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The Christmas

| Remember Best

(Sixth of a series by prominent Charlotteans)

They Were All The Best

By LEGETTE BLYTHE

Ever since The Charlotte News invited me to
write about the Christmas I remember best I have
been trying to select that one Christmas from the
more than half a century of Christmases I've had.

But 1 can't do it. Though
I have done a bit of travel-
ing in strange and exotic
lands, 1 have never spent a
Christmas in Paris or Cairo
or Honolulu or Istanbul. My
every Christmas, in fact, has
been spent right here in pro-
saic but to me delightful
little Huntersville, within half
a mile of the house in which
I was born, more than half
of them in the house in which
1 now live.
So Christmas to me—and
MK, BT my brother and two sisters
and the children—has always been centered around
the home and family. Among our fondest memories
of our parents was their enthusiasm for Christmas
and what it means.

One record I believe our family does have. I
doubt if another anywhere can match it. And
that is our being together on Christmas day. My
brother and I—Charles is four years younger to
the day—have had our Christmas breakfasts and
dinners together ever since he was born, without
exception. My sister Frances, Mrs. Charles Dudley,
had missed but one Christmas being with us and she
falked with us on the telephone that day. And

Rachel, Mrs. J. Mclver Jackson, the vounzcsl has

the

Unit officials say.

By BOB SLOUGH
News Staff Writer
Sub freezing weather has little effect
on the big-time commercial moonshiner
but to the small time operator it means
sad news in terms of cold cash
When temperatures drop to a frigid
13 degrees like they did last night the fer-
mentation of mash stops unless proper
precautions are taken to heat the mash
vats, Federal Alcohol and Tobacco Tax

Big-time liquor makers make arrange-
ments to get under cover, however,

Before cold weather sets in the com-

mercial moonshiner moves his operation

underground
here said tod:

their vats uni
cold weather
8. Nicholson

“It hurts
agent said.

The extremely cold weather may have
caught some of the smaller operators with

“Nobody was exactly looking for the
ing to one agent In the office of Charles
ATTU in North
“If the vats aren't inside a

building or underground the cold weath-
er will definitely affect the fermentation.”

or Into barns, ATTU officials

heated.

we're having now,” accord-
Jr., supervisorincharge of
Carolina.

the outdoor operations,” the

a “cave”

Most commercial operators allow their
mash to ferment in vats before putting
e it through the still that produces liquor,
the agent explained, and heat is an ele-
ment necessary to the !crmcnuunn pror»
ess. That's why
move indoors durlng the winter mumhs

Big-time operators set up their under-
ground operations by scooping out a hole
in the ground with a bulldozer and cov-
ering the top with logs and dirt. ATTU
men call the underground still covering

Bad weather, snow and ice also has

illegal liquor.

work cut out

1t's almosf

Cold Drying Up That Ol Mountain Dew

its efiect on the movement and supply of

ATTU agents said. It's une

handy to transport a load of liquor ever
a snow-covered road
l-,vrn though illegal liquor supply and -
time operations are affected by the
cold weather their

ATTU
for them.

t Christmas and the demand

agents have

for illegal liquor picks up about this time
of year.

1f cold weather continues, however,

the small-time illegal liquor maker is go-

ing to have t:

rouble meeting the demand.

We're Alone?

missed but two, In all our lives, [
four of us have had many Christmases.

And none of us has ever missed a Christmas with
our children.

That alone has made all our Christmases days
of delightful and tender memories.

We have a Christmas tradition, too, that I he-
leve Is unique.

We always have Christmas breakfast and Christ-
mas dinner—the middle of the day dinner—to-
gether, the whole family, the two brothers and
two sisters, their husbands and wives, the child-
ren, and here recently, to add a new delight and
tremendous enthusiasm to the season, the grand-
children.

Breakfast we have at our house. usually long
before daylight, and when the children were young
we were often through eating before 6 o'clock
We eat by candlelight and the meal has become
somewhat traditional—fruit juice, scrambled eggs.
grits mayhe, sausage or ham—and often it's Vir-
ginia ham from Esther's home up in Halifax Coun-

ty heyond Danville (Il give 'em a tin: it's going
to he Virginia ham this Christmas), hot biscuits,
blackberry jelly, and until they grew out of it

milk for the kids, and gallons of scalding coffer
for us older ones.

Then breakfast over, evervbodv piles into the
hig room (150 vears ago it was the drawing room
of our great. great, great uncle Robert Wilson over
in Hopewell and no doubt it has seen some wonder-
ful Christmas doings) and before a roaring fire
and a huge Christmas tree (brought from the woods
and not bought on a Charlotte lot, for getting the
tree and decorating it have always been an import-
ant Christmas chore) we give the Christmas pres-
ents

Usually the presents are all given out, the wrap-
pings have been consigned to the fireplace flames,
and the room has been restored (o a semblance of
order by 8 o'clock. Then we may get a short breath
er—we didn't in the days when the kids were
young—hefore going up to Frances' home for the
big Christmas dinner.

Her big house in front of the school was our
parents’ home where most of our childhood—all
Rachel's and all but a year or so of Frances'—
was spent. There in the huge dining room in which
the Christmas dinners of our childhood were won-
derful occasions of festivity warmed by family
intimacy and solidarity, we still have our big meal
—the turkey and dressing, ham, salads. vegetables
ambrosia—and truly fit for the gods—more hot
biscuits, more steaming coffee. We have wonder-
ful cooks in our family

After the Christmas dinner we begin to scatter.
On numerous Christmas afternoons we have gone
with the children to visit Esthers family in Vir-
ginia. Charles and Mac with their bovs have gone
to South Carolina to her mother's. But, usuallv
we are all back in time to have a meal, all togather
again, with Charles and another with Rachel

Our Christmases may seem a bit staid to some |
who crave the excitement of lively places and |

new faces But we like ours as they have been
through the years — simple, warm. loving and
loved—after the fashion of that very first one, we
dare to feel. and in the spirit of that young villager
whose day it is

So. for the life of me, T can't remember which
Christmas was best Thev have all been best

(Mr. Blythe is a former Charlotte newspaperman
who devotes full-time to the writing of books,
which have hroneht him national prominence in
the Nterary field)

Gift For Yule:
Bomb Shelter

WASHINGTON —(#— . A com
| mittee came up today with a de-

Y |sign for a build-it:yourself bomb

shelter costing $106.50. Its design-
ers said it would give you an 80
per cent chance of surviving a
| missile attack

| The dome-shaped underground
| hideaway is a key item in a civil
defense program recommended to
the Montgom County. Md.,
| council by its Civil Defense Ad-
visory Board

| Ellis A, Johnson, director of
Johns Hopkins University s opera-
tions research office, headed the
| county study. The Johns Hopkins
office does work for the armed
forces, ton

The committee called for a hig-
ger ‘information program about
| civil defense. It tound also that
the county's siren warning system
will alert only about 8 lo 13 per
cent of the people indoors, su it
| pushed for a cheap alarm that
| can be plugged into any electric
socket.

The biggest emphasis was
placed on a home sheiter simple
and cheap enough so almost any-
one can build it. The committee
figured the most people would be
at home after dark—the likeliest
time for a surprise attack—and
that four out of five persons in
the Washington area could sur-
vive if they are in fallout shellers
able to withstand a blast pressure
of at least 10 pounds a square
inch.

Basement shelters were ruled
out because blast could collapse
the building above, trapping those
underneath. So the committee rec-
| ommended a shelter nearby with a
‘!\l'lr entrance from the basement
and a tube exit into the open.
The shelter's top would be three
feet underground.

Under the proposed design the
basic building material would be
| earth mixed with cement and wa-
| ter

The most expensive item would
be the metal la
wood braces, al
piping and pump
at $23.60.

The air vent

uld be next

|

Other NC Cities
Feed Their Kids

By ANN SAWYER

News Staff Writer
Does Charlotte stand alone in North Carolina with its
problem of hungry school children? Indications are that it

does.

Mrs. Anne W. Maley, director of

um lunthroom program for the
Department of Public In-
m'uctlon. told The News:

“We have very few complaints
about youngsters not getting
meals where needed.”

The 1,800 Tar Heel schools in
|the .Natioral School Lunch Pro-
'gram served 86,341,435 meuls last
year, Between six and eight per
cent of these lunches were served
free to children who cannot buy
lunch, Mrs. Maley said.

WELL CARED FOR

“For the most part, needy hun-
gry children are pretty well tak-
en care of in North Carolina,”
she said, “One rule for the lunch-
rooms on the National School
Lunch Program is that lhty take
care of needy children.”

The lunchrooms in the program
— and almost sll in the state are
~— this year will receive about $6
million in federal commodities and
about $3.5 million in cash reim-
bursements (rom the state.

As a condition of accepting this
help, which must be used to re-
duce lunch costs for all childre
the lunchrooms must feed what is
called a Type A meal — a bal-
anced plate lunch,

Mrs. Maley said there can be
no exceptions to this rule in North
Carolina.

To offer less than a balanced
meal wouuld be to defeat the
purpose of the program. More of
ten, she added, it is the child on
the free lunch program who most
needs a balanced meal

COMMUNITY JOB

In other North Carolina school
systems,  Mrs. the
communities have accepted part
of the responsibility for supplying
free lunches 10 needy children

“It definitely is a community
responsibility when the schools
can't do it themselves,” she said

Communities have various ways
of meeting this responsibility

In several cities, United Fund
supports the program

Tn somie rural areas, Mrs. Maley
said, the people raise money
through community programs.
movies, talent shows, brunswick
stews.

Some of the city systems use
the same type of promations. and
often get support from men's or

women's service clubs, PTA’s. and
churches
As for the possibility of

See OTHER on page 2-A

s
Carl Eder Alter Arrest

Why, Oh Why?*

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (®—Thomas Penderga

chair at the palice station
mouth opened and shut seve
times but no sound came oul.| The 6-foot3
Finally he blurted: “I ... 1 ditn't| geseription had
want to, Tom." "
The meeting between Pender- ‘d‘
gast and the 16-yearold runaway §
New York youth e had |mnemeu\w, -
came Monday night after Eder|c. or def
had been captured in a beac n‘mm o e
| community a few miles north of Fart ha
San Diego.
l‘w ice had been looking for hi
Friday when the bedies of| "l

HORT FIGHT

flipy

rs. l, Pendergast, 37, and ber | quol
llour children were found in their| 4
home. The mother had been shot. | ;.

(From AP Reports)

John Richard Gilmore, 19,

paid a $15 fine in a Springficd

Mo., court for stealing nine old

tires valuea by the owner at
$18

But police figure Gilmore still

| made crime pay. He had ped-

dled the tires for $137, officers
sai

Request Honored

“Don't send me to county
:

pleaded Duke Collins
veteran of many arresis.

—THE LIGHTER SIDE—

Crime Pays, With Discount =zt mere =

can’t stand the smog down-
town." So a Los Angeles judge
who had found Collins gulity of
drunkenness, sentenced him to 30
days in the city's smog-free jail
in the San Fernando Valley

She’s Welcome

A Philadelphia traffic police.
man found time for a bit of
Christmas courtess
Mrs. Mary Const
age-laden, wait
to cross the street, Finally the

| confession fram
gast picked up

because he felt
They said Ed

bedroom an:

policeman held up traffie to per- ﬂmr cutting

mit_her to cros [
“Thank you, officer,”* she |GETS PISTOL
called out w | Mrs. P
“You're welcome, laxpayer,” | " Loq

was the reply
bandage

a doctor
Eternal Hope
A letter to Santa Cla
at the Newark, N. J
fice. made st of no
requests, and concluded w
get ost of these
] mx 1 will try again |
next. ye |

lb\A

hun!
x]i\ <d 9, and

P b i
R - g -"-"D..

Father Confronts
Slayer Of Family

was recognized by

d killed Mrs Pen<
dr‘ :\\' and the childr

m as sa

woeks ago and t

Sea FATHER oo page A

Hold Hope

PARIS (®—The Foreign

but held out the possibility of
Union on East-West problems.

The Western leaders agreed,
however, that such talks could not
be successful under the threats of
any Soviet ultimatum on West
Berlin

U. 8. Secretary of State Dulles
told his colleagues in the North
Allantic council that Soviet Pre-
mier I(hrushchev will not risk war
over

confidence,” Dulles asserted.

mile.

majority of the I5 forelgn mi
ters agreed with Dulles’ position,

this way:
“Soviet Premier Nikita §.
Kbrushchey'’s proposals are unac-

lateral violation of international
agreements.
that it is always ready for discus-

Soviet propaganda,” Dulles said.
GERMANS JUBILANT

(AP Phototax)

lantly by the West Germans.

said German
Felix von Eckhardt
The ministers decided

the Big Three after the
sessions to determine

from Khurshchev
The keynote of the

session, the NATO spokesman

sald, was “the complete and un-

ast stared at the
the three powers

ks are essential 10 a solution
of the Berlin question which is a
not just o German

"l'hmfnu we can procesd wg:

“We must not give an appear-
ance of success to a bold and
reckless move. In this respect he
(Kbrushchev) is like Hitler—if we
give him an inch, he will take a

A NATO spokesman said the

He described the broad lines in

The West is agreed [12:50
iloni nn the reunification of Ger-

'lhr allies are strong enough
not Lo be frightened by threats of

The outcome of the short open-
ing meeting was greeted jubi-

"It was a first rate meeting,”
press  spokesman

there
would be further consultation by

NATO
how to
frame replies to the Berlin notes

qualified solidarity of the alliance| Sgt

NATO Ministers Reject
Reds' Ultimatum On Berlin

For Talks

On East-West Issues

Ministers of the Atlantie pact

countries today flatly rejected Russian pressure on Berlin

high-level talks with the Soviet

Man Admits
Killing Student

BERKEI®Y, Calil.—n—A Ger
man physics student was shot I
death in a University of Califor-
nia laboratory today and a cam.
gun policeman captured a jealous

wshand who admitted the killing.

The victim was Wollgang L
Marx, 26, identified by & campus
spokesman as a German citizen
from Herrnhut who served two
years in the U. 5. Army as an
electronics technician in the Far
East and came to the University.
from New York. He had been a
research assistant and student at
the university,

Captured was John W. Hamp-
ton, :’l who said he was unem-

ceptable. The West must stand | ploys
firm and cannot tolerate the uni-

Three janitors in Le Conte
a physics building, heard shots at
am. and one of them saw
@ man run out. Another, looking
out a window, saw him vault a
railing into an eight-foot light
well, then climb out and flee.
Police found Marx dead from
“at least two bullet wounds."
Anthony Santana of nearby
Pittsburgh, a janitor, led Police
Sgt. George T. Martin to the light
well from which he had seen th
gunman ';I;e Martin, hearing a
noise in weII found a;
tured Hampt; by
Hampton -dmuled the killing,
artin said, accusing Marx nl
“messing around with my wife."
Hampton offered no resistance,
He was quoted as saying he had
dropped the death weapon, a .23
automatic, when he vaulted into
the light well the first time. He

morning|drove away from the campus be-

fore discovering its loss and thew

returned for it, he added.

Martin found the pis
tol. Other police found five dis
(h Ked cartridges at the scene,
Hampton was not placed under
formal arrest immediately.

Our Weather

Sunny, with slowly rising
temperatures, today and to-

lanky, =——ly-faced youth who had just confessed \la\uu‘“l support  of
Pendergast’s wife and four children principally responsible for Ber-
“Why did you do it?" he———————— | Germani Prei
umed. *“They were all I had in Yer. Heliich e s
geroanec e 3 and stabbed | ter Heinrich von Brentano also|
; L H e Tk ines up in support of future talks
Young Carl Lder slunped in hisWith a kn he R He said these

whose | world problem,
been widely br ‘ European concern morrow. Fair and cold mmghv
» IFe owever, von Brentano said the Low this morning
<! af t ultimaturn first be|  Low expected lomghl 15
oliceman | fatly turned down High yesterday =

Dulles recalle

After
v summil conference

a b

Idren

| “It would be grotesque to sug
gest that a new agreement could
|be erected on the wrec
the old.” he said in re

his captors

ed

etailed | Soviet th t |
the youth Pender- | their p Bestiny agree]
as # hitchhiker six [ ment

home| Dulles appeared belore the

NATO ministers with a prepared
m_he | map showing the demarcation line
L in Ger:

s01

her hrother

itting their ats

knife. And when
, 6, came home

kage of

g

High expected today ____ w
High expected tomorrow - 45

More Weather Data on Page -4
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