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When 'Adequacy ‘Is Not Enough

']‘HERE is a grim warning for Char-
lotte and other North Carolina com-
murities in the stark tragedy of Chi-
cago's school fire

Within minutes, another “fire-safe”
building became a raging inferno. Iron-
ically, it had been inspected and found
“adequate’ in October

Adequacy is not enough where human
Tives are concerried

Nor are rules and regulations, state
statutes and local ordinances sufficient
when they are not supported by strict
enforcement and stiff penalties.

North Carolina has an ‘adequate’
building code for new consiruction
although in some instances it seems to
be far mare concerned with saving the
building rather than saving human lives.
There are, in addition. “adequate” laws
dealing with fire safety standards.

Authorities often make a conscientious
effort 1o enforce the requirements. But
penalties? They are hardly worth men-
tioning. Warnings are given. Advice is
offered. Occasionally, a wrist is slapped.

But nothing much heyond that. And it
Is all too easy to parry the warnings
and ignore the advice

This Is criminally wrong Regulations
ought ta be stricter—particularly in
buildings where people sleep. go to
school or otherwise congregate in large
numbers. Furthermore. punishment for
violating the proper standirds ought to
be severe

Open stairways are perhaps the worst
danger zones, They figured in this week's
fire as well as the Winecoff Hotel fire
in 1846 in Atlanta and the LaSalle Hotel
fire the same year in Chicago. If fire
breaks out they become “chimneys” of
flames. smoke and fumes. In a split sec-
ond they can become death traps.

Lacally and throughout the state there
are warnings about these conditions, but
sometimes the warnings are ignored No-
hody goes fo jail. That wouldn't be sport-
ing. But if it happened a few times pos-
sibly the lesson would seep in

A human life is worth the trouble.

Nixon's Dazzling Ringer: A 'Good Show'?

W’H)\T is to explain Vice President
4 Nixon's dazzling ringer in England”

We confess, now. to having snorted
when it was first announced that Sir
Richard would hie himself off to Lon-
don to represent the U S, at the dedica-
tion of an American chapel at St. Paul's
Cathedral. But while we havent forgot-
ten damages. we must gracefully acknow-
ledge that in a sweeping tour he took
everyone from Prime Minister Macmillan
to Queen Elizabeth into tow.

why the

There are good reasons
prim and proper British might have
reacted with less enthusiasm to the

vice president. For one thing his po-
litical detractors say, he is a lover of
expedient You can never pin him
down. For another. he remains a
master of the political corn ball. Take
his immemorial “Checkers” speech of
the 1952 campaign

But perhaps his magic has simple sour-
ces. To the British, his facility with the
expedient seems an old political skill
While to us, playing fast and loose with
what we call “prim in politics car-
ries shock, to the British who take neither
themselves nor their politicians too seri.
ously, the political trick may be admired
as an end or a thing of beauty in itself
It may qualify as what they call a “good

show.” so long as it does no injury to ani-
mals, especially dogs A recent biographer
of Sir Winston Churchill, now a devoted
admirer. confesses he began his hiography
in the convietion that Churchill was the
biggest ngre in British politics

But speaking of dogs, that reminds us
of Checkers, which reminds us that the
vice president is, as we said, a master of
the corn ball. But why should this appeal
fo the crusty Englishman? There has been
a kind of hvpocrisy here. The Englishman
protests that any domestic politician
would have been finished by a Checkers
speech: but what he won't admit is that
some of his greatest political magnates
dealt liberally in corn balls. Disraeli, for
instance. Disraeli was not only a rogue,
he was an eccentric who curled his hair
into outlandish ringlets that fluttered on
his brow when he spoke: he was also a
corny sentimentalist about Queen Vie-
toria, who once a year sent him prim.
roses.

Perhaps
strikes a s
the old day:

Nixon, who disquiets us,
ark of yearning nostalgia for
in Britain—when the wicked
Lord Palmerston used to say, “we can't
go on legislating forever and ever,” and
Disraeli wore purple brocaded suits to
the House of Commons.

Okay, Adlai, We Know You're In There

7ITH coquettish blush and curtsy,

Adlai Stevenson has once again dis-
avowed that he is, or ever could be, a
presidential candidate in 1960,

Fervent Stevensonites, if perceptive,
will rejoice. Adlai is yet running true to
candidatorial form and as evervone
knows “reluctance” is one of the Iittle
niceties of political form in which he
takes particula ht Even as he made
his speech of acceptance in 1952, Adlai
sald he had prayed “for the merciful
Father of us all to let this cup pass from
me "

‘The routine nixing of candidacy some.
how reminds us of the joke. the punch
lines of which go something like this

“Come out!"

“No. I'm hiding""

“Come out! I want to kiss you"

“No. I'm hiding—in the closet™

Right now, Adlai is saying he is hid-
ing If by some chance the 1960 Demo-
cratic convention should nominate him.

we Adlai would reveal that he
is 2 in the closet.”

Not that we doubt his sincerity. His
habitual reluctance must be now rein-

forced by two rather disappointing trips
from
lie

the closet But it was Plato, we be-
who first came through with the
a that candidates who proclaim reluc-
tance with utmost sinc are usually
those most worth having,

From The New York Times

Ta be sure, this thing of candidates
throwing themselves “in the closet” to
guard their availability until forfune
sweeps their way i3 not without perils
“Silent Cal” Coolldge, whose political
philosophy was, don't act until the tide of
fortune laps at your doorstep. tried to
play the game from the White House

before the 1928 election

He then made his cryplic utterance,
[ do not choose to run for President in
1928 This for laconic Calvin Cooldige
was only an off-heat way of sayin I'm
hiding " Unfortunately, Horbert Hoover
had gained unstoppable momentum be-

fore it occurred to Coolidg
was hiding in
his availability
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or to declare
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HOARFROST

season when hoarfrost
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tal that came in
the damp, cold darkness and will van
ish in the first warmth of daylight Walk
across a lawn. and the grass underfoot
is brittle as spun glass. Scuffle a drift
of leaves and you are shattering deli-
cate crystal. Look at the newly riten sun
throtigh frosted branches and your eve
ie dazzled by the glint of ten million
prisms.
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The North Still Has Something To Learn From Dixie

By ROBERT B. HOUSE

Editors’ Note: “A feeling of
neighborhood” is the South’s
unlque achievement, says & dis-
tinguished  Tar Heel educator,
and (hat is (he great thing
the region has to teach the na.
tion and the world. These
lively motions about  Dixie’
heritage are condensed from a
recort nddress by the former
University  of North Carolina
* chanceilor.

THH Confederacy is not a lost
cause. It I8 an immortal

Greek tragedy with a Christian
conclusion: viz, spiritual triumph
through suffering think ~ the
South has something in this to
teach the North. And since the
North has clearly demonstrated
that it will not do without us, T

hope it will some day learn to

do with us, something it has not
learned in 300 years.
Gen. Lee, his Confederate sol-

diers, and the Confederate women
are the heroes and the heroines
of our immortal tragedy. There
w Just not enough of them to
i their point on the hattleReld
But their quality has made its
way into the American spirit. and
when that is lost, all America will
he lost oo,

They stood for three things
more permanent than nations
(1) Love of home, (2) Love of

CARL SANDBURC
The Conflict Was Inevitahle

Love of
talkers.

each other: and (3)
God. They were not
They expressed their spirit in
deeds. 1t was fhe talkers who
taunched the conflict they had to
endure.[n our day of confusion I

fear only the extremist talkers
who have all answers and
loudly give them. Some things
can he seen and fought for more
clearly than they can be ex-

pressed in words

“Young man, ys the hero
of Thomason's *‘Lone Star Preach-
er.” talking in ‘84, "When 1 came
up here In '61 1 had State's Rights
on my mind. I never gave much
thought to the politics of it. I'm
a minister of the Gospel when I'm
home. Now, I don't know, 1 hear
the boys talk. Reckon, if we're
fighting for anything, we're fight-
ing for Gen, Lee. A man's bound
to fight for what he believes in.
He's bound to keep on (ighting
that part of it's with him. But
whether he wins or _of—that's
with God. I reckon we'll keep on
fighting, while there's any of us
leit."”

MANY CABINS

The South had iis small quota
of pillared mansions. It had a
much larger quofa of simple
frame houses and log_cabins

“Father.” writes a North Caro-
lina soldier, *‘I have seen right
smart of the world since 1 left
home, but [ have seen nothing to
come up to Henderson Counly.”

Of course this is provincial. But
Hector was provinclal, Demos-
thenes was provincial, Clemen-

ceau was provincial, Gen. Lee was
provincial. A man had better be
sure that he now loves something,
fest he fool himsell with the idea
that he already loves everything.
At least Gen. Lee, the Confedsrate
soldiers. and  the Confederate
women saw to it that no Yankee
would take over without a fight

‘Didn’t | Meet You In Kpreu Once?’
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Constitution Means
What Courts Decree

Salisbury
The News
much talk ah

ul the

n Like the
5 Version of the Bib
it { the United §

The people w

of course,
in that first
nonsense. The Co
people made in

much

ition' that
1789 does not

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

A\'”i’”‘: gy

torious hate-m

It's Contagious
w [} 3

dlrect o
ups of

Secret Session
T Tkt

groips ¥ e
ward Flelds, ap antiSe

fence that  advert

mean foday what it meant then
hut it does mean what the Su
preme Court has said it meant in
the interpretations that are still
recognized in: the courts,

No one is the Consti-

tution thar t I am not
fool bound by the words of
men

—J. W. JEWELL

No Schedule-Hunting
Now In The Mornings

Charlotte

Hope  you continue the good
work. 1 T hadn't been one of
¥ subscribers  all these years
I wauld start now, just for this
section alone. But I enjoy the
whole paper.
—MRS. B.
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HOUSE
Is With God

ROBERT B.
The Settlement

Our homes are mot so much in
danger now from military inva-
sion as from the invasion of false
standards in religion, education,
and government, because church,
school and state are demoralized.
Once again the home is our rally-
ing point,

It is no virtue that the South
has always been short o the cul-
ture that can be taught But it is
a virtue that the South s long on

This Is The End

the coliure that cannot be taught
but can only be caught in a lon,

son o person feeling of neigh.

rhood. It is the wonder and
envy of outsiders that more peo.
ple, white and black, greet each
other with a smile and chuckle of
complete mutual understanding in
the South than in an other region
of like size in'the world. Perhaps
this feeling of neighborhood is our
most unique achievement and the
great thing we have to teach
America “and the world. Perhaps
it is a result of our tragedy. We
have seen folks stripped of every.
thing but what they couldn't lose,
We have had to make do with
this residue and have found it
lovable. There was no union be.
fore the war. The South fought for
its ideal of what union ought to
be no less than the North fought
for its idea. I have heard the
deeply humane poet, Carl Sand.
burg, say that the conflict was
inevitable. Certainly a clash of
ideals is never settled by human
contriving. The settlement is with
God who never seems to be in g
hurry.

STILL SMALL VOICE

‘While Gen. Lee, the Confederate
soldiers, and the Confederate
woman never talked much to man,
they did talk on their knees much
to God. And, better still, they |is.
tened Perhaps they can still {each
that to confused America, until
we can bear the still small voice
out of the present whirlwind.

AFinFor Mama

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS. Spain
()VE lime 1 aw a lady com-
plotely devoid of make - up,
and fled shrieking into the ken-
nels. whers | sat and quivered
hours, like a gun-shy dog. Sa
o cannol say that | am an
encmy of a litle rouge here, a
tauch' of lipstick there, a modi-
cum of atlention to fhe ersatz
wave. Even (leopatra couldn't
make it on asp alone. Sie needed
a soupcon of kohl to make her
wicked, little o' eyes. glitter
1 will hold still for a shinbone
thrust through the septum of the
nose, 1 U1 make the Ubangi
babes feel chiv, and a little betel
juice is permissible to redden the
lips of the afoll maid | have
steeled mysell o a pomt where
gold or silver nail polish no long.
er induces 1 although it
took some practice. Fourcolored
hair I can yo along with. and
blue mascara — and, so help
me, 1 once saw a gal with two

sets of eyebrows, ome straight
and the other slanted

BASIC DESIGN

There is nothing  wrong  with
the basic female design, but also
there is nothing wrong with try.
ing o improve what God has
wrought, Within the realm of rea-
son, that is. During " the shaggy-

hair-do-pale-mouth stage, my fin-
gers itched for a comb and a
solid tube of red lip rouge, be-
cause all the dolls looked rather
like rumpled corpses.

But I have alsc thought that
the falsie was a palpable fraud,
despite the fact that 1 have lis-
tened, fascinated, for hours to the
female justification of the store.
bought delusions of amplitude. The

girls say that most frocks are
cut on a basic bias of universal
plenty, and if a lass happens to
be built on the general lines of
Ray Boiger or Fred Astare, she
needs a little help. All right You

should pardon the expression, I
toss in the sponge.

LAST STRAW

But there comes a time to kick

down a siat. 1 have in hand an
advertisement headed : “Ready -
Made Magic — Now' " and 1 am
glad 1 cannot reproduce the il

lustrations. To be frank. it is an
advertisement for false derrieres.

The copy is loo repulsive for
words, but a brief precis s that

is you are kind of shingle-buiit
in the rear. you can now buy
foam pants o give

padded
v Monroe aspect

Flattery Enhincer
One = described as a secrel weap-
on, and 1 ]
real ' Have we
we must get slapped for pinching

Hothet claim:

e to ths, that

[ 3

a

[ 4
Shingle-Built?

foam-rubber which feels real? Al
ter donning the fanny-falsie. does
one control it with a girdle? One
wonders. but one does not wish
fo know for sure, because one can
only carry a complication so far.

SUGAR AND SPICE

1 will not reap a Nobel prise
lor this suggestion, but some peo-
ple have won It for less, Theorem:
A girl Is mainly a compound ol
sugar and spice and everything
nice. She is not supposed to be a
monument to the steel, rubber,
and nylon industry, Underneath
all that gunk, goo, camouflage,
and barbed-wire fence there ought
lo be some sort of remnant of the
fleshly personage which inspired
the tine about | want a girl just
like the girl that married dear old
Dad. 1 mean, you ought to be
able to tell the players, in this
case, without a score card.

PIG IN A POKE

1 shudder for the modern bride-
groom when he discovers, after
the bridal yashmak is off, just
what he has bought in the way of
A bride Today it is roughly like
purchasing ornate package
with practically nothing whatso.

ever inside By the time you've

lossed away the tinsel and bows,

the ¢ i and the marzipan,

e 15 very Jittde left of the ori-
cantenty

[ recommend a cerlain amount

of aid o obvious deficiencies, but
point is not to carry it too far.
in his right mind wants
N an ice.cream cone
wind up holding a paper clip.

Hate Front Meets To Form Third Party

Tohn Hamilton.
rahble-rouser, Gerald 1
e Beauharnais, fir
20's defunct W
e Lincoin Roc
sing man, son

n associate of the old
< th

te Circle League,

Underground Newspaper

blast"

Party.

reathing leader

youthiul
whose hoodes
carlivr) il

showed up

@ penc

mentioning

Front Man
All the indicted men are helieved to
be members of the National States Right
One of them
Griffin, is the party's Georgia organizer.
National chairman of the party is fum-
bling front man, Arthur Cole of La Fol

ger from Milw
1 colorful fi

fure was found along checked shirt, and full Biblical length
ed drawings of the Nazi beard

Though John Kasper holds no official

position in the new party. he is lookeeb

n as (s fuhrer and deserves further

I study.  Surprisingly, he comes from a

Steg Tl and moderate family background in_Mer.

a forthcoming “'big chantville, N J. and received a BS. de-

e at Columbia University Before he

ined national notoriety, he hung around

with a wildaved crowd in New York's

th Chest.
Kenneth Chester itts.

o

Greenwich Village where he was tagged
A drifter and a dreamer with a penchant
l;r riding pants, boots and

Curious Background

vell, antiSemitic lette, Tenn. Mrs. Edna Cowan of New An FBI investigation, directed
Rociwell Albany, Ind., is vice chairman and Ned Agent Edward Brandt, also discovered
philosnpher and Dupes of Knoxville, Tenn,, is secretary- hat Kasper liked to throw interracial
i = treasurer. parties and romance Negro girls—a curk
. o ous background for an archsegregation-
Cuyi:sh Co!e philosopher who first inspired
Only the “nation nt was the poet Esra
national rey ulatio; t who broad.
ment. He is Matt World War I1

rial because of

e some of the breeders of
met .secretly in Loulaville te

d party. What went on be
tiosed doors will be told in o
column,




