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MILING middleman, Sandy
race drivers Buck Baker (left) and Spee
he departed.

oto by Tom Franklin—Walters)
dy, was feted by
y Thompson before

sheet hired him to cover the Phillies, evidently on the sur
mise the warriors of Mayo Smith do not hav and that
Sandy's imaginative paintbrush will at least give the audience
aspect on the dullards they have been revoking
Normally, when a player leaves the team on The
he is given one of those formal sendoffs with a portrait and
a short summary of his deeds before ambushed by the better
offer. I'd prefer to send Sandy off in this column, because
he was always something special around here, He was sort of
faith healer in the trade. He touched dead stories and they
came to |

—That Little Something Extra Was His

ady had that little extra
Ty Cobbs and Doe

guy (
Rosenbluths,

S you might imagine, this
th Lennie
Blanc e the field

He had the traits of a Bohemian,
trade and always managed to get the
of his escapades. In seven years, he could never clearly de
fine the hour of seven ayem his working day, but he made up
ardiness in speed. The faster he wrote, the easier it came
, these words that seemingly jumped from his stories.

I learned to expec! e unusual from Sandy—taking the
attitude that he was born to be a southpaw but wasn't

and was due a few eccentricities o% a sure 20-game winner,
He had the intuition of a woman in some respects

Like the day he came over to the desk and said, “North
Carolina State is going to upset Maryland on Saturday and 1
think I ought to »M up to Washington and record this fan
tasic event.”

That was in the day of Beattie hers and State seemed
as likely to outpoint Jim Tatum'’s Terps as Grady had of loung:
ing in Truman's bed in the White House, I am a hunch player,
when Grady is riding, and bet with him

Sure enough, Feathers had his finest moment in coach-
ing that afternoon in downing the Terps. As to Grady's hotel
accommodations that evening, I'll never be sure until check-
ing with the ex-President.

But the story doesn't end there.

—He Gave Up Trains After One Jaunt

HE next Monday morning T eagerly awaited my historian
and his inside story of the Wolfpack’s jubilation but he
was later than usual. At 8 o'clock, the telephone rang

“Good morning,” Sandy chirped in matter-of-fact tones

“Good morning hell,” T answered. “Get down here and
£0 to work.”

“That will be rather difficult,”
I'm in Spartanburg.”

“Oh, God

“Do not fear—I will give you the fantastic facts over the
Southern Bell system for you to rewrite, Then 1 will speed
home by a charter bus that is soon leaving the terminal, T
have given up on trains, The one I was on did not take up my
Charoltte ticket until I had slept through the town.”

A bystander later told me Sandy had actually gotten off
in Charlotte—to help a little old lady with her suitcase. He
didn't recognize the station, hopped back on

Grady, when he first went to work here, had me worried
I accompanied him on one trip to a basketbail tournament and
watched him operate. He'd be the outside man on a mass in-
terview, paying little heed to what was transpiring. When
the crowd dispersed, he'd ask the coach for a match, Then
he'd come back and write the most shocking story imaginable
He had the hearing of a birddog, the sixth sense of a sea:
gull in pursuit of fish when it came to reporting.

—A Wild Game Hunter Earns A Reward

IOME years ago the little town of Bladenboro was in a

frenzy with a reported “be in its midst. 1t was de-

seribed as :on\rthmg between a mad dog and a ferocious
elephant, all in one.

“I should m\emg.ﬂo that
the sports angle right away.

He spent the night, came back home proudly displaying
a mangled rabbit his car had exterminated on the road.
is the beast,” said he. “I'm sure of it.”

Sandy wrote his story—and it had its payoff. He and cor-
roborators Julian Scheer and Ronald Green won a state
writing award.

Grady once interviewed a dead man—successfully. He had
gone to the Southern Conference tournament at Raleigh and
filed a pre-game story, in which he quoted the coaches. He
talked to all but one. The missing fellow could not be lo-
cated 5o Sandy used his imagination and made a prediction
for hi

It so happened. that the palll(ulal coach had been killed
in an auto accident some months beforehand and had been
replaced by necessity. They all laughed at Sandy—until the
prognostication by the deceased came true.

—And What's The Name Of That Paper?

SANDY is now basking in Clearwater, Florida, writing cute
things about the Phillies. He says they might win a pen-
nant and I'd sooner take his tip than Branch Rickey's or
Leo Durocher’s

When Sandy arrived for his first day's work at his new
hsk he chose an interview with Robin Roberts.

How do you do Robin,” said Sandy. “I'm Sandy Grady,

a new reporter with one of the Philadelphia papers.”
ich one?” asked Roberts.
, come to think of i

hich ones are up there
“There is the Enquirer, the Bulletin and the News,” in-
formed the club’s ace righthander

“Qh, yes” said Sandy, “it's the News
interview

L-mdh\ champ, and good luck.
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Adam against Craig in a battle of
keen defense against slick skating.

ADAM IS rec ized by most
hocke cerities the Eastern
Le most polished workman
He is smooth, elusive and fear
less

Right now, Dougie is shooting
for a title he'd be most happy to

own: that of scoring the most
goals of any player in EHL his-
tory.

With his clutch score on Sun-
day, Doug ran his output to 68 for
the ‘season. Record for the hockey
circuit is 74 — and with &
playoff ~performance it
reached.
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The first team to win four
games in the seven-game set
qualifies to meet the winner of

the Philadelphia vs
ries
New Haven won the first
last Tuesday, 43 in the overtime
in New Haven, but the Clips took |z
an 81 laugher last Thursday in
New Haven and posted a tight
20_win_in_Charlotte_Sunday_be-

game

Johnstown se-|
in the championship finals.|Neither side scored for two pe-|equalizer
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A LEAP AND A LAUGH

New Haven goalie John €
when Charlotte’s slick winge

“Can Handle Regular Turn’

LIBERATES CLARK
= FROM BULLPEN SHACKLES
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raig (inset) is a happy man
r Doug Adam doesn’t have

the puck. Adam is shown above leaping over the stick of

Claude Boileau in the Sunda)

for a 10 lead, It remained that |

way until Jim McNulty mm.n.l Blades
with a half minute to pla
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Buzzing The Bees
Robertson:

FERNANDINA BEACH, Fla
—Of the Hornets called up by
Washington off last year's team,
Evelio Hernandez ~appears to
have the best chance to stick,
but Garland Shifflett is attract-
ing the most attention,

Sherry Robertson, Senators
farm director, arrived here from
two weeks in Orlando with this

report:
“Hernandes stands a very
good chance of sticking with

Washington. He has looked good.
(Hernandez pitched at Charlotte
under the name of Lopez.)

“‘But erybody likes that
th(lh-ll including Chuck Dres-

. He has pitched some awful-

lv gmpd ball for them in exhibi-
tions.”

“Will he stay up?

T don’t know. He still needs
some work

“Ted Sadowski (a pitcher)
has also looked good but has
hurt his arm and it's been both-
ering him.

Bob Allison (an outfielder)
hasn't got to play much.

Angel Oliva, a Cuban who
had a 107 mark with Hobbs,
N. M., last year, has impressed
everyone with his pitching but a
lot of it is the result of winter
ball, which kept him in shape

Catcher Joe Montalvo re-
ported in 15 pounds over play-

‘Shifflett
Catching Chuck’s Eye’ |,

y afternoon battle,

of the winter in blanking the
It was Bink's first shut-

anc

alout of the campaign and came at
%0 foot shot Into the unattended!a most_opportune_time
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at Orlando.
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going to get a new glove? You've [bure. Fia

Had this. thing for years and | Ciereand ve. Balimore ot Scotisdaie
years”. . .Verble, who will play MONDAY'S RE

shortstop in addition to manag-
ing, smiled, “yeah, but I've led
every league I ever used it in."
TWo, Yetskan- culieiders —
Bob Kropf and Charlie Weath-
ers — are in camp. . . Kropf, a
10-year veteran who played at
Minneapolis and Charleston, is a
switch-hitter who blasted 21
homers in his best AAA season.
. Weathers, a 9-year vet, hails
from Lenoir and is noted as a
dazzling base runner th
played semi-pro ball last year
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blinker at 1:26 of the third stan-|through with his best perform
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Authoritative, up-to-the-second A.P.
news in a C"SP, concise manner.
Edited and presented by Fred Dick-
son for E. P. Nisbet Co., Charlotte’s
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A | ook o il for North Carolina’s game against
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