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CREATE A CLIMATE OF CONFIDENCE

Only True Understanding
Can Dissolve Iron Curtain

By HENRIETTA AND NELSON POYNTER

In the nuclear age “there is no alternative to peace
Continuously since World War II President Eisenhower many times has reiter-
ated this doctrine. He and the other top military leaders recognized that a durable
peace cannot be achieved by military means. Understanding between peoples thus
becomes the key to co-existence and world comity.
Americans know their govern-
o

ment never would fire the first
shot 10 precipitate global nuclear
devastation. Bul the Russian peo-
ple don't know this. Daily, on the
radar screens of their military,
they see American bombers on
the periphery of their homeland.

Understanding between the peo-
ple of the two most powerful na-
tions will not come from one or
many summit meetings. The
Tron Curtain will dissolve by the
tedious, less spectacular efforts
of many individuals and groups.

A series of reports — including
a most fruitful one of a Southern
Sengtor — show that ideas can
penetrate into the Soviet Union,
and that American leaders are
willing to listen and hope that
We can concentrate on economic
and scientific and social competi

might be engineers through great
technical plants.

As in Britain, the children are
given aptitude tests and if they
are capable they are sent to col-
lege and prepared for professions.
If they cannot make the grade,
they are assigned to trade and
agricultural schools, to train
them for jobs they are fitted for.
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Education, Prestige

Moreover the leachers are not
only good, bul highly paid. Edu-
cation is a respected profession
with recognition and perquisites,
In fact, the Senator says, recog
nition and praise are part of the
Soviet system; the people are
constantly being told on the ra-
dio. in movies and in the papers

RED PEACE PO
viet civilian ‘marchers carrying a big ba

Public Discussion
Of Foreign Policy
Lively And Vital

By GEORGE GARROTT
(Foreign News Editor)

A suggestion that Russian stu-
dents be invited to visit St. Pe-
tersburg was made last week
dunng a foreign policy forum at

he annual Peace Institute of the
lmled Churches of Greater St.
Petersburg

A visit of Russian studenis or
other experis to St. Petersburg
under the expanded cultural ex-
change program recently signed in
Washington, would be particular-
ly apt. One of the earliest visitors
to what is now St. Petersburg
was a Russian engineer, Peter A,
Demens, who built the first rail-
road down the Pinellas peninsula.

A village grew at the terminus
of Demens’ Orange Belt Railway.
In 1887 he named it St. Peters-
burg in honor of the then cap-
ital of imperial Russia. After the
Communists took over Russia in

AP Wirephoto)
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ner with “*peace and friendship”
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The Book The South Is Talking About

“An Epitaph For Dixie’

--The Peculiar Institutions

BY HARRY ASHMORE Because of the sentiment and persona time. Miss Betty spoke her lines as her  tories slide by a frain window in the
circumstances of those who have lived mother would have done: I made the  smoky valleys of the Piedmont, that he
CHAPTER 1 there, the ofd house has defied the fligh ABOUT THE BOOX AND AUTHOR gestures my father would have made was not following the course of the Com-
) io (miibirbia® i hes diting ofi; | frased . = . Aleck responded out of a memory that  mecticut River? Who might not confuse
a Sa 5 I habby, echoing with lost voices. but in Because Harry S. Ashmuore i d hear r. Ashmore was born and spanned three generations. But only the N
On a Saturday alternoon not long ago ing - h panned three g { Ste E . <
I sat in one of my favorite tac stop by when | can. fearing that ly knoun as executive editor of the bred outline was correct; the set pie (See EPITAPH, Page 4-D)
house 1 the next time [ pass that way fate ma Arkansas Gazelle, Yet the “mystique”. the without substance.
enira have n it )t is a house destined all sted end. of which be writes both nos- Miss Betty's horizons were not bounded
g gentleman's club, a boardin P tal gically in'ironic by the polite lessons of a y
cése ik hovse. or a mortuary, if it is not razed oy Dixie™. the f

used bal supermarkel

.I/V/H ars

srida impor

she had ea!
followed a

A young

rm afterncon, with dist hears s Oxiord, and gone on to heip sor
sl throtigh Lyl Rl 05, G 8 Lk ruins of German civilization at Nurem.
sat in @ sagging wicker e, sendy embraced by For nis warm, still day was
hrough arched door ranis 1wbo mever evem of an orderly progressicn of Satur-
eal hall where (he mistress The Old Soutk A w, tet alone losing (At WL e Ui’ Bld hoviss) atind:
stood in conversation with Ashbmore bas u 0Qu v ing after she had taken her place among
ard boy. It was a set scene reavon., an e she was there, the last repre-
With! the ision of ballet, Aleck. & Suncoast of Fi at 1n many of our readers o of a scattered fa preparing
straight black man wi e clouded eyes rtherners who  this work will bring new and signifi- to a tradition, And the govern-
of great age L a settle majorily of et undertanding of some aspects " Miss Betty, would take care
it for his week’s work was some Only afew parts  of the Southern tradition and p of Aleck in his last days; she had ful-
cash involved in the transaction, based badly'he 2be ent, bebatior b are weystifyin filled her obligation by helping him quali-
n shaky calcilations on botb sides. and il el ok Tt o g ) il el Lt fy for his social security benefits
] t deal of barter. Ultimately money g o e % L2 Gl g x Mbiss ty I and 1 think Aleck
changed Nands, ‘and & package of, (oot ity teere o part o) (B ot o HINg one chapier each too, were conscious of the anachronism
But wol demanded something more plantation-dielling South in whose Sunday The Editars. The age that had created the old house
and I, the only man in the house at | nd susiained it had ended. It would sur-
moment, was brought on stage and intro- vive for a while in the small towns of
duced to Aleck. We bowed slightly. Nl pm getting down in the back, but Miss  work presence rounded out the ihe South and the rural places. in the
louching hands, following the chore- @ " LT ke care of me e el uld have ©bbing memories of cid men, in a certain
ograph; piplliedmdiog. ble and Softness of voice and gentleness of miag
“Miss Betty." he said. “Is a wonder- Aleck ary drink O e cilies that ‘:l\x:\\lgn‘:\li:‘;o‘u\ni?:l
ful lady. 1 come up here from the We retired leck on s - B PS region its character
country more than forty years ago t0  and me 4 day 'mssible deviation t not a  de-
work for Miss Betty's folks. before she afterncon | po rabie Whe could be certain today, if he
was even born. The old Judge, he al-  whisky. 1 poured were dropped suddenly at Five Points in
ways looked afier oid Aleck, and Miss  n the special glass A Scene Beyond Time Atlanta, that he was not in Minneapolis?
Betty she's looking atter old Aleck mow.  apart from (he oth The scene, like the house, was bevond HARRY ASHMORE

Who could be sure, walching the fae-
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'Safety First' Is Way
Of Life At Canaveral

CAPE CANAVERAL, % — Dan.
ger lurks at this sandy knob on
the Florida East Coast where the
nation's long range missiles are
tosted

A particular peril stems from
the fuels_oxidizers and monopro-
pellants stored, handied and used
at the Air Force Missile Test

tain you push down a ring with
forehead and streams of
water spray into your eyes.

IN CASE OF FIRE
hould fire break out, Cape
Canaveral’s fire department, op-
erated by Pan Americdn, would
have 1o make a choice of extin-
Euishers.

Water is fine for some fires,
but on burning chlorine trifluor-
ide or fluorine it would be dis-
astrous. For {lammable liquids,
electrical fires or general pur-
poses_ carbon dioxide is the pre-
ferred agent

If it's a rubbish fire, the crews
use soda and acid. For flamma-
ble liquids, depending upon the
type, they would use foam, car-

on tetrachloride, dry chemical
or bromochlorometbane (CB ¥
gas), L

Because the danger is great
and constant, safety measures
are elabarate. A dlsaster team
trains continuously in the use uf
rescue equipment and first aid
techniques.

ape Fire Department has
on hand no less than seven types
of fire extinguishers — different
extinguishers for radically differ-
ent types of fires,

HOW TO HANDLE
Pan American insists that all

‘SAFETY FIRST' MORE THAN A MOTTO
« . A workman whoe has been handling hydrogen

peroxide rocket propellant washes off contaminat-

ng material under a safety shower at Cape Canav-
eral missile test center.

ROFER POLL

Legal Death
Senfences
Not Favored

WASHINGTON DIARY

Norman Gelman, a Times re-
porter, is on leave of absence
lor -lu months while he serves
intern, He
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Congressmen Make Allowances
For Colleagues' Sacred Cows

strategy Harry Truman used
pin back Tom Dewey's eurs

o
in

altiss of individual Congressmen,
Al first, blush, this may. seom

y 1948,
ox, Yel It 1s "
like & paradox. Vel R inen| He recalled How Trumun

is 'rlﬂu @ series of articles
in which he explains how Con-
gress works. Today's article
tells how and why Congressmen
get along with each other.

By NORMAN L GELMAN

WASHINGTON — Political bit-
terness is a relatively rare com-|

Despite the fact that our world
has e all too familiar with
mass slaughter in war. death of
a specific individual by legal ex-
ecution still bothers the con-
sclence of man, Some countris
have abolished capital punish-
ment, and some states in our
country have done so. While the
death sentence still has a good
deal of support, the weight of
American  public  opinion is
against execution as a punish-|pe,
ment for even the most serious
crimes, Here & the way a re-
cnnl nnlnmwme cross section split
thi

gressman is that
“there isn't a

Cl'nuln slalu have abolished

personnel learn the properties of
the various propellants used to
shoot msisiles, and how to han.

AND HOW TO STAY SANE

die them. Workers must know
how to act around containers in
which helium, nitrogen and air
sre kept under very high pres-

sure — up lo 6,000 pounds al By ROBERT J. DONOVAN | place a heavy burden on women, [regulated diet. Don’t indulge in| Por death sentence 42% |past week from a prominent

square inch, (New York Merald Tribune News Serviee) | whother the problem is steering|overly rich desserts and stay| Against death sentence ... 30 |Southern Democrat, one of the
The greatest hazard of all, the| WASHINGTON — President Ei| children away from trouble —away from hard fats. e B |key figures in last year's civil

peak of lension, is present at the|senhower's personal physician, | ‘A good mother is the cardinal| 4. RELAX and rest now and| Opposition to the death penal-rights fight,

fueling of the missile just before|Maj, Gen, Howard McCrum | factor” — or keeping a husband|then during the day — throw off |ty is strongest among the lower| He made it after someone

launching time. Snyder, who was 77 Friday had | strained by business responsibil-{your troubles for awhile economic groups. Fifty.three per

As extra precautions at these{some words of advice for those

5. GET A GOOD night's sleep. [cent at the Jowest economic lev-|grieved when civil rights parti-
times, an ambulance, nurses and|who would live so long any so|breakdowsn 6. SMOKING and drinking in|els oppose it, while its oppen-|sans whipped him in a crucial
first aid attendants are kept on|sanely. “Pleasamt  home surroundings| moderation are not prejudicial to|ents among the higher economic|committee vote. (The vote, in ef-
hand. “Be damned philosophicall” | are necessary to relieve te stress|health, but use self-control, Don't |levels are only 42 per cent. The|fect, repudiated his leadership

Workers have special protec-|was the essential admonition he [and strain,” General Snyder|over-indulg charge has been made that it is|of the committee.)
tive clothing, which includes out.|imparted at an interview in his | sai he wife has a lot to do| 7 EXERCISE — again in mod- [the peor and friendless who most D 318 BEST
er body coverings, foot and face| pleasantly fur- with keeping her husband from |a.ation. often pay the ultimate penalty.| :“;‘f ed“ AR
shields, gloves, boots, shoes, and|nished office in growing neurotic, 8. PEOPLE, especially as they A feeling that the better off have de ‘YT;:C & d‘&-’volb; 1 tried
even under garments where re-[the W hit e “If she brings all her nagging| - i ok op|@ better chance at justice may|S3id. ISE MBI He e
quired. House. problems (o the fore when he|EfO% older, should keep track of | jetie the attitudes of the Jow-(my best to tangle up their legs
General comes home exnausled mentally, |€ir cholesterol count. Choles-) ., “on oma groups, This sense of|Wherever I could, but they had

PROTECTIVE HOOD

erol is a fatly substance whose

der's rules for if not physically, this exagger-| ool ~
A hood covering the head and| mental ales the differences beiween a|lreseace in the blood stream in
ors scessary 0en o |large amounts has been linked to
shoulders, is necessary in han-| physical man and his wife and aggravates | irE SEUTES B8 Bch BRACC 10
diing many propellants. Against| in " this neurotic his troubles. He needs peace and | AT9eNiNE Of the arieries anc

vapors of fuming nitric acid, for

b age began with
example, no gas mask provides

thoe precept:

ities

quiet when he comes home,
needs someone understanding to

Ike's Doctor Tells How To Live To 77

s from going into a nervous| g

and

heart attack, If the count is high,
take the precaution of shunning
it

member of the
House for Sen-
ate) of either
party that I'm GELMAN

not on good terms with person-
ally — in spite of our palicy dis-
agreements.
1 heard this boast again this

the death sentence. Do you think:
people who have been convicted
of the worst crimes, like murder,
should be executed, or do you
think the heaviest penalty given
anyone should be life imprison-
ment?

ent

asked if he felt personally ag:

the votes. 1 always admire a
fella who beats me at my own
game, 1 just try not to let it
happen again.”

The elaborate politeness of Con-
the mutual

unequal justice may also influ-
ence the thinking of Negroes, 78
per cent of whom are opposed to
capital punishment,

Once relied on as a dike against

sse differences|voked a special session af "t
:.‘;u. tﬂ;‘g“:umm::‘mumnml con-|terrible 0th Congress™ follow
e party conventions and
A ew York City Congressman|munded that —the  Republicans
m:y tnv!;lmr acial segregation. |do something about prices
But he is aware that 1o one van|the GOP had promised 1o du i
be elected to Congress from Mis|its newly-written platiorm.

sissipgi unless he believes In| The special session sat on ¢
segregation or at leasl says hié| hands as Truman knew it would
believes in it We all remember, of cours:

every Congressinan 1s
He has
the

Nearly
inclined to allow for this ;
his sacred cows, He knows to hand it to Harry
other guy has them, too the GOP leader said. “He rv

Furthermore, the issues aren’t|ly caught us looking at a mM
likely to be as personal as they strike. | wish he'd been pitc
would be in City Hall or on atlan our side.”
college campus. On Capitol Hill,
the faces behind the issues are

how Truman hung this albupros.
around Dewe

With Fingers —Cmsed

None of the Congress L .
DIurEed e in the miab that e WASHINGTON, (HTNS: — 1
sieged Central Migh in Little|litical abservers note that a sk
Hock and luck combination has kpi

‘ ihe White House out of big fab
COMPROMISE VITAL disputes during the E
Then, too, there is the simpleladministration — but

might prove much tougher. Rea

fact that these men are \-h:z\
son. with automobile and aircratt

cians, and getting along with peo

ple is part of their profess n..l\]mn‘v.nh coming up for renegot
equipment. ion as pattern-setters for |
This has broader implications|a labor conflict could develop
than you might think. For Con-|which would drag the White
gress ilself is a political institu-|House into the maelstram — in
tion, dependent on compromise. | a Congressional election year!
nce on Hill, the in Rt
vidual Congressms w be| Rivalry In Syria
hallySa [Eopreh: el BEIRUT, (ITNS) — Don't be
[usnc “:‘;. o Cruct 1\'\\’ surprised if a behind the scen;
copLy I e ¥ ucial loje aley  between  Socialist  and
pham. Neos) st crucial 10| communist Syrian leaders break:
Him. He becomes in part a men-[Cor* L= ST e
ber of a community wh S| g

the Social
y. — a strongly natio
— is said to be

the

own intricate society,
EXACTING GAME

i progress
Finally, it is vcertainly true .
that to many members of Con ':(H‘: r"l::w"“‘wl-’.v‘
e bt for theit
game as chess. AN

as much pleasure out
the game. win or
get out of any other contest
Thus there can be gru
miration for a succes:
cal manuever without a
emotional nt
substantive

involver

crime, capital punishment has|8ressional language,
sufficient protection and & hood| “Re happy i g make his hours at home pleas-((*% (oo oo . been 'in less favor in rocent|deference born of the knowledge
must be worn. what you are SNYDER |ant,” the doctor said S PHILOSOPHICAL about |Ye2rs. In eighteenth contury Eng-|that each member has the pow-
Scattered at  strategic points|doing Drawing on his experience, 2 P o “)"] land, hanging was prescribed for|er to hurt the other aid in eas-
about the Cape are safety show:| He counseled moderation in all | General Snyder offered this ad- damned  PhUO-|or Joast 200 offenses, including|ing Capitol Hill tensions.
ers and evewash fountains, things. including drinking and|vice sophic petty th Public ' executions| The latter is fairly obvious and
The showers are outdoor|smoking, and recommended walk-| 1. BE HAPPY in wha! you are . were public spectacles, held to|so is its extension—that you can't
booths in which workers, fully|ing as exercise, except in cities |doing Church-Goer warn but often providing grim|afford to alienate anyone whose
dressed in rubberized clothing and| where, he fears, carbon monoxide| 2, OVERCOME any fendency| MEMPHIS, Tenn, (UP)—Dawn|amusement rather than public ed-{vote you might some day have
head shields, can wash off con-|gas from motor vehicles vitiates|you may have to be an ex-{Smith, aged 11 years, hasn't|ification. Ironically, such occa-|need for, i
taminating materials. the good effects. remist missed a Sunday Church Not so apparent perhaps is the

To operale an eyewash foun-

sions were field days for pick-
'

Shortly aft

I

Today's conditions he thinks, IVE ON a reasonat since she was 11 months. pocke tolerance created by differing loy fescribe E tien cottan,
.
The Book The South Is Talking About c
(11 = SN * PN l° I t s t t' :
-
n pltap or 1X1e --The Peculiar Institutions
(Continued from page 1-D These, then, were the institutionk — the lose its practical urgency over much of tions, to proscribe warm relationships be- solved: the South so far has simply re-
the broad flelds of the Misslssippl agrarian economy, the one-party political the region, tween individual whites and Negroes. lus:i to face n“ . o Stiem
g ol e 1 el o o — tha So, outwardly, lhe old tragic paties
A e e D St el St e system, and legal segregation — that gave

dotted with grazing catile,
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Signs Of The New South

with  the

These

are the signs and symbols of
the New South, coming to reluctant ma-
turity a half century after Henry Grady

med it. And as it has evolved, the
South has inevitably taken its toll of
the peculiar institutions that sustained the
Old, There are not enough Confederates
left now to muster a squad: the mule
markets have closed from Georgia
Missouri; six Southern states have
their electoral votes for a Republican presi-
dent; and the Supreme Court of the United
has struck down the legal basis
ation of the races.

These monuments do not stand alone
They mark a conunuing process, with the
miidpoint marked by Grady' t that
for the funeral of o
could provide only a minister
in the ground. When the Atlanta editor
calld for an economic re-birth the South
had  barely comple the  monu-
mental task of maki a place in its
feudal society for a mass of illiterate for-
mer slaves. Slowly, painfully, resistant to
the prodding of its zealous conguerors, the
region had created, oul of circumstance
and compromise, an order that met the
minimum requirements for survival. Now
the South’s own prophets called for re-
union but the union had changed, too,
and it no longer had a place for an
agrarian enclave nurtured on the political
and social concepts of John C. Calhoun.

Huddled behind its rampart of defen-
sive attitudes, the South managed to re-
tain its special identity longer than any

v. But the ram-
part was irrevocably breached by civil
war and industrial revolution. 1t is a fool-
less, if fascinating exercise 10 speculate
on what the New South might have been
the Old won its war, or avoided
The truth is that, despite its historic
thi it should be, the South
Has never really been let alone. We have
ached the centennial of Appo-
ady the region has been
4 ‘upon to creale a new ww.u out

an

of the ruins of its slave econos
a 1se
. The
reckon tlime, bas pro-
almost unseemly haste,

Three Southern Institutions

In the half ce after the Civil War
the peculiar institution of slavery was re-
= ur-cﬂ into three |

only 1-1

RN

5 hos

and for
4 no land and only agri-

freed men,
tural skills
ry politics

‘The monolithic structure of
the

which was lo give

region disproportionate power in natis
alfairs, was created not for that caloulat
ed purpose but as a device for disfran.
Sh the Negro. The ‘“separate but

equal” doctrine ¢
means of keep
schools and other
modalion—serving, certainly 3
race prejudice, but accepted, North
South, as a means of preserving order

the region its unique character in the twi-
light period when it struggled with its m-
ternal problems and stubbornly rejected
the concepts that prevailed i the republic
of which it was a reluctant part. Around
them were created the conventions that or-
dered the Southern society, From them
stemmed the slogans that held together a
solid bloc of Southern politicians: Lariff for
revenue only, states rights, and white su-
premacy. Yet the peculiar institutions were
under great pressure from their inception.

As an emergency measure, sharecrop-
ping served its purpose: in ifie long hnul
it proved as cconomically unsound as the
slavery which had preceded it, creating a
landless persantry which included whites
well as Negroes and provided no statile
base for the region's social and econvmic
structure. One-party politics kept the Ne-
gro away from the polls, but it did nothing
to promote eificiency in goyernment while
it did much 1o improve the fortunes of the
demagogues who arose o prey upon the
Southern people. The system of legel seg-
regation was marked by inherent injus
tices which nagged always at the Southern
conscience, and in time it became the
source of mounting discontent among those
who were segregated.

Southerners Become Mobile

These internal pressures were matched
by great forces working from without. As
the century turned, a shrinking world be-
gan to pull the South back into the main-
stream of history, An era of accelerating
progress in communications brought the
automohile, which made the most remote
farm a subiirb of the city, and spread news
papers and magazines away from the rail
lines. Voices, and then pictures, began
coming through the air, and ideas and con-
cepts reached Southerners direct, without
first passing through the filter of their own
leadership, The Southiern people, who had
been rooted to the land, became mobile.
Two wars sent the young men of the region
to far places, and created a vast indus-
trial boom which attracted tides of out-
migration toward the centers of economic

opportunity. There was a significant in-
migration, too, as industry n a coun-
termove to the South to exploit the re-

gion’s benign climate, untapped natural re-
sources, and vast labor pool.

The peculiar institutions could not es-
cape the profound impact of these physical
changes, The gasoline engine which pow
ered the automobile also made possible the
new tools of mechamzed agriculture, re-
ducing the demand for hand labor which

was the basis of the sharecropping s
tem. The steady increase of industrial job

oppartunities began to lessen the bitter ece
nomic competition between Negroes ar
whites. ‘The fabulous growth of the eities
line of the rural
expansion of thie
Iy wounded
xes znd ready to

provide the ns a respectable hase
upon which to erect a second party. The

umans followed the facte
to the political Left
reg an article of
t redistribution of pop-
ulation pulled down the proportion of N
Kroes to whites lo such a degree t the
inzintenance of legal segregation began to

indigenous strengtk
which opposes se

Negro's Economy Changes
ch

These

nges have heen accompanied
rise in the :tatus of the South-

. He still remains at the bottom
of the social and economic scale, making

up a large part of the region's rural and
urbin slum population, not yet free of the
traditional role of drawer of water and
hewer of wood. Bul his physical condition
has improved markedly, and his opportun-
ities are slowly but surely broadening. In
the cities there is now emerging a Negro
middle class—solid, nd con-
servative—mn the void tha svipusly ex-
isted befween the upper strata of profes-
ional wo and the mass of common
laborers. If the Nes gro's usual job is still

menial, his
progression,

pay has in geometric
and his increased purchasing
has made him a positive factor in
mthern economy.

risen

A Tragic Pattern

The maost Jpectax ular changes have
come in the legal status, which
has been uru‘.xl dly redefined in a period

of Iwenty years, He now enjoys, or has the
support of the courts in his efforts to ob
nd protections of
the United constitution. And it is a
significant mark of his progress that he
won most of these rights for himself on
the field of le in earlier ¢
paigns for simple he. velied upon
the leadership of sympathetic Southern

whites, but in the series of historic actions
in_which he regained the franchise and
saw the limits of le tion progres-
sively narrowed, he fonght under his own

banner and in his own right.

The South’'s Mixed Feelings

An age is nol born without pangs;
e dovs not die without giving cause
{. Southerners have
ut the vast changes of the mid
nm like the new prosperity, which for the
{irst time in their memory has produced
4 of loose change rattling
1s. But the more sensi-
flinch at the crassness of
the new age. Those with white skin view
with varying degrees of alarm the Negro's
successiul assaults upon the institution of

regation, which have hrought him now
1o the last stronghold of the public schools
Those with dark skin approach the new
age with caption — and there is no sign of
kening in the tide of out-migration

The New South, like the Old, still looks
upon the accommodation of the Negro as
il greatest single social problem, But the
dimensions of the dilemma have changed

tive among ther

nily. The peculiar

coted around the Negro: they set
apart they ie region apart
and if they inhibits ip some ways
they protected him ing from
them were a =1 of con 18 accepted
by both races and providing the basis for

an orderly if Hm'\u social structure, Fi
s that of
worked

2 cruelties upon
se casl in !

embodied the ¢

in the institutions, or the conven-

Viewed In Personal Terms

1 have had occasion to reflect upon this
in personal terms. As a boy growing up
in South Carolina, my experiences were
sharved with dozens of Negroes—the nurse
who tended me until my legs grew long
enough to carry me beyond her reach;
the cook: the ice man: the grocer's deliv-
ery boy the swarm of Negro children who
lived along the dirt streets beyond the
white neighborhood: the house servants
and the field hands on the cotton farms
where 1 spent the summers, My daugh-
ter, growing up in comparable social and
economie circumstances in a Southern
state, knows only one Ngro well enough
to call by name—the part-time maid who
is regarded as a convenience, not a mem-
ber of the family, Will she come to know
other Negroes as she advances toward ma-
turity”? Probably, but not in the same in-
formal wi 1 came to know Mary and
Carrie and Nathaniel and Dan and the oth-
ers who crowd my memory as 1 write this,
Under the Supreme Court’s new dispensa-
tion it is probable that some Negroes will
find their way into the public school she
attends, and she is certain to count Ne-
groes among her college classmates, But
the schools have changed too: they are no
longer durable institutions where a child
follows his parents into the same mellow-
ing building to sit at the feet of the same
teacher; the mobility of vur age has robbed
the relationships of the classroom of per-
manence, and the social orbit no longer
revolves around them, Who can remember
when he last at at table with a grammar
school classmate? In the connotations of
the answer, 1 suspect, lies the ultimate,
practical salution to the immediate probe
lem of integration in public education. But
they have not yet provided an answer to
the emotional crisis that besets the region.

The Spiritual Burden

In the private places of their minds
many white Southerners would agree with
Albert Dent, the Negro president of Dil-
lard University, who has said that in retro-
spect they would one day look upon the
Supreme Court’s segregation decisions as
the beginning of their own

repeats itself. In 1958, as in 1850, the re-
gion finds itself standing alone in naked
defiance of the nation's declared public
policy. Now, as then, the border
have fallen away to go with the Un
the roll call of states that voluntarily ab
doned segregation in the wake of the 1
Supreme Court decision has an historic
ring: Delaware, Maryland, the Distriet of
Columbia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Mis
souri, and Oklahoma

riefly the Upper South wavered, bi
in the end its leaders bowed to t
South. Now Byrd of Virginia marc
Talmadge of
sas with Eastland of Mississippi
erate voices are stilled and the
are in the saddle. Once again a solid pe
litical front extends {rom the Potomac
the Rio Grande.

South Far From Solid

But behind the front the South is far
from solid. A great deal, of course, de
pends upon where you are In the nature
f the distribution of population, and the io-
cal political situation, a man is likely to
be more excited in Louisiana than in Ten
nessee, in Alabama than in North Caro-
lina. Out on the fringes the new Southern
cause has generated considerable passion
in the rural places the hot-eved
once again holler nigger and conjure up
their evil visions. But the cold atavistic
wind of fear has produced more bewilder-
ment than anger, The prevailing mood is
escapist; actuality is not yet at hand, and
most Southerners still hope that somehow
it will go away.

This time around even those who have
mounted the barricades know, and private-
ly concede, that the cause was lost before
it was launched; there is no glory here,
only bitterness. The battlecry 1s not “On
to victory”™ but “Not in this generation."
This rearguard action las been aptly de-
scribed by Ralph McGill of the Aflanta
Constitution as guerrilla fighting among
the ruins of the old segregated soctety; it
can be brutal, and it can delay the orderly
process of transition, but it camnot turn
back the forces that are reshaping the
Southern region in the nation’s image.
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orgia, Fulbright of Arkn-
the mod-
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the dawn of the day when they may at last
put down the spiritual burden that comes
with being on the wrong side of a moral
issue. But at the moment the South faces
the practical problem of creating a new
social order to replace a system already
eroded o the point where effective com-
munication between the races no longer
exists

A Tragic Pattern Repeats

The void iz not unique to the South. In
the new Negro ghetices that have mush.
roomed in all the great industrial centers
of the nation, colored people still live apart,
hehind barriers of extralegal segregation.
For the mass the migration of the last
seneration has been horizontal; only the
outstanding few have begun vertical as-
cent in the seoisl structure. But there is

The South

newly confronted with large concentra-
tions of Negroes, has found their accommo-

tions on terms of full equality a prob-
lem, but insiste that it can and will be

A G ion Of Litigati

The primary battlegrounds will be in
the courts, the legislaturcs, and the Con-
gress: and a generation of litigation is in
prospect. But no people can live forever
with an impasse and—sconer in the Up-
per South than the Deep—the effort will
be resumed to find a rational means of
adjusting the attitude of the prevailing
white majority.which is not yet willing to
accept the Negro as an equal, to that of
the colored minority, which is no longer
willing to accept anything less.

The task, as I have suggested, is com-
plicated by the breakdown of communica-
tion between the races—the drawing apart
which began when the Negro rejected
those social conventions that carry with
them a connotation of inferiority. But
bridges have been erected, and despite the
alarums and excursions of the moment,
they still stand and there is traffic across
them. At the top level of the educational
structure, in the graduate schools of most
Soufhern universities, Negroes and whites
have been studying together for almost a

f

ber, but they have found their p
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NEXT SUNDAY — DEFAULT OF THE
LEADERSHIP.
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