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Commissioners Answer A Big Need

LANS to turn the Mecklenburg Tu-
P berculosis Sanalorium into a hospi-
tal for the chronically ill are admirably
farsighted and humane

Action by the North Carolina General
Assembly will be necessary before the
switchover can be accomplished. But
County Commissioners deserve the com-
munity's commendation for preparing
the way for the all-important change in
the sanatorium’s charter.

This will not mean that any tubercu-
Iosis patients will he evicted.

It is simply a way in which valuable
facilities not used by TB patients may
be made available to meet another se-
rious health problem

The sanatorium is listed as a 120-bed
hospital and Dr. Dirk Verhoeff. superin-
tendent, says 100 TB patients can be
handled with ease. Only 70 patients have
been treated at the institution during
recent months.

Regardless of these facts. some op-
position has been expressed through the
years to any change in the sanatorium's
status. This has been due. largely, to
widespread public misunderstanding of

Sen. Ervin Shows His

the jcy moral gaze of the rest of
the nation, the South sometimes
takes on the face of a region full of tin-
pot fuhrers. Her fortunes in that re-
spect were mixed last week. There was
little trace of respect for law when Ala-
bama election officials defied a federal
civil rights commission on voting
But in the courageous and timely an-
nouncement by North Carnlina’s senior
senator, Sam J. Ervin Jr.. that he will
co-sponsor with Sen. Kennedy an anti-
bombing bill in the next Congress there
was cause for some pride. Sen. Er-
vin's power of statesmanlike discrimina-
tion has rapidly set him apart from
many of his more hard-and-fast, rip-snort-
ing political brethren from south of
Mason & Dixon. Ervin collaborated two
summers ago with Sens. Russell of Geor-
gia and Johnson of Texas, to support a
compromise civil rights bill which gave
an earnest of southern good intentions.
The inescapable principle to which Sen.
Ervin, a strong legalist, gave his en-
dorsement was that voting, the essential
right of any democratic citizen, could
not be tossed aside in the interest of so-
cial ideology.
His stand on the anti-bombing bill,
which lacked southern support when it

the situalion and particularly fo the fear
that TB patients would lose their Meck-
lenburg home close to loved ones. The
latest proposal, made by the health com-
mittee of the Charlotte Chamber of
Commerce and supported by other com-
munity leaders, should reassure patients
and their families that care now being
furnished TB patients here will not be
halted.

Hospital space is foo precious in
Mecklenburg to be reserved for particu-
lar patients who do not exist. At the
same time, the need for facilities for
the chronically ill is especially acute

Naturally, the two types of patients
cannot be mixed. But the sanatorium’s
physical plant can he arranged to take
care of both health needs without a
great deal of trouble.

If legal technicalities force a county-
wide vole on the malter at some future
time, we hope the public will exhibit the
same maturity and farsightedness their
representatives demonstrated yesterday
County Commissioners have scaled a
sizable mountain of tradition. In this
case, the view was worth the climb.

Statesmanship

bore the impress of a northern Democrat
alone, follows the same principle: To beg
Tenience in federal edicts against south-
ern race practices is not to condone an-
archic, barbaric and lawless acts. “The
bombing problem,” Sen. Ervin said. “is
neither purely local nor federal. Here
both local and federal law enforcement
authorities must cooperate to eliminate
such lawless acts”

Southernors abhor. as strongly as any
national group, the use of dynamite and
the hoaxes based on fears of bombings
which have occurred. Yet if it were left
to the timid consciences of some south-
ern politicians evidence of that fact
would be scarce. Fortunately. Sen. Er-
vin's conscience in the matter is not tim-
id in the least,

Blizzard

HE kids will hate us for it. but we

couldn't help noticing that sehools
were open in Oswego, N. Y, yesterday af-
ter ftheir 88-inch snowfall. They were
closed in several North Carolina ¢ounties
which reported a snowfall of three inch-
es or less.

A Season To Be Merry—And Beware

HE religious message of Christmas is
the promise of life Sponsors of the
Christmas Shopping Pedestrian Safety
Campaign are going to do all in their
power to see that Mecklenburgers keep
that promise
We're happy to he joining hands again
with the N. C. State Motor Club. WSOC
and WSOC-TV. and the Charlotte and
Mecklenburg police departments in pro-
moting the cause of pedestrian safety
hereabouts. But we're going to need the
help of everybody who crosses a street
or highway during the hectic days ahead
The danger of an accident is greatly
increased during the Christmas shop-
ping rush. Surveys reveal that the dead-
liest hour of the whole Yuletide season
is between 8 and 7 on Christmas Eve
when waorkers are husiling home to their
ilies. But there is no wholly “safe”
period as long as the sireets and side-
walks are full of rushing, packageladen,
distracted people. The revelers who have

From The Raleigh News & Observer

CRACK AT

ADY Astor foolish

4 things and somelimes wise ones but
either way her remarks are generally
jnteresting. Now. she takes off on one
of the cliches used by some so-called ex-
perts to explain human fault and fail
ure, particularly among the voung. ‘the
unwanted child ™

“T was the seventh of 11 unwanted chil
dren,” says Lady Astor with no more
than ordinary exaggeration for her. “and
until I kicked my brother or cheated or
lied 1 was never frustraled And then |
was frustrated all children
should be frus

sometimes says

As a Virginian. though for
member of the British Parli
Astor might have picked a
ample of the unwanted child v
self. Perhaps the superlative ex: la
was General Robert E Lee. And the
“unwanted child” business about him
was no mere sociologist’s supposition.
His mother documented it. Dr. Douglas
Southal Freeman quotes a letter she

wrote the month before Robert was horn
to a relative who was herself al
have a child. She sad
best wishes for your
and truest assurances

vour prospects nor
them "
No one has since ted t
was warped for life e
wanted. Other “unwanted childre
been among be tizons
times. Furthermore. the d kei
heme" explanation does not always suf

4

just emerged from a Christmas party
present an additional seasonal hazard
The secretary struck down in the rush
home may have heen the one standing
under the mistletoe a few minutes ear-
lier,” warn the safety savants.

But never mind the slogans. Just have
a care. And not just during the Dangzer-
ous Days. Make it a year-round habit

Mutual Aid

PUBLIC service advertisemen! on
4\ buses and streetcars in the nation's
capital reads as follows:
“His future and yours depends on our
colleges. Help the college of your choice
now.”

It's a fine idea and we hope the col-
leges, in turn, help the advertising copy
writers with their grammar. Plural sub-
jects take piural verbs,

A CLICHE

If Robert E. Lee's

home

fice
broken
was suf
ther's folly
while “broken
statistics of

. his fa-
Even today
enter into the
they

homes
juvenile delinquents,
enter also into other and better statistics

about juveniles
best of them.
Lady Astor has made a much needed
crack as one of the current superstitions
which now go under the name of scienti-
fic explanations. Other quick and easv
explanations. spoken so often with such
supposed erudition. need a little pin
k of commo: e every and
We are not going to solve
roblems of children, or adults eith
er by clutching at cliches even when
are pronounced by
high sounding degrees

including some of the

now
1h 100

they those with the
most

One of the big troubles about suc-
cess is that its recipe these days is about
the same as that for a nervous break-
down.—GREENVILLE PreoMonT.

A friend of ours took his talking bird

nto a bar and ordered a martini for
the feathered friend: He was arrested
for contributing 1o the delinquency of a
h. — MATTOON (ILL. ) JOURNAL-GA

line says an

she
to

won 18 awards
t cook a decent pot of turnip
AD A 1UA.) UBSERVER

People's
Platform

Charlotte

Editors, The News
I AM attaching a copy of a let-

ter which I wrole on Dec. §
concerning our son Bobby who is
now a patient at the mental hos-
pital in Marganton:
Capt. W. A, McCall
Charlotte Police Department
Charlotte, N. C.
My dear Sir:

1 wish to exiend to you our
sincerest (hanks and appreciation
for the wonderful, the hurman, the
fatherly. the Christian and cour-
ageous piece of work you did this
past week in comnection with our
son Bobby.

In fact, 1 am confident that had
any other ran in this world at-
tempted to talk Bobby into giving
up his idea of suicide and then at-
tempted to talk him into coming
back down that long ladder from
the top of those high towers that
he would have failed. Being firm-
Iy convinced of this fact then I
must say that we are grateful
to you indeed as we feel that you
actually saved Bobby's life.
anc that you did this at the risk
of your very own life. It was only
fatherly

your _ sympathetic _and

handling of him the day before
that caused him to listen fo your
pleading to give up his idea of
siicide.

Of course. il is awlully hard to
accept the facl that our boy is

mentally disturbed and must pos-
sibly tunderzo estensive and pro-
longed treatment before he is well
again. But with our firm faith in
God. coupled with the faith we
have in our prayers and the pray-
ers of Bobby's many friends, we
are looking forward already to the
day when he can return to us
and live happily with his little
family.

Since this is a case of our very
own son being involved and not
a case where “my neighbor" or
the “Inan in the next town™ is the
victim, 1 can asswre you that |
am deeply interested in seeing our
city make immediate plans to es
tablish a hospital or other prop-
er facilities to care for such pa.
tients, You are aware of the fact
that our local papers gave much
publicity about this possibilitv
only recently. T know too that
you yoursell are aware of the
fact that jail confinement is not
the place for such a person, not
even for one moment. In fact [
know that all law enforcement of-
ficers as well as the doctors know

s not the place for these
you fellows have no
choice in that you must profect
the patient from harming himself
and possibly others too.

Again T want {0 assure you that
I mysell. my wife and Bobby's
wife wish to thank you from the
hottom of our hearts for what you
did for Bobby and for us. 1 am
also taking the liberty of sending
a copy of this lefter to the news-
papers with the request that they
publish it for the following rea-

sons;

1. To let the public know what
a fine and gallant piece of public
service you rendered and to as
sure them that the City of Char-
Iotte is represented by one of
the most humane, the most sym-
pathetic and courageous officers
that 1 have ever had the pleas.
nre of knowing: 2. to let the pub,
lic know that here is one father,
a mother and & wife who can give
them first-hand assurance that our
city must wake up fo the fact
that we must get down to husi

Quote, Unquote

ness, regardless of the cost, and
prepare a hospital. clinic, or wing
of a hospital, or some fitting place
to properly house and treat our
mentally disturbed loved ones and
citizens. With God's help and with
more men with the sympathetic
understanding and fortitude that
you have this can be accom-
plished.

~J. T. PRICE

A Few Thoughts
On Animal Life

Salisbury
Editors. The News
AN animal may be as large as
“® a whale or it may be as
small as the disease germ. But
each animal iy a living breath.
ing and throbbing creature with
a life eycle of its own

These animals may have
great muscle power like the
whales, the mammals and some
others or they may have a kind
of cunning like the cat family or
a herd instinct like the wolves
and many others. Brain power
has been developed just enough
to take care of each animal’s
needs. Man's brain developed
more than most animals because
man was naked and helpless and
had to do more thinking

Many germs have solved their
problems by living in_the bod-
1es of other animals. They may
kill these animals and destroy
themselves in the process but
they had a chance to live and
to multiply for awhile

~J. W. JEWELL

Alabama’s Stand
Is ‘Outrageous’

Davidson
Editors, The News
RIDAY'S political cartoon in
your publication is. I think,
one of the most accurate por-
fraits of racial integration I've
ever seen,

Being from Mississippi, T never-
theless feel that Alabama's stand
is outrageous — not “rather sad™
as the President remarked

—BILL GODWIN

Four Councilmen
Have Done Well

Charlotte
Editors, The News
\Vll‘\T 15 government? Here it
is: We elect men to office and
they get together and wrangle,
tangle and mingle and what they
come up with is what they call
government for the people. Not
¥ the people, but for the people.
What you get is political govern-
ment but what are you going to
do about it* You put him in and
you just have to take what he
hands you—take it o~ leave it

The voters of Charlotte in 1957
elected a City Council by a ma-
jority. but the few seem fo dis-
like what the ruling Council has
done. When you get a majority
vote. we care but littie about those
that vote the other way. When
there is important business to be
dealt with, one or more council
members take off for parts un-
known. It is for one particular
reason: To say, ‘I did not have
any part in whatever it may be."
Then in other departments. we
find a lot of noise from tin can

Winter In The Air

HERE 15 3 wonderful, secret

thiall of some impending
ecstasy on A froen  winter'’s
nig The le eity. nn
matter how ugly its parts may
be, becames a proud. passionate
Northern pla rything about
it seems to soar up with an as
pirant, vertical ring Mg
nificence fn meet the stars -

Thomas Wolle.

8 (rees hec
\e in the

something to e mote mu
—Ralph Waldo Emerson
"0 see the pulse of summer

in the jee "—Dylan Thomas

“Winter lies 100 long in coun

try lowns; hangs on until it js
#tale and shabby, old and sul
len —Willa Cather,

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

“Winter. a had guest, sitteth
with me at home; blue are my
hands with his friendly hand-
shaking. Friedrich Nietzsche

“Dreams and predictions ought
fo serve but for winter talk by
the fireside "—Francis Bacon

“Every mile 1= fwo in win
ter “—Proverb.
“A sad fale's best for win

fer "—William Shakespeare.

“There is a time when, though

the sun be weak
s not bleak
th perfect and intolerable
ght
has the night
Yet put those ¢ o sieep

t do not wish to slum

When on the cily we know,

The pale, transmuting snow

Falls softly, in sighing flashes
tmmaculate, without num-
ber."

~Stephen Vincent Benet.

alley. . . Too many people stick
out their neck and should be pull-
ing them in.

T am glad that the Charlotte City
Council put a man in the chief of
police's chair who is, so far as
the public knows, looking alter the
job he was selected for. We are
proud to have four men on the
City Council who are not afraid
to do what they feel they ought to,
They do not nose around in a
type of work that is unbecoming
1o the Council job.

1 say to you that we now have
four on the City Council whom we
ought to keep on the job. They

P - S
Memo To Insurance Men

have done thelr job without fear
or favor. So remember .he four
who cleared the chiel's chair and

refilled it. . . .
—S. C. VAUGHN

Board Is Grateful
For News' Help

Editors, The News:

AT its last regular meeting on
Nov. 18, the board of trus-

tees of the Charlotte Commun-

ity College System adopted a

formal resolution expressing

thanks and appreciation to

Charlotte

The Gauntlet

Detective Thanked For Courageous Conduct

e organizations and Individuals
:gn levmenced interest and
worked in behali of Charlotte
and Carver Colleges in the re.
cent bond election. 1 should like
to convey to you this expression
of the board of trustees.

We are grateful for your con-
tinued inferest and support of
the colleges and hope that we
may fulfill your highest expec-
tations and ambitions for our
institutions.
= —J. MURREY ATKINS

Chairman, Board of Trustees
Charlotte Community
Calleges.

Who Can Afford To Retire?

PALAMOS, Spain
VER since | was a very young
man [ have been fascinated
by thase insurance ads that al-
ways run in the front of the
magazines: "How we retired in
15 years with X dollars a
month.™
The picture over the fitle al
ways showed a handsome, young:
looking gray-haired man, dressed
in sports clothes and smoking a
pipe or toting a fishing rod.
His handsome, gray-haired wife
was smiling at him. against a
backdrop of roses or palm trees
or speedboats or something con-
noting retirement
As T recall—could be wrong—
the first one was: “How we re-
tired in 15 years with 850 a
month.” Then it jumped to a

hundred a month, moved up to
onefifty, proceeded to two hin
dred,
bueks,

jumped  another fifty
and currently is: “How
d in 13 vears wilh
> HUNDRED  dollars a
manth *

UNHOLY ATTRACTION

Some unholy attraction drew
me to those ads The body of
the tvpe always said how old
Charlie was getting along. hadn't
saved any money, or lost his
dough in a biue-sky gamble, or
used up his savings on sickness
or death or education. All he
could look forward to was a
tired old age, plugging away at
the same old job, (None of these
people ever seems to have had
a job they liked )

But then one day while Char
lie was waiting for Peg or Nell
or gnod ald Grace to get dressed
for the movies. he idly leafed
through a magazine and came to
this ad ahout a person exactly
like himself, who had taken ad-
vantage of the insurance com
pa retirement plan and now
was living it up in Florida or
California without a care in the

By ROBERT C. RUARK

world, 8o good old Charlie
clipped the coupon, sent it
away, and got back a booklet
telling him how he. too, ete
So today Charlie's retired and
happy as the clams he digs

IT'S TREBLED

This is a preamble to the in-
disputable fact that the idea of
a gracious retirement has leaped.
in the past 20 years, from a hun.

The Price Of Gracious
Retirement Has Risen

’
dred to three hundred dollars
a month. The dream figure of
a safe old age has trebled

I always favored some sort of
systematic savings, myself, and
weighed myself down more heay
ily than I could really afford
as a voung married man and
added more as time and money
allowed.

DILUTED CURRENCY

The point
ed paying
in a postdepression economy
and confinued fo pay reasonably
hard currency in a gently mount
ing inflation. I am still paying
in diluted eurrency in an ever.
leaping inflation.

When my insurance conipan

s this: T first start
Id stantlard doljars

les decide to pay me off, when
I have finished the 20 payments,
they will pay me off in the cur-
rency of the moment, which I
will ‘spend at the rate of the
cost of living at the moment,
The gold dollars I paid out re.
turn to me worth less than half
their old value, and depreciated
even further in terms of what
they will buy in today’s market.
Is this fair?

PUNY RETURN

Through the years the insur-
ance companies have had the
use of your money, to invest and
fo lend at interest, and to hedge
the growing inflation by invest-
ment. They, in shorl. have gona
on with the times, and so are

not hurt. In effect, a man who
started an insurance estate 20
years ago is almost being paid
nsofar as the

have made

is concerned

A a month looked
£0od to me 20 years ago, If it
was money [ didnt have to work
for. 1t Jooks powerful puny to
day — possibly 4s puny as 300
will look tomorrow

CASE FOR UNCLE SAM?

I wpnder
men
B

hundred

since the govern.

it sticks 1ts nose into near-
e if some sort of

adjustment  should

not morally he made some

soit of prorating of the average
r by on

I realice Uns will make me
nds in the insurance busi
ery tme I pick up
nes 1 can't help but
that when 1 started
buying insurance, one hundred
bucks a month was thought to
be enough for good old Charlie
and Nell to live out their days
on, and, boy, look at them now

John Foster Dulles Is A Sick Man

= WASHINGTON ~ Hill had (wo doclors awaiting an emer- of President Adoifo Loper M these nine that ¥ # by his long
T ATO. statesmen who sit opposite  gency call, but: Dulles refused 1o sée was in pain during much of th ramhling defense of humself fn which he
; ohn  Fo. Dulles 1o discuss the them for fear word of his illness The secretary of state is now spouted anti-Semitic sentiments, showed
defenses of westorn Europe this weel  would leak out. He lived in the Amen: old, has traveled more than hall 4 mil- himself a man of violen! femper and
are talking 10 a sick but courageous man  can Embassy residence. with Milton Ei- lion miles since he assumed office, and deep prejudice.

Only his close intimates know that the senhower occupying a room nearby. Mil is entitled to rest. He has tald friends,

secrelary of state suffered great pain ton confided to friends that he worried however, that he would be bored stiff New Flag

uring his trip 1o Mexico, and was not

entirely recovered

when he got out of bed
to fiy to Paris

Secretary Dulles has

confided to fhese

friends that he's quite
red to die

ather than
er, h

Perseverance

cans at a
at the
hours

all night about Dulles' condition.

However. the secretary of state refused
to call off his trip te San Francisco
where he was scheduled to address the
Chamber of Commerce. He remarked to
a friend who tried to dissuade him that
if he was suffering from cancer
day or two delay wouldn't make any dif

ference in reaching the hospital
He Was In Pain
In Mexico City,

Dulles stood in
for more than an hour to greet
ception given in his honor

and also staod fer two
tional Palace in hoemor

then a

line
Ameri
for acquittal

if he retired and will continue in harness.

Atlanta Hate Trial

One of the jurors in the trial of George
A. Bright, the Atlanta architect charged
with bombing the Jewish temple
an ex-Klansman
this made no differenc
come—namely 2 hung jury

Stiff Penalty
The factor which caused the hung jury  for
was the stiff penalty :
onment or death
quittal. Nine jurors flatly re

Courtroom observers repor
himself was responsible for convine

a5
However, it's believed
in the final out-

Plo3

eithe:
The aite

After months of delay, the President’s
Flag Commission has finally narrowed
down its choice of a design for the new
40star flag to two patterns

One design would arrange the 49 stars
in a rectanguiar pattern of seven rows,
each with seven stars

Another Design
The other
ger the 49 states in a

proposed d

s iun




