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Two Killed

TOLEDO, Ohio (® — A
late-running Trailways bus
roared across an overpass
and sideswiped a disabled
tractor-trailer on the Toledo
Expressway today. Two per-
sons were killed and 14
were injured.

Blast Ruins Home

KOKOMO, Ind. @ — A
booster station valve stuck
in near-zero cold early to-
day, and the resulting gas
pressure was blamed for an
explosion that wrecked one
home and fires that dam-
aged three others.

Rescue Begins

RABAT, Morocco (P—U.S
and French planes and heli-
copters today joined a res-
cue team bound for a Riff
Mountain hamlet where 50
European tourists were re-
ported snowhound.

Group Sworn

WASHINGTON » — The
new six-man Civil Rights
Commission was sworn into
office today in the presence
of President Eisenhower.

Hoffa Ruling

DETROIT (» — James R.
Hoffa, president-elect of the
Teamsters Union, said today
local Teamster unions have
been instructed to demand
inclusion of “hot cargo
clauses” in contracts, de-
spite an Interstate Com-
merce Commission ruling
against them

Guards Missed

BERLIN (» — Special
Soviet guards failed to re-
appear in East Berlin to-

day. They apparently had
been on the lookout for Rus-
sian soldiers who might
have deserted during the

holiday merrymaking.

|the Florida Power & Light Co.

| his fiancee, Miss Suzanne Forsee,

REDHEAD
RE-ENACTS
SLAYING

Officials Believe
Premeditation Out;

Reduced Charges

FORT LAUDERDALE. Fla
M—A red-haired, 22-year-old
dope addict today admitted the
rifle slaying of Robert W.
Lee, 24, formerly of Ashe-
ville, N. C., on a lonely Ever-
glades road Dec. 26.

Asst. County Solicitor Quentin
V. Long said Miss Mary Lavone
Wilburn gave a signed statement
to_investigators saying she com-
mitted the crime. Lee was from
Asheville, N.C. He was a 1956
graduate from North Carolina
State College.

Earlier, Miss Wilburn accom-
panied investigators to the scene
of the slaying and re-enacted the
slaying

County Solicitor Emerson Als-
worth said she will be charged
either with second degree murder
or manslaughter “since there was
no_premeditation involved.”

Lee. a student engineer with |

in Miami and a former resident
of Asheville, was slain returning
from a Christmas day visit with
in Belle Glade, 72 miles north:
west of Miami

Miss Wilburn, of Alburquer
que. N. M, said she_hitchhiked |
a ride with Lee from Belle Glade |
Christmas night i

She said he stopped the car
about 34 miles north of Miami. |
ot out to stretch his legs, and

To Reveal

f $10,000

Pitts: ‘I'm Willing To

Grocer Robber
Hiding Place

Account For Every Cent’

By DICK YOUNG

News Staff Writer
‘The man who sought to lose his identity by almmpled
eradication of his fingerprints but instead became the na-
came to Charlotte today

tion's most distinctive “wanted man”
from a prison cell to locate
$10.000 from  robbery more
than eight years ago.

Robert James Pitts, a North Car-
olina farm boy who startled the
nation's law enforcement agen-|
cies by his effort to eliminate his
taletell fingerprints, was at c
police headquarters ready to re-
veal the location of a cache of
money taken in the $41,500 hold-up
of Walsh Ladd, a Salem crossroads
grocer in Fairfield County, South
Carolina, on Aug. 13, 1949,

Serving 21 years in the South
Carolina penitentiary at Columbia
after conviction of this robbery.
Pitts notified Police Chief Frank
N. Littlejohn that he was ready
to talk and would disclose the hid
ing place of the missing $10,000.

BROUGHT HERE

ws Staff Photo by Tom Franklin—Hunter)
Robert Pitts; Chief lxl'lmnhn (standing) Lt. C. L. Mc-
Kinnon, of SLED. McAulay is Pitts’ attorney.

(seated. left to right) J. C. Fant, sheriff of Fairfield
ty, S. C:J. P. Strom, chief of South Carolina’s State La
Enforcement Division: Hugh McAulay, local attorney;

R

while he was so occunied she
saw his 22 caliber rifle 1\'m;‘
on the back seat

The young woman, who said |
she hegan taking dope while
an inmate of an Alburquerque
juvenile home, told officers she |
decided to rob Lee and pointed
the gun at him when he got back
in the car.

“He told me to give him the |
gun and I refused.” she was|y
quoted as saying: “We began |,
scuffling .

LOUD BANG

“I can recall grabbing him by | 4ok \iqon

him |and Garv, 6
| was Shoffner
did not know they were inside un-
il investig

the shirt and then I hit
fwo times with the gun. FEach
time there was a loud bang

“I got very frightened. he fell
down, T kneeled down to shake |
him, then I got frightened and |
ran away" I

Lee's body was found at 6 am
half in and half out of

Miss Wilburn <aid she hitched |t
a ride with another driver and |F
went to West Palm Beach where |
she was ed up New Year's
Eve

Solicitor Alsworth said a first
degree murder charge
be filed because *

destroyed their home

He was brought to Charlotte by
horl” J. C. Fant of Winnshoro,
in Fairfield County v\here
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MARIA CALLAS

|Stranded In Keys

N. C. Native,
Children Die

OKEECHOBEE, Flj. @—A na-
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our small children were hd!‘vl!"‘]
o death here last night when fire

Bronchitis?
Imprudence?

I’nlmelln State Law Enforcement
C. F. Mc-
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T.|Lawrence Tarkeaton rhuwl mud.” was being roundly criticized by
writing threatening letters to | newspapers and members of

ashington County n‘mhnre KNOWS PERSONS Parliament
Aer L matNiy T‘m< indicated that if the money| , The American soprano refused
ere he knows the per

ied the victim:

Officers iden
ff 28; and his

W

ted and im 'vn<rnm|
5 Jor eth City ja

hday. Firemen |

The men were identified
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Shoffner. a native of Burlington
oved here from North Caro-
a only seven months ago and

s employed as an electrician for

21 a'\rl Fred l»mnmm to continue last night after the

| Tyson Jr. P o ‘e N "
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s who! go if and tha rs
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can get. them
and whistles from the balcony.
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s wife, a stepson and She insisted she had lost her
d were not at home. |
was hospitalized to-(

down:

v

other ¢
s. Shof fner

ce.
Her physician, Dr. Umberto
de Martini, came to her defense
today. He said she had a high
fever and bronchitis and would
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—1,200-MILE TRIP FINISHED—

Hillary Reaches South Pole

AUCKLAND —i#— Sir  Edmund |
Hillary. first man to conquer Mt
Everest, the highest point on|
earth, today reached the snmh[
Pole at the bottom of the world.

He radioed the dramatic news|
to Scott Base, the Ross Sea point
he and his party set out from Oct. |
1

1
After ploughing more than 1,200
r

miles across the
wide, white Ant
continent

radioed
that he and

HILLARY

We were cufting it rather
fine due to the very soft snow," |h

he reported Sout
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out on irritation over the cate
calls and whistles.

Tom Wolfe
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Hillary set out Oct. 14 from
hase near McMurdo
is ori un 11 d!‘~ ination was

affiliated with the \uu)v (1'ulsrd
lyrhprnr];y‘ Knights of the Kul
Klux Klan, according to Boyette, |
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