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The Book The South Is Talking About

“An Epitaph For Dixie”

By HARRY S. ASHMORE
CHAPTER 2

IN THE WAKE of the Supreme Court's
1984 decision in the public school cases
there was » remarkable moment of quiet
in the South. It was not the silence of
shock. The handwriting on the wall of le-
gal segregation had clearly emerged in the
Line of cases involving voling, Jim Crow,
restrictive real estate covenants and ad-
mission of Negroes to Southern graduate
schools. Georgia and South Carolina had
anticipated the inevitable enacting
“preparedness legislation” authorizing the
closing of the public schools if they were
ordered integrat

The Deep Southern governors roared
automatic outrage; but (hose of the Upper
South held their tongues or indicated that
somehow or other the law would be
obeyed. Most Southern newspapers, while
deploring the decision as prematire, coun-
seled calm and indicated reluctant accep-
tance. A good many churchmen spoke out
approvingly from their pulpits, and the or-
ganized denominations formally endorsed
the decision as morally correct. While no
one on the white side of the color bar re-
garded May 17, 1954, as the day of jubilo,
and the leaders of both races recognized
that monumental practical problems lay
abead, there was almost a feeling of re-
lief, For better or worse, the other shoe
had finally dropped

The South, however, was reacting in a
vacuum. The prospect of integration had
become a reslity, but the actuality was
not yet at hand. The Court had carefully
granted a stay of execution. The new prec-
edent was unequivocal: henceforth no child
could be barred from any school support-
ed by public funds solely on the ground of
race. But it would be a full year before
even thase school districts involved in the
cases in point were required lo take any
action. In the meantime the Court froze
all pending litigation and invited further
argument on ways and means of accom-
plishing the transition it would ultimately

A Remarkable Act

Taken together, the initial Court decis-
fon and the implementing decrees that fol-
lowed it a year later constitute a remark-
sble act of judicial statesmanship. Essen-
tially negative in character, the new dis-
pensation revised the constitutional stand-
ard for measuring equality in education,
but left ample room for the existing pat-
tern of segregation to continue until there
was specific showing in court of denial of
individual rights. Court pointedly
avoided setting time limits for compliance,
leaving maximum flexibility to the lower
courts which were inferentially encouraged
o take into account the realities of pub-
lic opinion in each school district as they

what L

speed.”

In effect the Court invited the South to
‘work out its own evolutionary program for
putting the newly pronounced public poli
cy into practice, Moreover, it granted the
time for which the Upper Southern states
Dludd in their amicus curiae briefs, As

r every school district
hld & minimum of two years after the
May, 1954, decision to prepare for the
transition. And the language of the de-
cision intimated that the process might be
stretched over a period of years even al-
ter legal action had been initiated; the test
for a school district under suit would not
be the degree of integration it had achieved
at & given point, but whether it was pro-

% in good faith, The National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored
People could claim a famous victory in the
decision which set forth the new precedent,
but ft got substantially less than half a
loal in the guide lines that were laid down
for implementation.

A Wedge In The 'Solid South'

Briefly, it appeared that the decision
had finally driven a wedge into the Solid
South. Hard-core resistance was certain in
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Missis-
sippl, and perhaps Louisiana; but the
Border States began immmediately to put
into effect desegregation programs that
have continued since in fairly good order
In the Upper South, while there was vir-
tually no action, some planning for inte-
gration began. Educators indicated that
they considered the new policy one they
could live with, and they were echoed in
significant number by the politicians

The mood did not Jast out the summer.
Its courss can be charted in Virginia,
which has contributed so heavily to the
Southern pantheon. Its diminished leaders
of today still enjoy an almost mystical re-
gard throughout the region. Governor
Thomas B. Stanley’s first reaction was the
formal announcement that he would con-
vene a meeling of local and state officials
to “work toward a plan which shall be
acceptable to our citizens and in keeping
with the edict of the Court. Views of luﬂ
ers of both races will be invited .

Six weeks later Stanley was calling his
fellow governors into session to plan re-
#istance and announcing that he would use
every means at his command to continue
segregated schools. Within a year Virgin-
Ia had developed the doctrine of interpo-
sition and was using the full weight of the
state government not only to maintain seg-
regation in those districts that desired it,
but to prevent any degree of integration in
those that appeared willing to accept it.

A Pattern Takes Shape

This is the pattern that has developed
now across the whole of the region. There
are variations only in degree; if Tennes-
see has avoided the excesses of Arkansas,
which is less adamant than South Caroli-
na, Governor Clement has nevertheless
bowed to pressure from the dead-end seg-
regationists. Under its impact, ideological
lines have disappeared: governors who
were elected as political liberals have em-
braced the doctrine of defiance along with
those brought to power by the conserva-
tive faction: it has bedded together such
disparate characters as Jim Folsom of
Alabama and Allan Shivers of Texas, And

out of the state legislatures has come as
remarkable a collection of restrictive laws
a8 the nation has seen since the days of
the Know Nothings.

How did it happen® Alfred Friendly of
the Washington Post, who has examined
this political phenomenon in depth, gives
considerable weight to the organizational
work of the Southern political leadershij

The state of affalrs . . . did not just
lupn. It was planned that way,
skill, Tt was the uhkvnmn
ll determined, energetic, and effective
men, Some were organized formally in
Ileh groups as the White Citizens Coun-

1 others acted Informally, but no less
olloeuuly. In political or community
groups.

The speed of their work, the complete-
ness of their control of political bodies
agencies at all levels, thelr selzure
of the offensive, and their deftness in
framing the issue In the ferms they
wanted—all this bespeaks a high order
of skill and technique.

T would agree that there is a degree of
primitive political skill behind the resist-
ance pattern, primarily exercised by those
Deep Southern leaders who have managed
to impose their will on their colleagues of
the Upper South. But the pattern is more
the product of default than of conscious
design; the forces that brought it into be-
ing have heen diminishing in the South,
and in recent years wise and forceful po-
litical leaders have been able to keep them
in check in times of comparable crisis.
l‘h:nd time around no one has seriously
tried.

An Unorganized Majority

There are still entire states in the
South, and districts in all the others, where
militant opposition to integration may well
be the price of political survival. But over
much of the region a man who is willing
to endure the abuse of a raucous minority
discovers that a considerable majority,
while stil] deploring the necessity, is look-
ing for a way out of the impasse. It
however, a bewildered, unorganized ma
fority, Intimidated not so much by the mil-
ftant segregationists as by the smothering
mores of the Southern community. It re-
mains impotent because it remains, for
the most part, without public or private
leadership.

There are. of course. men of unques-
tioned sincerity among the political lead-
ers who laid down the Southern line and
insisted that it must have universal sup-
port, They believe passionately in the Old
Southern dogma of white supremacy, and
they oppose integration as an article of
faith, To such men the cost of resistance
is a matter of no moment: segregation is
worth the price, however it may be reck-
oned

But allied with them and doing lhdr
bidding are men who are acutely conscie
ons of the vitimate futility of dead-end re-
sistance, and of its lacerating effect upon
the South, Their private attitude contrasts
with their public words, but they are rare-
Iy cynical, In their moments of confidence
over the ritual glass of bourbon, they con-
cede the hitter taste of expediency: there
is, more than anything else, a feeling of
sadnesy as they explain that they can't
help themselves, that they have nowhere
else Lo go.

Buying Time

This 1s particularly true among the
members of the Southern Congressional
delegations. They have been in ‘Washing-
ton a long time, most of them, and they
see the South in national perspective.
They are permanently cast now in the
wearing role of an embattled minori
they put their considerable skills to the
service of the cause by dragging out com-
mittee hearings on civil rights legislation
and stooping to the ignominy of the fili-
buster, They are, they know, buying time.
at the cost of their own prestige and influ-
ence. And they can nurture no illusion
about the outcome. One of the elder states-
men put it this way to Friendly under a
necessary cloak of anonymity: ““The Union
doesn’t need troops in this Civil War: all
it needs is strings to its dollars.” And he
added: “If Father Abraham had been
spending as much money in the Charleston
Navy Yard a hundred years ago as the
Government spends now. 1 wonder if those
South Carolinians would have fired on
Fort Sumter."

Perhaps the most significant monu-
ment to the defauil of the Southern politi-
cal leadership is the Southern Manifesto,
which was exploded without warning on
March 11, 195, by 19 Senators and 81
members of the House. It is a document
of angry words and little meaning; it
shouts defiance and declares for law and
order. It served its primary purpose as a
rallying battlecry for the faltering South.
But it also served to drastically reduce the
slim chance of a Democratic victory in the
national election then only months away.

The signatories not only undercut the
political party to which all but three owed
fealty, but they very nearly submerged Ad-
lai Stevenson, the candidate most of them
were backing for the Democratic nomina-
tion, In the hardfought primary campaigns
against Estes Kefauver, Stevenson had re-
sisted tremendous pressures from -non-
Southern supporters who urged him to ex-
ploit the civil rights issue in a direct ap-
peal for the critica] vote of the big cit-
ies. Characterictically, Stevenson had
made a forthright declaration of support
for the Supreme Court decision in his
Southern appearances, but before skepti-
cal and sometimes hostile audiences in
California, Oregon, and Minnesota he had
declared with equal firmness against re-
strictions on federal aid to education or
any other coerciye civil rights measure,
and had appealed for understanding of the
South in her hour of trial. His temperate
position had earned him the open criticism
of top leaders of the NAACP, and had giv-
en an effective weapon to the radical
forces forming behind Averell Harriman,
an increasingly vocal critic of “modera-
tion.” Stevenson was branded the “South-
ern candidate,” and in fact he was not
necessarily becauss of the personal en-
thusiasm of the Southern leadership, but

- - The Default Of Leadership

LEADER OF THE MODERATES

As  executive editor of Little
Rock's leading mewspaper, Harry
Asbmore was, of course, deeply in-
lved in the drvamatic integration
crisis in that city last Seprember.
While bis editoral position bas never
been  outstandingly  imtegrationist,
nevertheless Mr, Ashmore was a
leader of the moderates strongly op-
posed to Governor Faubus' action,
In this chapter of "An Epitaph for
Dixie," Mr. Asbmore analyzes the
failures of leadership which resulted
in Little Rock's tragic episode.

~The Editors.

effort to organize a similar bolt in 1956.
But the old one-party bastion is no longer
immune to the effects of two successive
Republican presidential victories, The
vast surge of popular votes for
Eisenhower, which carried
six Southern states into the
can column has left
mark. And not the Jeast significant aspect
of the last election was that in some
Southern states the margin of Republican
victory was moumnd lnr by the mnor
d\m in Negro votes, ly the more
netic members of the Whlu Citizens (,oun-
cils belleve that the rising tide of Negro
votes in the South can be turned back or
long checked; and minorities have long
memories, Over most of the region the
Negro vote is a potential balance of pow-
er; in combination with the labor vote it
already outweighed the dwindling
branchhead support in some state elec-
tions, Thus the Southern politician has
come to the day when he must count the

because of its recognition that only his
nomination could prevent a disastrous split
in the Party, with the extreme Northern
wing taking over the national leadership,

Almost A Censpiracy

It is a measure of the Manifesto that
it was the product of what amounted to a
conspiracy. It was hammered out in weeks
of negotiation on Capitol Hill; many of
those who signed it were defensive, later
explaining their action on the ground that
they had headed off something worse by
watering down the original version pre-
pared by Senator Thurmond of South Car-
olina. Yet with all this maneuvering it re-
mained a well-kept secret. The first leak
appeared in The New York Times on the
morning of March 9, 1956, That afternoon
1 happened to he the recipient of the first
official word that reached Stevenson head-
quarters in Chicago, There was a touch of
irony and a hint of disaster in the fact
that T had to relay the text by telephone
to Stevenson in Detroit a matter of min-
utes before he went out to share a plat-
form with Governor Mennen Williams, per-
haps the most vociferous advocate of ex-
treme civil rights legislation in the Dem-
ocratic Party, The “Southern candidate’s™
statesmanship had been rewarded by an
act of Southern sabotage.

A Blow To Stevenson
Stevenson’s bid for the nomination sur-

vived the Manifesto, but its
fect on the 1956 Democratic pr

campaign was profound, No one could say
that any single factor was responsible for
so resounding a defeat, but certainly the
North and

defection of Negro voters,
South,

the Party’s future. This last of the true
voting blocs had been built firmly into the
base of the Democratic structure through
the Roosevelt and Truman years, and it
held firm in the first Stevenson campaign
1t it has in fact become the property of
the Republieans, the shape of the political
future has been significantly altered.

One could argue logically with the Ne-
gro leaders that a split in the ranks would
disarm the Southern moderates and leave
the Negroes in that disturbed region at the
mercy of the extremists. But logic foun-
dered on emotion there, just as it did in
later appeals to the Southern leaders for
compromise on the platform and the tick
et, The Manifesto was a final disillusion-
ment for Negro Democrats everywhere.
‘They had becn able to make a distinction
between the moderates and the extremists
of the South; they could recall 1948 when
the majority of the Southern leaders re-
fused to follow Strom Thurmond under the
Dixiecrat banner: they could disassociate
men like Fulbright, Hil!, and Sparkman
from Eastland, Talmadge, and Ellender.
Now, so far as they could see, they all
stood together—and where they stood, they
insisted, no Negro could stand. Nor was
the sharp reaction confined solely to col-
ored voters; it carried over to a substan-
tial number of non-Southern white voters
who use racial attitudes as a sort of lit-
mus test of liberalism, and it caused w
derstandable alarm among those big city
Democratic leaders who calculate their lo-
cal political fortunes in terms of bloc
votes

1t is true that the loss of a single pres-
idential campaign was a matter of little
immediate moment to many Southern
Democrats, particularly since their party
managed to retain control of Congress and
salvage their cherished committee chair-
manships, But in the long haul every sig-
natory of the Manifesto will have to reck-
on its cost in personal, practical terms,

A Special Dispensation

Among those who reluctantly went along
were members of the first generalion of
Southern politicians since the Civil War to
break through the political limits of their
regional background. In the House and
Senate they had achieved national stature;
now they again bore the parochial brand
which cuts them off from the prospect of
one day finding a place on a presidential
ticket or in a Democratic cabinet. The im-
portance of this consideration was indicat-
ed by the fact that the framers of the

Manifesto made a special dispensation for | oy

the majority leader of the Senate and the
speaker of the House; it was carefully ex-
plained in the release to the press that the
two Texans, Johnson and Rayburn, had not
been asked to sign because of their po-
sitions of congressional leadership for the
entire party. Of obvious necessity, Estes
Kefauver, then vigorously campaigning for
the presidential nomination, took a similar
dispensation on his own, thus permitting
his Tennessee colleague, Albert Gore, to
follow suit and become an active contend
er for the vice presidency.

A Permanent Mark

Nor was this all. If the Southerners
have no vested intere maintaining the

national nuity of the Democratic Party,

votes a racist gesture may gain or hold
for him against those he may lose. It is a
nervous feeling.

Virginia Initiates Defiance

Indeed, one of the great contemporary
fronies is that Virginia was prompted, in
part at least, to initiate the pattern of de-
fiance by the mew look in state politics.
The decision finally, like all those of mo~
ment in the Commonwealth, was made by
Harry Flood Byrd, Coming now fo the
close of his long career as the nation's
most genteel political boss, the senator
Imds his formidable machine threatened

ratic insurgents on one flank,
-nd on the other by an increasingly po-
tent Republican organization which has
seized three congressional seats. An issue
was needed to set the woods on fire, and
a whip was needed to close the Democral-
ic ranks; the old black magic of segrega-
tion has temporarily served both purposes.

In many ways Harry Byrd is a tragic
symbol of the crisis-ridden South., If he
has ruled his people peremptorily, and
with an overly tight fist, he has ruled them
well. His stewardship as governor was a
period of necessary reforms, and no breath
of scandal has touched the long line of his
hand-picked successors. In national affairs
as well he has emerged as the very model
of a righteous conservative. Yet comes
now Harry By the apostle or order, in-
toning the fateful words: “We have the
right to resist . * Does this fine Vir-
gil gentleman here invoke the righ!
revolution as defined by Jefferson? Per-
haps; but if any ghostly trumpets sound
in Harry Byrd's ears they cannot obliter-
ate the sount of petty bickering at Rich-
mond — or the unseemly spectacle of his
man Stanley refusing to greet the Lord
Chief Justice of Great Britain at the Col-
lege of Willlam and Mary because the
Chief Justice of the United States was also
an honored guest

The Spread To Arkansas

The tune Harry Byrd called in Virginia
has now had its inevitable consequence at
the other end of the old Confederate spec-
trum in Arkansas, a state that seceded
from the union with some reluctance and
at one point came close to seceding from
the Confederacy when Jefferson Davis in
effect declared the territory west of the
Mississippi expendable and ordered the

ulk of Arkansas's defending troops across
the river to divert the Yankees {rom more
important objectives.

Little Rock, by any definition, was
perhaps the most unlikely site in the South
for a second Fort Sumter. And Orval E
Fauhus was certainly the most unlikely
candidate for the distinction of being the
Southern governor who would attempt to
recreate the sounds of the past in the very
season when the first earth satellite was
circling the autumn skies emitting the un-
nerving sounds of the future.

Still, for the time being at least, Orval
l'umlu enjoyed a considerable local suc-
ess. Employing the familiar tools of the
(Ivn gogue with a certain crude skill, he
managed to blur the real issues in the Lit-
tle Rock impasse — including the salient
fact that when he called out his militia to
seize Central High School before it even
opened he was defying not only the fed-
eral courts but the local elected School
Board, which over three years had patient-
ly worked out a gradual, limited plan of
integration and had every reason to be-
lieve it could be put into effect with no
more than minor incident. As a result the
governor's constituents, seizing upon his
covert assurances that they would not af-
ter all be called upon to perform a con-
stitutional duty some of them considered
painful, and most considered distasteful,
rallied to his standard in impressive num-
bers. In the Deep South, a cheering sec-
tion led by Governor Marvin Griffin of
Georgia showered the governor with tele-
graphed congratulations and stern injunc-
tions to fight to the last drop of Arkan-
sas's blood. This would have been heady
stuff for any politician, and it appeared to
overpower Orval Faubus—a man only re-
cently graduated from the Madison County

Courthouse, where there has never been a
crisis that could not be resolved by a polit-

ical deal.
Faubus' R i

sisted that the South would read out of
the white race any man who bowed the
neck or bent the knee to federal force; it
the governor had accepted any of the
fered by the numerous

In publicly appraising his own situa-
tion, the governor ranged over - good deal
of recorded history. On the da; federal
judge ordered him to teue and desit
from using the Arkansas National Guard
to prevent nine Negro students from join-
ing some 2,000 whites at Central High
School, Faubus, within careful earshot of
a sycophantic repmer' gazed out a bay
window of the Governor's Mansion and in-
toned: “Comes now the crucifixion!” On
another occasion, returning from the gild-
ed precincts of Sea lsland, Georgla, to
discover that President Eisenhower had
federalized his National Guard troops
while he was somewhere in the air over
Alabama, he indicated that his reaction
wos identical to that of Arkansas’s high-
est-ranking native son, Douglas MacAr-
thur, upon receipt of the intelligence that
Harry Truman had relieved him of his
Pacific Command,

But on the v of the Sputnik, in a pri-
vate audience with a representative of the
New York Times, Orval Faubus made per-
haps the most alarming comparison of all
He faced, he said, the same fateful de-
cision that confronted Robert E. Lee when
he forced to choose between Virginia
and the Union.

Nostalgic Headlines

These utterances made some resound-
ing, nostalgic headlines in Southern news-
papers; but all they really proved was that
Orval Faubus, who is largely a self-taught
man,_had had an inadequate teacher. The
gap between Faubus' dilemma and that of
General Lee was at least equal to that
between the Minie ball and the intercon-
tinental ballistic missile. R. E. Lee was a
man of conscience who in 1360 reluctantly
shouldered a moral burden he would car-

i 0. E. Faubus was a prac-

paint himself into a corner.

Perhaps the most charitable thing that
could be said of the Arkansas governor
was that he had misunderstood the past,
culated the present, and ignored the
. It was quite possible that his bi-
tions had insured him a third term
in the statchouse; the odds, however, were
#t least even that what he would finally
achieve was the

segregationist in his state—who might not
be Orval Faubus. The governor, as a m
ter of fact, on the record which in the

early days he cons pointed up for
out-of-town audiences, was not a segrega-
tionist at all, and, as a result, was viewed
with a cold and suspicious eye by the real
leaders of the mob that belatedly
to pro a touch of the violence he pi-
ously insistod he had endeavored to pre-
vent

tent

It may have been that
acted out of an odd sort of
grew up in an upcounty /
which contains no Negtoes
testimony he never laid ey
man until he had turned 18 a
Missouri to pick strawbes

Orval Faubus
innocence, He
kansas county
on his father's
on a black
d gone off to

He knew, of course, as any Southern
governor must, that there was a great dept
of feeling against integration of the pub-
lic schools of his state. But he had, oni
the year before, handily survived a cam-
paign against a free-swinging, all-out seg-
regationist who had accused him of the
sin of moderation; the governor had pol-
ished off the Citizens Council candidate by
a vote of 180,760 to 83,856, As it turned
out, however, the real lesson of that cam-
paign eluded the victor—that, while a ma-
jority of the white people of Arkansas
didn't take kindly to school integration,
most of them were willing to make a tokep
gesture of compliance rather than invite
the certain retribution of the United §
government.

Expected A Deal

Indecd, the remarkable truth seems to
be that when Orval Faubus sold ut the
moderates who had elected him and threw

in with the Citizens Councils, embarking
upon the very course his late, defeated o
ponent had advocated, he honestly be-

lieved that be could make a deal with Pres-
ident Eisenhower and simply put off the
dread day until after his next gubernator-
ial campaign, The evidence indicates that
he carried this illusion with him to.New-
port for his historic peace conference,
and brought it home intact after Mr. Ei-
senhower downed hiy irritation at being
called off the golf course and turned on
his best conciliatory smile.

It is not even certain that the landing
of a detachment of the 101st Airborne In-
fantry at Central High School in Little
Rock disabused Orville Faubus of the no-
tion that he had won, or in time would
win, a great victory, In any event, at that
juncture his private opinion was no long-
er of moment. He had associated himself
with a militant minority group which in-

off

hanest brokers who beat paths between
his mansion and the White House he
would have promptly lost the support of
his new following, Thus, in the political
terms in which he has always deall, he no

keeping nine Negro children out of Little
Rock Central High School by whatever
means came 1o hand,

lke Had To Act

And, of course, on the other side Mr,
Eisenhower enjoyed no greater latitude,
po matter what his personal disposition
may have been in those early days when
he received the dispatches from Little
Rock at a country club which, as Bob Con-
sidine observed, does not admit Negroes,
Jews, Catholics, or poor Protestants, All
moral considerations aside, the President
could no more have tolerated the nullifi.
cation of a federal court order by state
force than George Washington could have
stood idly by in 17M when the hurghers
of Pennsylvania refused to pay their whis-
Ky taxes. Moreover, Mr. Eisenbower la.
bored under the great weight of world op-
inion, which counted Little Rock as a So-
viet victory of at least the magnitude of
the Sputnik, And finally, however reluc-
tant he may have been o assume bur.
den, Mr. Eisenhower was the head of a
political party which couldn’t compromise
on civil rights and win the next election.

Neither, ironically, could Mr. Faubus'
own Democratic Party.
not yet apparent to the boys at the South.
ern branch heads (but was painfully clear
to citizens of the great world like Richard

P. Russell and Lyndon B. Johnson), the
end result of Orval Faubus' manu-
factured crisis at Little Rock might well
be not to stay integregation, but to
it. The Southern senators who
through the civil rights crisis

the 1957 session of Congress

g0 back to Washinglon in
1958 wearing lead shoes stamped Made
in Avkansas, The Republicans and North-
ern Democrats who had been willing to
trade with them hod been disarmed—and
h sck home in New York, Michigan, 1ili-

tinnesota, and California their con-
nts bad not only applauded the pres-
ence of federal in Little Rock
but su P hey were on
hand they might well b wd to draw an
other dram or two of rebel blood, After
l "le l-nd the nation moved closer to
t of a genuine force bill than it
n.m m-eu ‘r\\.e the Recanstruction,

Southern Leaders Balk

The South has always contended that

it coul m work out its own prob-
by the Supreme Coust
rs for the mest part
refused to use it to make even

me. The South has always insisted
it was misunderstood: offered the na-
ion's svmpathy, the political leadership
has spurned it and invited the nation's ret-
ribution. A measure of the high price of in-
transigence may be seen in the progres-
sion of the Gal
in 1954 only 54 per cent of mon-Soothee
ers approved the Supreme Court decision
without reservation; the figure was 36 per

57 per cent in 195, 63 per
And after Orval Faubus blun-
dered inte a final showdown at Little
Rock, Gallup found that only 18 per cent
of the peonle of the non-South believed
President Eisenhower was wrong in send-
ing federal troops into Arkansas — and,
remarkably enough, only 53 per cent in the
South itself held that view.

rshall Fishwick

\ of Washington and
Lee has sounded

an historian’s warning:

We can admire their courage, and
(knowing bow many errors we make)
forgive their faults, but what can we
say of their inflexibility? How can people
who know and intuit so much not know
that a constant posture of looking back-

forfans know much about history, But
everything we do know Indicates that

that history is lucapable of running
backwards,

It would seem that those who resolu-
tely turn away from the future would at
least be able to read the first lesson of
the South's past: When responsible men
default, irresponsible men take power.
This is the ultimate price the Southern
leaders, and the Southern people, may yet
have to pay before the stiff necks bend
and defiance gives way to the inevitable
compromise.

Next Sunday — The Minds and
Hearts of Men.

TEQUILA, Mex. (® — This
in the state of Jalisco south
of Guadalajara, is the tequila
center of Mexico and probably,
provides more headaches than
any comparable community in
the country.

Along with mescal and pulque.
tequila is one of the Big Three
national drinks of Mexico. What
are they, besides being potent?

Here's an A-B-C on the three.
praised in legend and often
cursed the day after:

First, all are made from the
agave or maguey plant, popular
in the United States as a deco-|of

per rools,

alcohol.

Pulque

they have a deep concern with keeping it
intact at home. This wag y the cooler |
heads fought the Dixiecrats in 1948, and
effectively discouraged the Deep Southern

acat’and other states wilk fa
high altitudes (the plant thrives,
better up theré), producers truck

the first
stem of

the lower bluish leaves and up-
actually the heart of
the maguey,
the hearts are roasted,
cooked in boiling water, and set
to ferment in special vats.

The resultant liquor is then dis-
tilled. The refined product is
about 110 proof, or 55 per cent

It is bottled, sold in its clear,
colorless form. In Mexico it sells
for about 50 cents a quart, has
scores of tradenames.

Big Three, and was the favorite

depends on when it bloots for
and last time — the
the

scooped out, leaving
to distillers. There
crushed, | sweet
honey water.

or three

que.”
added

or two. That's pulque

the oldest of the

dream in color.
Mescal is

made
flower-to-be  is

Into this cavity pour between 10
to 15 pints of sap daily, a sap so
it's called aguamiel or

Workers drain off this sap two
times daily,

in pigskin bottles to the distillery.
The sap is fermented for about
10 d “madre pul-|_

lowed to ferment rapidly a day

6 per cent alcohol, stronger than
beer, and sold by the trainloads

same sap- as pulque,

The Headache Capital: That's Tequila, Mexico

a cavity.|pletely fermented. IUs far
stronger than pulque, almost as
potent as tequila. It usually
sells for less than tequila,
comes bottled me same way.

Red Air Invasion

(‘l\lT%\'ECCH]A Italy, (INS)

Italian seagulls are credited
with the first Free World strike
“|against a Russian “‘missile.”

Seagulls off Civitavecchia on
the coast north of Rome attacked
a bird of a specie unknown to
1

carry it

It is about

the Artecs. They claimed|daily in Mexico City alone. taly. A fisherman recovered the
rative growth and known as the|many medicinal qualities for it| It is usually dipped from con-|[9ead bird and found on its leg
century plant. (some have been proven) and|tainers and sells for a few cen-|® Metal band with the inscription
is tequila: from huge|said it made them brave. [tavos a cup or glass. It's fans| Coolma Moskwa 368854."
plantations in Jalisco,| When the maguey plant is|say it's nutritious, is good for| The bird was turned over to
Puebla, Hidalgo, Micho-|about 5 to 10 years old — the time | some ailments, and makes you

authorities who believe it mi-
grated from the Moscow area or
from the|some other part of the Soviet
but com-|Union.
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