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Mr Houghton's Stunning Distinction
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He s not speak Fren No, let
put it this way: HE DOES NOT SPEAK
FRENCH! It is a stunnin inctior
We'll wager that every other Am
v that ambassy =< from the chautfeiir to
the first assistant not only speaks French
but understands the language dowd to
the last nuance
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Perhaps that  will someday happer
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Diplomats do have to talk

Ballots & Bullets Don’t Necessarily Mix

I ET it be understood right off that it
i not hecause we fear Elvis Presl
e elected governor of North Caros
The job doesn’t pay cnough And al
though Tar Heels may buy their gover
nor an “airyplane.” pink Cadillacs are a
ittle too tony for their taste
No, the reason we oppose extendir
the franchise to 18y old Tar Heels
based solely on the arguments made for
givig them the vote.
s @ passive opposition, you un
Ihe ship of state will wallow
onward, either way. But the idea that “if
they're old enough to fight, they're old
enough to vote” is too much like saymg
“if theyre old enough to talk, they're
old enough to be lecturers on aerody
namics or space satellites.’

The relation of a man’s ability to kil
wother o his ability to discriminate
isely between candidates for public of
fice somehow escapes us Nor do we
think the privilege of voting should be
haracterized as a prize to be offered
to a group that may be called upon to
fulfill a democratic” duty

What does not elude us isthe faet that
politicians who generally propose ~ ex-
fensions of the franchise hope thereby to

i a direct and immediate profit of
vole

Since we have no parlicular interest
1 the political fortunes of the measure's
legislative sponsors. we are just going 10

refuse to get worked up about it—np

matter how much they wave the flag
We are passively opposed to the whole
idea

Threatening Flivvers Necd No Sympathy

l~m taint of a felony will not soon
touch highway drag racer
Even if racers prearrange their peril

ous sport to the proved peril of mnocent
motorists, the House Roads Commitiee
has decided, a felong eharge is too harsh
If convicted. a teenage racer would be
branded for life. Se it still is less crim
mnal to threaten lives with souped-up au:
tomobiles than with knives or pistols

So be it. Although we think the
mittee erred. its concern and sympathy
for the future of errant youth is genuine
and wholly admirable

com

There is. however, no need at all for
sympathy for inanimate things—such as
automobiles. It doesn't hurt a flivver's

Renaissances Have

honest-to-goodness ¢

\ GENUINF
£W naissance is taking place in North

Carolina,” wrote Blackwell P. Robinson
in 1956. “A renaissance that is clearly
perceptible in many cultural fields of
endeavor—art, music, drama, literature,

history and handicrafts.”

This cheerful view of Tar Heel cul
ire lost some of its luster the ether day
when Mrs. Elizabeth Hughey, state li-
brarian, and Dr. Roy McKnight of Char-
lotte, her board chairman, made a plea

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

elings fo replace its tires or reline its
brakes ut you'd think so by the pros
ress the General A mbly has made to-
ward enactment of a vehicle inspection
law

There has been no progress at all
In fact, Motor Vehicle Commissioner Ed
Scheidt reportedly has heen unable to
find a legislator willing to introduce a
bill

Come, gentlemen. It won't hurt to talk
tbout means of Kkeeping the highwavs
free of dangerously defective vehicles. In
fact. the idea is so lozical that mere con-
frontation of it might overwhelm your
suspicions

The Assembly is keeping busy with

far less important matters

To Be Shared

or funds in Raleigh. For instance. it
was revealed that North Carolinians to-
day outnumber their public library books
by about one million
It is not that Tar

1s don’t or won't

read. Each book was read an average of
four times in 1956

If North Carolina is indeed in the
midst of a cultural renaissance, its fruits
deserve to be more widely enjoyed. A

good way to begin
lie libraries better

is to give better pub-

public support

LICENSES AS GOOD CLEAN FUN

TEW HAMPSHIRE recently authorized
AN “‘personalized” automobile license
plates and the result so far, the Asso-
ciated Press reports, is pure whimsy
Far from being satisfied with the mere
initials or favored numbers. citizens are
demanding all manner of special identi-
fication: an explosive manufacturer
asked for License TNT, a Republican
sought IKE, and there were requests for
WAC and even AWOL

This may be whimsy but it was thor-
oughly predictable, and we predict it
is also going to be troublesome. Califor.
nia devised a triple-letter, triple-number
system for last year and a musician asked
for A-440. which is the international
pitch for tuning instruments. But the
trouble began when one C. Larson of
Atherton received ( without asking for it)
a license beginning DEM. Mr. Larson
turned out to be an irate Republican

It would be simpler, and safer, for the

)

states to avoid personalization and favo!
in auto licensing, and try standardization
But so far the only standard which all 48
states have agreed upon involves size
After 54 carefree years in which the auto
license has come in all shapes, a stand-
ard 6-by-12inch plate is supposed to be
adopted this year, by Oct. 1. If states’
rights as to auto licensing can be
aside, which still seems doubtful
date will really be Der Tag
Absent-minded prof: “Give me
prepared monac acidester o
acid.” Pharmacist “Do you
pirin?” Prof.: “That's right
remember the name.”
(FLA.) NEews-Press.
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‘Conscience Cases’ To Be Tested By Supreme Court
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By further comparison, |
year an extensive study w
in Burke County by the Guidance
Service under the direction of Dr

J. T, Conner which presents some
very harsh facts regarding teach-
ing aries as compared  with
those who drop out of scheol. This
study involved the members of tie

aduating classes from !
County high schools in t s
of 1950, and hundreds of unsigned
questionnaires from these pupils
were used as a basis for these

. conclusions
(1) The average salary for

those who dropped out and never

finished high school was in 1955
K given by these pupils as $2,780 as
! compared with $2,430 for the grad

uates of the same class whi fin

ished four years in college and®
bezan teaching in 1955,

2) 1f money were the only con
sideration in choosing an occupa
tion in Burke County, teaching
would be less profitable than em
ployment as a beauty operator,

textile worker, electrician. furni
ture factory worker, sav - mill
hand, truck driver, construction

worker, or store clerk,

(3) Total drop-outs in class of
1950 were averaging annually $2
781 as compared with the teach
er who spent four years in colle
preparation and began teaching
for $2,430.

4) Male drop-outs were averag-
ing as compared with the
male teacher who went to college

years and began teaching in
for $2,430.

(5) The male graduat
the high school elass of
went to college and did not
pare for teaching but went
other fields were aver:
511, as compared with
those who began as teachers in
1

pre.
into

It is quite possible that Burke
County is pretty near the average
county in North Carolina. Cel
tainly our problems as to getting
teachers and holding the good ones
in the profession is common to
every other county in the state
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Does Teacher Have A Kitty For A ‘Caddy’?

studies made at other
olaces in the state will no doubt
vary somewhat from the findings
of the Burke County situation, but
it is safe to predict that the sit
ation will not improve any pla
in the tate o long as salar
for teachers rem:
anywhere near the levels now pre
I believe Mr Simpson should
nave another look at all those
Caddy other high-priced
automobiles he sees parked
Easl, Myers Park, West — in fact
e say are parked all over
the state behind our schools. It is
oped that he does not let all the
high fins and pastel colored cars
deceive him!  Another close look

will reveal that many more teach-
ers in North Carolina drive cars
ir the low price range, or middle
> — certainly not *Cad
others of the highest
and many of those they
do drive either are on lend-lease
ngement  with  the  fmance
company. or are reddy for the

dys” and

junk heap!
The public is more concer
nd more aroused than ever be-

lore about the low salary

of the teachers i the school
and the acute shortage of

of teachers to staff our

will never be remedied
starting s, 24

Iy! And d

ol $3,807 under present s
fer proper ” inducement for
who teach the children of
state? Teachers salaries are in-
deed out of line — downward that
is!

— JONN L. JOHNSON

Is The Dog Really
Man’s Best Friend?

Lincolnton
Editors, The News.
short time ago T had a con-
° 7 tact with a.Mr. J. R. Dean
through your column, relative to
dogs. Mr. Dean said that a dog
was man’s best friend and now
here comes another somebody
saving in People’s Platform that
a dog is man's best friend, too,
I want to ask this writer if he
has a mother and does he be-
lieve in Christ. If he has and
does, how can he say that a dog
is man’'s best friend?

I surely do enjoy reading your
editorials and the Platform, too,
and I can add that you publish
the best paper in North Carolina

—J. P. LONG

Quote, Unquote

If a dog jumps up into your

lap, it is because he is fond of
you; but if a cat does the same
thing, it is hecause your lap is

warmer. — Alfred North White-
head.

Mo fearons, GOP Stymied Teamster Probe in 1954

WASHINGTON

TMHERE e man who's laughing up
his slee at the midnight arrest of

teamsters boss Jimmy Hoffa for allegedly

trying to bribe agent of the Sen

is cantankerous
Clare Hoffman of Mich

probe of Hoffa and the

vears ago, but was ab
remoniously stopp:
a member of the
Postmaster General

Rackets Committee
Congressma
who started
teamsters three
ruptly and un
none other than
hower Cabinet
eld
essmen Hoffman, Republican, to
her with Wint Smith of Kansas, Re
ymMu an, and Phil M. Landrum of Geor

mocrat. were i the

ters, when suddenly came

from the White House v Hous:

ler Charley Halleck of Indiana te
call off the probe.

Hoffman Irked

Hoffman was so irked that he made a
speech on the House floor complaining
that his subcommittee, on labor racketeer
ing and welfare funds “had but barely en.
tered upon its investigation when appar

ently for political reasons it was i
dated.” Rep. wvm also complained to
newsmen. After the hearing on Detroit
labor racketeering closed. Smith stated
that it was being terminated because

of “pressure
“Where does the pressure come from?"
Smith was asked
“rom so high," Smith told newsmen.
t the ceiling, “that I can't even
discuss it."

Deal With Teamsters

Inside fact, as revealed by this column
1954, was that high Republicans

led by Postmaster General

" 1 deal with the team

ort Sen. Homer Ferguson

an, | tion. In return, in

tion of Hoffa and the teamsters

Ferguson in 1954 faced a tough re
election battle with the late ex-Sen. Blair
Moody, Democrat, running against him.
Moody died in the middle of the primary
campaign, and Pat McNamara, a long
time member of the Detroit City Council
and a strong AFL leader, was nominated

In the final election, McNamara. to the
surprise of everyone, defeated Ferguson
Hoffman's probe of the teamsters had
just begun to strike pay dirt when “those
on high” intervened. He was looking into
alleged teamster pressure on jukebox em
ployers to make union payoffs to team
\(or locals; also pressure on automatic
wash employers to make payoffs; also
o property acquired by Hoffa's wife
and Mrs. Bert Brennon, wife of another
teamster chief, after Hoffman and Bren
non had settled a strike in Flint, Mich
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men
especially the
of the embarrassment when even Time,
the Republican house organ, reveals that
his bird dogs-fail to flush a single covey
of quail
fice of the president can be a ‘splendid
misery.' 1 feel deeply for the unhappy
man in sweater and eleats who approaches
a tee and finds a ‘l"n reading ‘440 yards

who _occupy

sent

sidency,

Think

pre
recumbent

As Jefferson said, the of-

en . after
you still
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an heroic
have to

yi
struggle to replace the turf in some far-

: off,place — like London or Suez
Adlai-Go-Round WAl o R e, mitown ' (56 Fodk)
Here are highlights from Adlai Steven. It might diminish the pain of recen
on's recent off-the-record speech at the scenes . . . Mrs. Charles E. Wilson r:
Gridiron Club: “I feel like the famous er oclast .

cow on a winter morning who looked at

you

the farmer and said ‘Thanks for that ever running for president. It i$'a won
warm hand.’ I wish it had been as warm derful way to meet a lot of peaple you
and friendly last November I hesi-  wouldn't meet otherwise — at any price
tated to come back four months after It is a {ine exercise for the hands, feet,
the election to rake among the embers stomach and vocal chords. 1 am told

of my funeral pyre, a bonfire which most
of you publishers fanned so vigorously
and a funeral at which so few of you

mourned . . . I have great sympathy for you.”

that it is not too hard on the head if you
use good judgment.
to I'('Id or write.

You don't even have
Someone will do it for




