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North Carolina: One State, One Destiny

N a state sodden with quaint old max-

ims of political orthodoxy it is par-
ticularly refreshing to observe the party
chieftains scrapping mildly among them-
selves over whose turn it is to have a
governor—the east's or the west's

The fact that nobody can convincingly
answer this rather ridiculous question
is perhaps the New Year's cheeriest note
s0 far.

Stubborn, pugnacious sectionalism has
placed a thoroughly undesirable limita-
tion on the quest for leadership in North
Carolina in the past. By rotating the gov-
ernorship between the east and the west
some particularly deserving political stal-
warts have simply been shuffled out of
an opportunity to serve. As a matter of
historical fact, many a crucial vote in
the past has been divided along a fall
line which separates the Piedmont from
the Coastal Plain—a diagonal line run-
ning northeastward from Anson County
to Northampton.

The reasons for sectionalism are root-
ed in the state’s dim begininngs as a

try was the site of the first settlements.
Soon, however, pioneers pushed into the
upper Cape Fear Valley, settled in the
Piedmont and finally, by 1760, reached
the mountains. But power remained in
the hands of the planters and big land-
lords of the east.

When 1830 rolled around it was esti-
mated that half the state’s population
was west of Raleigh. Yet most of the
state's governors continued to come from
the politically powerful east. Whenever
a new county was created in the west
a new one had to be formed in the east
as well. In this way, the east retained
its power.

It was not until 1835 and lafer that
governmental reforms liberalizing voting
requirements and reapportioning legisla-
tive representation presented the west
an opportunity to increase its voice in
state affairs.

But sectional animosities were not
stamped out. The rotation system in the
selection of governors emerged in 1901
as a kind of truce arrangement. Yet the
east continued to dominate the General
Assembly—and still does to some extent.
Some of the state’s most important votes
—the calling of a secession convention
in 1881, disfranchisement of the Negro

in 1900, prohibition in 1908—have re-
vealed noticeable variations and shadings
of opinion between the east and the
west

Whatever the valid reasons for east-
west splits in the past, few exist today.
It is silliness itself to continue to give
rious thought to a rule which has
simply outlived its usefulness

The east-west rotation in choosing a
governor got off schedule in the Kerr
Scott and William B. Umstead elections.
It was the east’s turn in 1948 when Scott
from Alamance County in the central
Piedmont defeated the east’s Charlie
Johnson.

The RaLeiGH News & OBSERVER ven-
tured bravely into the intricacies of the
problem:

If you count Alamance in the west
then the east lost a_turn with the ele
tion of Scott. And if Alamance is east,
it was the west which lost a round
when Umstead, four years later, was
elected from Durham—certainly east of
Alamance.

The absurdity of the argument should
be immediately apparent but many an
old pol takes it seriously. East-west rota-
tion is followed religiously in selection
of the speaker of the State House of
Representatives and usually in the elec-
tion of lieutenant governors, although
the last two have come from the west.
In the sclection of U. S. senators it is
thought necessary that one come from
the east and one from the west

Why modern North Carolina should
permit an arbitrary rule devoid of any

reasonable application to affect the
selection of its leaders is difficult to
fathom, The west is not of a mind to

grab control of the state government,
open some flood gates and turn the east
into rice paddies. Nor is the east quite
likely to declare the west Indian coun-
try and convert it into a Cherokee reser-
vation. Time, communications and unity
of purposes have given the state a new
wholeness (we are trying to avoid say-
ing “togetherness” and a common con-
cern for the common good

The time has come to forget ancient
political rivalries and run this Tar Heel
democracy of ours along more intelli-
gent, realistic lines. Let the old pols
squabble in a cobwebbed corner if they
wish. It's time the people took charge
of their political destiny anyway.

After The Big Boom, Pandemonium

lF A hydrogen bomb were dropped in
the neighborhood of Charlotte it is
altogether possible that parts of two
states and a dozen counties would be
more or less desperately involved

Since civil defense is the primary
responsibility of state and local govern-
ments the result would undoubtedly be
one gargantuan snafu.
As long ago as March, 1956, then Fed-
eral Civil Defense Administrator Val
Peterson attempted to alert the nation
to just such a problem. “We have the
situation created that transcends the
limited approaches that were in our
minds back in 1950,” said Mr. Peterson.
“I might illustrate it this way. If you
drop one thermonuclear weapon . . . on
metropolitan Philadelphia, you involve
parts of three states .. . 11 counties . . .
and 39 cities of over 10,000 population.”

Mr. Peterson strongly recommended
that the FCDA administrator “get some
command control and direction oves
state and city defense organizations”
through the power to withhold federal
funds from them. “At the present time,”
he said, “I lead an ‘army’ to which I
can give no commands of any kind."

Soviet missile development has given
Peterson words a new urgency. To leave
civil defense in the hands of states and
municipalities—many with totally inade-
uate facilities and leadership—would
be the height of absurdity. A bill now
pending before the Senate Armed Ser-

From The Chicago Tribune.

vices Committee would remedy the si-
tuation somewhat. In a nutshell, it
would

1—Make civil defense the joint re-
sponsibility of federal, state and local
governments

2—Authorize the federal government to
purchase and maintain radiation detec-

tion devices for use by the state and
local civil defense agencies
3—Authorize the federal government

to pay up to half the administrative and
personnel expenses of local civil de-
fense agencies.

4—Authorize the federal government
to pay up to half the expenses of stu-
dents from states and cities attending
the FCDA School

5—Establish criteria for state and lo-
cal civil defense plans and authorize the
FCDA administrator to cut off financial
assistance to states that do not com-
ply with those standards

There is a strong argument in favor
of making civil defense a full-fledged
arm of the Defense Department with
Uncle Sam fully in charge—just as the
armed forces are maintained and direct-
ed by the federal government. But the
hill now before committee at least repre-
sents a forward stej

The measure was passed by the House
of Representatives last July 15. For the
sake of Charlotte, and all other poten-
tial targets across the nation, it should
be passed by the Senate.

DINGLE’S JINGLES

INGLE Foot, Labor party candidate,
has carried a parliamentary by-
election at Ipswitch, Suffolk, after a con-
test in poetry at 10 paces with his Con-
servative opponent, John Cobbold, the lo-

cal brewer. Mr. Cobbold, not being too
well versed, Lord Hailsham, the Con-
servative party leader, served as his

stand-in, opening hostilities with a sta
from a music hall song.

a

Hailsham said that Foot's switch from
the Liberal party to Labor represented
a desertion of old comrades, and quoted

In a cottage in the country
Live her people crushed with
shame;
mpagne that she sends

her name.

Replying to this Mr. ¥
called Lord Hailsham’s politic
ringing bells at party meetin,
1 the Conservative:

ey never speak

is was charming no dou
but they shortly found out

That the captai
trusted so well

Had only one notion for
crossing the ocean

And that was to tingle
his bell

Unfortunately, Hailsham and his un-
poetic brewer did not think to come
with a reference to Edward L
Dingle Ba where a
master, though he rewarded
with hes
learned their lessons well,
another face:

chole:

his
s of buttered toast when they

hoys

also showed

But he grew rabid-wroth, he did,
If they meglected books,
And dragged them to adjacent cliffs
Iy buttonhooks,

And as fatuous glee he threw
em down into the ocean blue.

lw‘ Mr. Dingle Foot was permitted the

erse, and he rhymed himself into

Par \w‘rl" some 7,000 votes. It seems

re humane procedure, at

han ours, where we are compelled
n to nonsense unrhymed

idden recognition of the value
a belated tribute by the fat-
o the eggheads since we're in
—GREENSBORO DAILY NEWS.

‘—But, Of Course, Some Things Never Change’

The First Fright

Letter From A Traveler

By JOSEPH ALSOP

Editors’ Note: Joseph Alsop's

column today takes the form of  true
a letter to his brother, Stewart Maybe,
Isop. have

PARIS
EAR STEW: You want me to

It will be a pretty melancholy

sort of celebration

The trouble is, simply, that T
am f{rightened for the first time
in my life. I can remember lying

rlnrknv":u

on the floor in
in Hong Kong. st
against a ruined rad
barely whispering the news
Pearl Harbor, while the Japa-
nese bombs thumped down on
the blacked-out city vas not
frightened then as 1 am no
Of course 1 do not mean that
1 felt no fear for myself. The
sound of bombs droppi
me exactly as it affects
man. 1 mean rather fhat I
not feel even a linger:
about the future of ¢
the future of our civilization, the
future of human de
man  freedom. No s
hus ever before cr
mind, even although we 2
cans have committed great fol.
lies and have gone through sor
very rough patches in the q
ter century of my working

BRAVE OLD MAN

Maybe I have been making the
mistake of Ed Gingles. the su
perbly brave old man who was
our leader in the prison camp
where the Japs put me for awhile

inky

pessimists,

optimists,

after Pearl Harbor. In his year If T feel doubt;
as a U.S. Navy petty officer, Ed ture now,

had imbided the firm conviction

that no one on earth could beat to the view that our
the Yy British N vy lems are insoluble
he also reg; as a respectable by doubt,

force, but that ende: d

of serious fighting foree response to

world. Hence Ed fatly r

believe the Japanese ne
reverses in those first
months of*the war. But,

entially,

in other words,

egun to feel doubts about

ng before this
1 1 have always

if the American people just

moreo

rathe

seems to me that the

the

it has

the Japanese news was only too

T should

But
sumed

bn'» the New Year by derstood the problems con-
» my impressions them, they would man:
age to solve those pr s

N. HARRY BYRD
When Will They Hit?

somehow. So we have been ealled
because we have in-
sisted on tha seriousness of the
problems, whereas we have heen
because we have be-
lieved the problems could suc-
cessfully be solved

SAD RESPONSE

about our fu-
is not

because 1 have been converted

c prob-

fam plagued
r, because it
American
supreme chal-

lenge of the last year has been
so sadly inadequate,
What has been this challenge?

been a sudden,

People’s Platform

The Way To Build

Brighter Tomorrows  lisht :
Charlotte 88 the
Editors, The News ear.
TTHE YEAR 1957 has run Its
hats . Into each and eve
s e, i aler e comes a shining st
HiniushBitopnimnst bel
of the fact that our ton ¥ ¢ g
be made brighter by R init lot's
the failures and gain of the past. UL, JeUs
Through experience, Hhardship, DiS hopes
f g makes the
joy and sorrow of ea b

absorb the material fro

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

OT everything that

NATO conference saw

day. It was published,

Eisenhower had_cancele

with Spaak of Belgium
ahead of time.

NGTON
ed at the
e light of
ance, that
tate dinner
10 minutes

fact

tat actually happened was that Some delicious French wine as a Mar called it a Martin
g g owler
parOlssun i tuppencd ‘7 the Hugerfy’s Ulcer 1”"{ i
T, told Jim Hagerty ; Setuneds Bt w8 Iot was published sbout the dress- friends hushed v
to be able to make that = G, “ae proposed, he took a glass of ,xmlv wn Jim Hagerty dished out to Art that
Iy totiehed it to his lips. Then, Buchwald, the New York Herald Tribune
However, it took some time to no e 1o be sgrecsble and wanting fo funnyman.  Events which preceded the until 4
tify all the heads of states it was not gay someth patted his tummy and dressingdown were not published.
until 40 minutes before the dinner that gaig. I had a Martini  for Hagerty, friends say, was having
the announcement was is years. trouble with his ule He couldn’t
Actually Eisenhower put on a dinner This was true; for the President keep newsmen in line in Paris as he

individual begins

world helter
m —NELLIE H.

The Mystery Of ‘Mis taken Martinis’

that

our tomorrows will be made. For
from each shadow

will come a

nd each path will be a road
a New

a
hope for a brighter tomorrow. It is
when the individual sees the shin
attains the reach n( the

today.
MULLIS

jacket and dined with some old buddies
in Paris, not with the heads of states.

Fictitious Martini
Again it
French press made quite a stew over the

was pub

Eisenhower

brutsl confrontation with the
consequences of five years and
more of self-indulgence. We were
lulled by leaders who sometimes
refused to believe the intelli-
gence and who sometimes simply
lied about it. So the American
nation allowed its power to be
en and surpassed by the
of the Soviet Union. That
was the central lesson of this
last year's turbulent events.

COMPLEX DANGER

When Allen Dulles was at last
permitted to make an honest pre-
senlation of our real power-posi-
tion to the leaders of Congress,
1 am told that Sen. Byrd's only
question was, “When are they
going to hit us®" But 1 do not
think there is much danger of
our being directly hit by the
great nuclear striking power the
Soviets have acquired. We still
have enough power to hit back,
to make this particular and ex-
treme kind of danger quite re-
mote and unreal.

The real and present danger is
much more complex. It shows up
in the greatly increased boldness
and aggressiveness of the Krem-
lin, in the Middle East, for ex-
ample. It shows up in our own
greater timidity (for who has
heard Secretary Dulle talking of
massive retaliation lately?) And
t shows up in the visible loosen-
ing of the vital bonds of the
whole Western alliance.

LOCAL DEFEATS

A cataclysm, ending life on
earth, is not what these signs
portend. But they very clearly
point to a series of local de-
feats and local surrenders which
will gradually impair the
strength, undermine the economy
and encroach upon the borders
of the free world. In the thirties,
Hitler took half of Europe by
piecemeal nibbling and grabbing
operations, in which he was al-
ways protected by the fear in-
spired by his superior power.
That is just what the Kremlin is
expecting and preparing to do,
on a world scale, in the late fif-
ties and early sixties

At the end of the thirties, the
British and French awoke to
the fact that they could not hope
to survive in a Europe dominated
by Hitler. T do not think that
islands of remaining freedom in
America and Western Europe
can hope to survive either, in a
world dominated by the Krem
lin, Hence I now fear for our
future for the first time.

But 1 would not be afraid,
if Teould only see a new, vigor-
aus and American leader

ship telling the honest truth to
our people, seriously mobilizing
the vast resources of our coun
try, and sternly preparing to dis-
charge America’s heavy but glor-
responsibility as the last,
hope of frecdom in the
As ever — Joe.

jous
best
world.

lished, and the
the French

had referred to

drinks only Seotch
privacy of the White House But

American newspapermen had decid-
ed not to write about the incident until
a British brigadier general rushed out to
and British press with the
story that the President drank wine and

Does The New Nixon Regret
Errors In Era Of Hysteria?

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
\’Il'F. PRESIDENT Richard M.

Nixon is enjoying in Florida
one of the rare vacations that
he has permitted himself in a
career of intensive and unceas-
ing drive,

When he comes back about the
time Congress returns, he will
have recharged the reservoir of
energy which has helped to push
him upward and onward in his
meteoric career. The end of the
year and President Eisenhower's
third illness saw a great accelera-
tion in that career.

Many powerful Republicans,
conspicuously in the publishing

field, were more or l frank
in expressing their belief that
the country would be better

served if Nixon could replace the
President. Their ardor for the
change cooled somewhat when
it was realized that, under the
22nd Amendment, if he served
out more than two years of the
unexpired Eisenhower term, he
would be eligible for only one
elective term. A one-term Presi-
dent h automatically under a
severe handicap.

NEW CURRENCY

Nevertheless, the Nixon face
and the Nixon record were given
new and glowing currency. He
was portrayed as the grave and
capable, vet vouthful and ap-
pealing, regeni as well as the
heir apparent to the White
House.

While 1958 Tooks like a chancy
year, one thing is certain—the
Nixon drive will continue. The
President’s health permitting, the
vice president and his wife will
\nm \\'Nwrn Europe in the late
They will make a good
MI“ rmmd of the NATO capitals.
Having toured Tatin America,
Asia and Africa, he will, by add-
ing Europe to his string, further
establish the identity of the re-
sponsible statesman as against
the old image of the tough, fight-
ing politician

ANY QUESTION

Amonz the hundreds of
sons with whom  he talked during
the past vear was one of London's
nated liberal editors. The vice
president spoke with his keen
articulateness for more than half
an haur of the need for Ameri-
can foreign aid and technical as-

sistance, America's information
program. America’s world re-
sponsibility. Greafly impressed,

the editor said he had a question
he wanted to ask, but he hesi-
tated. Nixon urged him to put
any_question_ that was in his mind

“T wanted to ask” said the
editor, “how anyone who has
spoken with your sense of re-
sponsibility and your awareness
can have done what you did to
Helen Gahagan Douglas in vour
senatorial campaign in 1

FRANK CONFESSION
According to one of those pres-
ent, Nixon, with a troubled and

discomfited look on his face, re-
plied, “All I can say is that I

Scarcity Of Candor

was very young and very ambi-

tious and 1 am sorry.” The Bri-
tish editor was deeply impressed
b\ this frank confession of the
“new Nixon"
The vice president was quoted

Mﬂﬁ RI(I'IARD NIXON
Europe s Calling

the other day in an erome right
wing magazine as saying that he
opposed the move to rml\dMl‘ the
security clearance of J. Robert
Oppenheimer, the distinguished
physicist who organized the Los
Alamos Laboratory and contrib-
uted as much as any single indi-
vidual to the development of
atomic fission and the atomic
bomb.

NO COMMENT

The Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, on a split vote, found Op-
penheimer to be a security risk
after an extraordinary hearing
that stripped bare his whole life
Recently many noted scientists
and others concerned over the
American scientific and techni-
cal lag have suggested that the
Oppenheimer case be reopened 5o
that he might have an opportun-
ity to be cleared and his brain
put to work on government proj-
ects again

When Nixon's office was asked
about the statement attributed
to him-on Oppenheimer, the re-
sponse was “no comment.” This
has served as a reminder of the

“old Nixon™ who as late as 1
in exploiting the Communistin-
government, issue, drove another
nguished physicist, Dr. Fd-
ward U. Condon, out of govern-
ment service although Condon
had been repeatedly clear

OLD AND NEW

The admirers of the “old
Nixon™ are not the admirers of
the “new Nixon” Whether he
can keep both sets is more and
more doubtful. The old admirers
are inclined today to take
jaundiced view of the N)mlu-nl
new Nixon. But he is not a man
1o be underestimated. Like a
multistaged rocket, he achieves
one altitude only to zoom on to
another, leaving critics and ad-
mirers alike dazzled.

Hagerty's Half-Truth

By WALTER

NEW YORK

T the week-end, Mr. Hagerty,

no doubt on instruction from
the President, came forward
with a denial of the rumors that
the country is now in danger.
ose rumors arose from what
is supposed tb be said in the
highly publicized but secret
Gaither report. They have found
a wide audience because it is
known, or at least it is not de
nied, that the Gaither report
calls for an increase in defense
expenditure of many billions of
dollars a year.

The President and Mr, Hager-
ty will do well to study care-
fully the reaction to Mr. Hager-
ty's denial. The reaction can be
described as one of great skep-
ticism as to whether the state-
ment, which deals with national
security and is put out by the
White House, is more than a part
of the truth. It is no doubt
trite that at the present time the
older deterrent weapons, which
we possess, are still more pow-
erful than the newer weapons
in which the Russians have a
lead. But the grimmer part of
the truth is that the Soviet rate
of progress in military technol-
ogy is faster than our own, and
that is the truth which is cm-
ing such deep anxiet
those who know the facts

Mr. Hagerty's b will
not dispel this anxiety, What it
will do is to increase the skep.
ticism with which Congress and
the country will read the Pres
ident’s forthcoming message on

half-truth

and water in the
opening
Hagerty

late,
at the L

fictitious “Jim"
gentlemen,

It happens 11

during Tk
the White House couldn't locate Hagerty
am. in

LIPPMANN
the state of the Union

In that message the President
will “give his estimate of the
military strength of our coun-
try as it is now and what has
to be done in the future to con-
tinue that strength.” The g
question is whether the Presi-
dent’s estimate will be so can-
did and so convincing that t
country will accept it—wheth
his estimate will become an
agreed basis on which the Con-
gress can act.

There will, of course, be par-
tisan attacks on the Presiden
estimate no matter what it is,
But there is an informed, con-
cerned, responsible and influen-
tial body of opinion in both
parties which will decide wheth.
er or not the administration’s
estimate is the substantial and
significant truth. It is to this
body of opinion that the Presi-
dent’s message will have primar-
ily to he addressed

Unlike Mr. Hagerty's state-
ment on the weekend, which
was addressed to the uninform-
ed, the Preside message
must, if the coming session of
Congress is to be orderly and
constructive, be  addressed to
the informed minority who are
capable of judging these highly
technical questions,

-

The President, in other words,
needs to deliver not so much a

popular message as an expert
message, Only an mes-
sage will in the t mood

of the cauntry be popular

frequently can around the White House,
what really

griped him
line of Buchwald's take-off on a
press conference. It quoted a

as saying: “I'm sorry I'm
but 1 thought the show
ido would end at eleven-thirty.”

promin
n't want the publi
ght-owl Newspaper
for instance, the fact
s stroke in November,

he's a n

a Paris nitery.

when Buchwald, who knows

Paris better than the Paris police, tossed
in the little dig about Hagerty and the
Lido, Jim hit the ceiling.
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