Cardiologist
Has Music
In His Heart

By RICK SULLIVAN

It’s only natural that Dr. Louis Krasno ts a
Bohemian,

As a descendant of Transylvanian Gypsies: it
is hardly fortultious that the physician should
wander amang membery of the prestiglous San
Francisco-based male fraternity, which has
adopted a name sa often assoclated with the color-
ful Baikan nomads.

It even seems it was destined that the doctor
should join the Bohemian Club. It was there some
18 years ago that he met two classical musiclans
who shared hls enthusiasm for Romany folklorve
and especially gypsy muslc

Up until he joined the club, the eminent car-
dlologist had had to cantent himself with fiddling
£YPsy tunes to the accompaniment of records In
his Redwood City home

Now, after cutting two little known albums
with the trio and performing before President
Gerald R. Fard at Bohemian Grove, Krasno wants
io offer his music to the greatest possible audi-
ence.

He plans to open a gypsy cultural center and
theater in San Mateo County.

The poo-profit center would be dedicated to
exposing the gemeral public to ancient folk tunes
and io encouraging young people 1o pursue musical
careers. The physician aiso wants to establish a
s(.bolnrshlp fund for aspiring musicians.

primary intent s to preserve gypsy
rusic h s most authentic form,"” says Kraano,
“1'd like to help Inspire some young musiclans who
can take over for me when I’'m ne loager able to
fiddle aroundi anymore.

Krasno envisions his cenier as resembling an*

intlmate cafe, with checkered tablecloths, candles
and lots of wine.

“‘The music always sounds better with a little
wine under your belt, he says.

Kragno hopes to have the center operating by
the time he retires as United Airlines' cardlology
consultant. For the past 23 vears, be has worked at
United's maintenance base in San Bruno deveiop-
ing highly acclaimed preventative heart attack
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THE DEVIL MAKES GYPSY MUSICIANS PLAY OVER THEIR HEADS
Dr. Louis Krasno plans to open a Gypsy cultural center.

“When a performer and audience are united as
ane, the 'beng,' (the devil) visits the musicians
and makes them play above their beads.”

Krasno speaks with considerable authority.
Since he was a S5-year-0ld, he has been playing
centuries old Gypsy folk tunes on the violln.

The cardiologist Is the son of a Hungarian
mother and Romanian father. His grandfatber
playcd the violin in a Romanian Gypsy ensemble,

Although Krasno has pever taken a music
lesson In his lifs and can neither read nor write
music with any degree of competency. he is a
consummate technician, whose music be says

.
as the men's restroom at the Bobemian Club.

‘‘We've always liked the way our music
sounded there, Krasno laughs, adding that one of
the group's albums was recorded.in the restroom.

The trio is somewhat discriminating in where
they perform. Demanding full attention while
playing, they regularly turn down offers to play
background music at parties.

Most of their concerts are benefits.

Thélr next scheduled concert ts Sept. 10 at a
community potluck dinner In Menlo Park. Many
local officlals; including members of the Board of
Supervisors and state legislators; are expected =
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380 Link
No Longer
Left Dangling

The Interstate 380 interchange left dangling in San
Bruno (wo years ago may be mng-lewd by 1984, the
state Department of Transportation has announced.

CalTrans has presented an updated six-year high-
‘way program, covering the period from 1978 to 1984, Lo
the state Highway Commission for special statewide
hearings.

The total plan is estimated to cost ”l billion,
largely derlved from fuel taxes and federal aid

The interchange project is estimated at ll7 6 mil-
lion. CalTrans spokesman Bob Halllgan said fu
sources ‘‘have ] up'' in the last year, making
funding of that project possible.

e ¢ of the i ge, Halligan said,
wili connect the short freeway, which now begins in mid-
San Bruno ndt ends at Bayshore Freeway, in the airport
shops area.

The freeway I8 consaldered in interstate route, Halll-
gan said, becanse it I8 Intended to connect a state
highway with a major traffic generator, the San Fran-
cigsco International Airport.

The project also calls for widening the airport
service rnad parallel to Bayshore

CalTrans alse plans to sef aside funding for land-
scaping Interstate 380 from Seventh Avenue in San
Brunu to South Airpart Boulevard in South San Fran-
Cisco.
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ypsies, Wanderers of the

, "G
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The doctor is quoted as saying of gypsy music,

comes to him intuitively.

Gypsy music, llke the Balkan nomadic cul-
ture; has never been written down. It has passed
through the centuries only through word of mouth.

Parental schooling i3 music at an early age
has left an indelible mark on the 62-year-oid physi-
cian. The basic paiterns of the Balkan composi-
tions remain intact in his mind — and there only.

“The music just evolves from my head.’ he

says.

Few others can compose a gypsy melody with

such precision as does Krasno. And since 1950 he
bas imparted his musical know-how to the two

other members of his trio.
For the past 18 years they have

racticed at

least five hours a week in such an unilkely places

attend.
Although

this county — most of who engage In
telling — none of themn has heard Krasno

tbmisnsmn]lnlmolmllealn

fortune
perform.

“T think if ¥ lived like a gypsy and I pl.-yed
RYPSY muslc, then | might attract a fair number
my tupe, he says, ‘''but because I'm a physician, I
think the local gypsies are a little wary.

"“The true Romanies have never allowed inter-
marrying and have never strayed from the

tradition. They're skeptical

EYPSy
of the gypsies who

have broken away from the clan.
"I broke off when I left high school in Chicago
to go to college to become a doctor. 1 established a

different lifestyle. but what
tnusie. "

I never lost was the

Five Bay Area scientists
have been selected for
interviews in Houston,
Tex., as possible space
shuttle astronauts.

NASA officlals
scnouned that the tocat
prople are umong a thi
grosip of 20 candidates
selocted for further Inter-
view from among 8,079
applicants.

Tentative selection will
be mAd¢ In November

Letterman Anny Hospltal,
San Francisco.

Mitlie Wiley, PhD, 31,
Veterans Administration
Hospital, San Francisco.

Lt. Mark 8. Davis, M.D_,
31, Naval Reglonal Medical
Ceneter, Qakland.

Officlals of the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration said 20 suc-
cessful candidates will be
chosen in ench of two cate-
gories — shuttle pﬂvt and

ASA
wll'[ be nr)tsﬂed In’ Decem-

The Jocal candidates:

Danielle J. Goldwater,
M.D., 29, from the Stanford
Hospital staff.

Lionel Greene, PhD. 24,
NASA Ames Renearch
Center, Moffett Field.

Dale A. Harris, PhD, 31,

Federal Study Backs New SSF Police

By JANET PARKER

South 8an Franclsco
could meet the needs of lts
presently overcrowded Pol-
ice Department best by
building a new facility on
city-owned land at Grand
and Chestnut avenues, a
federally funded report

. suggests.

City Manager Walter
Birkelo this week released
the report, prepared by the
Nuuumd Clearlnghouse for
‘Criminal Justice Planning
and Architecture, concern-

ing a lo e ver-
that city.

sial issue

In its conclusions, the
study states that building a
new facility is the second
least expensive of four
options, but most desirable
in long-range service capa-
bilities.

‘The report also recom-
mends that the city build a
smaller buiding than ari-
ginally was anticipated,
reducing the size from
$9,168 to 30.50¢ square feet.

The City Council earlier
this year, on the recom-

.. mendation of Police Chief
. James Datzman, asked for
.the

report to evaluate ity
police facility needs
through the year 2000.

th San Francisco has

.. Sou
been considering for more

.. than flve Luurl ways to

. solve ita police dquu-unont
- housing probi
In 1874, he councik

embarked on plans to move

both its police and fire

departments to the Grand

and Chestnut avenue pmr

erty it purchased exptlcitly

for that purpose for sn
ion.

However, one resident
challenged the method of
financing the project and
after months of litigation,
the council rescinded the
pians and went back to the
drawing board.

‘The councll also dr
the fire department
its plans entirely.

he pros and cons of

W oman
A 87-vear-old woman
Mon-

. appnremly dri

-gay in a swimming pool at
1521 Lago St., San Mateo.

The County Coronor'l
office ldenl.ihed
Karinia

building any kind of facility
have {reguently spark~d
debate in the city,

The council is expercted
to briefly review the study
Wednesday night and to
schedule a study session for
more intense review later,

‘The three other options
studied by the clearning-
house committee were for
renovation and expansion
of the existing facility,
purchase and renovation of
the vacant former Value
Giant building on £l Cam-
ine Real, and a fourth
alternative never consi-
dered before — expansion
and renovation of the
Orange Avenue Library
building.

However, building aan
entirely new facility would
‘“serve the community well
for bothi the present and
many vears into the
future,” the report states.

The six acres of land, it
states, are centrally
located in the community.
There is mare than enough
land 10 meet police peeds
bevoml the year 2000, it

Ar. the same time, the
report suggests renovating
the existing 7,000-sgquare-
foot police facllity and
developing an addltional
11,000-square-foot  facitity
at the tnut and Grand
site, bath for use by other
departments.

The study points out that
the city needs an esthnated
17,800 square feet of space
through the year 1980 for
its parks and recreation
department, fire admini

room for other city ser-
vines would be about $2.96
million, the report esti-
mates.

The report also points
out the amnumu and dis-
advantages of the otber
three alternatives.

Remodeling the exlsung
police building — whic
was built in 148, when the
department had 16
employes — would be inap-

mg;iah!, even though it

bly is the least expen-

sive aiternative, the report

noles. Today, 86 employes
work there.

“This 18 because of the
existing shortage of space
mslde the building, the !m

of constructlon . . .
lack of availabie land for
expansion purposes.,’’ it
continu
It Is ible to add a
second floor to the bullding,
but the required sguare
footage still mlight pot be
available and it would be
difficult and costly to meet
specific police needs,

‘In addstion, this alter-
native, no matter how care-
ful the planning, would
result in a certain number
of functional inefficiencles
and compromises, several

of which (security, to name
one problem) would be
serious,’ it adds.

Using the vacant Value
Giant building, at a cost of
about $3 million, would
require extensive renova-
tion, according to the
report. The clty would sus-
tain a local property and

sales tax loss if the building
is not used for commercial
purposes as it was
intended, it is pointed out.
Renovation of the Orange
Avenue Library would not
be as extensive as other
options and there is suffi-
clent land to the west of the
Yuilding tor both parking

and construction, the
report states.
:\llhuugh “this option is
ive, about $4.4
mllllun it Iy the second
most desirable because it
would provide a solution
for overcrowding of all city
agencies, according to the
reporl.

The cost inck

mission sp

Mission specialists, said
NASA, are scientists who
will conduct or oversee
sclentific experiments aloft
during space shuttie
fhlghts.

“inal selection will be
made after a two-year
evaluation period fol ovdng
the current screening

F aclllty

purchase and repovation of
the nearby Value Giant
building for the library and
other city departments.

In addition, the report
notes severe blems in
the existing ice building.
In particular, it points out
the dangerous location of

in Iﬂ.l’“!'- line with ﬂle pub—
lic information center.

. . . the por=ibilit
enisty for persons wlt"
malicious Intent to cause
both bodily injury to per-
sonnel and damage to
important and expenllve
eqguipmenti,” |t

Millbrae Inn Plans
Major Expansion

A $2 million expans
and relurh)shang pro,&
demfmed to brmg !]l-
brae’s El Rancho Inn
par with San Mateo Coun~
ty's largest hotel / conven-
4on centers was announced
today by Farl Wilms, com-
pany president.

Wllms_will take his pro-

sal before the Millbrae

lanning Commission
tonight

The project will increase
the size of the El Rancha,

1100 Ei Camino Heal, from
170 roems to 242. It alsa
wlll increase to 18 the
number of ‘‘executlve
apartmenis’ (two-bed-
room, compiete kitchen
faciliues for long-term res-
idents) and increase to six
the number of meeting
rooms (accommoduting
RToups as large as 175).
Wilms, a former Mill-
brae mayor, said he hopes
to have the project com-
pleted within 90 days, pend-
ing approval at the wu’lous

Pacifica Filling 26
City Staff Positions

Pacifica city staffers are
working overtime hiring 28
emploves for the city.

l”wxlvcgl has had 15

tration, police and finance
records storage, senlor citi-
zens' center and Clty Coun-
cst chambers.

In addition, it states, the
Orange Avenue library is
‘‘overcrowded and that an
additional unknown quunt
ity of space is

The total cost for the
the
ing

new facility, renova
old building and mal

Drowned

Her body, submergad in the
deep end of the pool, was
dlscovered by her grandson

reported
dead on arrival at Mills
Hospital, where she was
taken by

posi-
uons and has created 11
new jobs since the fiscal

job vacancies during the
entire fiscal year.

This week the city hired
Brenda Jones — Paclfica —
as a clerk-z;glu in the
O

Mrs. Berry was a hookkee-
per for United Products of
South San Francisco. Mrs.
Sweetzer was a divisionai
clerk for the city of San
Mateo.

Kenneth Bucho has been
hired as a firefighter, The
Soutn San Francisco resi-
dent previously worked as
a cadet firefighter in Bris-
bane,

Pacilica ntill is looking

for a

and Services department.
She previously has worked
as a crossing guard for the
city

Hired as an engineering
technician for the same
department was Bobby
Pickett of Richmond,
had worked for San Pablu
as an englneer.

Paclfica has hired
Frances Beity and L; te
Sweetzer, both Tesi-
dents, as account clerks in
the finance department.

-a-
tor, an assistant planner, 10
police officers, a fireman,
an informatlon and referrai
director, a half-time staff
aide for the Parks, Beaches

and Recreation Depart-
ment, a4 sewage waate
inspeclor, two sewage
treatment plant operators
and a rul.lve dispatcher.

Applications have been
closed for the police offl-
cer, firefighter, treatment
plant operator and police
dispatcher positions.

City Manager Donald
Weldner is writing
descriptions for & bu
and research officer who
will try to attract grant
money to the city for
an economic development
afficer, who will attempt to
lure more businesses (o
Pacifica.

Yictim Critical

David Avery, 21, of 248 -

(,atalina Ave. in Paclfica,
in stable con-
tll'.lon this morning at Kal-
ser Hospital in South San

Francisco.

Avery was in critical
condition following a car
accident on Aug. 30 in
which he suffered severe
head injuries.

city agency levels. Archi-
teci for the project is Rob-
ert Onorato and Assocliates,
San Bruno.

Four residences to the
north of the existing El
Ranchn will be leveled for
the new units. Additional
parking will be provided on
the eight-acre site. The El
Rancho's lobby will be
expanded and remaodeled.
One of the new buuﬂ\ngs
wlil feature an outside
glass elevator. Some of the
oider units will be refur-
bished at the same Ume,
Wilms said.

The new units will con-
tinue the structure's Span-
ish theme. with tile roofs
and arches.

A tennis court will be
added.

‘*This expansion will
bring us in line ns a major
contendor with hotels like
the Hilton 'md Hyatt."
Wilms sald. “"And and we
feel we will have more to
offer guests in view of the
fact thst we are in a shop-
ping area and public trans-
g::lumm Is avaitabie to

Francisco and through-
out the Py »

tDave Dornlss Photo)

LOOKING OVER ARCHITECT’S PLANS
El Rancho president Eari Wiims reviews work to

be completed.

The El Ranchu began as
the L Rancho de Mill
Motor Hotel 28 years ago.
It was expanded In 1936
from It8 original 36 rooms
to 128. The second expan-
yion occurred in 1969,

The motel has bad Its
share of famous guests,
including the Marx Broth-
ery. Lou Costello and Joan
Crawford. Then vice presi-
dent Richard Nixon stayed
at the El Rancho in 1054,

Wilms son, John, ia in
chlrge of general opera-
tions for the Best Western-
n!lllnud E! Rancho.
Wilms fa an
the

. '

pDentures

CREDIT TERMS — on approved credit for
Dental Piates, Partial Plates and Removable

Bridges.
NEW DENTAL PLATES IN ONE

DAY in many cases.

Please be ot office befare 10:00 a.m.




