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Sign Ban Will Boost
l ! T bald b

th give Charloite a new

rchants. But in time
be enjoyving the henefits

n a mere

attractive

of & gives mudiown an
f formless confusion. The
ss of (he signs themselves is

the neon wilderness

10 (o something came
from the business com
The City Council acted

mal recommendation of the

r of Commerce, altering it only
slightly

The action 1o have more than

1 | signmificance. however. It should

ally become much broader

part of a

Thrusting Along

the heavens may have had less thrust
and power than the Soviet rockets. Final
Iv. the Soviet may be preparing now an
attempt 1o make an even more spectacu
lar showing with another satellite. It
may succeed

The comparisons are inevitable. But
this was not the day for them. This was
a day for rejoicing and for gratitude to
the Army. the scientists and the tech-
nicians who turned the trick

The race for equality in space has not
ended but, thank goodness, it has begun

Midtown's Health

weram 1o g erve the economice
midtown

Midtown needs more than svmmetry
needs relief {rom parking and traffic
es It needs an effective antibiotic

contaminate the central

ms

business di.

trict. It needs a lew simple

comforts, 100. such as additional places
a sit and r

But midiown must alwa » made as

altractive as possible—attractive enough
that people will want to go there. Unless
2 good many people go there and buy
there midiown will be in deep trouble
And without a healthy core. an urban
area simply disintegrates into a formiess

sprawl. This must not happen in Char-
lotte

As moc ' appear. the sign
ban will help 1f accompanied by other
equally progressive measures midtown
can be preserved as the healthy heart
of a great ding metropolis

There's Satisfaction In The Sandbox Set

{ murmurings of
he sandbox mav be trace
) reports that Charlotte's

mer kindergarlen program
continued n 1958
The reports are quile correct. The
Charlofte council of the P-TA has agreed
to ime responsibi for this signifi
cant edicational project and is therefore
Iy desery praise from sandbox-
and parents alike

satisfaction

six-week
will be

a of

There is even an excellent possibility
that more schools than ever will have
ndereartens during the coming sum
mer This welcome prospect indeed

ross the nation teday leading edu
coming lo regard Kindergar
essential. Public kindergartens are
in operation in cities in 36 states

cat are

Credit is due the American Associa-
1 of University Women for initiating

over from the AAUW. the parent-teacher
association council hopes fo broaden the
nrogram’s scone while. at the same time
broaden public understanding and sup-
port

In this worthy enterprise. 4s in others,
the P-TA will be again following its hasic
instinets as an educational orcanization

There was a lime when the P-TA was
little more than a ladies aid society or

nized 1o buy curtains for the school
auditorium or Venelian blinds for the
pri I's office. That time has happily
passed. Here is an example of its greater

usefulness

The project. of course. is administered
in cooveration with public school offi
cials Charlotte has a good school system
but kindergarten helps the child develop
the kind of listening, working and oral
habits that eaquip him with what the ex-
perts call “school-readiness ™

The Wandering Trail Toward A County Office Building

By JOHN JAMISON
Chariotte News Staff Writer

MONDAY'S “temporary™ sus-
Y& pension of plans for the pro-
posed county office building
was just one more boulder
in the rocky path towards the
long  discussed  courthouse
annex

A quick review of The
News' file labeled “New
County Office Building" turns
up one impressive fact
Obstacles 1o the project
have heen many — but not
individually difficult to sur
mount. And leadership has
been sporadic. divided and
sensitive to pressures.

Chapter Ends

The current delay in plans

which County Commission-
ers say is a temporary one—
ends one of the more event{ul
and confusing chapters in the
county office building story.

I a beginning point for
that story must be selected,
it could be said to be Jan. 9

1956. On that day County
Commissioners heard 1. W
Alexander dent of
the lacal bar a call
the present  courthouse *in
adequate and outdated

The attorney read a five
pige report detailing
overcrowding of governmental
facilities and calling for an
office building to he

on courthouse
the Law Bldg

No Action

months later the com

square

Four
miss

action, and Mr
newed his plea

oners showed no signs of

Alexander re

“It may be too late if you
don't take action now” ta ob
fain a site for the building
he warned

The following month the
hoard asked the Charlotte

Board of Realtors for an #p
praisal, not of the courthouse
square site. but of the entire
city block across E. 4th St
In July, 1956, a committce
of lawyers and commissioners
jecommended the county buy
o 4th St and
build a fivestory  building
there. They. st d a bond
election for $1,500.000.
earned the
tors had ap.
for $333
owns two major

the block — the

(The county
portions of

garage and

o county
parking on the

northeast corner

Question Asked

County Attorney Henry €
Dockery was asked to deter-
mine whether or not the

legally condemn
al became nec:

county could
the block if t

essary. It was understood that
Ernest J. Sifford would wage
a bitter fight against the tak

ing of his apartment building
black for the appraised

of about $60,000
while, a fim of Ne

4 attorneys ruled
Mecklenburg would have
two things before it
get itsell an office
Get an act from
the General Assembly auth
orizing it to condemn the site
and (2) ask the voters to ap.
prove a bond issue

Mr. Dockery prepared a
Tocal bill to send to the 1957
legislature in January. 1957

York
that
ta do
could
building 1"

The bill was introduced in
March — without the signa
ture of Rep. Jack D. Love wha
sad he could no
with. giving the
pover af eminent domain
The bill eventually becime

Then came another
period when absalutely

ing was accomplished
Thic period was terminated
by the lawyers — in
1957,

A har association commitiee
ed by Judge | ). Clark
1 prodded the commission
ers Into setting an October
date for a bond election, this
time for $2.500.000 n
Wheatley were as

architects for

The committee
rd to call the elect
i then decide on a
the building

boa

A month later Rep
cautioned the board
country folks

committee
the matter {
{ ng week

[

SOUTH MYERS STREET

-

Two controversial sites:

EAST THIRD ST,

o
SITE'B !
WHOLE BLOCK OR PART |
OF BLOCK, DEPENDING ON

URBAN DEVELOPMENT %
OUTCOME ®\

S

€AST TRADL. ST

OUTH ALE XANDER STREET

‘a’ on present courthouse

property, ‘b’ the block across 4th St.
nan Sid Y. McAden was heard  County Commissioners didn't
10 <ay he wasn't entirely happy kno!
with the choice of Sl 1 When a bond election

Wheatley as

big job. He
Sam 8

Femi

The nest
feminine

ber of the

MeNis
Charles Connelly
but were outvoted

wauld be held

d

for the fask

would be or how

would cost

League of Women
SO bond _election

CAD McNinch

ardine
he League threx
behind the fight
building.

missioner

a hond i
the office buildi

point,  however

two years

Vote Taken

But In November
sioners John M. McEwen
est K. Brown and J
itvated My

siructure  right  beside
courthouse  as
by Architect
Wheatley.
(Chairman

Charles

McAden

nto setting an early

cided to ask
'S 10 approve a seven-story
the
recommended

2 Where the building would

v big the new building
muc

it

months

nine Voice 4 What functions should be
left in the old courthouse.
voice heard was a On Sept. 3. three
one. It was & mem- a0 he had led commission

date
Com
decided
the voters would not appr
ue at that time a
vote
<hould he delayed for “about

Commis
Ern
Herbert
Me.
the

H

neatly

straddled the fence and didn't

vote )
\ A week la
1 possibil

saving

er. after
es of a
thr

tial

heari

of the federal government's
urban  redevelopment
gram. Commissioner Garrison
witched his vote, decided
favored the acrossthe-stre

site and successfully moved
for a delay in actions until
Jan. 15

The Chamber of Commerce,
which had long favored the
across-thestreet location, fo!
lowed Mr. Garrison's action by
announcing it favored devel
opment of a *“‘governmental

plaza”™ across the street {rom
both city hall and courthouse
and approved tying the plan

in with urban redevelopment

Fight Feared

Early in January, Architect
Wheatley told  the board his
firm wanted to propose a com
promise in order to put an
to “bickerinz back and forth
He said a bitter fight going
into election day might kill the
issue.

So he suggested returning
to the across-thestreet loca-
tion and keeping an eye on
but not depending on. urhan

redevelopment for help with

the cost. This idea never real
Iy got off the zround

The commissioners called 3

o land - tvoe”  town

mesting for the nicht of lan

20 to hear all sides of the
mornin

gosted calling a

bond election right awav and

later on

deciding
location and constriction
Commissioners

answered

instry
10 any more on_ the project un
1l further notice:

The next chapter may hegin

hefore July 1
for a hond elact
Jotte  and Car
when the o b

& co also be considered
by the volers

Sites Compared

foct Wheatley  com

pares the two proposed sites
in_about this manner

The courthouse square site

s already owned by the coun

tv. A sevenst

for officc space)

hout §2170,000

novating and air

conditioning (he old  conr

house. furnishings and arch
tocts' fees for the new build
acrossthe-siront  site
the county between
$500.000 and the

1 cost. about

would en;

ng fixing up

st how much
the county cotild
onzh urhan
not known
t wouldnl ho d

of this nrice

This calenlation
next. and probably the
enlightening. step undertaken
by the Board of County Com
nissioners

ndergarten project here and car-
on for three years. In taking

1t is a worthy project and one that de- \
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‘lm'r. than arteriosclerosis was on Dr. hero overnight. He is suddenly loaked way
! Irvine Page's mind this week upon as a steely paragon of rational In Act Of Cannibalism """
W he spoke at a Charlotte - Meck- ' virtue — if he can make a bigger and | s Any effort
! Heart Association luncheon better rocket than the Russians and I SHRIRA 2
1 scientist, the famed Cleveland with a bigger and betier nuclear war- the two L
pecialist was concerned about the  head fo trace
astounding rebirth of interest in scien- But this narrowly defined view of the 8 4 d |
tific research since the first Sputnik worth of research is as distorted and took that (o0 viewr
hied ominously over the American dangerous as the old McCarthyite non- . .
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ar fo science as a producer of it be encouraged in its broadest sense. —~TELLER SUTTLE

ipons of destruction. “There is more Let's avail ourselves of blessings
) science than missiles.” he said with of science — as well 4s the bombs Viewers Should Fight The American Accent
« Dr. Page said that there is more to g Mt
from fhe debates in  science than missiles. He might have Pay Television Plans they
( i never s it put 1t differently. He sht have said
Tt has  ind: become a  that there is more to fife than death veoxdl
Truthful James In The Monroe County (Wis.) Democrat Aaiifoe Kt 1 e o
BY THE LIGHT OF A KEROSENE LA b
oS LANTERN ek )
\ 1 [} I ray | 1 n re if he ght t h g0 court | ] “v
men when ¢ ady had kero-  ng Sefend fihe
! t nd they were used for Gosh." said the farmer, “I never used ok
a antern hen w ‘ 14 L > y
' when the sun Vell. maybe not." replied the hired Van Wyck Brooks in “From \
nd and man. “but look what vou pe » Writer's  Notehook,'”
i\ sr wife llu:\\ { the lantern The judge looked up from 1
g ' . .
Gieity: She saw: (nat’ (hi see a familiar (3 ‘ Drew Pearson's
A8 e Al s Lant 1oal Ahe rouples rioundade eda inancier
f 1 and thin 1 n di Merry-Go-Round
) L i was kept frants h
ity s sticker. drivin o ! W ) NL000. Xhares ¢ . T ottt dhead to stast 1
s pss I and the ne " l head ‘of the! New obk I( 1,200 share e hag ht to I helned I ( | F Sen. ¥ D t
pail or the ics. 1 ordered your driver's licens ol e R ot ; previous Central mangsement fo nol own.  way ) ciing the pl
" h od bocause the  ed Wh the charze this t The  Beach ‘attic ‘the ofher da stock i its ovn company. And coutadered his 1ife na fireman. ch
i . fendant looked sheepish He mumbled had been trying for monih he was put in the sam tior ofe — The D ILLL LU -
Y r 1 P, ere y room hen contld w »
f B J J[king vour honor AMAR { Mo.) house in Palm Beach s ken plannin L n
IR \se 5 it w . b n i mortgage on his home in R Stock Frozen f ate under th 3
On one occasion a relative h More Secrecy fhie  Congress, of the
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