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West Berlin Glitters In Ulbricht's

BERLIN
HAT THE Kremlin wants is
this city,

Nikita Khrushchey's threats to
Berlin are most emphatically not
primarily intended to force the
West to recognize the East Ger-

an
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' The Mess In Metropolitan Mecklenburg

E “bumor" of Charlofte’s street
name duplications somehow escapes

s
1f the muddie amuses some it merely
;lrlghlem others. There is no laughter
<in local police and fire circles.

* A survey four years ago turned up
72 duplications. A new one by the
Chamber of Commerce has produced
more than 500 streets with identical or
“nearly identical names.

+ Let’s say you are a policeman or a
wfireman and there is a hurried call for
<help at a number of First Street. The
house may burn to the ground or the
urglar may get all the family jewels
while you dash from one First Street
to another. There are nine in Charlotte
“and the perimeter.

Or the sudden emergency might be
on Pine. Pine? What Pine’ There are
+five Pine Streets, one Pine Avenue, one
“Pine Drive.

.. The Chamber didn't even bother docu-
“menting the sound-alike names. For in-
stance, there are two Lee Streets and
two Lee Avenues. The Chamber neglect-
ed to mention that there is also a Leigh
Avenue. It's pronounced the same; only

the spelling is different

The City Council long ago recog-
nized the need for an orderly street
name system. But it hasn't hesitated to
duplicate more names on occasion. The
philosophy has been—actually expressed
publicly in January 1955 — that “one
more duplication wouldn't make a great
deal of difference.” That's nonsense.
Fach duplication compounds the confu-
sion,

1 anything, the situation just outside
the city limits is worse. There, street
names not only duplicate those in the
city but others in the perimeter as well.

It is not just a matter of holding the
line. Common sense demands that cor-
rections should be made at once in the
roster of existing duplications. There is
no satisfactory reason why there should
be nine First Streets, nine Second
Streets, four Third Streets, {hree Fourth
Streets and three Fifth Streets in one
metropolitan community.

The confusion is not funny. It is po-
tentially dangerous.

The time to straighten out the mess
is now, before it results in a major fire
loss or crime.

Passport - Misers Come Back For More

UR passport-parsimonious State De-
partment seems not to know where
to stop. It ran dead on one stop sign
from the Supreme Court last spring
when its chief, John Foster Dulles, was
told in effect that he could not withhold
assports on his own personal “discre-
tion.” While the Court did not opine on
the constitutional question of whether
travel should be restricted because of po-
litical belief. it did say that Congress
would have to draw up a uniform set of
rules on the subject. Justice Douglas,
writing the decision, spoke of the con-
stitutional “liberty” {o travel—which “we
assume Congress will be faithful to re-
spect.”
Already, it is clear that the State De-
partment will keep going. The real is-
sue, when the court denied passport dis-
cretion to Mr. Dulles, was that profes-
sional informants were by secret testi-
mony keeping people from getting pass-
ports. The State Department's security
chief and passport miser, Roderic 0'Con-
nell, appeared recently before the Sen-
ate Internal Security Subcommittee to
ask for legislation which would, in ef-
fect. allow the practice to continue.

Who are these “known Communists™
who have applied for passports? An em-
barrassed O'Connell confessed to the
subcommittee that they are people who
“would have been screened” before the
court’s ruling. He said he had been
“somewhat imprecise” when he de-
.scribed them as “known Communists.”

He produced a sample list of 30 con-
troversial passport applicants—including
such tiresome old time fellow-travelers
as Earl Browder, who ran for President
on the Communist ticket, and Anna
Louise Strong, American Trotskyite who
was booted out by the Russians them-
selves in 1855, There were a host of
unknowns who are “reported to have
been" ‘“described as” ‘“named as”
“alleged to have been" party function-
aries of one sort or another. Named,
alleged, described by whom? By the
“confidential informants" in State De-
partment employ whose anonymous ac-
tivity the court was trying to curb in the
first place, of course.

As in the case of the notorious Harvey
Matusow, who confessed that he had lied
in branding “known Communists,” these
faceless sources have more than once
proved to be profiteering shams. And
the fact remains that, Communist or not,
American citizens are being deprived of
passports for political beliefs—and those
not even substantiated.

The inescapable impression is that
Congress, if it bothers to give the State
Department the legislation would be
waving chairs at toothless lions.

The vast majority would. to be sure,
dash abroad upon receiving passports,
there to pluck eagle feathers, harmless-
ly, sophomorically, before admiring and
approving friends. The question is:
Would that be sedition — or entertain-
ment? Our guess is, entertainment.

‘Who Will Own The ‘Speed Of Light'?

S if Berlin, the Middle East, and
southeast Asia weren't bother
enough, another battle over territory is
careening down on us with the speed of
light. Literally.

We lay no claims to mastery of the
higher cult known as astrophysics, but
it strikes us that in all this controversy
about who “owns,” or will own, “space”
there is something missing. Finally it
dawned on us that the inter-stellar dip-
lomats are decades behind in their sci-
ence. Everybody with a lick of high
school general science knows that since
Dr. Einstein we no longer have just
“space” but “spacetime.”” 1In jargon, a
“continuum.”

Don't ask us for diagrams or formu-
las: it has to do with the speed of light
and comes much clearer in a limerick
we know

as a young lady named

d travel much faster

She departed one day,

In a relative way,

And came back on the previous
night

From The Shelby Daily Star

Who owns “space"? Indeed. who owns
“space-time”? Distances in outer space,
especially when you begin to get way
out there. have to be measured in light-
vears. Light travels (at 186,300 mile per
second) about 6,000 billion miles in one
year.

This jazzy information has drastic im-
plications for the owners of outer space.
Just suppose, for instance, that we
owned a hunk of outer space several
light-years away. From a position here
on earth, by the lime we kncw we owned
it we wouldn't really know we owned it
— if you get what we mean What in
the world. then. weuld you do about ag-
gression — especially “indirect” aggres-
sion” There could be no “massive retal-
jation:" for by the time some spotter at
Mt. Palomar d ed the aggression we
would have to dispatch a rocket ship fas-
ter than the speed of light (like Miss
Bright in the limerick | to put it down

Physicists generally believe such a
speed to be impossible. But fust suppose
the Russians get to tinkering with the
speed of light.

It has us worried silly.

m or to promote

German confederation, of fo pro-

duce another summit conference,

They are primarily intended to

secure the surrender of free Ber-
n.

One can guess the moment
when the renewed attempt on Ber-
lin began to be planned. One can
even imagine the conversation
that decided Khrushchev to act.
The moment was almost certainly
last summer, when the Kremlin
extended a huge credit lo the
East German government, in or-
der to help it get its economic
and political house In order.

By JOSEP H ALSOP

Khrushchey was reportedly rather
severe with the slimy Walter
Ulbricht, rapping him smartly on
the knuckles as he promised the
big loan,

‘DO AS WELL AS CZECHS'

“Really now,"” one can almost
hear Khrushchev saying, “‘East
Germans, you ought to do at least
as well as the Czechs, and with
all this help we're giving you,
you've just got to do as well."”

And one can almost hear Ul
bricht's answering wail: “But how
can 1 ever do as well as the
Czechs, when I have this cancer
on my heart that is free Berlin?"

The evidence for some such ex-
change is by no means imaginary
In every discussion Nikita Khrush-
chev has ever held with Western-
ers, one of the two or three
themes he has stressed most

The Ugly Duckling

HERg LOo=K

Security All Gone

strongly is the need to “reco
nize and accept the stalus quo
By this he means several differ-
ent things, but the first thing on
the list is eertainly recognition
and acceptance of the status quo
in eastern Europe.

GLITTERING FREEDOM

But the eastern European stat-
us quo can never really be “ac-
cepted” by the West, as long as
the West insists upon protecting
free Berlin; for the very simple
reason that the eastern European
status quo can never be truly
stabilized as long as this great
city lives in glittering (reedom in
the very midst of Walter Ul-
bricht’s drab slave state. For that
precise reason, Khrushchev calls
Berlin a *“cancer.”

The hemorrhage of refugees
from East Germany into Berlin

Surplus Stethoscope, Anyone?

PALAMOS, Spain
[ HAVE been viewing the bundles
under my Christmas tree
with grave suspicion, not to say
alarm, and 1 am afraid to open
them, because 1 can tell you al-
most o the tiniest detail what T
have received. Every pre-Christ-
mas I write a mte o Santa, fel-
ling him what I don't want, and
that is exactly what I get. You
may not believe it. but all of
these things are advertised as gifts
in the better slick magazines

For instance, T know 1 will have
at least one pair of electrical
socks 1$12.85) which will act as
tiny electric blankets and keep
my feet warm all day long, You
carry the battery in your pocket
and you can have glorious fun
giving yourself a hotfoot.

Then 1 will certainly get a pair
of cuff links made of gold teeth
(860) with a matching tie (ack
$27.50', You don't even have lo
send your own teeth

HAND GRENADE

For only $1.98, someone
to have sent me a make-
hand grenade
copy says: “Get a real bang when
you throw this replica of an Army
grenade, STARTLE EX-GI's" |
tell you, if 1 were an ex-Gl. and
somehody startled me wih one
of these things, I would take a
non-regulation stick and startle
the bejabbers out of somebody
else.

s0 1 ca

Drew Pearson’s

By ROBERT C. RUARK

1t's fortunate 1 have no rich
aunts, because the kind of aunts
my family breed would surely send
me an executive cushion, priced
only $110, which prevents execu-
tive fatigue by briskly massag-
fng your hack while you work. Con-
tains bulltin cyclo-massage mo-
tors.

TROPHY HEADS

There are some square boxes,
well wrapped, and I know what
they contain . . . female conquest
trophy heads, only $2.98, and you
specify the hair color. *“Handsome-
Iy modelled % life-size heads of
blonde. red-head or brunette beau-
ties are molded of skintextured
pliable plastic. Very funny be-
tween other hunting trophies. Who
said, ‘Bring 'em Back Alive? "
This Is a must, because I am a
big-game hunter, but what will
the elephant think?

Since [ also fish, somebody must
have been duty-hound to send me

2 Krafty fish caller. It weighs
only six ounces. Lower it in the
water near r bait. and it sets

up a wellnigh irresistible siren
song, sort of like '“Here fish
nice {ish" Couldn't live without
it

Same thing applies to the Giant
Crazy Clock which keeps pesfect
time but runs backwards, $7.98
If the clock keeps runming long
enough, you can literally turn
yoursell back to your date of

birth. provided you don't die first.

Then there is a long carton,
which instinct tells me contains
my own guided missile. Easily as-
sembled, the kit contains all need.
ed materi; includes six rocket
motors ant single-rail launcher
for §9.95. Rises. 1,000 feet at 150
miles an hour. then ejects para-
chute for safe return. What fun,
k.ds, there's a man next door who
just built a greenhouse,

NYLON TREE

This is @ fair sample of what
T will find under my nylon Christ-
mas tree inon - inflammable
$13.35) when 1 take wn eswug
eggnog lo give me toursge to
open up the loot, first securing a
Christmas tie with a genuine slide-
rule tie clasp $6.95) which en-
ables me 1o be an engineer and
also keeps my neckwear tethered
when I am playing with my gen-
uine imitation skeleton, $1.98, or

checking the TV set — it say:
with my sur plus US, Medical
Caorps stethoscope, $2.95,

If these ghoulish toys are in

my Christmas packages 1 am go-
ing to start having ¢ martinis
analyzed when Lhey flow from my
special martini fountain (o price
1ag

1 can remember when package-
opening time was real fun. Grand-
ma always sent handkerchiefs,
and a fellow had a real sense of
security.

'Drab Slave State’

is very serious, but It is not the
root of the trouble. Otherwise,
steps would already have been
taken to stop the hemorrhage, as
could quite easfly be done by
Draconian_police measures, The
often - silly Western propaganda
carried on from {ree Berlin is not
the root of the trouble either. The
root of the trouble is simply this
city.

CONTRAST

Anyone who has any doubts on
this point only needs to drive
down to the Branderhurger tor,
where slave Berlin hegizs, and
note the contrast between the ter-
rible greyness on one side of 'he
line and the brilliance and bustle
on (he other side. That contrast
cannot be hidden.

Those who have experienced
wartime internment know only too
well the first rule of all efficient
camp commandmants, If the in-
mates can made lo forget
there is any other way to live —
and they do forget in time if
they are not reminded — the
camp settles into its routine, how-
ever horrible the routine may be.
Walter Ulbricht is m¢ the
commandant of an unusually large
internment camp, which cannot
be made to seltle down because
of free Berlin, And as long as
East Germany cannol be truly
stabilized, Eastern Europe cannot
be stabilized either.

FIRST AIM

Therefore the surrender of Ber-
lin is Khrashchev's first aim.
However, it is by no means his
only aim. In particular, he also
aims to promote the fearful series
of other Western defeats and sur-
renders, in all parts of the world
from Europe to the Far East,
which would inevitably, remorse-
lessly result from the surrender
of Berlin, In this manner, as he
sees it, he will vastly assist the
course of history.

He has just finished trying to
help aut history, in the same way
but on a smaller scale, at Que-
moy. Surrender there would have
produced the same sort of results
in the Far East that surrender
at Berlin would have produced in

WILLY BRANDT
West Berlin Mayor

the world. But at Quemoy, Khrush.
chev and fis Chinese allies ran
head on into the fire of Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles.

WRONG CONCLUSIONS?

The Western alliance s
from presenting the same morio.
lithic appearance as the Chiang
Kai-shek - Foster Dulles partner«
ship. Dulles cannot make the de.
cisions about Berlin virtually
alone, as he made the decisions
sbout Quemoy, He has o carry
with him the British and French
and West Germans, Khrushchev
no doubt hopes that objections fo
firmness by one or another part-
ner will hamstring Dulles, Hence
Khrushchey may think he has a
better chance &t Berlin than at
Quemoy. Fortunately the signs i
date suggest that these calcula-
tions will finally prove wrong.

far

People’s Platform

Liquor & Gasoline
Will Not Mix

Editors, The News
] AM advised by ihe public that
as of past history there was a
rule or order by one of the de-
partments or Council to publish
the pictures of all drunks in
the daily papers. This was or-
dered out when a son of one of
Charlotte's top brackets showed
up. Now then if this idea of one
person is to rule then let's re-
quest our City Council to do this
i the interest of the public. Let's
try this putting the mugs in the
newspapers.

Chatlofte

I we have to pay for the space
Just add the cost to the crime,
so that the taxpayers won't have
to pay any part of it; and should
anyone have a son or daughter
who has to get drunk to drive an
auto, let him or her take the
medicine or stay quartered and
get loaded so he or she won't
endanger the public. For our
health, we shall request our state
legislature to enact a state law
with teeth in it.

We all know that liquor and
gusoline will not mix successful-
Iy, 50 let's try to keep them sep-
arated. If you haven't tried them,
give water and milk a chance.

—S. €. VAUGHN

Sen. Paul Douglas

Sucgeeds Charlemagne

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
OU HAVE written a most in-
tresting  editorial entitled:
“Please Save Us From The Lib-
erators.”

Professor Paul Douglas, 1 as-
sure vou, will keep right on trying
to reform us. Some months ago I
wrote Sen. Sam En
antics of Mr. Dou,
and 1 asked his advisability of my
writing Mr. Douglas in an effort
te “reform” his thinking a hbit
Sen. Sam replied that he didn't
think it would do any good lo
write the erstwhile successor of
Stephen A. Douglas of Illinais, the
present Sen. Paul Douglas. Never-
theless, 1 did write him, and re.
ceived a very nice letter in reply,
but Sen. Ervin was right. The
senator from Illinois lnoks upon
the South as a modern day car-

pet bagger sent forth o reform ug
overnight, or else.

About eight centuries ago Chare
lemagne, the King of The Franks,
set about to reform the world for
the Pope of Rome and he reminds
me & little of Mr. Paul Douglas.
Carlos the Great evolved the Holy
Roman Empire and such a lot of
reforming the world had never
seen. There was one great liberty-
loving segment of Europeans
called the Saxons, whose ideas did
not fit in with those of Charle-
magne, and history tells us that
he beheaded 4500 Saxens in one
bloody day. simply be iy
did not overnight change (heir
worship to that which he thought
they should, Of course, ke had the
blessings of the Pope and all was
well

1 suspect that Mr. Douglas would
have the blessing of several hij
ly placed persons if he could use
“the Jaw" on the South, sending
the bayonets again, or bullying
us into submission. or jailing us
outright for not becoming imme-
diately reformed. No, even old
Stephen A. Douglas who wanted
o be President something awful
had to see the South meet in con-
vention of its own and the cand
date of the left wingers of the
North with Stephen Douglas as
their standardbearer lost to the
newly reformed Republican Party,
because they had guessed wrong
abiout the South. The southern
Democrat in many ways is the
hope of the world but the Douglas.
es of Illinois have never seen it

al way.
— MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP

Book-Learning

lN New York, libraries for
schools are already estab-
lished. Now, although the ob-
Jects of these schemes are good,
I doubt the expediency and the
praclicability of carrying them
into effect. The common people
have no occasion for one half
the studies or sciences proposed;
and the time given to them
would be wasted on the greatest
part of the children 1{ boys
are to attend to hooks till they
are 14 or 18 years old they
will contract such a fondness for
books they will not readily leava
them for work.—Noah Webster,
“Letters of Noah Webster," ed-
ited by Harry R. Warfel.

Prof. Schwartz Readies Another Bomb

GET THE POINT? Merry-Go-Round
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