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Teacher Pay: Gov. Hodges Faces Facts
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¥ on teacher pay increases
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Happy Choice For The Highest Court

PO fill the latest vacancy on the Upited

States Supreme Court, President Els-
enhower has chosen a member of the ju-
diclary, just as he said he wanted to do.
The President was wise to follow the dic
tates of his conscience. They have led
him to the doorstep of a particularly able
man

Charles Evans Whittaker of Kansas
City, Mo. has had a commendable career
as a trial lawyer, trial judge and, finally,
as an appellate judge. He is well quali-
fied by background and experience for a
seat on the highest court in the land

It is just regrettable that other dis-
tinguished U. S judges with high quall
flcations could not have had a similar op-
portunity.

We would hesitate to argue that only
veterans of the judiciary should be per-
mitted to serve as Supreme Court justices.
Such a rule would have deprived the
court of some of its finest minds. Justices
Holmes and Cardozo were judges most
of their lives and career men in the best
sense of the term. Others have been well
known professors of law, such as Justices
Stone, Douglas and Frankfurter. Justices
Jackson and Reed were members of the
executive branch of government. Justices
Sutherland and Black were members of
Congress. Justices Matthews, Fuller, But-
ler and Roberts were practicing attor-
neys who had achieved great financial
success. Several famous chief justices
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notably Marshall and Hughes — would
even have had difficulty moeting the
tests of “qualifications” often laid down

for Supreme Court membership by Sen
Sam J Ervin Jr. and others

The selection of judges for the high
court does usually insure that the candi-
date will have what is called a “judicial
temperament.” But even more important
is learning. Henry Steele Commager
written that “for every Brandeis familiar
with economics, for every Holmes versed
in literature, for every Cardozo learned
in philosophy, there are a dozen judges

who regard such learning as esoteric if
not irrelevant.” To be a true judicial
statesman, a member of the Supreme

Court must possess broad and deep know-
ledge, together with a practical experi-
ence with people and affair

every indication that Jud,
such a man

Soft Ride

“ A T THE rate the federal government
FA is spending  money,” says  Sen
Harry Byrd, “we're going to hell in a
Cadillac

The Virginian is more comforting than
he intends to he. It has been our cone
tinuing impression that the journey was
to be made in a five-year-old jalopy with
13 payments still owing.

There 1s
Whittaker is

Uplift Needed On The ‘New Frontier'

FTER his famous tour of the United
L States in the 1830s, Count Alexis de
Tocqueville returned to France to write
a monumental tome on American institu
tions. He spoke of “a small distressing
motion, a sost of incessant jostling of
men, which annoys and disturbs the
mind without exciting or elevating it."

Purely cultural enterprises were hav-
ing a difficult time of it. They were bare-
ly able to survive among a people “accus-
tomed to the struggle, the crosses and
the monotony of practical life.”

Things have not changed too much in
a century and a quarter.

A valuable cultural institution such as
Charlotte's Mint Museum of Art is to-
day fighting to keep its head above water
on a different kind of American fron-
tier: frontier of new commercial and
industrial opportunity. While exciting
new economic progress Is being made all
around us, a deserving citadel of culture
has to go begging for support.

The Mint's 1957 membership campaign
had a goal of 5.000. When the drive end-
ed last week only a few more than 700
new memberships had been added.

It's a disappointing total. But extension

From The New York Ti

AB

NE thing Bernard Shaw never lacked
— not that the very great man ever
lacked much-— was a sense of publicity.
Reading now that a British court has in-
validated the clause in Shaw’s will direc-
ting a large sum to the adoption of a
forty-character phonetic alphabet, one is
struck again by Shaw's ability to make
people talk about him. Of course, Shaw
plugged for more efficient English spell-
ing most of his life. So you can't say that
the grand iconoclast is merely pointing
a final finger from the grave at a seem-
ing absurdity which he had no genuine
hope of correcting. Perhaps he actually
did feel that his own great good sense in
the matter would eventually be accepted
and that his money would hurry the ac-
ceptance along.

What makes one suspicious, however
~—and certainly Shaw knew this—is that
money can't change language. Or, better,
that immense amounts of it can some-
times change language a trifle. Thus mil-
lions spent in advertising may make the
brand name of a product interchangeable
with the name of the product itself. It
may even enshrine the brand name, in
lower case, in the dictionary. But stop
manufacturing the product and soon the

of the campaign should give shame-faced
Charlotteans an opportunity to make
amends.

The Queen City, for all its hustle and
bustle, needs the Mint. It needs the op-
portunities the Mint offers for busy
minds to be elevated by the very esthetic
values Tocqueville had in mind during
the early 10th century

We urge all who neglected to contri-
bute in way—however small—to
the Mint's support last month to do so
now. It will be a contibution to a better
way of life on the new frontier.

Head Of A Pin

I ORTH CAROLINA's Thomas Wolfe
+V¥was modern America’s greatest
writer, says William Faulkner, because
“he ventured more and tried hardest to
inscribe the' whole history of man's
heart on the head of a pin."

Wolfe was indeed great, as every Tar
Heel schoolboy knows. But remembering
the undisciplined torrents of prose he
unleashed, we can only conclude that the
head of his pin was roughly the size and
depth of Lake Okeechobee.

some

C

old generic term is revived—if not spon-
taneously, then through the efforts of
surviving competitors serving the cause
of verbal purity.

The only way language changes is by
usage. Now if Shaw, after his fame and
audience were assured, had chosen to
have his marvelous prose printed only
in a forty-character alphabet, he might
have begun the semantic ball rolling—
that is, if publishers didn't wait until
copyrights expired in order to regress
to the ancient A B C's. But he didn't.
He was a business man

Apropos of “sensible” spelling, many
people feel that the European metric sys-
tem of linear measurement is superior to
our own because of its arithmetic effi-
ciency. And yet architects like Le Cor-
busier point out that the inch-foot-yard
system is better for creative uses be-
cause of its nonabstract, organic base.
Well, maybe the ancient fumbling spell-
ing of English, and of Shaw, has creative
advantages for the same reason.

Kissing the children good night is a
wonderful practice—if you don't mind
losing a lot of sleep to do it.—GREEN-
VILLE (8. C.) PIEDMONT.

Spartans Live On

The Achievements Of Terror

rt of intense

al comparison was
much In this reporter's mind in the
concluding weeks of his long vis
it to the Soviet Union, for a rather
simple reason. In brief, had the
erest and novelty of the
somewhat distorted
ent? And had one not
perhaps been too much struck by
the successes and too little ob
servant of the failures?

REUTE POWER

mixed

Soviet society, no
senses can feel any doubt at all
The mere statistics of the Soviet
Unlon's huge military forces and
massive industrial production do
not tell the full story either

The real story is one of growth
and even of a kind of creative-
ness. The Soviet leaders began

‘Come On,

one in  his
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SACRIFICES

T any Westerners have
tended 10 forget the reality of the
achievement in their horror at
t d of the achievement
wod has been to force the

people to make the greatest imag
nable sacrifices, in order to se.
cure. the funds needed for
investment in military defense
and capital improvement. One

can even argue that the rate of
growth of national power that the

Soviet leaders insisted upon.
could never have been attained
at the outset without enforcing

the sacrifices of the people in the

most literal sense, by blood purge
and by terror
But althoug
should neve b
Soviet achlevement sho

overlooked
present phase, this Soviet achieve
ment s visibly producing certain
changes in Soviet society

POLICE PERSIST

Thus the police persist every-
where, but the blood purges and
the terror belong to the past. Thus

workers in the mills were
aslone when the long working
was done

THOUGHT CONTROL

But in the Soviet Unic
are not let alone. Governess-man.

and to
thoughts
This elfort
erywhere, in the arts

viet intellectual life even

I'll Race Ya — Straight Up’

People’s Platform

Roman Fairness
Is Reaffirmed

Editors, The News

MONG recent efforts to sus-
41 fain the fallacy that *“‘Jesu:
was crowned with thorns,” one
particular contender attempts to
construct a case favoring the
premise on the grounds that “the
Romans had two sets of laws —
one for themselves and another
for their subjected peoples.”

False in every phase and de-
gree, the statement could evolve
only from a source . . . (misin-
formed) of Roman jurisprudence
and equity of administration. Ev-
ery historian of notes belies the
falsehood of discrimination in the
Roman courts.

Charlotte

Another writer assumes the
crown of thorns legend is true be-
cause the Bible says so, and be-
cause a passage of the assumed
authority alleges “all scripture is
given by inspiration of God.”

»

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

behind

petty gamblers, and madam:
McClellan of Arkansas h

the teamsters.

Tape Recording

One of the most interesting, and on
able features is tape
recordings of alleged conversations link-
attorney of Portland,
Ore., William Langley, to alleged team-
ster representatives, plus testimony that
from Big
convicted narcotics smug-

the surface inexpli

ing the district

Langley took contributions
Jim  Elkins,
gler and user.

brou,

Waiving the question of authen-
ticity and mistranslation, the pas-
sage obviously refers to the Old
Testament only, which certainly
makes no formal claim to divine
inspiration. Neither does the New
Even if they did the contradictory
and unscientific character of the
writings would refute the claim

The idea of inspiration is a
church dogma invented by fal
ble men, motivated by super:
tion, expediency and questionable
veracity and integrity.

—MRS. J. W. LUTZ

Critics Of Crown
On Slippery Ground

Gaffney, S. C.
Editors, The News
WORD, please, about the
crown of thorns we have been
hearing so much about the last
fow days.

1 want to say that if people doubt
the recorded testimony of holy
witnesses, who God ordained to be

ered

The Other Side

Langley is a Democrat.
a family of Democrats who were Demo-
crats when it wasn't too profitable to be
a Democrat in Oregon. His father before
district attorney. Both had ex-
cellent reputations, both were consid-
somewhat anti-labor,
one exception, never supposted them.

1 happen to have known the Langley
family dating back about 30 years. The
story of young Langley's having accepted
money and having conspired with petty
cardroom operators and teamster errand
boys sounded fishy to me. I went to him
Here is his side of the case, a story
which I believe to be true,

Young Langley's opponent for district

witnesses of all these things for
the hope of our salvation, and pre-
fer to take®any creature's com-
ment rather than God's inspired
word, they
very slippery ground.

As for Dr. Spaugh's thorn tree,
that is all mind-made stuff. The
Bible does not say where the
thorns came from, or whether they
were short or long, but it says “a
crown of thorns,” which is true.
Concerning Pilate, he did all he
could under the circumstances to
free Christ, but it could not be
done, for the time had come for
him to fulfill the scriptures, which
before had been ordained, and no
power could deliver him.

The Book of Luke was written
by one who was not an eyewitness,
but he wrote the things which the
eyewitnesses delivered to him.
Matthew, Mark and John testify
to the truth of the crown of
thorns, and to the spitting on Je-
sus and the smiting of him with
the reed.

~JOHN S. DICKSON

He comes from
Republi

Labor, with

Big Noise

Is all pervasive. Its
depressing effects can be seen ev-
and in So-
more
dramatically than in the existence

have entered upon

attorney, John McCourt, was a liberal
n who
bor, had always received labor support.
Langley had not. But to
of his last election race in October 1954,
the teamsters phoned his father to say
that they had discovered Mc(ourt was
ig Jim Elkins, the leader
of the gambling world, so they were
coming out for Langley. They did.

backed by Big

However, the noise the teamsters made
for Langley in those last two weeks prob-
ably did not overcome their previous 25
years of opposition.

Langley says he accepted mo money
from the teamsters, but they did spend
some money on his behalf and handed
out literature for him. What really won

RUSSIAN
COMMUNIST PRRTY
HEADQUARTERS

“I just read in Pravda what I'm goin~ to say tonight

You know, they write a pretty goo & cech ..

average man. And In the
it is producing two
s

e han things that
boringly ordinary in
ke on an extraordinar
atic and revolutionary

the Soviet Union

exhibition, simply _because the
oung t, llya Glazunov, had
at least rejected the more ex
treme valley-of-dead-bones  va-

riety of “'Socialist realism

By the same token I can still
vividly remember going to the
ice cream parlor-beer hall which
is the favorite rendezvous of Mos-
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the intellectuals an
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all the uplift and governes
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stages of Soviet development

Lone Ranger

Hitched T o Hospital Bedpost

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

LLNESS has becalmed one of

the stormiest men in the Sen-

ate~William Langer of North Da-
kota

The galloping, political lone
ranger from the western prairies
has beea seriously ill with pneu-
monia and pleurisy since Feb. 4
when he entered Bethesda Naval
Hospital.

Senators say his illness has
robbed them of their most faith-
ful audience of one. For Langer
habitually sits in front of the sen-
ator making a speech — no mat-
ter how dull or long the speech
may be — and stares at him with
all the intentness of a lip-reader.
Often Langer is the only other
senator in the chamber

His presence is missed marked-
Iy for other reasons, too. Who else,
for instance, can chain-smoke cig-
ars during a committee hearing
without ever lighting one? He
sucks on them instead, usually
with the cellophane still on. And
who else, senators ask, is so thor-
oughly unpredictable?

Even his party affiliation is of.
ten doubtful. Listed as a Republi-
can, he often pays less attention
to President Eisenhower's legis-
lative requests than any other sen-
ator.

CARE FOR CONSTITUENTS

So how did someone with so
much independence get so far in
the back-slapping profession of
politics? He breaks all the po-
litical rules but one: Take care
of the voters back home. He vot-
ed against the Marshall Plan and
the United Nations, ‘but the rec-
ords don't show him subordina-
ting North Dakota's interests.

To get the picture of the man
who is so colorful that he comes
into the spotlight just because he
is not active these da you have
to go back to his first taste of
politics. That came in 1890 when
he was not yet four years old. His
father became a member of North
Dakota's first state legislature,

His own first political mark was
made at Columbia University
where he was named ‘“the biggest
politician, most popular man and
the one most likely to succeed.”
He earned his law degree from
the University of North Dakota
before coming to Columbia and.
had passed the state bar when he
was 18. He was graduated with
a liberal arts degree from Co-
lumbia in 1910. He was class presi-
dent and valedictorian.

state’s attorney generalship in
1916 with the backing of the Non-
Partisan League, at that time a
newly formed farmers' political
organization that controlled the
Republican party.

After a slam-bang career in
those legal posts, he ran for gov-
ernor in 1920. He lost then but
ran again in 1932, emerging as the
only Republican governor elected

had been strong for la-
ward the end

in a state that supported Frank

lin D. Roosevelt. He no sooner
sat in the governor's chair n
he became a headline figure from
coast to coast. One of his first
acts was to declare a moratorium
on farm foreclosures. He also e

bargoed the e N
fought New Deal farm measures
at every turn

STARTED PAPER

His eagerness to combat news-
paper_criticism by starting a pa.
per of his own led to a federal
grand jury indictment. He was
charged with soliciting subscrip-
tions from state employes, some
of whom were on relief.

As Langer himself put it in a
speech last year before the West
Virginia Bar Assn.: "I wanf you
to know that T was up for dis
ment twice 1 was arrested
and sefitenced to 18 months in the
penitentiary. But I didn't serve
the sentence. We had the right
kind of supreme court.”

The trials forced him out of tha
governor's chair in 1934 but he
regained ft in 1937. In 1940 he
ran for the Senate and won. But
his earlier escapades caused him
to wait 15 months before he could
take his Senate seat.

A group of North Dakotans Feb,
3, 1941, filed g sworn petition al
leging “Langer is, and long h:
been, openly, notoriously and ad-
mittedly corrupt in his official
and public life,"" The Senate sub-
committee that heard the charges
concluded Langer was guilty of
“gross impropriety, lawlessness,
shotgun law enforcement, jail-
breaking, violation of oath as :
attorney, rabble-rousing. civil dis-
obedience, breach of the peace,
obstruction of the administration
of justice and tampering with
court officials.”

The investigation unearthed le-
gal escapades that rivaled a Hol-
Iywood two-recler for brass and
resourcefulness. There was the
time, for instance, when Langer
held up a telephone office to make
sure it did not tip off a disor-
derly house his men were raiding.
And then he talked a divorcea
into remarrying her husbhand so
she couldn't testify that she saw
her husband shoot her lover.

The Senate voted 52-30 to secat
Langer.

SEN. LANGER
He Beats All Raps

Was D. A. Framed | n Racket Probe?

WASHINGTON
HERE is more than meets the eye
the sensational parade of
narcoties addicts, underworld characters,
that Sen.
ght be-
fore his committee during his probe of

him the election was his promise to solve
the murder of a teen-age baby sitter by
a Chinese and his white wife. He solved
it and secured a conviction by getting
Tom Maloney, who has figured in the
Senate hearings and taken the Fifth
Amendment, to go to Chinatown and dig
up a key witness, Maloney was a sort of
poolroom hanger-on and errand boy for
Frank Brewster of the teamsters. And

Langley used him to get information on

the

record

underworld,
prostitution. That was why he paid Ma-
loney money and why it was eas

including houses of

to
with

telephone conversations

him. Maloney in turn was using a char-
acter named Leo Plotkin, who sold lin-
gerie and cheap jewelry to the sporting
girls in Portland brothels, to get infor-
mation for Langley,

re

»ntE oadvo




