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Annexation: The Target & The Timing

N a feat scarcely as sinewy as a twist
of the wrist, Mecklenburg's legisla
tive delegation has tentatively readjusted
the sights on the city's entire annexation
program

Caucusing without Rep. Jac* Love,
members considered postponing date
of an election on city limits e ion
and the effective date of any annexa
tion approved by the electorate. A final
decision will not be made until next
Monday, but the proposed changes have
considerable support

Has the city's alm been spoiled” Has a

civie goal been deliberately and mischiev
ously transfigured?

Not at all

Despite some incidental an
part of annexation's more
ponents, the chances for or
sion of Charlotte’s city limits might ac
tually be enhanced by a strategic delay

Faced with the prospect of anti-annex

ish on the
atient pro-

erly exten

ation delaying factics, pro-annexation
forces would be starryeyed indeed to
suppose that they could pilot necessary
legislation through the General Assem

bly in time to mount a suitahle campaign
before the April 20 municipal primary
Discretion being the better part of valor
it would perhaps be better to shoot for
some later, and safer, date

Rut more important is the matter of
the actual effective date of any annexa
tion approved by the voters in an elec
tion. Considering the nature of opposi
tion to annexation it would seem politic
to provide for the city to begin installing

Ramon Magsaysay:

(‘ERT AIN “necessary friends and allies"”
« represent to many Americans the
bitterest fruit the cold war has borne

It is far more physically than spirit
ually comforting to be committed to the
upkeep of one kind of totalitarianism
such as Franco’s, in order to contain
another kind, such as Khrushchev's

Sometimes—notably during the visit
by King Saud and propssals for a visit
by Mars Tito—the country's con
science rises against its logic. There are
demonstrations and blunt rejection of
the niceties of diplomacy. A sense of
shame is made manifest

Toward other of its allies Americans
feel the kinship and constant sympathy
of true friendship

They rightly felt that way about the
Philippines’ Ramon Magsaysay who was
killed in an airplane crash this week
His death cost the U.S. a devoted friend,
and the underdeveloped nations of the
world a “source of inspiration

Significantly, he was a friend of his
own people as well as of the free world's
leaders. As one countryman put it,
Magsaysay had brought to Manila's Mal-
acanan Palace “the sweaty smell, clean
breezes, plain honesty and basic good-
ness of the small towns and barrios of
the Philippines.” In one respect at
least, Magsaysay shared an attitude of
American politicians. He was constantly
“out amongst 'em.” meaning the people

Magsaysay's love for his people and
his personal and official efforts to im-
prove their lot brought the Philippines

services to as many perimeter residents
as practicable ahead of the arrival of
city tax bills

There is good reason to believe that
this could be done without an zreat
stress or strain on the city if a little
more leeway were given At the same
time, one of the principal warcries of the
anti-annexation brigade could be an-
swered

The Council had proposed an effec
tive date Jan. 1, 1050 Some delay
would not he unreasonable provided
that annexation could he accomplished
in time for Charlotte newly expanded

population to be registered in 1960 cen-
sus figures.

il, a change
would be

To achieve the larger
in the timing of annexati
completely Justified. 1t is significant that
four out of five members of the Meck
lenburg legislative delegation have ac
tually found little else to tinker with in
the city's plan Charlotte, consequently,
should be grateful for large favors. After
all, the target is vastly more important
than the timing

Gas & Peace

('II\IHHH! has another
+ price war. It has plunged prices
down as much as a nickel a gallon. Peace,
as always. is to be desired —but not peace
at any price

Let's have peace at this price

Grief Without Fear

gasoline

Ramon Magsaysay

a long way toward all the freedoms of a
genuine democracy

They have come so far that grief,
instead of fear, was the first U. S reac-
tion to the news of Magsaysay's death

An Immortal Man Grows A Tulip

.
'HE man of the house smiled indul-
gently. The girl child, it was plain

to see, had reached the cut-out stage

She was cutting, tongue between teeth
and with great concentration, along the
dotted line of the white paper. Presently,
with a few unnatural indentations on the
petals and with a severed stem, a paper
tulip emerged from her efforts.

His gentle lecture on the need for neat-
ness and carefulness on the part of young
ladies dampened briefly the enthusiasm
of her achievement. But she asked about
colors anyway.

He suggested red because he had plant-
ed Red Emperors along the front walk.
And in the further interest of neatness
and carefulness on the part of young
ladies, he decided to tell her how much
painstaking effort is required to produce
a perfect tulip.

The soil, he pointed out, had been poor
and at great effort he had hauled woods

From The Washington Daily News

dirt to partially replace it. He explained
that woods dirt consists mainly of rot-
ted leaves from thousands of trees Then,
he said, holes were dug to the depth pre-
scribed by horticulturalists. In the bot-
tom was placed bone meal which was
made by grinding up the bones of ani-
mals which had departed this world, and
on top of this was placed a tulip bulb
imported from master growers in Holland.
Then, he explained, the hole was covered
and, in its time, the tulip had come up
and bloomed

He looked at her paper tulip again, a
little disturbed by the severed stem

“Come,” he said suddenly, “look at my
tulip.”

And there beside the walk, its roots
in the moist earth and its head turned
to the warming sun, stood the perfect
tulip—his tulip.

Welcome, spring!

It is the only time a man can play
God and get away with it.

HOW BIG IS TOO BIG?

BANKER we know has a shiny,

good-as-new 1929 Studebaker which
he keeps in a beautiful mosaic-decorated
$10,000 garage.

He said this is the newest comfortable
car that will fit it and hell be danged
if he’ll ruin $10,000 worth of masonry
just to get something with stratosphere
fenders and an airplane tail.

But suppose one has no '29 Stude-
baker? Well, numbers of motorists with
pre-war garages are staring ruefully at
the weathered hind parts of new cars
no longer garaged, but merely holstered.

Since 1937, the American car has
grown about two feet; from 15.to 16.8
feet long in 1937, to today's 17 to 18.5
feet.

Metered parking spaces are generally
22 feet. In 1937, you had 5.4 to 7 feet
to maneuver before smashing a fender.

4

o

Now the crunch comes within 35 to 5
feet unless the fellow is cheating in the
next space—and he usually is.

Couldn’t Detroit do arivers and itself
a big favor by putting some sort of limit
on car sizes?

There could be a rule like the one
in the battleship industry which says
don’t build anything too big to go
through the Panama Canal—only, in
this case, make it read the American
garage.

Research scientist told the United
States Brewers Foundation that a supply
of canned beer would be a good stop-gap
substitute for water in case of atomic
attack. It should make the bomb shel-
ters a good deal livelier, t00.—ARKAN-
SAS GAZETTE.

‘We've Got To Stop All This Spending On Essentials’

=
957 T Lasal

Antidote For Complacency

Peterson Peers Into Hell

By STEWART ALSOP

e
rosT -

People’s Platform

Charlotte

ely pointed

out to the eitizens of the area

that the Council proposes to an.
nex just what kind of govern
ment they may expect once
they're within the eity That is
a government in which the al
mighty dollar (in the form of
selfish business interests) is far
mightier than the expressed

major

wishes of the vast of
itizens and the rea
a planning

hose function

1 and not ju

In the Cotswold case, the

Council had a great opportunity
to e above the petty politics
with which it is so often e
cupied and show these citizens

of the perimeter arca that it
would indeed be a fine thing if
\greed to come into the
city. Imtead, four councilmen
(numbering the loudest propo
nents of annexation) flew in the
face of parents pleading for the
safety of their children and pro
tection of their property. It's
hardly surprising that many
Cotswold residents who had pre.
viously favored annexation now
wish to have as little to do with
the city of Charlotte as possible.
Several counc in oppos-
ing Sen. Bell’
quire a two-th
to overturn a planning board de-
cision, have said a simple ma
jority should rule because the
Council, after all, is sefisitive to
the shifting winds of public
opinion. This is, of course,
laughable, since these same
councilmen ignored a veritable
hurricane of public opinion in
turning these people down

It could be that Council is
sensitive to public opinion only
when it can vote in the next
election. If that be the case, it
is not strange that Council lis
tened to a few—who can vote
this spring and ignored hundreds

WASHINGTON
ng on four years now,
rson, a genial Nebras
ka politician, has heen peering
intently into hell The results
of his peering worth de.
scribing, if only as an antidote to
the queer mood of national com
placency wh been de-
scribed by Time magazine as
“The New Normaley.”

Peterson, as chief of the Fed-
eral Civil Defense Agency, recent-
Iy briefed the President and the
National Security Council on the
results of his peerings. He said,
in effect, that the government
would have to spend about $32 bil
lion if the country really wanted
a serious civil defense program
It is interesting to trace the steps
by which Peterson arrived at his
huge price tag

Back in 1953, when
was appointed to his job, he took
a good hard look at the real na-
ture of the nuclear weapons—the
first civil defense official to do
so. He summed up his unhappy
conclusion in four words — *The
cities are finished."

SAVING THE PEOPLE
The cities being finished, the

Peterson

But the more they looked into the
problem of providing shelters for
the urban population, the more
hideously complicated — and ex
pensive — it became,

CANNIBALISM

To take care of a whole city
there would have to be a shelter
every two or three hlocks. The
ple would have to live in the
shelters perhaps as long as a
month otherwise lingering ra.
diation would kill them when they
emerged. So they would have
to have sanitary and medical fa
cilities in the shelters. And they
would have to have food. “Other
wise,” Peterson has remarked, in
an aside which casts a macabre
light on the problem, “they
would eat each other up."

This kind of elaborate shelter-
ing, which would only assure that
a portion of the urban population
would survive in the midst of ut
ter ruin, would cost over $30 bil
lion for the nation as a whole ac-
cording to the estimates of Peter-
son's staff. You only have to look
at the price tag to realize why
the National Security Council, with
a collective shudder, has put the
Peterson plan in the file-and-for
get category.

serious shelter program. There is
no real shelter program in the
Soviet Union. The Soviets have
presumably decided that more real
security is provided by the air-
craft and missiles they
ing so furiously, and the;
ably right.

Yet the meaning of the decision
to file and forget the Peterson plan
ought to be understood. It means,
quite simply, that in case of all-
out nuclear war, not only the cities
but the people in the cities “are
finished.”  President Eisenhower
recently said that “the liRelihood
of any nation possessing these
great weapons using them in
an attack grows less, I think, ev-
ery year. . . because, as I see it,
any such operation is just another
way of committing suicide.”

A QUESTION

The President may be right. But
his remark suggests a question
Is the United States wise to base
ite military power almost exclu:
sively on “these great weapons"
which may never be used? That is
what the United States is doing.
At any rate, the futile outcome of
Val Peterson’s four years of peer:
ing into hell suggests that “The

who, hecause they live in the
county, cannot

t any rate, Council has very
effectively changed my mind

Annexation Pales

sdom of agreeing to

about the w
annexation

—R. L. LEON

Marine Cry Babies
To Be Remembered

Washington
Editors, The News
TTHE present ¢
exceptions, of
17-and-18-year-old )
qualified to be n
I morally. They

physically ¢

ding the pro.

Cry babies recognized in
the Marines just as “homesick
ness” is recognized and  the

make

who were

nstructor an 1,

eventually land in the “slop
) s" cate

The fathers of these boys who
cried with their darlings should
take them home, but they won't
for the probation officer is wait
ng for their darlings. Neverthe-

less, these fathers should re.
member that these “crying ba.
bies" will never be allowed to

forget the day they cried, in or
out of service
The new commanding general
of Parris Island is a recognized
soldier and won't tolerate abuse,
but neither will he any
stomach for a “cry baby
—MARTIN A. McGRORY
U. S. Marines
19101945

People Taxed To Aid

State’s Lawbreakers
Charlotte

Editors, The News:
notice the lawmakers in Ra-
leigh are still taxing the peo-

ple to run a welfare department

to pay mothers for the upkeep
of their illegitimate children.

This is like all the other taxes

that are forced on.the people

when the law is not enforced on
its violators. If each person who
brings illegal children into the
world would be forced to spend
five years in the pen for their
adultery the people would not
have to be taxed to keep them up.

—MRS. J. D. BIGGERS

Advertising Mistakes

The Lady Fought Back

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
N. Margaret Chase Smith of

Maine has encountered an old
acquaintance in the sensational
story that the crown prince of the
Teamsters Union tried to heat a
senatorial investigation with the
help of bribery.

Involved with James R. Hoffa,
Teamster vice president, in the
bribery presentation to a federal
grand jury here is Hyman. I.
Fischbach. Fischbach is a one-
time counsel for congressional
committees, but that is not where
Sen. Smith acquired her vivid
memories of him

Sen. Smith was one of the rare
vietims of the sleazy book, “U: §.

problem remained of saving some,
of the people in the
Peterson was assured by
rce experts that a forward
system should make it
possible to give the major cities
a minimum of two hours warning
time before an attack, Until early

1955, therefore, Peterson’s plan-
ning was hased on prealtack
evacuation of the cities. Then
Atomic FEnergy Commission

Chairman Lewis Strauss belated.
Iy reported on the phenomenon
of noxious, radioactive fall-out
from a hydrogen homb explosion,
covering some 7,000 square miles.
grim information, which
Strauss had attempted to bottla
up for almost a year, knocked all
Peterson’s evacuation plans into
a cocked hat. Obviously, it would
do no good to evacuate the popu
lations of the cities, only to have
them Killed in the countryside by
noxious fallout. So Peterson start-
ed all over again.

SHELTER PLAN

With the evacuation solution
blocked, the only other conceiva.
ble answer was shelters. Again,
elaborate studies went forward. A
specific city, St. Louis, Mo., was
s guinea pig.  Suppose all
le in St. Louis were in
shelters capable of withstanding a
pressure of 30 pounds per square
inch, how many migh* survive a
hydrogen bomb attack? As many
as six in 10, was the answer given
by Peterson's experts. (Without
shelters, virtually all would die.)

Saving 60 per cent of the Ameri-
can urban population in case of
nuclear war seemed a useful ob-
Jective to Peterson and his staff,

The decision to do so may be
the correct decision.
only the Swedes and Swiss have

New Normalcy

In Europe, from the

'AnybodyACuv To Have A New Look
t

Civil

Defense?”

" is a bit different
normalc
Gamaliel Harding's day

A. Confidential,” who had the
courage to fight back. She sued
for libel in May, 1952, and won an
out-of-court settlement for $15,.
000. In addition, the publisher and
surviving author, Lee Mortimer,
had to run paid advertisements in
the Maine newspapers saying it
was all a mistake.

TWO-DAY GRILLING

But the settlement did not take
place until after Sen. Smith had
been grilled for two days in a pre-
trial examination by Mortimer's
attorney. Fischbach.

That was during Sen. McCar-
thy's heyday when he was being
received at the White House and
the author of the “Declaration of
Conscience”” was getting the silent
treatment there and in other
timid quarters. Fischback took
the senator from Maine over her
voting record, repeatedly demand-
ing that she justify voting in ways
other than McCarthy voted

CONFIDENTIAL STYLE

The Mortimer book, in the best
confidential style, had tagged Sen.
Smith as an associate of and sym-
pathizer with Communists, pr o-
Communists and fellow-travelers.
Fischhach's apparent theory was
that any deviation from McCar-
thy would tend to prove the al-
legations.

He dealt in the pleadings he
drew up for Mortimer with the
embarrassing fact that most of
the Washington columnists ad-
mired Mrs. Smith as much as
they detested Sen. McCarthy. The
columnists, said Fischbach, were

of Warren

SEN. SMITH
Some Vivid Memories

*“left-wingers" and they exerted a
“dominating and controlling in.
fluence” over the woman senator
from Maine.

GOOD TRICK

As her fellow senators will testi.
ly, “‘dominating” Mrs. Smith falls
into the category of a good trick
if you can do it.

Sen. McCarthy is a member of
the special committee whose at-
tentions Teamster boss Hoffa is
supposedly trying to evade. Hof-
fa's lawyer in this embroglio is
Edward Bennett Williams, who
has twice represented Sen. Me-
Carthy, once in the censure
against the senator yoted by the
Senate, and again in an action
brought against McCarthy by col-
umnist Drew Pearson,

CAREFUL CAREER

Hoffa's reputation in labor has
never been something to delight
his mother, but he was. supposed
to be astute and careful in the
extreme, His present troubles be-
lie_that reputation,

ut he is not the first to dis.
cover that the federal government
is a horse of a different color
irom city and even state politics.
“The fix" is not impossible here,
of course, but it's a lot harder.

v Fearsons, Israel Victim Of Grand Double-Cross

Merry-Go-Roun

WASHINGTON
IF you know the full inside story of the
hectic negotiation by which Israel
agreed to withdraw from the Gaza Strip
and the Gulf of Aqaba, you can't escape
the conclusion that this little country
has been given one of the biggest dou-
ble-crosses of modern diplomacy
This may seem an extreme statement
but here is the hitherto unpublished
record

Worried Sick

Around the middle of last month the
Eisenhower administration was worried
sick over the position in which it found
itself regarding the pending U.N. vote
for sanctions against Israel. It was so
worried that the first thing Secretary
Dulles did when Premier Guy Mollet of
France arrived in Washington was to ask

)

his help in solving the impasse.

In the negotiations which followed, the
French suggested that instead of get
ting a flat guarantee from the U.N. or
Egypt that the Egyptian army would not
go back into the Gaza Strip, Israel might
base its withdrawal on a series of as-
sumptions which would be approved in
advance by the United States and France.

Thin Finger

Israel had been adamant that the thin
finger of land extending 26 miles up
along the Palentinian coast should not
once again become a military base for
raids into Israel. It was pointed out that
Gaza had never been a part of Egypt,
had always been a part of Palestine, and
that its unnatural borders resulted from
the fact that the Israeli Army was halted
there by Britain and the United States

when the Israelis pushed Egypt out of
Pajestine in the war of independence in
1

List Drawn

assumptions,
should s
tions as

U. S. Ambassador
eak and describe the as
“reasonable.”

Dulles In Reverse

As a result of the French suggestion,
a series of “assumptions” were drawn
up by Israeli Foreign Minister Golda
Meir. One “assumption” was that the
civil and military administration of the
Gaza Strip “will be exclusively by the
UN." Another assumption was that the
U.N. administration would continue un-
til “there is a peace settlement.”

These and other assumptions were
studied carefully in writing and agreed
to by John Foster Dulles. He made six
or eight changes in the wording. These
Israel accepted

It was also agreed that after Mrs. Meir
made her UN. speech outlining these

When “Lodge spoke, however, he
changed the signals. Instead of calling
the assumptions “reasonable” as agreed,
he called them “not unreasonable.” He
also went out of his way to emphasize
that Egypt could exercise control over
Gaza

This was what made the Israeli gove
ernment almost reverse itself and not
get out of Gaza after all. An emergency
meeting of the Tsraeli cabinet debated
a reversal. They were flabbergasted that
the United States should have agreed
to the terms of withdrawal, read over
the terms of withdrawal, and then re-
neged on them.

il




