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Council Must Justify

ITY COUNCIL has properly defended
4 the statutory status quo in its re

lations with the City-County Planning
Commission

There is no compelling reason to re
quire a two-thirds vote of the elected

Council in order to overturn a decision
of the appointive planning commission
But in reaching its conclusion to oppose
Sen. Spencer Bell in this matter, mayor
and Council blurred the outlines and en-
gaged in oversimplification of a rather
involved problem

This is unfortunate because recognition
and ace d of the in
might produce some fruitful results with-
out sacrificing the principle of majority
rule by an elected body.

.

nder no circumstances,” said Mayor
Van Every, “do I think the City Council
should give its rights away to any com
mittee, and if it has tp abide by what a
committee does the people have no re
course. The way it is now the people can
alway

vote us out

The principle is right
ened by the fact that the people cannot
always “vote us out.” The people in the
perimeter area have no recourse against
Council. They have representation—and
that indirect—only on the planning com-
mission

Thus Sen. Bell a
that in perime
commission’s decis|

but it is weak

gues with some logic
zoning at least the
on should have more
weight than Council’'s. This point un
fortunately, was glossed over in Coun
cil's discussion of the Bell proposal
It cannot be said either that annexa
tion will remove this flaw in Council
_position. Only one third of the perimeter
is proposed for annexation. For an in-
definite  period, an  unrepresentative
Council C(in perimeter matters) will be

Its Majority Rule

» to override the representative body
simple majority

en. Bell's proposal, although it ap
pears as a specific for the problem, also
has a serious flaws The purpose of the
planning and zoning statute is to shape
growth without distinction as to city and
county areas, to treat the metropolitan
area as the unified whole it is destined to
become. But into the “unified whole”
concept Sen. Bell's proposal would intro
duce a legal distinction between city and
county areas with the possible effect of
diminishing acceptance of planning and
zoning by city residents

We think the zoning statute as drawn
is sound. There had to be some appeal
agency and City Council, being most rep-
resentative of the total population area
the logical body in which to invest
ate jurisdiction
he root of the present ruckus is the
belief that Council is insensitive to the
views of perimeter residents. Certainly
the record suggests it is less sensitive
to them than to city residents “who can
vote us out”

Council says very firmly it opposes the
distinction Sen. Bell wishes to  make
This places upon Council the responsibil-
ity of avoiding distinctions of its own
making, of avoiding any hint of diserim-
ination against perime residents. 1t
has, in fact, had that responsibility all
along, but there is reason to believe it
has not fully accepted it

The resulting resentment  works
against effective planning and zoning and,
equally important, against annexation as
well

Council vigorously defends its major-
ity vote

Let it justify that position by scrupu-
lous fairness, and strict attention to the
general welfare

This Is What The Park Board Needed

HARLOTTE'S City Council emerged

4 clear-eyed and weatherwise this
week from a political tempest of its own
making. When the time came to fill the
much-disputed Park Board cancy it
settled for the name of Mrs. Robert D.
Howerton.

There were any number of worthy can-
didates for the seat. But the selection of
Mrs. Howerton is particularly commend-
able.

1t is perhaps just as well that the sub-
ject of a successor to Stan Cropley
stirred so much discussion. As a result,
more than ordinary care went into the
business of sifting and scrutinizing the
qualifications and aptitudes of prospec-
tive appointees. Such conscientious care
in the filling of vacancies on important
municipal boards and commissions is
sure to pay big dividends.

Mrs. Howerton, an active career wom-
an, is well-equipped for her new duties.
As principal of Ashley Park School, she
has already demonstrated an elightened
interest in community problems. She has
been active in civic affairs for a number
of years.

Furthermore, Mrs. Howerton has not
neglected her home work on the specific
problem of meeting the recreation needs

of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County. It
is already clear that she will bring a
fresh, new viewpoint to the Park Board.
For instance, she believes that the body's
emphasis on spectator sports has gone
“plenty far enough” and thinks it's time
to concentrate on family recreation

In this latter and frequently neglected
field, a woman’s touch will undoubtedly
prove helpful

Her interest in the long-range recom-
mendations of the Allen report on recrea-
tion is also particularly welcome at a
time when park planning must be shaped
to meet the challenge of a swiftly ex-
panding population. The previously all-
male commission has been less than
enthusiastic about many sound and sensi-
ble improvements suggested in the sur-
vey-—some of which can be had without
spending any enormous sums of money,

The “school-park” concept, which
would turn many aygrounds into
community recre centers, is an
example of the kind of innovation Mrs.
Howerton can be expected to support
enthusiastically.

The Council deserves commendation
for penning a happy ending to a long
and exasperating controversy. Mrs. How-
erton deserves the community’s be,
wishes for a successful term of offict

Why Consolidation Is So Necessary

T IS significant that some of the

weightiest arguments yet offered for
consolidation of city and county school
systems lurk in the depths of last week's
Chamber of Commerce report on annexa-
tion.

Expertly and effectively, the Chamber
demonstrates the kind of needless com-

plexities separate school systems cre-
ate.

Any area annexed to the city does not
automatically become a part of the city
school district. A separate vote of the
people involved is usually required
and, presumably, this custom will
be followed in the proposed extension.

But, as the Chamber's study commit-
tee discovered, district lines cannot be
shlflcq from one place to another with-
out raising operating difficulties in both
school systems and great inconvenience
to some of the pupils and their parents.

For instance, there are eight county
schools within the perimeter area to
come into the city—but none of these is
a high school. High school pupils living
in this area will have to be distributed
among high schools located within the
present city limits.

There are three county schools closely
adjacent to the proposed line. These

From Th, port:

PROBING

'HE Optical Society of America has
‘A recently described an instrument
that will help astronomers see through
the interstellar dust clouds which obscure
the center of the Milky Way. Of course,
the Milky Way is a “flattish disk-shaped
aggregation of a hundred billion stars,”
while governments are flattish amoeba-
shaped aggregations of career officers
and civil servants. But both radiate.

The Milky Way sends out a visible
white light that is scattered by dust

A

schools will lose approximately half of
their present pupils.

But perhaps more important, 43.7 per
cent of the total taxable value for sup-
port of the county school supplement
lies within the perimeter area. The in-
come from this source would be reduced
from $320,000 to $180,000. Within the
same area the county school system will
lose only 33 per cent of its pupils.

It is the study committee's conclusion
“that a common school system for all
of Mecklenburg County would have com-
pletely eliminated all the problems en-
countered in our study, would allow the
fullest and most efficient utilization of
all school buildings and administrative
staff and teachers, would provide state
bus transportation of all pupils living
more than one and a half miles from
their school and would be generally more
efficient and less costly than the two
systems we have now.”

It is the committee's firm opinion that
“the best solution for local school prob-
lems would be the ronsolidation of the
city and county schools.”

Thus, the case for consolidation be-
comes even more convincing. The inter-
dependence of metropolitan Charlotte
and the county requires educational uni-
formity. The time has come to provide
it. ¢

DEVICE

clouds, and an infrared light that the new
instrument will be able to pick up. Our
government emits speeches and dollars
and arms and good will, also subject to
scattering by dust clouds, and the center
sometimes becomes obscure. Perhaps the
astronomers’ instrument could be rede-
signed and . . . but this is wishful think-
ing. Anyhow, the Milky Way is far easier
1o understand. It is a hundred worlds,
while ours is only one.

People’s
Platform
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upon the individual. Liquor was
not and is not taboo in our home
We were taught temp
home and in society as the good
Lord meant it to be

Not to shun it like the devil
itself but to consume it in mod
eration at the proper time and
place. Not to have o sit in a ear
and drink until the bottle is
empty (from paper cups) he-
cause you @ not allowed to
bring it home or it is illegal to
carry an opened bottle in vour
car. And then get hehind 2 wheel
and attempt to drive
Tethal weapon ouf o
mobile. Look at the
antomohile death rate and acel
dent figure

choice

At

know

We were taught a cockfail be
fore dinner in a publie restaurant
was good for vour heslth. Not
whisky sneaked out of a paper
bag from under the table frgm a
paper eup

And, incidentally, part of the
profit from that cocktail defrayed
New York State's income tax,
making the payment of same 10
its residents an obligation, not
yearround  burden like
lina

Roam amidst highballs and cig
arette smoke we never did. Wher
adulls wer
ning of rela
parents, our party was ove
fo bed we went and stayed,
less sick. Not to be hrought out
amongst guests because “mom.
ma” was too wypically southern-
Jazy o spend a few minutes and
soothe our fears, give us a drink
of water or persuade us with
the flat palm that bed was where
we were staying.

Caro

And as for Mother doing a
handstand at 2 amw. I'm sure
after caring for nine children
and a husband without the assist-
ance of a colored mammy, she
was too tired after entertaining
and feeding her guests—some-
thing unheard of below the Ma
son-Dixon line

Up North the food. and, I mean
plain old Yankee food, comes out
at midnight—things like haked
ham, haked beans, potato salad,
sandwiches with meat in between
the bread; even just bacon, egas
and toast—not canapes and cock-
tail sauces
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The Children Must Have Places To Play

Parks Must Be Protected
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and the
not
the pressure of a machine.
These men do not seek office
re too honest to
in than
term in

then, don't we, the peo-
ple, put these men in office on
their record instead of the ones

an indicator, There was a formal
fight made against integration, but
only for the record. The institu.
tion's heart was not in the fight

Of course, T do not contend that
the University at Chapel Hill is
the only insiitution in the state
that welcomes integration. The
Woman's College faculty has been
polled and has gone on record in
favor of integration. Many if not
most of the denominational col-
leges of the state are likewise in
svmpathy  with _integration. In
fact, the Free-Will Baptists are all
that 1 know of that are not

I think 1 know whereof 1 speak.
At least, I am going to place my
interpretation of the situation and
conclusion as to where we will be
as an end result.

aid  of

under

they

This new one-race-one-blood doc.
trine is essentially an amalgam
tion doctrine, With its acceptance,
am. iation of the races is ine
evitable, and the victimized stu.
dent of today is asking the logical
question, why the delay?

We have fallen into the logic of,
not quality, but numbers.
that the white race comprises only
one-fourth of the world’s popula-
tion has lead our political leade
t their lot with the numbers.

ng its best to
equal ( the earth,
and the Protestant Church is now
trying to out-do the Catholic in
the auest for members Asstime
ing that the white race co
only one-fourth of the world's
population, I have no hesitancy in
- tenths of the
things ma-
s human welfare
result of the white man's

prises

T make no preiense of ha
commuhicaied with God as to
revision of his creation. I acceot
the simple theory that had Iie
d it different, He woull
ve made it so. Why did he not
make one fish, one fowl, one re
tile and one beast instead of spe.
cies of th ne? He could have
had He wanted to.

Now, the proof of any pudding
is the eating. What have we to
show for the one-race-one-blood
doctrine. It has heen applied with-
out let or hindrance to the south
of us, There we have an inferior
human product, and I do not be-
lieve I am untruthful or sacreli-
wious when 1 say the devil would
not have it if he could avoid it.

There may be some rare hird
that delights in the befouling of
its nest, but 1 do not know of it.

As for necking in the garden,
hah! We don’t have gardens.
There is just one tree in Brook
lyn, remember! And, besides
that, it's too damned cold.

And, furthermore, your south
ern gentlemen age too busy be-
ing southern gentlemen, or an-
other word—henpecked

American children are the men
and women of tomorrow who will
go right on supporting your be
loved Europe and fighting her
wars as we have for decades.

And if you're so sick or caught
up on ftricycles ridden at full
speed across your ankles and
having your highball spilled, put
your highball down for one min-
vte and take two tiny hands in
vours, feel two little arms around
vour neck and a wet mouth kiss
you and sav “I love you” You
can't buv that in any package
store or bottle

Listen to a wee volce pray at

Rt. 8, Charlotte
Editors, The News:
1 let me make a few re-
marks about the proposed
new Health Center, which I am
certain express the sentiments
of many citizens. For it seems
that sensible men in group ses-
sion can sometimes develop ideas
that are worse than strange.
psyehologists have a for
this—is it “group madness” or
“mob psychology,” or something
like that?

Some years ago I recall that
the city fathers proposed in all
seriousness to erect a comfort
station upon the top of the
graves in the old cemetery be-
hind the First Presbyterian
Church, where many Revolution
ary War heroes are buried, and
whose heirs hold right and title
of that property “forever.” The
late Miss Julia Alexander was
one of those who were most
actively interested in defeating
this measure.

1t is also true that several dec-
ades ago the late honored Mr.
James Irwin, an early citizen
here, offered to give the city a
large and beautiful meadow
fronting on W, Trade St. and
extending from about Clarkson
St. on down to Irwin Creek,
provided that the city would
maintain it as a public park.
Why this offer was not accepted
1 do not know: however, I do
know that it is e

at this very moment.

The City Council is now lis-
tening to a proposal to utilize
a section of Independence Park
at Hswthorne Lane an Tth
St. for a Health Center. Will
the heirs of the donors of this
property, Messrs. Walter and J.
B. Alexander, and other donors,
sit quietly by and witness the
purposes and conditions of the
deeds diverted from a play-
ground and public park,
lovely groves and green grass,

and changed over to contain a
Health Center with its neces-
sarily uncomely and menacing
traffic? Indeed, if such a meas-
ure is passed, T would like to
know what incentive remains to
induce _the generousminded to
ever give another cent or foot
of land for a public park and
playground for youths.

1 hope that the promoters of
the Court House addition suc-
ceed in effecting condemnation
of the city block behind it and
appropriating it for their needs,
ind at the same time rid the
city of a chronic eyesore in the
very heart of town. Would it not
be also a good plan 1o condemn
the block behind the City Hall
for a preger Health Cenfer? It
has mucn i its favor, and espe-
cially as the city can be also rid
f a companion block that is
even a worse offense—a sham-
bles, a fire hazard, and a public
menace.
—JOSEPHINE A, 0SBORNE

The white racial renegate is the
only creature that I now know of
who wishes to do just that,

I recognize that the Negro has
rights that deserve honor and re-
spect, 1 exult in the fact that I
have financed two Negro girls
and one Negro boy through cole
lege. He has the right to grow
into competition with the white
man in the arts and sciences, the
right to participate in our govern.
ment and to make out of himselt
such citizens as he can without
aitificial  restrictions. If the
NAACP would eschew all claim to
racial amalgamation, indeed pro.
hibit it in its fight for the Negro's
right in the sum, I would join it
in spirit and contribute o its
treasury.

The foregoing is the only mod.
erate and sensible approach to
the problem. What the church
and the NAACP are now_doing
is a veritable crime against hu.
manity and the laws of God,

’

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON
PRHSH)F\'T Eisenhower can look back
on a long period of ups and downs
in British relations as he confers with
Prime Ministér Macmillan in Bermuda.
He can look back to the summer of 1944
when he lived in a pleasant headquar-
ters camp outside London and spent long
hours planning the invasion of Normandy.
He can look back, too, to the crowds in
the streets of London giving him a hero’s
welcome as he came back from the wars
—Londoners standing for hours to get
a glimpse of the man who ran the Nazis
out of Europe—standing on the Guild-
hall balcony beside crusty, unsmiling
Winston Churchill, promising that the
United States and England would build

peace together, forever . . .

Pleasant Trips

And he can look back to pleasant trips
1o Scotland for grouse shooting after the
war when he was stationed in Germany.
The Scots even gave him part of a castle
where he could relax any time he wanted
—a gift for life from the grateful people
of Scotland . . . And he can look back
at the day when he marched with other

‘.

capand-gowned dignitaries to receive an
honorary degree from ancient Oxford
University; and o a myriad other pleas-
ant associations with a country grateful
to a soldier,

lke And Churchill

Came the day when Eisenhower was
about to become President of the United
States. He began to receive little chits
from his old friend Winston Churchill—
also transatlantic phone calls, Churchill
had kept up a steady stream of corre-
spondence across the Atlantic with Frank
lin Roosevelt. Winning the war became
a sort of partnership, a joint enterpve
between them. Never had the Anglo.
American alliance been firmer 2.
tions simmered a bit under Truman and
Attlee.

Slippers And Robe

Prime Minister Attlee, a Laborite,
didn’t camp out in the White House with
the Trumans the way Churchill had
clumped up and down White House up
stairs corridors in his bedroom slippers,
his crimson and gold kimono half.draped
around his nude and cherubic torso

4

So with Tke about to enter the White
House, Churchill expected the cozy rela-
tions of war days to resume. He was 50
eager that he insisted on coming to see
Ike two weeks before he was sworn in
as President.

Strain To Talk

The new President-elect was cordial,
but the relationship was different from
those haleyon hero days right after the
war. Churchill was no longer giving sug-
gestions to a military man. He was talk-
ing to a President of the United States.
This time Tke was on his own . . . Also
the grand old man of England was push-
ing 80 and getting quite deaf. It was a
strain to talk to him.

Great Ambition

Churchill had a great ambition—to hold
a Big 3 conference with Soviet Russia—
to patch up the peace of the world. The
new President didn't like the idea, but
Churchill kept hammering it home, un-
til finally he induced Ike to meet him
again in Bermuda in December 1953 for
further discussions . . . Ike will be look-
ing back on that too as he meets this

—JOHN W, HESTER

Ups And Downs Of lke & The British

week with another Prime Minister of
England. But one thing he may not have
known was that when he, Eisenhower,
departed Bermuda he left his old friend
in tears.

Churchill had planned a dramatic ses.
sion which he would dominate. The Pres.
ident cut short that session abruptly, flew
to New York to address the United Na.
tions on Atoms-For-Peace. It took the
headlines completely away from his old
wartime friend, the fading, aging Prime
Minister of England.

Ruptured Alliance

There are other things Tke will be
looking back on as he meets once again
in Bermuda to consider the badly rup-
tured Anglo-American alliance. He can
look back on the night of Nov. 5 last
year, one night before the election, when
he telephoned another Prime Minister of
England and told Sir Anthony Eden to
get his troops out of Suez It was re-
ported in London that he had used bar.
racks-rosm language—a report denied by
:‘Ih; White House. The fact was that he

id.




