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War On Dope Masks A Basic Injustice

GREAT deal of irresponsible twad
< dle about the armies of ‘‘dope
fiends™ prowling the nation's streets and

alleys has been neatly neufralized by
the American Medical Association’s re-
port on narcotics addiction. It shoul
serve as a needed antidote to the hys
teria that has somehow warped the pub-
lic's viewpoint on the subject during re-
cent years.

After an exhaustive two-year study. it
is the considered opinion of the AMA's
Council on Mental Health that dope ad-
diction s neither as widespread nor as
vicious as the public and most police-
men seem {o believe Furthermore, the
council frowns on the punishment of ad.
dicts

Unfortunately. the enlightenment
little late arriving on the scene. It comes
after the Narcotics Control Act of 1856
has done a great deal of harm. This
statute increased the already severe man-
datory penalties required by the Boggs
law of 1951, which in turn was an ex-
tension of the punitive, prohibition-type
approach to the dope problem first es-
tablished federally by the Harrison Act
of 1914

The basic injustice of present U. §
law is that the penalties fall mainly upon
the victim of the traffic in narcotics —
the addicts—rather than upon the racke-
teers against whom they are designed.

The U. S. Supreme Court declared in
1924 that dope addicts are “‘diseased and
proper subjects for (medical) treal-

is a

The “treatment’’ given addicls today
largely consists of imprisonment and po-
lice harassment. The real culprits, as of-
ten as not, go free

Assistant Atforney General Warren
Olney III, testifying before a congression-
al subcommittee some time ago. gol
swiftly to the heart of the problem. Said
he:

“Probably the most serious difficulty
with the narcotics laws is the fact that
they make no distinction between the
violator who is a profiteering racketeer
and the violator who in many respecis
is a victim of the drug itself, the addict
The same law is applicable to both and
they are also subject fo the same penal-
ties. Unfortunately the addict and the
petty pusher are much more easily ap-
prehended than the major trafficker.
who is the source of supply and is sev-
eral echelons removed from the last sell-
r who dealt with the illicit consumer
The result is that the present rather se-
vere penalties are more often applied

to the relativelv minor violator than to
the ‘big shot' for whom they are de-
signed

Alfred R. Lindesmith, author of Orr

ATE ApprctioN and professor of sociology
at the University of Indiana, has noted
that on the federal level. where there
is a higher proportion of important ped-
dling cases than in the state courts,
“over half of the defendants are ad-

diets.”
He adds
“In this whole process. the forgotten

man has been the addict, His degrada-
tion and hopelessness have bheen made
more complete by denying him the hene-
fits of care from the healing profes-
sions and by turning the unsolved medi-
cal problem of addiction over to the
police.”

With the help of the American Medi-
cal Association, Congress ought to re-
open the question of societv's attitude
toward the dope problem. It ought to
enact legislation designed to punish the
real culprits rather than subject their
victims to cruel and inflexible punitive
measures in the interest of police exped-
iency, More often than not, the addict
needs help, not punishment

So The Novel Was Sputniked, Too?

N melancholy America, this is a sea-
son for crying over spilt culture as
well as spilt sputniks. A chorus of com-
plaints is currently swelling up from the
literary set to the effect that they just
don't write novels the way they used to
in the good old days.

Where are the Wolfes of yesteryear®
Why, we don't have a good substantial
F. Scott Fitzgerald fo our name any-
more! And isn't it a shame that there's
nobody around’to take Nathaniel West's
place?

These and other bleats and cries are
being bandied about in the critical jour-
nals and some outraged reaction to all of
the trumped-up lamentation has creat-
ed what looks suspiciously like a ty-
phoon in a teapot. Granville Hicks, in
a new book called Tue Livine Nover,
has felt it necessary to defend the con-
temporary novel

Today’s novels and novelists need no
defense, thank you They are doing
quite well

If they lack the flavor and form of
the old masterpieces by Thomas Wolfe
or Theodore Dreiser or Henry James or
Sinclair Lewis it is probably just as
well. No one contemplating the novel as
a force in literature can ignore James
any more than he can ignore the role
of Turgenev, Chekhov or Poe in the de-
velopment of the short story. But any
work of fiction must reflect a particular
time in which it was created. The au-

From The Richmond News Leader

thor must have an awareness of the
mainstream of his own day—and its trib-
utaries. He must present iis age, drawing
on his own experience. his own philo-
sophy and his own view of man's fate

As David Daiches, the poet, says, the
generation of novelists which has pro-
duced Saul Bellow. Ralph Ellison and
Wright Morris has no right to complain.
If they are not read enough or appre:
ciated enough they will be in time
Good original art in any form takes a
while to reach ils audience and its cre-
ator is seldom doomed to eternal ob-
livion.

Fancy defenses are unnecessary
els published in 1957 such as

Nov.
James

Gould Cozzens’ By Love Possrssep,
William Faulkner's Tue Toww, Neville
Shute’s ON Tur Beacu and the late

James Agee’'s Deatn IN THeE Fammy
speak for themselves about the vitality
of the novel in the middle of the 20th
century.

There are bad books. foo, but there
have always been bad books
There is no Fitzgerald today because

the jazz age is dead There is no Wolfe
because his age of longing has been dis-
solved by the New Urgency. There is
no Lewis simply because he won his
case and there is no need for a retrial

But novels—good novels—that tell to.
day's story are still being written. “Of
the making of books there is no end.’
sighed the Preacher more than 2,000
years ago. It is a good thing

THE FIRST WEEKEND

l HAD never occurred to us that any
one individual invented the week end
That breathing period in which men
exchange labor at home for labor at the
shop. under the delusion that such is the
nature of leisure. had seemed to us one
of those things that always had been
and always would be, like spoonbread,
or heavy traffic, or Felix Frankfurter

But a gentleman by the name of R A
Piddington recently contributed a schol
arly work to the editorial page of the
LonpoN DAiLy TeLeGrapH. in which he
traced the origin of the modern- d 1y week
end to one Thomas Worsdel iron.
master of Birmingham. a century ago. By
definition, the week end comprises “an
organization of work by which to Sun
day’s rest is added that of the preceding
afternoon.” Until Mr. Worsdell fell under
the influence of a clerk by the name of
Richard Tangye, there was no rest on the
preceding afternoon. The custom was for
the ironworkers to quit at 4:30 on Sat
urdays, and then one by one to climb to
a sort of crow's nest in the loft to re.
ceive their week's wages It was often
6 or 7 o'clock before the last man made
it down (8 the yard, and much grum
bling ensued

But in 1853, Mr. Tangye happened to
come across a Glasgow paper in which
an anonymous correspondent, calling
h If “Common Sense,” urged that em
vers institute a practice of paying their
men on Friday afternoons and
their works at 1 lock on Saturda
Lest this anonymous journalist be hailed
at once as a patron saint of organized
labor, it should be made that his

clear

ideas were not altogether those of the
C10. He had observed, wrote “Common
Sense.” that most workmen took their

wages on Saturday evening and proceed.

ed to get thoroughly drunk on Saturday

ni Their w and children suffered
by reason of this familiar failing. Why
not. he inquired. pay the men on Frida
afternoon and fire them if they failed
to show up Saturday morning? In this
way it was fo he supposed. the workers
would not get so very dr and their
families might be better cared for
Tangye, the clerk. showed this
cle to Mr. Worsdell, the ironmaster
who wis much impressed with the rea-

hereof He proceeded 1o lengthen

the mill's work day by 30 minutes Mon
day through Friday. paid off the men
on Fridays. and let everyone go home at

1 o'clock on Saturdays

he experiment

succeeded admirably, says Mr. Pidding.
fon. especially with the wives.
What happened thereafter may be
nmarized briefly. Mr. Tangye went on

ta become founder of the famous engi-
neering firm that still bears his name
Common Sense™ was identified in time

as a Glasgow printer, David Maclure. Mr

Worsdeli’s ironworkers, as everyone
spent their Saturday afternoons
fenc helping with the wash

and exhausting then
other domestic

ng the grass,

now leave mankind so
a week end must begin on 3
and not wind up until the laborer, seek
12 rest. flees happily to his desk or
lathe of a Tuesday morn.

Indian Masses Teeter On Brink Of Financial Collapse

By MARQUIS CHILDS
WASHIN
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