TuoMAS L

ROBINSON ..

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

President and Publisher

Bropte S. GrirFrra 5 eneral Manager
Rosert H. Lamrex ... -....Advertising Director
Ceci. PrINCE Editor
PErry MORGAN —nn-ew- Associate Editor
R. L. Youxnc Jn . -~ Managing Editor

THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 1958

End Mecklenburg’s Duplex Bureaucracy

‘ HY should Charlotte and Mecklen-
. burg County maintain separate tax
offices when a single, combined opera-
tion would be more efficient, more eco-
nomical, more convenient?

Why should there be two complete
governmental structures at all in an 2
where one would do quite nicely”

Must taxpayers support into eternity
two political Toviathans with duplicate fa
cilities and two public servants for every
public function”

jcracy really neces
nterrelated metropoli

'bese are questions City Councilmen
and County Commissioners should answer
y for the mutual benefit of their own
public consciences and a tax-laden citi-

Possibly they will be considered impo-
lite—even impertinent—inquiries into
political institutions traditonally left un-
disturbed. Perhaps these are sacred pre-
serves, guarded by custom and the quaint
conviction that the structure of govern:
ment in Mecklenburg is inviolable

This is nonsense, of course. Govern-
nt in Mecklenburg has become so big
complicated and costly that it demands

constant  scrutiny—and constant atte:
tion to the possibility of improvement

Flexibility is the saving grace of our
system. It is the power to improvise,
to alter government in an orderly man-
ner fo make it serve the chan needs
of the people.

It is time that more Mecklenburgers
gave their government a few hard stares,
however uncomfortable they may be to
the occupants of the padded leather
chairs on East Trade Street. The Cham-
ber of Commerce has set a useful exam
ple. Others should follow

Consolidation of the tax depurtments
of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County is
possible now without undue sfress or
strain. It can even be accomplished
without stepping on any political toes or
thwarting any runaway ambitions.

Furthermore, action to merge these
operations would no doubt speed the day
when the entire government of Charlotte
and Mecklenburg County can be consoli-
dated. This should be the ultimate goal

when individual political interests can
be subordinafed to the common welfare
through the vitality and flexibility of a
metropolitan government

Keep Runaway Bombs On Their Leashes

HE Pentagon, quoting two billion-to-
one odds against accidental nuclear
explosions, found some statistical com-
fort in the fact that there was none fol-
Jowing the A-bomb drop near Florence,
S. C.
There's room for all kinds of comfort
and thanksgiving in the fact. But more
1o the point is this question: What are
the od ainst accidental dropping of
bombs of any sort”

These must be con: ably shorter
odds since this was the second nuclear
device to get ay from th keepers
within recent weeks. The TNT that did
explode near Florence injured six peo
ple. Had fortune been less Kind. it could
have killed them and many more he
sides.

In other words
its cargoes in its planes
be hauling rocks, blockbusters
hombs.

Doubtless much can be learned {rom
{he incident to prevent recurrence. And
in fairness, it must be said that a great
deal already has been learned and put

let the military keep
whether they
or A-

to use. The fact that atomic weapons
are carried often in planes, ships and
trucks during maneuvers and practice
alerts reflects the wealth of information
gained from hothersome tests the Atomic
Energy Commission is forever holding
in Nevada and the Pacific.  And these
maneuvers and alerts must be held if de-
fense forces are to remain on their toes

as they must
There will be no hysteria in these
parts as a result of the accident Caro

linians have enough confidence in the
military and enough knowledge of the
necessities  of security fo prevent that
And perhaps the general calm that fol-
lowed the incident will serve to shame
some of the British fire-eaters who feel
affronted by U S defense of their terri
tory with planes carrying*A-bombs

But if Americans do not get hysteri
cal about such accidents, they do ex-
pect the military to get excited about
them—and to prevent them. The Penta-
gon, we frust. has already addressed it-
self to that task

‘People In Trouble’: Charlotte’s Shame

URIED with the Youth Bureau sta-
tistics showing that juvenile crime

in Charlotte jumped nearly 10 per cent
in 1957 was & warmly humane observa-
tion

“The statistics in this analysis are not
cold figures,” said the report, “They are
vivid symbols of people in trouble
People in trouble

It the community would respond fo
this aspect—the human aspect—of the
problem of juvenile delinquency rather
ihan beating the bushes for a scapegoat
or demanding harsh “justice” for piti-
fully disturbed children the statistics
might be happier

The statistical increase is not alarming
—most of the offenses are minor—but
it nevertheless dramatizes a continuing
human tragedy

What concerns us is that most of the
recent attempts to find solutions or cures
have seemingly degenerated into finger
pointing exercises. [t is somewhat as Dr
Marjorie Rittwagen, staff piw\\‘min.v'(nr
the Children's Division of New York
City's Domestic Relations Court, wrote
recently:

“For every unsolved problem there is
a scapegoat. Never is this more a
for a complicated problem where
gle answer is demanded. With a
goat life becomes easier No lon
necessary to work on the hasic

causes

From The Washington Post
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And if you are discussing the causes of
juvenile delinquency, blame the parents!
One cause. therefore. one solution. Fine
the parents, beat them, jail them, lec-
ture al them, legislate against them!™

Parents do wield great influence in
determining how children will turn out
But the difficulty is not always so sim-
vle. As Leo Tolstoy said, “Happy fam-
ilies are all alike: every unhappy fam-
ily is unhappy in its own wav " Family
life must be strengthened if juyvenile de-
linquency is to be treated effectively. Ruf

there are other sources or irritation
which must also be treated—the commu
nity in which f es | fhe
schools the children attend and the moral
and religionts climate of the era jiself
The nroblem reat and its solution
in Charlotte and in the nation—will
require great understanding and much
help. It easy 1o shrug and say the
parents have lef our erring vouth down
It has not only been the parents but the

politicians and fhe s
churchmen  and the
reporters and al

and

educators
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Truth About Sherman Adams Is Wrapped In A Legend

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
QUESTION being asked more
AA and more often these days
is. “Who is this Sherman Adams
anyway?
it is u reflection of the way in
which President Eisenbower's im-
mediate staff is being held ac-
countable for what is done — or
not done — by the President

While the Pre:
as yel a sire
Hagerty, the press sec
and others are tie ebject
of a growing Barrage of eriticism.

The answer to the question is
simple enough if one takes Adam's
modest record from “Wha's Who
in America.” He was woods boss
for a lumber company in his home

T8 fuTurs

*No, Name's Sherman Adams and | Just Work Here'

End Of A Byline: The Alsop Brothers Will Go It Alone

By JOSEPH and STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
E end of this month, the
above joint by-line

the
of a long and happy, brother
parinership, will cease to ap-
pear in its accustomed place. For
various lighly prac
t has become desirabl

the functions of newspaper

ing and magazine writing wi
ot partnership has lways com
hine

(Editors' Note: Joseph  Alsop
will continue the column. Stewart
Alsop will join (e staff of the
Saturday Evening Post as con
tributing editor on national al
fairs.)

We formed our partnership wi
we had put our war
uniforms in mothhalls, in the fi
peacetime months of (he first
Truman administration. 1f you

want a measure of how incredihly
long ago that was, there is the
odd fact that we ran into our first
trouble as columnists because of
insufficient faith in the high and
noble purposes of fhe Soviet Un-
i0

crisis
and in
ab for Persia,
ine of the ex

Azerliaijanian

horizon,

tionally

nt Soviel experis
that the government had in those
da of their in exile
now; another has been driven

the public service; and we
now seem to rely on the Secre
tary of State's direct wire to the

Almighty for the functions the ex
perts used to perform. But that 1s
another subject.! Having followed
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the line of our expert friends, we
were nced as hard-nosed
maliciously anti-Soviet pessimists
by an impeccably Republican pub
lisher of great importance to us
who later indulged in more than a
little & Sen. Joseph
R. McCarth

Greek

like

being a

chorus. You report, you analyze
vou comment and you describe
the parts of the drama that do not
take place on the open stage.
Since ir s a principal ingredi-
ent of the political drama, any

one who spends much time in the
chorus is bound to remember a
. [ des, like

indignant’ pub-

BORING PEOPL

The business itself has its own
ironies. You find vou bore people
until their teeth hurt when you
@ most right, as we did with
our angry reports on the Truman-
Tohnson disarmament program be-
fore Korean war, and with
reports on the Eisen-
mament program that
only a little modified by
tnik. You also find
yau bave ty drive your

the

that

ery often end by be

an wryly funny
as when o s rather queasily
decided to go in with the first
wave at the Inchon landing, and
a deposited

re sometimes
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choose for themselve: The
adults are taking from them
their ‘most precious right—the
right to make up their own
mind. Shades  of darknes

Who could be more guilty of
his than the conseriptionists

torced to go
do not want to

in an army Why not have a
voluntary force—no connection
with the army — of those who
would love to help the poor, the
needy. the sick. the aged, not
conscripting anybody? A new
thing in the earth! Well, more

worthy of trying than some other
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wanl  piecemeal

legislation which

would It will be interesting to

concessions of

f New Hampshire, He went
into politics in a small way, was
elected 1o the legislature and
served one term in Congress. De-
feated once for governor, he won
on a second try, When Mr. Ei
hower became President in 1953,
became assislant to the
nt

REMARKABLE LEGEND

The bare hones of this record
seem unrelated to the remarkable
lesiend growing up around the man
who sits at the President’s right
hand. In that legend the spare,
taciturn  New Englander is 10
times life size a cross between
Rasputin and Svengall.

All the cliches — the power be-
lund the throne, the gray eminence
—are applied to his role in the
White House. When leiters came
to light recently from Adams to
Murray Chotiner, Vice President
Richard M. Nixon's campaign
manager in 1952, relative to a
case hefore the Civil Aeronautics
Board, this seemed to prove every-
thing that had been said about
the quiet engineer at the switch-
board in the White House. The
House investigation would show
that he ran the independent agen-
cies — the CAB, the Federal Com-
munications Commission, the Fed-
eral Power Commission

TRUTH'S EVASIVE

The truth, lying somewhere be.
tween the facts and the legend,- is
difficult to appraise, The reason
for the public inflation of Adams'

post as “assistant to the Presi.
dent” can be found, in the view
of this observer, in two develop-
fents

First e fact of the Pres
dent’s increasin hdrawal over
the past three years from the re.
sponsibilities of his office, When
be agreed to run for a second

most popular when what you are
writing is or mos!
emp
The ironies of the business un
ine the cardinal rule that u
feet are a
important than his head
is another rule, as w
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‘The American lead " was a fact
beyond imaginable questioning
when we two went to work lo

erm, he said that be would, be
use of his illness, lead a more
restricted life, with periods of rest
and recreation. Before that he had
shown an indifference, il not an
antagonism, foward the political
aspects of his job.

Consequently a large share of
the political duties of the Presl-
dency have fallen on Adams, In
e predomi-

Styles Bridges, to help Mr. Eisen-
hower gel the nomination, and he
liad a leading place in the Eisen-
hower campaign.

Adams has passed on virtually
all domestic appointments. He will
not discuss the degree of his re-

sponsibi! but there are those
who insist that he makes the de-
cisions subject to the President's
approving  signature. This has
meant a wide latitude of opera-
tion in the far-flung bureaucracy
of the federal government.

CYNICAL SMILES

Bumbles In staff work seeming
to expose Adams’ hand have
drawn cynical smiles from politi-
cal Washington. Recently when
Hagerty annqunced the appoint
ment of Gordon M. Tiffany, a for.
mer attorney general of New
Hampshire, to be staff director of
the Commission on Civil Rights.
Hagerty said in response to ques.
tions that he had not been select
ed by Adams, At the same time in
Concord, Tiffany was saying th;
Adams had asked him fo take t
post

The second reason Adams find:
himsel( being shot at in an ex
posed position outside the political
trenches lies in the growing com
plexity of the impossible office of
the Presidency. There has heen a
lot of talk in the Eisenhower ad
ministration about revising and
engthening the office. Bul this

gether. The question was, rather
whether this great technical and
economic lead would be trans-
formed into American leadership
in freedom’s bitter struggle to sur
vive in a divided world. Every
American political tradition was
against the transformation. The
wisest and most experienced
Americans regarded the transfor
nation as utterly impossible—for
instance, one of us can vividly re.
nember that very experienced
man, James P, Byrnes, inveighing
against the first proposers of |

Mar

<hall Plan as featherwitt
visionaries who did not “know Can.
gress

Yet this great transformation gl
American lead into American lead-
ership nonetheless took place; and

HARRY HOPKINS
He Might Sympathize

has never been done and, there-
Adams’ position as, in el
deputy president is extra le-

fect

That makes him vulnerable; just
as it made Harry Hopkins, who
performed somewhat the same of-
tice for Franklin D. Roosevelt dur.
ing the war. He was a favorite
of attack of those who did
not want to hit the President di
rectly

One thing Adams readily ad-
mits. Looking drawn and haggard
at the end of a 12-hour day. he
concedes that it 4 a murdero
ob, Just now he has gone z
for a fow days of skiiing in
Hampshire. But he will be back
the old stand since, given the sit
tion of the President and the
of the office itself, there
ute for the deputy who
the store when the boss is

away

there followed
troubled, certs
Maybe it
effort of peacetiy
caused the sub:

years
nly
was th

that were
but heroic too,
unaceustoms
o Tieroism that
quent. welling-up
il suspicion and

At any rate, the p
neutralized now Fut the “Amers
can lead” has been lost too, and
the future seems more doubtful
today than one could have thought
emotely possible 1

ago. Maybe. indeed, o
tion of the chorus is

ma:
e regret the separation
But the separation has be

i, and this retrospect has g
on long enough.

‘Yeah, Let's Try Therapy First—I'm Squeamish
About Red Ink, Too
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Senate Warned Off Piecemeal Tax Cuts
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