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Editorial Book Revie

How The United States Fell Behind

S.A—SECOND-CLASS POWER? By
Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson. Si
mon & Schuster. 334 pages. §3.95.

1S inescapable that this book will
arouse a great deal of criticism,"

wrote Drew on and his chief as
sistant, Jack Anderson. in their foreword
to 1.S.A —Skcoxp Crass Power?

It was perhaps the most artlessly con-
trived understatement of the vear

Before the manuscript was even de-
livered to the printers, the Eisenhower
administration had wheeled up its heavy
artillery to lay down a barrage of con-
centrated fire on the authors. Much of
the material, in one form or another.
had already appeared in Mr. Pearson’s
syndicated column. In sum, It was a
damning indictment of apathy in high
places—hardly calculated to win friends
and influence people in the White House
family

It didn't

For Pearson & Co., this was normaley
revisited. In 28 years of reporting. the
spunky Washington columnist had been
in and out of more hot water than an
S&W dishwasher. Franklin D. Roosevelt
had once called him a “chronic liar" and
Harry 8. Truman, in a moment of charac-
teristic candor, had dubbed him an
“S.0.B" Presidential Press Secretary
James Hagerty was only a little less
clinical.

~

e
I‘OR all his faults (and they are sev-
eral). Mr. Pearson is a superb dig-

ger for information in the tradition of
many of the great reporters of the past

If he were in the pay of an unfriendly
power. heaven help us all. For he is
essentially an intelligence agent of enor-
mous cunning and a fine instinct for
the jugular. His best work has been
in ferreting out fraud and deceit in gov-
ernment and he has dealt with both
Democratic and Republican corruption
with impartial fervor.

Occasional lapses in the handling. eval
uation, and cataloging of the facts he
uncovers have robbed him of the public's
complete confidence at times. But these
lapses have resulted more from over-
eagerness than anything else

USA. — Seconp-CLAss PowkRr® re-
flect's Mr. Pearson's growing interest in
America’s “downhill skid in power and
prestize” since the Soviet Union
launched its first sputnik a year ago
this month. In column after column dur-
ing the past 12 months, he has shown
how official shortsightedness, indecision,
budget-cutting, internal bickering and
business rivalry have carried us peril-
ously close to second-class status. Now,
in 334 pages. the evidence has been
gathered together in a single bill of in-
dictment

The result Is a typically Pearsonian
effort. It is brisk, fast-moving, at times
even melodramatic. There is nothing
particularly profound about the reason-
ing or the conclusions offered. The read-
er knows the deck is stacked against
the administration before he deals the
cards. It is melodrama without suspense.

-

.
villain in the
piece. The Pentagon, the McCarthy-

HERE is no single

ites, the budget-cutters, the press and
others all share some of the responsibili-
ty. And it is President Eisenhower him-
self who, in the minds of the authors,
deserves one of the larger booby prizes
of the decade.

“Perhaps as much as any other fact.”
they write. “the reasons we fell behind
Russia go back to the personality of the
Commander in Chief. He too wanted to
be loved. And during the course of his
military career in Europe and his cam-
paigning for the presidency. he had
built 'up a public love and devotion and
prestige that amounted to a father image
Because of that image and because of
his long service in the army, the na-
tion trusted him. He could do no wrong
They did not know that he was compla-
cent. easygoing, unwilling to spend long
hours of grueling grind which any Presi-
dent must spend if he is to

tion. That Dwight D. Eisenhow
not willing to do these things
honestly believed he could serve as a
part-time President. that he did not havi
the courage to deal forcefully with his

old buddies in the Pentagon or the bud-
getcutters in the Treasury Depart-
ment is one of the chief reasons why
the United States finds itself in the grav:
est danger in all histor:

But not even a President can drag a
whole nation down from its pinnac
postwar power and presti Before 1t
tumbles, a nation must be ready te
lax. must be ripe for the kind of fat
dripping apathy that can infect the hu
man 5pirit. Rather than struggle to re-
tain and increase its power, America did
a strange and uncharacteristic thing, say

From The Kansas City Times

Drew Pearson

Messrs. Pearson and Anderson. They ac-
cepted a kind of tyranny.

“Whereas the Kremlin relaxed its tyr-
anny to spur its men on, in this free
country a tyranny of rank and protocol,
of red tape and budget worship holds
its best men back. It's a tyranny of lazi-
ness, ignorance and complacency in high
places: of political opportunism and cy-
nicism; a tyranny which places vote-get-
ting above national security ™

e

HE authors of US A —Skconp Crass
Powen? are at their saucy best
when thev abandon philosophy for re-
porting The book is crammed with back-
stage views of an administration in dis-
array There is the absorhing story of
how “Operation Farside” was concocted
on paper napkins in a Rome restaurant
by three young Americans “filled with
Chianti and calories” It probes indelic
cately into the case of Col. John Nick-
erson whose “leak™ on U.S. missile pol
icies led to his court martial. There is
a thoroughly delightful chapter on “The
Bull in the Military Shop”—former Sec-
retary of Defense Charles E. Wilson who
woke up one morning to find himself
the admimstration’s whipping boy for
the missile lag
In probing into the relationship be-
tween hig business and big government
the authors are at their boldest. Tt is the
contention of Messrs. Pearson and An-
derson that vested interests stood in the
way of the kind of all-out efforts the
country needed to stay ahead of the
field in missile-making and other critical
areas of defense production. Mr. Pear-
son has never had many kind words to
say about the aircraft industry and he
is barely civil at all in US.A.—Seconp-
Crass Power”
e
HE book suffers from the fact that
it is so loosely tied together and
the fact that the authors areso confound-
edly self-righteous at times, And, from
this distance, we find it difficult to be-
lleve that life on the Washington Merry-
Go-Round is just one hig game of cops
and robbers or cowboys and Indians
There must be some good in the bad
guvs
Still. there are enough hard facts pres-
ent and accounted for to disturb the
sleep of many an American for many a
moon
As Marquis Childs,
columnist, has written
“The net effect (of the book) is a
powerful indictment and it cannot be re-
futed by mere denials.”

another  NEws

] UT what are the alternatives before
the

> nation today now that its “down-
hill skid” has been noted?

“Any cold Iysis of the American
position in the world today must reach
the unpleasant conclusion that we have
three alternatives’’ write the authors.
“We can precipitate a preventive war
and hope to win it. We can reconcile
ourselves 1o becoming definitely and
permanently a second-class power. Or
we can tighten our belts for a long and
self-sacrificing attempt to prove that
capitalism is befter than communism;
that our science can be better than com-
munist science, our education better
than communist education, our dedica-
tion more determined than that of the
Soviet Union."”

The choice is fairly obvious

ingredients of greatness have
not of the bones of the Amer-
ican people. They are equal to at chal-
lenge f Y know They
have rise great heights during erises
of the They can rise again

REFUGE OF THE EGGHEAD

JOW we know why there are so many

' small cars running around our
streefs. The Washington correspondent
of the Paris newspaper, Le \Io\nr calls
it thé “egghead's revenge.” The fellow
says that so many thousands of Ameri-
cans have purchased the small vehicles
because they want to be nonconformists,

intellectuals and simply “different.” In
other words. Americans grasp for small
cars in an otherwise encroaching world
of conf ity. All of which is very inter-

z. particularly to
ho right along had be ¥
bought small cars simply to save on the
gasoline bills,

some

eggheads

The Great Switcheroo Goes Cuckoo In California

By MARQUIS CHILDS

SAN FRANCISCO
Tllli California  campaign is
surely one of the weirdest in
American political history. It
finds the Republicans bewitched,
bewildered and beguiled, while
the Democrats, who have long
been the skunk at the garden par-
ty in California, are anticipating a
thumping victory that may ex-
tend from top to bottom.

Hardly an example of represen-
fative self-government at its best,
the Republicans seem in retro-
spect almost deliberately to b
mmn away their chances of suc-
this in two ways,
Mlh of which relate to the ambi-
tions of Sen. William Knowland.
land

THE GREAT SWITCHEROO

Minority leader of the Senate
with a distinguished national rep-
utation. Knowland could probably
have gone on being re-elected to
the Senate indefinitely, But be.
cause of his presidential aspira-

tons, or so it was believed, he
wanted to be governor, and this
meant side - tracking Goodwin
who wanted nothing so
0 be reelected
to the governorship for another
term.

‘PROPOSITION 18"

But Knowland had his way and
Knight was compelled to consent
to the great switcheroo. The final
heat was applied by Vice Presi-
dent Nixon, and. while he is the
darting of California's fat cats
who turn up at fund-raising din-
ners wearing “Dick in ‘60" but-
tons, the rank-and-file Republi-
cans do not absolve him from
blame for the catastrophe that
seems certain to oceur.

In the second place, Knowland
wanted to certify his reputation
as a copservative. He woild thus
become the choice of the power-
ful right wing of his party and
go forward to prove that a con-
servative could be President of

People’s Platform

Mr. Clark Shows
No Skill In Debate

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

THF WRITER is provoked to
express some reactions (o the
Jonas - Clark so - called debate
on a local television station. It
was something of a revelation to
witness one party to the debate
read, to himself, a prepared
speech which under ordinary de-
bating procedure does not de-
mand a rebuttal
A real debater with conviction
and devotion to a cause would
preunl his case without a script
d would assemble his facts in
a lumd and logical sequence —
delivering his argument with some
physical gestures that indicated
his sincere belief in his subject.

It is regreitable that the Dem-
ocratic participant apparently
made no use of his experience
in the legislative halls at Raleigh
to train himself in the art of de-
bate 80 necessary to persuade ac-
ceptance of his ideas

My conclusion is that he is no-
where near capable to argue in
our national Congress for the peo-
ple of the Tenth District of North
Carolina and the nation in gen-

eral, and his chief usefulness
there would be to proclaim his
party right or wrong, but still
yes for the party.

The limitatlons of television
were kind to him. He did not

have to stand on his feet

The writer failed to observe
any report or comment in your
newspaper on the debate,” an
event we consider would be news-
worthy and of interest to the vot-
ing public.

— GEORGE 0. BASON
Let's Let In A
Little Fresh Air
Lincolnton

Editors, The News

DON'T think there's any doubt

now but what we have a clear-
cut fight between a Democrat and
a Republican in this congressional
race.

Jonas has been in Washington
six years now and has done noth-
ing whatever but be against
things.

1 think we'd better let that
erowd in Washington know we're
not so strong for the way they've
been running things.

Let's let in a little fresh air

It's time for a change.

— WILLIAM J. ROBINSON

"Motor Pool’ Issue
Deserves Clarifying

Charlotte
Editors. The News
lR JONAS in his
speech Monday  fo

was not \
bul was a bill which had been
the previous session
re he was even

However, Mr. Jonas did
really undertake to or this
charge. He did not deny it nor
atfirm it

1f he did oot conceive the hil

s ;J\ served as an errand

hoy i introducing it, then 1 think
e RRRR v on. (s public for
him to claim eredit for it for po-
litical purposes

ink this ane r b
pty little to show for' six years

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

in Congress anyway, even if it
were his idea alone, hut what
I'm getting at now Is a matter
of morals.

A lot of people I've talked with
would like to hear Mr. Jonas say
for cerfain whether or not the
bill was his idea. He has man-
aged so far to avoid dolng that
for the p.m four years
MELTON OR\IA\D

Mecklenburg Needs

Its Own Solicitor
Charlotte
Editors, The News

T THE present time, a con-
X corted effort is heing made to
insure for all time to come that
Mecklenburg County will never
have a full-time solicitor, and In
addition thereto, to insure that the
part time solicitor which we now
have will always come {rom Gas-
ton County, This effort is in the
form of an endorsement of the
present solicitor from Gaston
County which is being circulated
among_the lawyers of Mecklen-
burg County in an effort to ob-
tain their signatures upon the en-
dorsement. At the same time, a
tremendous amount of political
pressure is heing placed upon
these Mecklenburg County law-
yers to ohtain their signatures
upon this endorsement.

Between these fwo counties of
Mecklenburg and Gaston, which
compose the 14th solicitorial dis-
trict, there are 32 weeks of crim-
inal Superior Court held each
year, Of these 32 weeks of crim-

inal court, 24 weeks are held in
Mecklenburg County, and eight
weeks are held in Gaston Coun-
ty. This means that the great

percentage of the work load in
the criminal Superior Court of
this district is located here in
Mecklenburg County. Yet, the so-
licitor comes from Gaston County,
And there is a reason why this
is true. Many years ago, the
Demacratic party chiefs of Meck-
lenburg  and Gaston Counties
made an agreement to the effect
that the solicitor would come
from Gaston County and_the
Judge from Mecklenburg, The
purpose beliind this was to pre-
vent any conflict belween the
Democrats of the two counties
and thus to insure that a Repub-
lican would never be elected to
this office. This was further in.
!mcd by the fact that Gaston,
avily Democratic county,
was attached to Mecklenburg in
the 14th District. If this agree.
m('nl ever had any validity, which

ery seriously questioned, it
SIS, o be completely disre-
garded because in 1955, the North
Carolina Legislature made Meck-

lenburg o separate judicial dis
trict, and pul Gaston in a dis-
trict with smaller countic The

net effect of this was that Gos.
ton now has its own Superior
Court fuige. ' Howve, . Gaston
was \ll] attached to Mecklenbu

in the solicitorial district in or
der to prevent any one other than
a Democrat from being elected to
this. office.

urs

In this coming election, we have
2 very capable and efrcien at

law Charlotte
rinbiag for, the office
solicitor in the per

son of B. Kermit Caldwell. 1f he
is elected, 1 feel sure that we can
be assured that the next legisla
wire will redistrict Klenby
County and Gaston County so as
10 make Mecklenburg a separate
solicitorial district because
aill then be no further pe
reason for having these (wo cd
es in one district

— CLARENCE C. RHODES

the United States. The senator
chose to stake his campaign for
the go\emor:hip on a rightto
wark proposal outlawing the union
shop in California, and this is now
Proposition 18 on the state’s com-
plicated ballot.

However sincere Knowland’s mo-
tives may have been, the net ef-
fect was lo stir a tremend.
ous Interest among liberal-labor
voters in knocking dowwr Proposi-
tion 18 and at the same time the
man who champions it. Big busi-
ness is pouring millions of dol-
lars into the state for TV, radio
and billboards hawking right-to-
work. One consequence is that the
GOP treasury was, prior to Nix-
on's fund-raising efforts, piteously
bare. Big !abor is pouring in even
more millions to defeat Proposi-
tion 18.

KNIGHT ON COATTAILS

Opposing the righttowork
amendment, Knight is dolng his
best to detach himself from Know-
land. They do not speak to each
other except on such conspicuous
public occasions as the visit of
President Eisenhower to the state.

Since there are sober estimates

that Knowland's Democratic op-
ponent, Edmund G. Pat) Brown,
will win by a majority of up to
a million votes out of 3,000,000
cast, Knight is doing his best to
ride the Brown chattails, On the
basis of the labor support he has
had in the past his backers have
organized the “Labor League for
Knight and Brown,” and a mil-
lion pieces of literature identifying
the two as friends of the union
workers are being put into the
mail

COZY TENT GONE

With this strategy Knight is giv-
en an outside chance to win, In
the past Californians have been
adept at voting for individuals
rather than party labels. His op-
ponent is Congressman Clair En-
gle, who has been putting on a
lively and effective campaign. At
the same time that Ear] Warren
was being re-elected governor of
California by a majority of a mil-
lion, the Republican attorney gen-
eral went down to defeat and this
is considered by the Knight forces
a hopeful precedent.

Incidentally, it may appear in
hindsight that the most single sig-

nificant political act of the Eisen-
hower administration was to take
Warren out of California and make
him chief justice of the Supreme
Court. Warren's moderation and
his political understanding fit
this booming state like a cozy
tent. He appointed Knowland to
the Senate and it was thanks in
part to his hold on California that
the Senator won re-lection six
years ago by a record majority.

Unfortunately, in what appears
to be desperation Knowland is re-
sorting to what was called in an-
other Rtpuhhcm campaign  the
“hack street” technique. He is at-
tacking Democratic national com-
mitteeman Paul Ziffren for an al-
leged business connection with a
Chicago gangster named Green-
herg who was killed in 1955. What
this has to do with the candidacy
of Brown, who is careful, cautious,
conservative-minded, is not clear.

A year ago Nixon talked with
considerable candor of the threat
to the party for 1960 in losing
California, the last big state on
which the GOP had a firm grip.
That is today a very real peril
and it is no consolation to Re-
publicans to say that they, or ra-
ther their leaders, asked for it.

‘That's The Return I've Been Afraid Of'
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Rockefeller Calls His Signals

By DORIS FLEESON

W YORK
TTHAT both Rockefeller and Goy-
ernor Harriman are trying
to get into position to run for the
presidency has been an accepted
fact, It also has been apparent in
recent weeks that the vigorous Re
publican challenger from the oil
empire created by his grandfather
was_ giving the ineumbent Demo:
governor from the Union
c a hard run,
The pros are hedging their bets
today on (hat contest. They fecl
. I be

unstrably stronger than

epublican, But it is obvious
often-sullen silence of the

voters is ominous for any incum-
bent officeholder strongly -

lenged by a fresh and articula

LOCAL NECESSITY

is disassociating himself
acting head of the na
y. Rockefel
mifted it and

to beat Har.

Their story is that
riman, Rockefeller must have the
votes of independents and liberals

GOV. HARRIMAN
May Pull Through

for whom Nixon is a bad word.
They stress that personally Rocke-
to have Nixon's

but that po:

A time
e hut to keep
I\‘- di

NIXON CALLS SIGNALS

stance.

G

many
als in this
which
opin-
[t is

ts and liber
er of communications
,,..\.mm influences pul
jon, Nixon is o bad word.

pends

g )
WE W\\ﬂuwb R’”g

true that they have turned against
Harriman because he failed to ef-
fect the nomination of former
Air Force Secretary Tom Finlet-
ter for the Senate, Rockefeller
would be foolish to embrace Nix-
on with any public fervor.

Still, Nixon is the Republican

vice president and he is calling

was the situation as he neared
New York City Wednesday eve-
ning for a full 24 hours

PROS OBSERVE

The pros have observed several
things as the New York governor-
ship race progresses. One is that
a Rockefeller wants what he wants
when hie wants it. Nelson has purs

sued his immediate objective with
utter single-mindec and the
th which his present

heen operal aut
rivals and bring support fram all
possible qunrh‘m has been e
markable liticians now feel

1'», wey

: Y
the leader b

Dewey is still s
party in the state and its contact
with the business sources of {lieir

campaign funds.
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