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Charlotte & Mecklenburg Are Ready
For A Consolidated School System

( YONSOLIDATION of the school systems
4 of Charlotte and Mecklenburg

nty is a public necessity
area is geographicall 1omical-

ready for it
years after the | ite of
recommended that a mer-
erious thought,” Mecklen:
re behaving as if they may even

be politically ready

Enthusiasm for the idea yesterday on
the part of County Commissioners, mem
bers of the County School Board and
Rep. Frank Snepp was more than an
omen. It was solid evidence of an awaken
n of the inevitableness of

ing appreciat
the de;

The opportunity for jol
discussions of consolidation po $
must not be waste time has come
for a comprehen an to translate
eight years of timid talk about a school

system merger into g

It is probably too
propriate er
1957 General Assen
get date would 1
sort of annexa
and the

some
in operation
consolidation w

VI‘IH(

Mecklen’ alre compellingly
plain. It w in in 1949 when Henry
W. Lewis completed his study of oppor-
tunities for consolidation in 1949,

Said Mr. Lewis in his report

“Merger of two units would, for

example, mean that future building pro-
grams could be planned from the stand-
point of need for the whole area and with
reference to true communities without
the divisions caused by unit lines. In
this could mean more economy and
better integrated attendance : Mer
ger of the two units would also mean
centralization of plant operation and
maintenance work, Centralization would
r opportunities for money saving in
the form of competitive bulk purchasing
and in the form of a maintenance crew

school work exclusively
Common business experience will make
the citizens see chances for economy in
one planning program, one building pro-
gram, one maintenance program, as
ygainst two of each.”

for doing

' .
|;V T there would be even broader edu

and administrative bene-
would give
educptional

cational
merged system. It
to equalize

fits in a
the opportunity

opportunity for all the children without
lowering it for any of the children. In
a merged system, salary  competition

would be eliminated. Furthermore, the

whole financial mechanism  supporting
public education in the city and in the
county would be simplified and equalized.

The possibility of annexation of Char-
lotte's suburban fringe areas will make
the necessity of consolidation even plain-
er. There is the prospect that as many

as eight county schools wilk be taken into

the city. This will take a sizable bite out
of the county system. Lost will be rich
residential areas that have been con-

nt sums in school sup-
it the county system

tributing signific
plement taxes. W

will have left is a much smaller tax yield
The money will be missed, for many
hools will still have to be op 1 for

the remaining county residents scattered

over a wide area,
. .

('u\\nl.ll)\lll)\' is the only sensible
« solution
should be  approached

but determinedly

The ideal
thoughtfully

¢ not dealing her
ant dream but with pr

with an ex-
ctical, real:

istic vd wholly economical conside
tions. The necessity for early action was
eloquently stated eight years ago by Mr.
Lewis:

“In an essentially adolescent commun-

ity. rapidly growing toward metropolitan
maturity, it is imperative that plans for
future educational development be made
in ferms of the geographical area, in
terms of all the children and in terms
of total resources.”

Zoning: Council's Blunder Is Showing

EN. Spencer Bell has no confidence in

City Council's willingness to support

fair and effective zoning

That is the import of his move to re
two-thirds Council majority to
the City-County

quire a
override
Planning Commission
Generally, his proposal
his experience with Council while chair-
man of the planning commission. Speci-
fically, it results from Council's 4-3 de
cision to reject recommendations of the

decisions  of

prings from

commission and citizens and to permit
business development near Cotswold
School

we oppose Sen. Bell's pro-
posal. Majority rule of an elected body
should suffice to govern an appointive
body. And it is possible that in the fu
ture, planning and zoning might have a
better friend in a council than in a com-
mission. Majority rule is the wisest in
he long run

pecifically, however, the two-thirds
rule could have been justly and wisely
applied to the Cotswold case. The com-

In general

mission preeminently was better quali
fied than Council to judge the case. In
the first place, the commission knows or
hould know more about it than Council.
Secondly, the citizens involved had rep-
resentation on the commission, none in
Council .

In other words, the commission was
more nearly the representative body and
had the eater right to final judgment.

If Council did not err in the practice
of zoning principles in this case, it cer-
tainly blundered in principle

The blunder invited Sen. Bell's pro-
posal. And in the light of that blunder,
the arguments of some councilmen for
“majority rule d the rights of “elect-
ed bodies” sound rather hollow

But believing that the principle of
majority rule must survive bad practices,
we urge that the principle be retained

In the meantime, we hope that the
citizens involved in the case will speedily
seek the franchise by which they may
participate in the election of the Coun-
cil.

‘An Open Letter To Busy Executives’

snefits of membership in that
ent and amiable order known
ivileged Class never seemed
than they did the other day
pause between bouts with

Form 1040

The object of our avaricious awe was
an advertisement by a Miami Beach ho-
ntitled AN Orex Lerter To Busy
It asked: “What do you do
ed nerves? Tension?” Just be-
pitch the hotel explained in
“the reconditioning of execu-
tax deductible expense.”
shook us up.
rous tension-ridden, non-execu-
ge slaves with nerves as frayed

From The Raleigh News and Observer

as any capitalist must have experienced
a tremor or two as well. Lacking plane
fare to Miami, nothing would please them
more, no doubt, than a nice tax-deduc-
tible trip to the corner pub once a week
to be thoroughly and methodically re-
conditioned.

Nervous farmers ought to get equal
consideration. Consider what a few car-
loads of tax-deductible fertilizer would
do to ease the tension and recondition
the spirit about once a spring.

Just sitting here thinking about it re-
conditions us to the tune of a rather
tidy sum, But it isn't our nerves that are
frayed. It's our credulity.

SLINGSHOTS AND HOOPS

SLINGSHOTS and hoops that you roll
with a stick seem to have been rele-
gated to limbo by some diabolical misfor-
tune. Once they were cherished posses-
sions. Actually, it was imperative for a
voungster to have both. The boy searched
diligently for the proper forked stick,
and then with the aid of a little string,
two innertube strips, and a patch of
leather, he fashioned his masterpiece
Then he filled his hip pocket with peb-
bles, placed tin cans on the backyard
. fence and gradually backed up until he
could deliver unerring salvos at a consid-
erable distance. Finally, the great day
came when he met with a host of expert
marksmen in the woods. The contest
continued until the pebbles were gone
or darkness fell like a spent kite over the
land. His proficiency was amazing, and
the tales of his sharpshooting made those
of big game hugters insipid in compari-
son. He was the monarch of the woods, a

young David demolishing a hundred
inanimate Goliaths.

Or he would get a hoop from an old
barrel and with a straight stick start
rolling it. It took a little patience to get
the knack, to learn balance, poise, and
finesse. He made the slow rounds of the
back yard. Then he went outside to con-
quer the world. He ran at breakneck
speed. The hoop turned so fast it seemed
to be charmed. It took a master hand to
keep up with it. It was entranced, almost
like the wheel that Ezekial saw. It was
poetry in motion, fervor in flight. It was
the runningest thing on the planet. It was
charmed and it charmed the boy. He
wouldn't swap his slingshot and his hoop
for the gold at Fort Knox. Maybe, some
intrepid boy in this generation will turn
discoverer, and unearth these two mar-
vels and give Ihg‘; back to youth the way
Edison gave lighi"to the world.

Anarchy At Home: The World's Worst Brats Run Wild

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS, Spain

I SHALL be descending on the
Big Town soon fc bien
nial fling at the f and

farmer g

ay 1 dres

elders. Also 1've
fered through their ¢

against organized socic

POSTSCRIPTED APPLES
The one
seripted
eye who

wples of the parental

having arrived
early

adult

ild of six

carned, even b
1 refer here to the ¢

‘I Think | Begin To Get The

Discretion Is Crippli

Modern Juveniles Are
Great Whiners
who has been raised n °
without benefit
the hard word,

a la carte

or strap or

mostly by doting par
ents who see their monster
through a martini haze as an inci
pient genius whose development
and free expression should Aot be
hampered

HIGHBALL ROAMINGS

These are the brats who must
be allowed to eat when the

eat, who must not be hustled off to

bed at a given hour but must
roam amongst the highballs until
fatigue and cigarette smoke ex:
ert a merciful to the guest—

ng

anesthetic which send en
ius, half-stupified, to be

These are the mo who
must have a sip out of Mommy

cocktail so they won't grow up
thinking that booze is 1, @

though a fair squint at Mommy do-
ing handstand at 2 r neck-
ing in the garden with a neighbor

might have some deterrent effect
on the child, at that
1 darlings  who
grab food out of your plate, uy
suit, crawl ar
with lethal w
time stories from stran
set up a how! when be
timidly mentioned.

FAMILY TREASURE

ind und;
apon:

Unless they have changed since
I started this piece, American
children of the modern unrestrict
ed raising the worst brats in
the world. And of the ican
children, New York and Wash
ton young'uns own the champion
ship. It is an odd thing, but the
child is the treasure of the
age European family, and the
of the home revolves around the
children without spoiling the child
They manage i
each other, re ¢
well - manner
ohedient without tantrum. A visit

g

Idea’
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Republican Firmament Lacks Stars

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
Ft W OBSERVERS would argue
with Republican National

Chairman Meade Alcorn that a
pressing problem of his party
its need for attractive candidates

ually it was the national comé
oman New  York
Seymour Weiss, who first
h alarm bell. Mrs, Weiss
v confossed, with feminine
realism, that the inaugural par-
ade was spoiled for her when all

those attractive young Democrat
c _governors rolled by and she
failed to discover offsetting Re-

publican st

Impending retirements, age and
illness make the situation particu
larly difficult for Republicans
they begin their efforts to cap-
ture control of Congress next year.
Alcorn sees the picture clearly,
but there is not too much he can
do.

CRY OF

Let Washington lay its hand
ever so lightly on a state prima-
ry and the cry of “purge” rings
through the land. Even when the
local politicians accept Washing-
ton’s dictation, the voters often

PURGE

n

Only last fall President Eisen-
hower picked two senatorial
didates and  campai ;ned
sonally for them: Douglas
Kay in Oregon and Gov. Arthur B.
Langlie in Washington. The Presi-
dent won in a landslide but M-
Kay and Langlie lost

At the height of his prestige,
Franklin D. Roosevelt undertook

ADE ALCORN
Everybody Listens

reform at the state level and suc-
ceeded only in putting the word
“purge” into the political lexicon,
Even in his private conversa-
tions, Alcorn has to be discreet.
What one politician knows, all
know, and probably the press.
It is a curious historical develop-
ment that finds both major parties
so much at sea in a time of great
prosperity. President Eisenhower,
two smashing victories
s pre-emption of their wel-
state issues, has hurt and
disheartened the Democrats with-
out helping his own party to any-

thing like a similar degree,

The Democrats find their divi
sions accentuated as they grope
for new ideas and policies. The
President and his businessman's
dministration did not create the
Republican division between the
right and left, but they have done
little if anything to-build a strong
center. It is fair to add that they
have not had too much to work
with in Congress, which again
raises the candidate problem.

NATURAL PRI 'RES

The natural pressures on the
Republicans are to split and re.
vert to type as the end of the
second four Eisenhower years
rts to come into sight. It could
well be fatal for them

The best direction is hard to
find as the voters increasingly
show an independence of party
which gave President Eisenhower
both a landslide and a Democratic
e . But there is no evidence

tver that the country wants
to revert to traditional Republican
policies.

The present furor over the rec-
ord budget is much more an at-
tack on foreign policy — of which
spending is so large a part — than
it is on domestic issues. The Ei-
senhower domestic policy is pop-
ular, rightly or wrongly. Rightly
or wrongly, his foreign policy is
creating a wave of disillusionment
which finds expression in a “cut-
spending” mood. It cannot be said
to be illogical, for the big mon-
ey is going into defense and for-
eign aid, military and economic.

Some Little Monsters
Never Hear ‘No’

from a granc
wreck the regimen
papa” means more

and the w
in the infan
American
oft as not

thing
The modern American 1

whiners

odern

of par-

if they
monsters fo practice

so hgd

their delinquencies on their own
v t they insist on feeding
t ests a heaping share of
their own intramural miseries
All I know is all caught
tricyclds n at full

les, and the
genius who knocks
of my fist is on its
hject notwithstand-
» smack little girls

inger, and 1 still

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must

be given, but may be withheld from publica
of the editors.

discretion
right to

Hezekiah No Prophet:
He Was A Monarch

Gaffney, S. C.
Editors, The Ne
l THOUGHT I

correction to an

would offer a
inswer in

the “How's Your 1. Q. column
of March 6. The question: “Was
Hezekiah a prophet?” The an
wer: “Yes” This answer is un
founded by the Bible

Hezekiah was a king, and was

associated with
Isaiah during
Kings, 16:20, ta
of the 20th chapter
2nd Chronicles
clusion of the
where is H
prophet, Hezekioh was
—JOHN §.

a kin
DICKSON

A ‘Base Challenge’
To Right Of Protest

Monroe

The News
VHE RIGHT to prot

mental to the rican v

of life. For example: In the last
Democratic administration when
President Truman proposed the
appointment of an ambassador
to the Vatican, a storm of
test broke over his head
protests came from newspaper-
men, individuals and
organizations. As
Truman canceled
send an
Vatican.

Editors,
t is funda

CMr
plan to
the

his
ambassador to

were people at that time
doubted the wisdom of
President Truman in surrender-
ing to pressure on this issue
There was no one, howeverwho
challenged the right of newspa
permen, individuals and re
ligious organizations to register
their protests on the matter

The
who

A short time ago, however,
t t

the sacred American o
protest was openly and brazenly
challenged and the challenge to

date has been met only with si-
lence by those who in the past
have exercised this right as a
matter of course. .

The challenge, as reported by
the Associated Press on March
4, came in a statement by Glenn

stated that bec

in Chicago cancel
of the film
after receiving

numerous pro.

tests from individuals (presuma-
bly

Catholic), his org
indulging in
against two Catholic coll
the South by attempting (on a
technicality) to prevent them
from receiving TV licenses. As
Mr. Archer put it:

“Frankly our challenge to
Jesuit ownership of television
stations is part of a counter-

attack against the sectarian pres-
sure which has caused the
banning of the film, ‘Martin
Luther’ by a Chicago television
station. That egperience has
proved that Catholic control of
television means suppression of
free criticism.”

Aside from the baseless charge
that there is Catholic control of
television (two other stations
are now planning to show the
Luther film), it is doubtful that
a more brazen challenge to the
American right to protest has
ever been recorded. What the

ion in the
the

The News
condense.

reserves

POAT! cays in effect is that un.
American Catholic citizens
forfeit their right to protest (in
this ainst - a  onesided
presentation of the church and
Luther) then the POAU will sub-
the church in any part o
the country to recrimination
In thinking of this challenge
to Americans, one can only spec-
ulate on the nature of the POAU,
and on its appreciation of the
American w £ dife
And one can ouly
the volume of silence that has
met the POAU’s Lose challeng
—PETER J KING

case a

wonder at

Town Wants Industry
& Offers Inducements

Cheraw, S. C.

Editors, The News
here in Cheraw feel we
have t about everything
anyone could desire in locating

industry or business, We have an

Whundane good working peo-
ple, white colored; water,
electric merchandise es.

tablishments, good medical fa.

cilitic 100ls, churche recres

ation, two main line railroads,
> highways cor

We must remember that U.S. 1

from Maine Florida passes

through the heart of Cheraw

We invite all to visit our city
and county and investigate what
have to offer any industry,
Cheek our tax structure

We congratulate the indus-
tries which have seen the good
opportunities the South has to
offer any industrial plant wish-
ing to change locations. We are
not ftrying to persuade anyone
who is satisfigd, but we invite
those who are inferested in make
ing a change to contact our local

Cheraw Industrial

or
Committee, Cheraw

Dy
S

opment

(
GRAHAM

Racist Actions Harm
America’s Reputation

Monroe

Edit The News:
l‘;\('.T America must take
cognizance of the fact that
a chauvinistic nation is not quali-
fied to stand at the helm of a
world community of divers
races. A nation that is too weak-
kneed to extend the hand of
libs to its own minorities is
a dirt-poor example before a
world clamoring for a universal
social order devoid of race ego-
ism

Tnasmuch as the American
white man is a world minority
he should be the first to realizg
the danger inherent in the op
pression-of-the-minorities - precor
dent. If the world is not to con-
tinue to be led to believe that
the traditional patterm of the op-
pression of the weak by the
strong is the white man's con.
cept of democratic justice, then
the white man would do well to
stop sowing the ubiquitous seeds
of his distorted concept of de-
mocracy

—ROBERT F. WILLIAMS

Quote, Unquote

_ Each citizen contributes to the
State a portion of his property
in order that his tenure of t
rest may be secure. — Monte:
quieu,

Momcorena s Beck Pleased By Hoffa's Trouble?

WASHIN

THE ramifications of Teamster

politics is almost as complicated as
the rivalries and jealousies of Washing.

ton society

F-r instance, there is probably no one
secrctly happier over the hot water in

which ~ dapper, dashing Jimmy
now finds himself than the head
teamsters, Dave Beck. Beck would
admit this. In fact, he stated just t
posite.
as a boil over the manner in which
has been nudging him for the No,
in the gigant, amsters Union

T
Some teamsters are even so unkmd as

Nevertheless, Beck has been sore

TON

to say that the story
Union

house and its sale for

to the press.

Secret Session
Hoffa
of the
never
he op-

uttve Council
session that the teams!
olis, convicted
Hoffa
1spot to cross a picket line
called by John L
The Teamster officia

teamsters, was suggested to Beck by the
Hoffa faction, then deliberately leaked

The member of the Teamsters' Exee-
who  proposed
house was Sidney Brennan of Minneap-
under the Taft-Hartley
Act for taking money from an employer

Lewis’ District 50,

of Dave Beck's
$163,000 to the

in secret

ters buy Beck's

against a strike

1 credited Aith

leaking the story of the house purchase
was Tom Hickey of New York,
gaged in a knockdown battle with team-
ster John O'Rourke, Gov. Dewey's for-
mer labor campaign manager, Both Beck
and Hoffa hate Hickey, have now shunt-
ed him to the sidelines. Whether he or
someone else leaked the story about the
bizarre purchase’ of Beck's swank home
with heated swimming pool, will never
be known; the Teamster high command
plays its cards too close to its chest,
Not so close to their chests has been
the rivalry between Beck
When John Herlong, labor specialist for
the Washington News, published a story

later en-

Some

and Hoffa

Ih\m {;curs (:;gt; which began
as been dethroned a 2

A as undisputed head
the ceiling. He
conference, told mewsmen in
tain terms that he was boss of
sters and would continue

Actually there was a
truth in Herlong's
beginning of the ascendency of the tough
little teamster from Detroit
as a grocery clerk and
over more
flung Teamss,

“Dave Beck
largest union,”
called a special press

no uncer-
the team.
to be boss,

Truth

great deal of
It marked the

tory

who
who h n
power in the far

n

nd more
ers Union




