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TV Teaching? A City Rightly Wonders

'l'HUM.\S A. Edison used to say the
shortest route to the
runs over the optic nerve

The lesson was not wasted on Char
lotte’s City School Board yesterday. In
a moment of swelling enthusiasm, board
members voted to send a task force of
local teachers to Hagerstown, Md, to
study that city's vast experiment in ed-
ucational television

It was a commendable decision, illus
trative of Charlotte’s enlightened interest
in television as a potentially powerful
teaching tool

That interest should be encouraged for
several reasons. For one thing, the num
bers to be educated in’this community
and elsewhere will continue to grow in
the years ahead and educational pro-
grams must expand in quantity and qua
ity to meet that growth. For another,
the teacher shortage is already so severe

intelligence

that sch M fi Is must find new ways
to mak nore efficient use of teach
nd energy to meet group and individual
needs

Television can help fill the commun-
ity's increasing educational needs. It can
not only supplement and enrich the ed
ucational program but actually perform
certain functions heretofore performed
by teachers.

The exact role of television has not
vet been fully determined. Discovering
this role is the job of Charlotte and other
interested communities. But this we do
know: Television is a powerful means of
communication of sight and sound and
it has already made an enormous impact
on the nation’s common cultural climate.

Growing Charlotte’s

an a soft-spoken man, George E. Wil-
kinson said a meaningful mouthful
following his election to succeed Spencer
Bell as chairman of the Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Planning Commission

Our congratulations to Mr. Wilkinson
and the commission also are meant to be
meaningful. The community is fortun-
,ate to have a man of Mr. Wilkinson's
strong purpose and ability to serve as
tailor-in-chief of its burgeoning dimen-
sions. The task of effective city planning
requires, above all, purpose and ability

What are the purposes of the new
chairman? Some of them are evident in
these public statements

“It is distressing that there are no
new park areas being set aside in most
new subdivisions. The way Charlotte is
growing, if we don't work out some-
thing we'll wake up one day and find
we don't have park facilities in many
areas and can't get them.

“We are going to be concerned with
planning of boulevards and thorough-
fares. We face a danger from small,
crowded streets and we must not let
them strangle us.”

Mr. Wilkinson talks like the kind of
planning commission chairman the com-

‘Political’ Governor

group of local teachers is rather
A disdainful of a new ally in their
fight for higher pay hikes than Gov.
Hodges and the Advisory Budget Com-
mission originally recommended.

That ally, Gov. Hodges himself, they
deem too “political” to be praised for
reversing his first recommendation and
moving closer to the teachers’ demand.
Therefore, the governor was deprived
of a note of thanks on a day when such
might have been soothing salve to the
wounds of public embarrassment

But these teachers are right. The gov-
ernor made a “political” decision a
matter of fact, he made a “political” de-
cision largely as the result of “political”
pressures brought to bear by the teach-

From The Smithfi

d

Dr. Thomas Clark Pollock of New York
University said recently

“It now seems clear, however
vision offers the greatest opportunity for

that tele

the advancement of education since the

introduction of printing by movable type

This comparison is made soberly
Likewise, the significance of Dr. Pol

lock’s comparison deserves sober consid
eration by his fellow educators

There is resistance to television as a

teaching tool, just as there was resi
tance to printed books many centuries
ago. In those days, repressive legislation

was even enacted to prevent the po:
bad soclal effects of
through printing

Dr. Alexander J. Stoddard, former su
perintendent of schools in Philadelphia
and Los Angeles, discussed this
of the problem a few weeks ago
are some who warn" he said, “that tele-
vision may turn education from an a
tive participation by the an
educational experience to passive sit
ting before a television set, merely look
ing and listening to vicarious experiences
ready-made for the purpose. It should be
recalled that there have been those who
abjected to books in education because
of placing too much reliance on printed
material! It is highly unlikely that edu
cation will suffer from the multiplication
s of communication.”

The point is well taken

Television's potential as a teaching
tool is promising. Equally promising is
the City School Board's determination to
size up that potential swiftly and intelli-
gently

New Chief Tailor

munity needs, with a satisfactory resem-
blance to the effective chairman it had
in Spencer Bell

ible
multiplying books

of the m

Certainly in his statements he has
enunciated two imperative goals of
wholesome  growth-—the provision of

means for urban residents to play and
to move about with ease and safety. The
necessity of achieving those facilities in

the Charlotte-that-isto-be is nowhere
more apparent than in the Charlotte-
that-is.

There is only one time in the growth
of an area when adequate streets and
playgrounds can be provided economic-
ally. That time is the beginning, before
homes are built where a
should have been or an indusiry rises
on what was the best route for a boule-
vard.

The beginnings of a new metropolitan
area already are well underway in Mec!
lenburg. Planners can make their gres
est contribution toward orderly, econom-
ic growth now.

The planning commission must con-
tinue to realize and to act its indispen-
sable role in shaping growth to the
needs and best interests of Mecklenburg
citizens.

Gets No Thanks

ers, parents and press of North Caro-
lina—but primarily, bless them, by the
teachers themselves,

The background of the decision was
this: The governor believed a 9.1 per-
cent increase was all the state could
wisely pay. It became apparent that the
public and the General Assembly dis-
agreed with him. He decided to do the
“political” thing and yield to the ma-
jority opinion.

Somehow, we rather admire politicians
who openly forsake untenable positions.
and think perhaps that a bit of praise is
not bad etiquette—or bad politics.

The politicians we worry about are
those who are always right.

WHAT’S OUR STATE REALLY LIKE?

HAT is North Carolina? The Cham-

ber of Commerce will say it's “Va-
riety Vacationland.” Book publishers may
say it's a state that writes more books
than it buys. The U.S. Census Bureau
states flatly that it's one of the states
with the lowest per capita income. Song
writers call it “the land of the long-leaf
pine” or the home of the “Carolina
moon.” Old people think it's a fine state
to retire to, while too many young people
consider it a good state to leave for
better opportunities elsewhere. Politi-
cians think it's a state still safe for the
Democratic Party, Negroes think it's a
state moving too slowly toward integra-
tion; South Carolina and Virginia con-
sider it a radical upstart. North. Caro-
linians tend to think it combines the best
traditions of the Old South with progres-
sive ideas of the New North.

But for a lyrical and perceptive word
picture of the state, we suggest that you
read “North Carolina” by Ovid Williams
Pierce in the February issue of HoLmay
magazine. Mr. Pierce is a native of Wel-
don and grew up loving North Carolina.
He went away for a while to teach in
New Orleans and in Texas. Now he has
come home again to teach creative writ-
ing at Eastern Carolina College in Green-
ville,

“North Carolina

begins with the

brightness of sea sand: writes Mr.
Pierce, “and ends with the loneliness of
the Smokies reaching in chill and cloud
to the s He describes the Outer
Banks, visits “The Lost Colony™” at Man-
teo, talks to an old Negro near Halifax,
sees the little towns “raw and ugly under
the southern sun," looks into a tobacco
warehouse at Rocky Mount, appraises the
value of the university at Chapel Hill
and Duke University in Durham, drives
along the Blue Ridge Parkway, sits on
the porch of an old hotel in the moun-
tains, looks at wayside displays of baskets
and rugs, pays a visit to the Thomas
Wolfe shrine in Asheville and ruefully
watches a bedecked Indian selling souve-
nirs at Cherokee.

This is North Carolina? No, Mr. Pierce
would say sagely. These are the outer
trappings that reveal the inner spirit to
the perceptive student of our state. Mr.
Pierce is the kind of author who looks
beneath the surface signs for their real

significance, as he demonstrated so ably

in his novel, THE PLANTATION.

After he looks at the three regions—
the Tidewater, the Piedmont and the
Smokies, he sums up North Carolina:
“Mountaineer, small farmer, planter; log
cabin, growing town, river house; ax,
mill, land.”

People’s
Platform

Editor
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certained that he has located the
weakest-kneed, most poverty
stricken sub-contractors that even
the FB.1. would despair of find
ing, he proceeds to tell our
friend Jack L. (Leg) Tinknocker,
that he will pay him a “certain
figure for installation of the heat-
ing in X number of houses. Think
ing in terms of what a pot-hellied
stove would cost or one of those
new-fangled gadgets, a floor fur-
nace, he doesn't ask Jack L. for
a price, he names the figure that
he will pay. Running this figure
rapidly through his Univae, Tink
nocker, the heating contractor,
comes to the conclusion that this
is his big deal. He knows whera
he can get the furnaces cheap.
They are the ones that he was
forced to remove, at gun point,
fiom the last big deal by a gang
of cold, scorched and irate home
owners, He also knows that he
can use the name of General Ju.
uilation T. Contractor as a whip
for the purpose of beating down
prices on the necessary materials,
to be bought from suppliers whom
he doesn't intend to pay unless the
sheriff catches him. If such an un-
tortunate thing should
pass, hie can always go back to
work for his former employer,
who is a legilimate heating con-
tractor and who made the fatal
mistake of “loaning” him the
tools and materials necessary to
“(ix"" his maternal grandmother's
furnace on his day off. It just so
happened that “grandma’ ‘was a
potential customer whom he dis-
covered while making a service
call for his former employer.

Perhaps the silliest of the lot is
the supplier who furnished the ma-
terials to Jack L. Tinknocker and
then wears out a set of bed sheets,
rolling and tossing at night, wor-
rying about his money, then
spends his waking hours in close
company with lawyers and sher-
rifs in an effort to collect

All this was bad enough while
coal and oil were the prevalent
fuels, but now that natural gas
nas arrived on the scene, we shud-
der to think of the probabilities
This stuff is dangerous and should
only be handled by experts and
responsible experts, at thal

The man who puts the tile in

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

HE State Department deftly censored
it from the record released to the
press, but Ambassador Henry Byroade
to senators recently that he
America's best
t, Prime Min

admitted

Supposed To Know

Byroade was formerly assistant sec-
retary of state in charge of Middle East-
ern affairs, then ambassador to Egypt.
He is supposed to know everything about
the Middle East, and for that reason, was
flown from his new post in South Africa
to testify before the Senate Foreign R
lations - Armed Services Committee on
President Eisenhower's Middle East doc-
trine.
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power, But we are not at war with
Russia. The only visible result is
the enhancement of the wealth

and power of
millionaires

American multi

~HOYT EAVES

Care For The Goose
And The Golden Egg

Cheraw, S. €

Editors, The New
E. the working people, would
like for our government to

explain all the unemployment in
our land

We have all noted government
statements that we have so many
millions employed today. Yet you
will also note that nothing is be
ing mentioned about so many of
our people being out of work. Yet
we have those who approve of giy-
ing jobs to ohers while our own
people go without jobs. The ques
tion is why this policy and who
are the ones responsible for these
conditions

¥ as a worker in the ranks of
the unemployed would like to warn
those who are responsible to take
note of our people who need jobs
to provide a living for th
and their families. Do th

mis

‘We're Still Wrestling With It’

~e (Vk,.
|ésu\(\‘/

Hhremm Lok
O o DKl evan PosT 49,

Sen. Hubert Humphrey, Minnesota
Democrat, as the question about
Prime Minister Bourguiba. But Byfoade
didn't know who he was.

“You were assistant secretary of
state for Near Eastern, South Asian, and
African affairs, were you not,” asked
Humphrey incredulously.

“Yes sir,” said Byroade.
ou mean to tell this committee
you don't know of Prime Minister Bour-
guiba?” snapped the senator,

Never Heard

Byroade acknowledged
not heard of Bourguiba.

“I cannot understand it,” Humphrey
shook his head. “He's is one of the most
prominent leaders and one of this coun-

Byroade's

son on Israeli
that he had

en route.

try's best friends in the area that was
under your jurisdiction.”

amazing
made behind closed doors.
transcript was made public, the State
Department carefully censored this tell
tale admission out of the record.

Dulles Bawled Out

When Tke heard that
Dulles had delayed 10 days without an-
swering a letter from Sen. Lyndon John-
sanctions,
Dulles out as a Marine Corps sergeant
dresses down a Parris Island recruit
That was why Dulles so hastily sent a
reply by hand to Johnson and leaked to
the press the fact that the letter was

confession was

Before the

letter to
John Foster table at
“Alfred
shamed.
he bawled
now has
Johnson,

Wonder
going to

proud of

are out of work and

n our fair
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increae

We can have another unem-
ployment army if s aclion is
not taken. Then it will be too bad
for our nation as a whole if we

have no one with money to buy
the goods from our markets. For
overseas can't buy

should take care of
at home who lays

the

the

g. that keeps the wheel

of our industrial power turning
r all.

golden ¢

We nced more jobs, not less

A. GRAHAM

KATHARINE HEPBU
Hope Didn't Help

Film Comedies Are

Unfunnier Than Ever
Charlotte
Fditors, The News
WAS recently lured to motion
pictures on the pretext of see-

ing entertainment classified as
comedy. One film was a Bob Haones
Katie Hepburn fiasco about the
Iron Curtain, but the most re.
cent happened to be a ho-hnm
epic ahout psychiatry, The |
was called “rollicking comedy™
by a local scribe

Certainly none of the so-called
rib breakers would dare stand
comparison with “The Philadal.

' “Arsenic and 014

" s
£ r even an earlicr
Hepburn film, “Woman of the
car.”” Evidently Hollywood has
lost the Capra or Preston Sturges
touch.

If “Oh Men, Oh Women!" is
really funny, then the next time
Iread a review of a comedy play-
ing in one of the local movie pal-
aces, T'll stay home and have a
ball Taughing over my income tax
returns for April

AVID M. ALEXANDER

Where Was Janitor
When Saloon Burned?

Lincolnton
Editors, The News:
AVE been taking your paper
for years, by carrier hoy, and
I sure do enjoy reading it, espe.
cially the editorials and People's
Platform.

In your issue of March 1 there
was a letter from Mrs. Mayme
Barger, relative to the. ligdor
business, and she said that a cer-
tain minister got down on his
knees and prayed that a certain
liquor place be destroyed and
while he was praying the place
was burned.

1 would like to ask Mrs. Barger,
where the church janitor was at
this time? Lincoln County is a
legally dry county and of course
everyone in North Carolina kriows
what has happened to the block-
aders in this county in the last
four months, and there are still
plenty of them here yet.

The solution of the liquor prob-
lem is like Mecklenburg and oth.
er counties that have ABC stores,

Then another fellow comes up
in People’s Platform and says
that Christ, wlien crucified, didn't
have a crown of thorns on his
head.

Next please

- 1. P. LONG

Case Of The Uninformed Ambassador

] Johason in turn was so riled at the
delay he went off to the Semate gym
for a rubdown, refused to receive the
letter.

Under The Table

Sen. Neuberger of Oregon, in his news.

constituents, told how Ike or

dered champagne bottles kept under the

the inauguration, then added:
E. Smith was wet and una-
Herbert Hoover was dry and
it” . . . Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
on its board of directors Louis
exsecretary of defense; John

Sullivan, exsecretary of the Navy; and
Frank Pace, exsecretary of the Army.

if they're making movies or
fight?




