope that
the stiff necks will bend before the hard
heads are knocked together,

xt Sunday — To the manner born.

OPPONENTS WARN AGAINST DROPPING GUARD

Natural Gas Bill Down But Not Out

With natural gas coming to
the St. Petersburg area in the |bill
near future, Times readers will
want to read this article on
the natural gas bill which prom-

zation's campaign against the gas|

T.he gas bill was called *'dead-
er than slavery” after the Wash-
ington Post described a Texas oil

Association

u-l of the Independent Petroleum
representing about | somebod;
10,000 oil and gas producers, says|
“the bill isn't dead and there is
no reason it should be." He says|federal control starts only after

of the zrmmd and then sell it to
y else

Proponents of the Rizley bill
and its successors say mo, that

ises to affect prices of gas
throughout the nation.

By Congressional Quarterly

WASHINGTON — The natural
gas bill is down but not out in
the eyes of lobbyists on both
sides of it

Mayor Richardson Dilworth of
Philadelphia says as much em-
phatically in a letter to the 70
mayors who banded together to
fight the bill. “We must not let
down our guard,” he warns them
in the letter, because oil compan-
jes “are more determined than
ever’” to get the bill through in
1858,

John J, Gunther, director of
the Gas Consumers Information
Service, takes the same view.

“The recu uperative pnur: of this

bill are am: inther says,
“so we will keep m\ fizhting
atainst it." Iis organization is

financed primarily by

AFL-CIO|the natural gas bill in

industry dinner Feb, 10 in Hous-
ton for House Minority Leader,
Joseph W. Martin Jr. (R-Mass).
The dinner was a $100 - a - plate
alfair to honor Martin and to
build up a war chest to elect
Representatives and Senators in
favor of the gas bill.

The dinner publicity caused
acute indigestion all around. The
Republican National Committee
said they wanted no part of the
money rai

Martin and House Speaker Sam
Rayburn (D-Tex) sadly acknowl-|
edged that the dinner made the
gas bill unpalatable on Capitol
Hill and oil industry spokesmen|
admitted privately that only Pres-
ident Eisenhower through a
strong statement for the bill could
take away the bad taste the din-
ner left in the public’s mouth.

NO GIVING UP
Even so, groups wr

vashing

the association will keep pressing
for its passage in 1958,

Claude C. Wild Jr, attorney
for the Mid-Continent Oil and Gas
Association representing about
8,500 oil and gas producers, feels
the same way. He says the asso-
ciation will keep up its fight for
the legislation because “‘the bill
was a good bill yesterday, today
and tomorrow."

The pledges by both sides not
to rest on their oars sends the
gas bill into its 12th year of con-
troversy. The fight started Feb.
24, 147, when Rep. Ross Rizley
(R-Okla) introduced a bill to
exempt natural gas producers
from federal public utility regula-
tion, :

QUESTION REMAINS
The question then and now
was: Did Congress intend in writ-

ing forling the 1938 Natural Gas Act to

provide federal control of the in

trade unions. Gunther says there|lon say they will not give up. dependent natural gas producers

is no plan to reduce the or

ganl-| Russell B, Brown, general coun-

— the ones who take the gas out

the gas gets into pipes for trans-
port across state lines.

_ But opponents of exemption leg-
islation say federal regulation of
independent producers is both le-
gal and necessary, Without fed-
eral control, they contend oil com-
panies would gouge natural gas
consumers.

PAIR OF VETOES

Since 1947, bills to exempt nat-
ural gas producers from federal
regulation have passed the House
four times and the Senate twice.
President Truman vetoed a gas
bill in 1950 after it had cleared
both chambers, and Presidcnt E"
senhower vetogd one in 1936. Tru
man was against the tnmpuon.
while Eisenhower was for it, but
vetoed the bill because of “‘ar-
rogant"" lobbying for it by ofl in-
terests

The decks were cleared for con-
gressional  action in 1958
with both pmpom nts and oppon-
ents predicting passage of the
gas bill. Then came the Texas
dinner.




