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The Legacy Of Judge John J. Parker

'\!H\ JOHNSTON PARKER'S legacy

. was a vision of faith in the full

promise of Am onsequently
wealthy

In fair weather and foul. he lived his
aith with remarkable fidelity

He was the rock in the storm. the Gi
braltar of principle, Though highly sen
sitive, he maintained his intellectual and
emotional rectitude with unruffied ser

enity. And vet he would labor with a
heroic perserverance for convictions
which formed the basis for whal can
only be described as a classical philo
sovhy of democracy

It is impossible to treal him as a

fizure. although all the elemente
ent. It that

tragedy are pi is said

a ons were cru thwarted
his greatest judicial deci was
versed. that his career was sabotaged by
fools. But to maintain that Judge Parker

was victimized or even to a considerable
extent affected by these circumstances
i€ to underestimate the man. He rose
above them. He triumphed over the shal-
lowness of lesser men. He remained
serene and aloof from all matters un
measured by his own sensible devices
pure motives and reliable intuitions

F there was & cenfral idea that dom-

Inated Judge Parker's life it was his
dedication to justice in its purest and
most elementary form. It became the
leitmotif of his existence. the imperative
and consoling force thal coverned his
actions both on and off the bench. It
set in motion- all of the forces of instruc
tion and imagination that produced his
vision' of a perfectible socielv—the 3
sertion of truth. the unveiling of |Hu
the dissiation of hale
liberal by some. a

But he defied

sion
He was called a
conservative by others
the labelers
“The

true liberal and the frue con-
servative,” he told a Newsman who came
to call in 1955, “have a great deal in
common. The true conservative wants fo

conserve principles, He knows they can
he preserved only through chanee. The
true liberal strives for the ideal. Neither

of them have anything to do with the
‘conservative’ who wants to cling to the
nast or the ‘liberal’ who wanls to change
just for the sa k' n’ (ha""?

WUDGE PARKER drew from both phil-
) osovhies fo express his passionate
beliaf in the promise of America

“There is much loose talk abou!

ocracy.” he said some fime aco. “hut
we must never forget that democracy is
more than a form of government

a philosophy of life. & philosophy hased
upon the worth and importance of th

individual, 2 philosophy which believes
that institutions exist for men and not
men for institutions, and that the hun
piness of the poor and the humble is
of as much importance as the happiness
of the great and the proud Our country
came Into existence proclaiming this
philosophy as her confession of faith
We hold these truths to be self-evident®
says our Declaration of Independence
‘that all men are created equal. that
they are endowed by their creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life and liberty and the pur
suit of happiness. and that to secure
these rights governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed’' And
the grealness of America cons in the
fact that she has lived up lo this phil
osophy. She is great. not because of the

strength of her arm her navy. not
because of the wealth of ficld or forest
e or fa nol hecause of
splendor of her cilies or the learning of
colleges and universities, but  be-

her
« hearts she be
of the individual soul
door of opportunity for
of race or color
other circumstances

Pollyanna of
| the contin:

ieves

se in her heart

open
every man irresp
or 1

But .
complacenc
uing challe

He
e of progress. He respond

recognize

ed belliger to all of the hosts of
darkness that threatened the freedom
of the individual. In so doing, he cut
through all of the pio hodoxies and
milksop cant to the ¢ uths of his
time

embodied
tution. no
such tenacity

the pr
ed States Cons
fought with

ples

grace

1t is easy enough fo believe in free-
dom of religion for Episcopalians or Bap-
lists or Presbyterians” he once sad

Judge Parker

“The te whe!
freedom for Me
or athiests. It
in free sneech for

or Huddh sts

Republicans md Dem

'MU( The rub comes when it is
»d 1o Communists and Faseists and
wl {2aching hostil;

& those which

e plaged uvon il ar
forbid slander, ahse nt
fo erime. As said by Ve
nothing to fear from fhe demoraliziny
< of it others are left

to deme 1l errors  and

Allv when the Taw stands ready to

the first criminal act produced

versitade 1} 05
fies means and 1 «
fundamental princiol Al
lowed in the infere
lie good. The answer hat we shall
have fought the battle again
mies of freedom in vain i
destroy freedom f

We have never known another man
who was more just, nor one of sin

I and powerful prin )W

gentle

Charlotte’s Burldlngs Upward & Outward
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—A BRITISH VIEW OF OUR WESTERNS—
How Hollywood Made The West Safe For Democracy

where civilization has done What

By ANTHONY HARTLEY

makes th

sophisticating work. Whisk s ¢

Editors' Note: Don'( look now a poor drink compared with ¢ t is the rela
hut the Western has become an mented mare's milk, and | do not tic i between the
“art form” in the eves of a suppose that the fundamentul liw  Western and its audience. Here
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with pistols. which look far Bad Brother Shoots Bad She 4
True still Bedouin nan a Mongol iff"; or “Lone Star Wipes Out P
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tw i What lke Wants

Dulles Said No s i< lod A

dia a case in point. This
bus already ravaged the whole
ter y of 1the Western and,

if it were allowed to proliferate,
would end by destroying the
very basis of the “cowboy ver
sus Indian” relationship.

The importance of conventions
is that they help the audience to
A minor Western
Bad Lands of Da
which contained (he usual

e United

n
1 had the gen
ess his troops in
“Well, bays, let

feat Sifting Bull and
Weats safe for

make 1 demo:
racy.” Good stuff this, but 1 do
not” suppose that the directo

would have got away with it

the audience had not been intent
on the scalping and fates worse
than death JUE\ escaped by the
very plain bunch of pioneers’
wives. As it was, it gave pleasure.
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