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Editorial Book Review

The U.S. Radu I s Road To Treason
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TuE Or AmericAN COMMUNISM
is a valu wddition to the library of
every intelligent American because it
PXPOSE the first time the awful
truth about one of the most fantastic poli-
tical hayrides in U. 8. history. The au-
thor knows his subject well because he
himself was swept up and made captive
by the meretriciousness of the movement,
having worked on the DALy WORKER, the
New Masses and in the Tass news agen-
cy hefore roke  with  communism
early in World War I

Draper deals at length with the his
tory of American radicalism, dating
¢ mid-16th century 1t is a broad and

ry that he weaves—com-
irly anarchists, the Molly

Maguires, the birth and early childhood
of trade unionism, the LW.W. and A F.1
Socialism, Populism, Progressivism, muck-
raking, the Socialist Labor Party, the
Lettish Left Wing and other expressions
of radical social action

His principal finding is that the Com.
munist movement was “a new expres
sion of American radicalism” trans-
formed in its infancy into “the Ameri

can append.
ary power."

But even in its early years, the socialist
movement received its lifeblood from
Its reins of power were largely
in the hands of immigrants. There were
some notable exceptions—such as John
Reed and Max Eastman—but even Engels
sadly noted that, as practicing socialists
America’s native-born radicals were \’\(l
ly backward in “theory.”

Yet the glamor of the Russian revolu-
tion and the triumph of Bolshevism was
exciting to left wingers every-
v could take a proprietary in-
in it because it was somehow
“their” revolution, as if they were en-
titled to part of the credit by belonging
to the left wing

“Some student

ze of a Russian revolution,

Furope

writes Mr. Draper,

From The Raleigh News and Observer

ntl wve expressed the i

the American Communist n «
ment was totally unrelated 1o the al
t left wing of 1912 The view CRiLY
to minimize historical continuity The
Rolshevik revolution transformed the
left wing, but it did not create a new

e out of nothing
ding role

On the contrary, th
played by men and
prepared for them by

were
omen who were

past Inclinations and experience. The
Bolshevik revolution came to fulfill. not
to destroy. The peculiar ment of
American communism ca lerstood
only in terms of the way h the

new Bolshevik influence impinged on
American radical tradition It was
horn because the old left wing was fam
ished for something new, different, more
uccessful. But as with all  newborn
things, the flesh out of which it came
was not new."
I‘HI early American Communists
those who flocked to the colors be.
fore 1023—were caught up as often as
not In that fierce and ugly fratricidal
to deterifilne the successor to
Lenin's leadership of Russia and of in
ternational communism. This struggle
was important because American com-
munism was indeed merely the append-
e of Russian revolutionary commun
ism
The American party had reason to be
grateful to Moscow and much of its mem
bership did not object to Moscow's die-
tation. After all, as Mr. Draper writes,
it enjoyed the reflected glory of the Rus
sian revolution, the international

of the Comintern, the desperately needed
cubsidies and other technical assistance
Any hopes of truly “Amerlc the

Communist Party were very dim indeed

‘ltl\( OW'S line changed

domination remained
Draper. “Some ‘Awzerican
learned this lesson
learned the lesson
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writes Mr
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ind rebelled. Some
and built their car-

“The first change of line was every
other change of line in embryo. A rhyth-
mic rotation from Communist sectarian-
ism 1o Americanized opportunism was
set in motion at the outset and has been
going on ever since. The periodic redis
covery of ‘Americanization’ by the Amer-
ican Communists has only superficially
represented a more independent policy;
it has been in reality merely another type
of American response to a Russi
Tus. A Russian initiative has alwi
fively begun and ended it. For this rea-
son, ‘Americanized’ American commun-
ism has been sporadic, superficial and
short-lived. It has corresponded to the
fluctuations of Russian policy; it has not
obeyed a compelling need within the
American Communists themselves. De-
spite the fact that the American Com-
munists have increased in numbers and
influence only in periods of ‘Americani-
zation,' they have again and again sur-
rendered their gains in order to demon-
strate their loyalty to Russian leader-
ship. "

UCH is the case today, when U. §

Communists are again embarked on

an “Americanization” bender. But the

U. S. Communist Party has acquired no

genuine American accent because it has

no organic connection with American life
and culture.

Furthermore, as Sidney Hook has ob-
served, there are no longer even any in-
nocent fellow travelers. Even in political-
lv unsophisticated circles there is finally
recognition that those who cooperate
with the Communist Party tod. e ac-
complices in conspiracy

Here, freshly exposed, are the roots
of the conspiracy. Here, too, are absorb-
ing portraits of the men and women who
tended and cultivated those roots, only
to be crushed by them

CLOTHES AND STUDENTS

ED['(‘;\THR.\' ave sounded off re-
cently about sloppy clothing and
the weird haircuts of high
dents. They disheveled
attire is incompatible with first-class
scholarship and with proper classroom
decorum. Maybe so. Perhaps, a necktie,
a coat, pressed trousers, and a conven-
tional haireut are inducive to scholarship.
Pride in ppearance may reflect pride in
intellectual attainments. Opn the other
hand, each successive generation of
students has thought of itself as “young
Turks,” as rebels against something or
other, and each has resoundingly broken
the inherited mould to create another
mould and to abide by it unswervingly.

The student. doesn't have to go out of
his way to reach the zenith in sartorial
indifference merely to prove his in-
dividuality. Nor does he have to emu.
late Beau Brummell to make the honor
roll. Right now the dressed-up student
would be as conspicuous as M{. Mitchell
standing amid the salt spray of Hat-
teras. For, he, and not the boy in peg-
Jeg trousers and yellow vest, would be
the freak. The public school is a sprawl-
ing congress of uninhibited individuals,
and it should not conform to the spit-

school stu-
declare that

and-polish regimentation of a military
academy.
And the educators should r b

‘Hey! Let’s Not Go Whole-Hog Here’
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Decision Time Nears. Nears

Toll TV Hangs In Balance

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON
FTER TWO ye¢ hand
wringing, the Federal Com-

on them
issues it

ars of

munications Commission is ready man George
i on controversial pro- promises “in
posals for pay-as-you-watch tele- ture
vision Teanwhile,
The forthcoming FCC decision  the
will have real meaning for the agree with
owners of America’s 40 million  test
1e n set but it will affect
most directly the pockethook hat- on the toll proposals.
tle hetween two groups of power
ful business rivals that, tests . of

Most support for subscription
television has come from owners
of the three
tal systems: Zenith Radio Corp.'s
“Phonevision”; Skiatron TV Inc.s
“Subscriber-Vision™; and the In
ternational _Telemeter Cor p.'s
' er.” Primarily opposed
idea are the three big
radio-television networks
motion picture t}

An early round in the battle
was won last month by the op
ponents of pay TV when the
ate Interstate and F n Com.
merce Committee ed to
shelve for now a staff study urg-
ing “large-scale” tests of unspon-
sored fee television
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But Commerce Committee
Chairman Warren G. Magnuson
(D-Wash) says h unl a majority
of his commit
Iy" with the

mlr Ilm'mu even

though they won't take any action

at least until the F
ruling that FCC
*.  McConnaughey

C is studyin
staff report and it either can
conclusions ~ for 2 — A device
%0 all out for the subscrip
tion system or turn thumbs down  for

The committee staff study urge:
subscription te
sion be held in “a represe
section
licensed experimen- gyer a long

television shows
“some percentage”
casting time of existing television
Promoters would be di-
rected to keep costs to the public
for the test prog
solute_ minimum
Further, the producers would be
limited to programs of the tradi
“hox office”
tures that cannot be produced by
ordinary sponsored television. The
report adds this warning
Subscription tele
doomed to extinction unless it ¢
teral- provide a new service wthout ma- g
to free television

ams at

variety, fea

terial damage

The three proposed toll televi
CC  sion systems differ in technical de
tafls, but are similar in two fun
damentals

1 — The program is coded or

rambled’’ by the transmitting
station to prevent general recep-
tion of the te

Chair-

near fu

st

attachied to the
television set enables the owne
fee, to decode or unscram:
ble the programs he wants to see
Favorite decoding devices are coin
boxes and punch cards.

Advocates contend subscription
television  would make  avail-

markets”

enough period of able, at a_fraction of box office
time for the promoters to set up
cquipment, develop programs and
assess the public reaction

LOW COSTS

prices, such features as current
movies, plays, operas and top
sporls events — programs beyond
the hudgetary scope of sponsored
television.

£ OF CHOICE

1t would, they say, broaden the
Public's range of program choice
and enable small local stations to
compete with the large network
outlets By improving the level of
television programs, fee television
would increase the audience for
both sponsored and subscription
offerings.

The developers estimate fees for
subscription programs would
range from 25 cents to $2. Decod-
ing attachments, they say, can be
N added to television sets for about

. the fee RANG

would take up
of the broad

the ab.

ision is

Opponents deny any real advan-

Propononts Say Toll TV Would

BROADEN RANGE
OF PROGRAM
CHOICE

INCREASE TV
AUDIENCE
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BRING QUALITY
PROGRAMS
INTO HOME

(o] ponems Say Toll TV Would:

tages can be expected from fee
television.

JUST TALK

The only certain effect of intro-
ducing the new system, they say,
would be to force the public to
pay for a service that traditional-
ly has been furnished free. The
backers' talk about opera and bal-
let in the living room is just so
much talk, they add.

Opponents say the economics
of subscription television would
keep its producers from offering
“cultural” treats of limited audi-
ence appeal. Instead, they argue,
fee television would rely mainly
on established programs that ap-
peal to the mass audience.

It would make every effort to out-
bid sponsored television for the
top attractions, thus forcing the
viewer to pay to see programs
which are now available without
charge, opponents contend.

All these arguments, and many
more, have been laid before the
FCC in about 70 volumes of testi-
mony over the past two years.

. Now the commissioners are read:
END ':’A'D['!"ON CATER vo HIGHJACK to weigh the evidence and decidi
g 'MASS AUDIENCE" [f PROGRAMS FROM whether to make every set own-
ROADCASTING TASTES FREE TV er in the country his own televi-

in passing that day before yesterday, in
parlous economic times, countless stu-
dents wore overalls to school, made good
grades, fought a war, and became useful
citizens. There is nothing new about all
this. Each generation has made itself
ridiculous in the eyes of its elders, and
each has survived. And the barber's
tools can't diminish or augment the
priceless yearning for knowledge. Let
the youngsters wash regularly and wear
what they think pleases them. Educa-
tion is not held together by neckties,
and besides that new styles in clothing
and hairdos are right around the corner.
They always are.

Cogswell had taken up the saxophone
and had become pretty unpopular in the
apartment house. He was riding down in
the elevator one morning and met an-
other tenant. “Tell me honestly,” he said
to the neighbor, “does my practicing
make you nervous?” “Well, it used to,
when I first heard the other tenants com-
plaining about it,” the neighbor replied,
“but now I don't care what happens to
you."—Forr Myers (FLA.) News-Press.
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Democratic Party Has Lost
Its Soul To ‘Modern GOP’

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
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De ‘ |
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Federal aid to education, mini
mum wage, and the soil bar
all Democratic ideas in the
place, If the Eisenhower ac
tration had not taken them ov
— which it would certainly not
have done in its earlier, more
conservative phase — the Der
crats would be h 1 fine

making issues for 1958 and 1960
But now that the admini
tion has kidnaped these issues,
and many other what are t

poor Democrats to do? One liber
al northern Democrat recently
gave this answer: “The Republi
cans have usurped the center, and
in that case the opposition can ei-
ther go right or left. I choose to

to the Demo.
ined in the

mma is ¢

cratie di X

light of the political realities, two
questions arise. First, where is
left?

MORE MONEY?

tThe Democrats can,
demand more money for {
ers and the school children, fur
ther extension of minimum wage,
and s0 on — and some are doing

s0. But for more money
when the a stration has al
ready asked for a lot is not very
dramatic. It is not ev 'y po

litically profitable, when the main
weight of political pressure is
all the other way. And, at least in
this time of prosperity, the kind
of massive federal intervention in
the functioning of the economy
which a really sharp turn to the
left would involve is just not prac-
tical politics.

ADLAI STEVENSON

A Spate Of Soul-Searching

Moreover. if
gc either right or left,” wo
opposition be badly split? That

the opposition can

t in the Der
no new thir

split these days is sharp
er and deeper than ever. It
moreover, taken on a new dime
sion

FOREIGN POLICY

For the
eign policy
amo: Democrats is an essentially
\ew phenomenon. Until recent]
foreign policy was one area
which northern liberals and sot
ern conservatives could
this is no longer so. The new te

but the

<harp division
which has dey

o for

dency toward economic isc .
ism in the South, which is being
spear-headed by the revered S

Richard Russell of Geor has

split the party wide open in this
area too

Of the 18 Democratic
tors recorded in opposition to the
senhower Doctrine, all but threa
were from the South or borde
states. The split will be furth
accentuated by the forthcom
battle over foreign aid. And the
long bitter fight over civil rights
which is also in prospect will of
course further dramatize the divi
sion in, the party

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY

In short, the Democrats are di
vided on foreign policy, and they
have not a single important do-
mestic party issue with which to
belabor the administration. It is
about as unhappy a situation as
the Democrats have found them-
selves in since the 19205

It is a situation, moreover, in
which the Republicans, if they can
hold together, have. a golden op-
portunity to make their party
again the majority party in the
nation. Those Republicans who are
muttering and grumbling about
the Eisenhower administration's
“modern Republicanism” should
surely bear these facts in mind.

People’s Platform

‘Box Car’ Trucks
Crowd An Avenue

Charlotte
Editors, The News
HE race ftracks are on the
increase throughout the nation
in the many ways. The one we
see more of is on Sylvania Ave.

The box car trucks are taking
over in a great part as time
comes and goes. The larger is the
truck number and the greater is
the damage to the avenue and the
danger to the pedestrians.

We have failed to get any ac-
tion from the traffic police. The
more we complain, the greater
the truck travel on Sylvania Ave

As we see it today, it's a matter
of time and the trucks will try
to take over the streets and high-
ways. They are almost to that
point now.

Some say size doesn't count,
but the auto driver knows dif-
ferent.

The truck situation is just like
the move that is in action now
in the State of North Carolina
Take it off the big one and put it
on the small ones. Just think of
the idea of taking $14 million off
the big ones and putting it on the
little ones. That is some system.

When we were voling in 1956,
we did not think that an idea of
that type was in hiding, but you
can never tell what is coming up
for the little fellow. We cannot
see the idea as to load the little
fellow to get business for North
Carolina. So far as we can see,

the state has gone along at a fair
pace for the many years and can
for some time, without loading the
little fellow. We hope the state
legislature will leave this idea of
loading the small to get the big
ones to come into North Carolina,
We, the residents of Sylvania
Ave., have bought this avenue and
paid for it and we do not agree
Tiat the box ear trucks should take
over while the traffic police de.
partment sits still and says, “Go
to it, big boy.

=S, C. VAUGHN

Do Boys Need Smith

Or Is It Vice Versa?
Charlotte
Editors, The News
S A CITY resident and voter,
I am very interested in the
May election, and therefore I
read with much interest the ar-
ticle concerning the campaign of
Mr. Smith in a local newspaper,

After reading the article, 1
wonder why Mr. Smith feels ha
needs the support of the big po-
litical leaders. Aren't they the
same “Boys" that refused to sup-
port him in the last election? And
still - without their political sup.
port, he won by a majority.

I might add that the “people™
voted for Mr. Smith because he
was an independent. Now 1 wone
der does Mr. Smith need the
“Boys,” or do the “Boys” need
Mr. Smith?

=MRS. STUART MARTIN JR.

pow fearenss Administration Probes Truman's Brother

WASHINGTON
HE Eisenhower administration has

been investigating Harry Truman's
brother, Vivian, and it has made the ex-
President of the United States see red.
He cussed out the investigator to his face
in language so purple it can't be printed
here. The mildest name Mr. Truman
called the agent from Washington was
“anthead.”

Behind the investigation was an old
Missouri feud waged by ex-Congressman
Jeff Hillelson of Kan
ex-President, the ex-President
anyone associated with the name of Tru-
man

Marries Millions

Hillelson is a Republican who was
elected to Congress in the 1952 GOP land-
slide on the plea that he was a good but
honest grocery clerk, though actual-
ly he was married to the Goetz brew
ing fortune. After serving an un-

spectacular
during which he
self chiefly by taking a junket to western
Europe, he was retired by the voters,
and since then has been looking for a
federal job. Particularly he has had his
eye on the job held by June Holloway,
lifelong friend of Truman, as Kansas City
manager of the General Services Admin-
istration.

Hillelson Wins

Hillelson has now won his battle and
Holloway is being transferred to Seattle.
However, it took him a long time, plus an
investigation of Truman's brother to win.

Skulduggery?

Throughout
Hillelson kept up a steady bombardment
against Holloway. As fast as one charge
was investigated and disproved, Hillelson
would fire another. After several investi-
gations had failed, he called on then-

one term in Congress

distinguished him-

his congressional term,

GSA Administrator Ed Mansure and in-
sisted: “There must be some skulduggery
in that region.”

To placate him, Mansure let Hillelson
search the government files himself for
political dirt. The congressman picked out
30 cases that looked suspicious to him, in-
cluding one that involved Vivian Truman
in alleged influence peddling.

Harry Hits The Roof

Each case was thoroughly investigated
by the Eisenhower administration, which
sent a special investigator to Kansas City
to run down every possible lead. After the
investigator questioned Vivian Truman.
Harry hit the roof.

He summoned the agent to his Kansas
City office. Out of respect for the ex-
President, the man showed up and was
greeted at the door with a verbal blast
in the fiery Truman tradition. The ex-
pletives flew so fast that the investigator

could on]y stutter.,
n the end, the allegations proved to

be IaIse Both June Holloway and Vivian

Truman were completely cleared. Hollo-
way was kept on the job, and Hillelson
was defeated for re-election.

Mansure suspected that Hillelson had
anticipated his defeat and that all he real-
ly wanted was Holloway's job. However,

Mansure, who followed the merit system

in protecting public servants, has now
been replaced by Franklin Floete who
agreed in advance to hire all the loyal
Republicans he could find room for in the
big, sprawling General Services Admin-
istration,

Transfer Arranged

As a civil service employe, Holloway
couldn't be fired without cause. So he
will be transferred away from his home,
Kansas City, to Seattle, in the hope that
he will quit. This will leave the Kansas
City job open finally to Hillelson.




