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Charlotte Politicians Share False Fears

OTHING, not even the bracing scent
of stogie smoke, violated the de-

corum of the City Club this week when
James S Smith's campaign for mayor
was launched. The atmosphere of the oc-
casion was properly prim and studiously
chaste

Was this a political meeting? The dis-
claimers were numerous, emphatic, and
not without an occasional trace of hau-
teur

Candidate Smith: “I probably know
less about politics than anybody in the
room but

Campaign Manager James A Palmer
“I'm not a politician but

One might have imagined that it was
a sin to be a politician. One might have
supposed that polities in its “practical
application was incapable of virtue, and
therefore suspect. Thus, to be an honor
able office-holder or an untainted advo-
cate of a popular office-seeker one must
first divorce himself from the craft
There is even talk of “ridding ourselves”
of the politician

This approach is as misleading as it
is unfortunate. The wholesale condemna-
tion of public men known as politicians
actually has an undermining effect on
the real functioning of democratic insti-
tutions.

The politician is the man who makes
democracy work. In a real sense, its suc-
cess is dependent on him. He is the prac-
tical navigator, the expert in human emo-
tions, prejudices and prepossessions, the
one judge of whether ideas will work in
their broad application

His role was probably best described
many years ago by Frederick M. Daven-
port in the HArvArp Business Review.

Mr. Davenport pointed out that the able
and useful type of politician is the man
who persuades people “to behave like
rational human beings when they are in
danger of milling around like muddle-
headed cattle,” something that now and
then happens in even the best-regulated
democracies. He understands the manage-
ment of the gregarious instinct in man.
kind. He has a peculiar sensitivity to the
mental, and particularly the emotional,
processes of the popular mind. He knows
how to mellow and mollify, if anybody
can, the pressure groups. His is the task
of molding these disparate and hostile
interests into something like mutual un-
derstanding. As Mr. Davenport put it,
the politician’s job is “to refine and com.
bine the two types of energies which are
ever fighting for the m in a de-
mocracy-—the ignorauce, the folly, the
envy, the passion, the prejudice and the
self-interest on the one hand, and the
virtue, the kindliness and the idealism
of the masses of the people on the other.”

Not every politician fills the role. We
have had our share of villains. As a
result, many people view politicians in
general as scheming, brawling, unprin-
cipled wardheelers who deal in graft and
corruption and fatten at the public
trough. 1t is understandable. Unfortu.
nately, the goodness of politicians is sel-
dom identified in the headlines and the
public hears only of the badness.

But the idea that the politician is to
be despised because he is a politician
is shallow and misleading.

The character and essential goodness
of certain politicians present at the City
Club the other evening—gentlemen who
shun the label so fervently—will testify
to that

<

The South: Opportunity In A Burden

CROSS the page a brilliant young
£\ southerner explains why he is coming
home again. It is a case of the heart hav-
ing reasons.

Too many young men of comparable
talents have left the South for good
Others who have sojourned in distant
places and then returned came back out
of love or compelling nostalgia. These
are unable to apswer with intellectual
conviction why they returned

It was just that no place else could be
home. They came back—not convinced
that they should, not certain that the
South merited their love, but only be-
cause they had to come back in order
to feel whole again. It was a physical
love they thought; a need to be close
to the land and to have a large enough
space on it to accommodate the demands
of individualism; a desire to be unma-
chined, unmassed and unnumbered; a
wish to be free of the bending, pushing
and scurrying of the metropolitan mar-
ket places

The land itself would satisfy these
wants. And they would not think about
the South’s morals and manners, of
which they were ashamed: nor of its
future, in which they had no faith; nor
of its past, in which they had no pride
They had come back to live in the South,

All Hail Charlotte’s

LTHOUGH the sight of all that ex-
pensive originality rising from poor
Carolina clay still startles us, the day
doubtless is coming when we'll be able
to pass the Coliseum without gaping.

Familiarity finally makes everything
commonplace.

Happily though, Charlotte is not run-
ning out of intriguing incongruities. The
first annual renewal of a St. Patrick’s
Day parade will be held here tomorrow.
It will have all the appropriateness of a
moonlit Bunny Hop in the middle of the
Gobi Desert, or an Elvis Pregley concert
before a Woman's Missionary Society.

For that very reason, we hope the lo-
cal “Irish" paraders—representing varied
complexions of religion and race—will
overflow Tryon St. and sweep onlookers
with them to the Barringer.

One of America's dullest institutions
is the appropriate parade. There are too
many appropriate parades, too many
watchers and too few marchers, too
many expensive motorized floats that
take all eyes off the pedestrian minority
of marchers. Several years ago we
wached a widely publicized revival of the
“old-time circus parade.” A haphazardly

From The Wall Street Journal

but to be separate from her at the same
time, to live on their own little islands
of idealism

This particular young southerner is
turned homeward both by love and con-
viction. The South needs and deserves
his wholesome pride in it.

Admittedly, idealistic toes stump easily
in the South. There is violence, injus-
tice and unreason scattered across the
landscape.

But most of it flows from a vastly im-
portant human struggle in which the re-
silience and flexibility of democracy ite
self is being tested. There is far more
ultimate meaning—even justification-—in
some southern violence than there is in
picket line violence in Pittsburgh or De-
troit. The question involved in the south-
ern struggle is whether a society founded
on great principles can adapt itself to
change and the impact of social evolu-
tions in the rest of the nation and the
world, and still retain the identity and
the provincial characteristics that sou-
therners cherish in common.

There is no greater question In the na-
tion, and none more deserving of the
energy and idealism of southern youth.
The question burdens the South. But it
also provides it the opportunity to prove
democracy and individualism can co-exist.

Polyglot Irishmen

rehabilitated calliope provided an old-
time flavor, all right, but a Dixieland
“marching band” did all its marching
and playing on the bed of a moving
truck. Typical.

The trouble with that parade was that
it had a purpose. It had been planned,
rehearsed and outfitted so well that it
gave off all the spontaneity of a dead
mackerel

Charlotte's St. Patrick's Day parade is
nothing if not spontaneous.

People just get out in the street and
walk together. Going nowhere for no
single reason. Just parading on a day
that may or may not be the blrmday
of a man who might or might not have
driven all the snakes out of Ireland.

We salute the marchers, and offer one
wee suggestion.

Since Charlotte's Irish are such a
polyglot lot and since nobody's sure
about St. Patrick's birthday anyway, why
not hold next year's parade during
Brotherhood Week?

That observance could use a little spon-
taneity.

Brotherhood itself could use a lot of
spontaneity.

‘LIKEISAID... .

TH! morning mail brought us a letter
from an English teacher in New
Britain, Conn., who accuses us of con-
tributing to the of the Eng-

secretary who was something of an Eng.
lish purist. The reason the speech was
was because a sentence ended

lish language because every now and
then in our columm appears the use of
“like” instead

We suppose we mlght try to explain
away these slips by pointing out that
Francis Bacon or the earl of Oxford, or
whoever Mr. Shakespeare was supposed
to have been, sometimes did the same
thing, as when he wrote “Like an arrow
shot from a well-experienced archer hits

mark.”

Or we might fall back on the story
loltnbout the time one of Sir Winston
Churchill’s speeches was corrected by a

b

with a preposition. Mr. Churchill noted
the correction changed it back again and
wrote on the margin something like, or
such as: This is an impertinence “up
with which I will not put.”

Then, too, we might say, like Dr. John-
son is reputed to have said, “When the
English language gets in my way, the
hell with the English language.”

What the crusty old individualist
plainly meant was that as long as he got
across what he meant to say he wasn't
going to be bound by restrictions like
rules of English grammar.

Confessions Of A Confederate

Why The Wayfaring Southerner Can Go Home Again

By EDWIN M. YODER

Editors' Note: How can the
southerner reconcile himself to
the differences that set the South
apart? Rhode olar Yoder, a
Tar Heel at Oxford's Jesus
lege, phrases a provocative a
swer, prepared especially for The
News

OXFORD, England
BSENCE makes small loves
A Jesx and great loves greater.”
the French ironist La Rochefou-
cauld once wrote
My moving from the South to
foreign soil has convinced me, not
only that La Rochefoucauld knew
whereof he spoke, but that the
South falls under the second head-
ing: The great loves which absence
makes greater
We southerners find ourselves in
the minority among Americans
at Oxford. But we find that our
pageantry has been borne before
us, and that one thing cannot be
denied the South: The mythologies
surrounding it, all the thick cata
logs of splendor and hokum, have

carried far
The Glint Is There

It brings a special glint to the
Englishman’'s eye when you tell
him you are from Dixie  You sus

pect that behind that glint may be

. the vision of a cotton field hoed by

darkies in chains, a Simon Legree
cracking his whip and calling up
his bloodhounds, perhaps a Faulk
ner's Snopes, or a Tennessee Wil-
liams' Big Daddy — or even a
hogshead being rolled down Ers
kine Caldwell's Tobacco Road. But
in exceptional cases, the glint may
have behind it a curiosity stem-
ming from disbelief that any re-
glon can sustain “both Uncle Re-
mus and Oak Ridge" - to borrow
a phrase from the late W. T. Polk.
All the same, the glint is there

This intense interest, ‘found in
foreign parts, has made me do
more serious thinking about the
South than I've ever done in one
short period before, and 1 can't
deny that those thoughts have been
colored by a certain hue of nostal
gia. In detachment, the insignif
cant things seem to fade aw
the real landmarks to loom larger.

How To Go Home

Being out of the South has dif-
ferent effects on different people,
though. A few weeks ago, I re
ceived a letter from a friend who
has left the South — if for dif-
ferent reasons, and if to go a
shorter distance.

“If there's any real social prob-
lem for the educated white from
the South,” my friend wrote, *that
fs it — how to go home again."

The migration totals from the
South, particularly among younger
college graduates, prove the wis-
dom of those words. It is a prob-
lem—going home; but for me it
is not a problem without an
answer.,

Is Dixie Retarded?
Too many contemporaries,
think, look ‘on the South as re-
tarded, as lagging behind her ag-
gressive neighbors to the North
and West, without realizing that
there is an opposite side to the
coin, Certainly her health is bad,
she spends a paltry amount of
money per capita on education,
she commits more crimes of vio-
lence per square mile than any
other region, and it can't be denied
that something must be done about
her checkered backwardness. But
it is mistaken to look on her slow-
ness to act as a vice and nothing
else, for in the South I think you
find an illustration of the old
truth that most vices are but vir-
tues pushed to an extreme.

The Real Problem

The problem, then, is not so
much: How can the southerner
g0 home again? But: How can
the southerner reconcile himself
to the differences which set the
South apart, and learn to appre-
ciate what is good in those dif-
ferences?

Southerners may move awa
But the odd thing about those whu
leave is that in so many cases
they look on their decampment
as a mere geographical change.
No matter where he goes, the
southerner never stops thinking of
himself as a southerner. He may
even try to keep his drawl, though
that is only a superficial mark of
being a southerner — if still one of
untold significance.

A Guilt Complex

The departed southerner does
maintain his identity. But along
with it he feels a certain guilt.
1 call it “guilt” because he some-
how feels that he must apologize
for having left. The migratory
guilt complex is especially
strange in a country where peo-
ple move around as much as they
do in the U. S. But there seems
to remain an invisible magnet of
tradition, fond memory, kinship,
which won't be denied. The nat-
ural question is, of course, why
southerners move anyway if mov-
ing makes them uncomfortable.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

-

Wistful Visions Of The Plantation South

And it does make them uncom-
fortable. Robert Penn Warren, the
southern novelist who has left to
teach at Yale, gives an unmis-
takable sample of the gui
plex in his recent book,
gation."” Penn Warren has toured
the South, interviewing old and
new friends, seeing old environs,
and trying (and_succeeding) to
put the race problem on a human
basis. As he leaves

Surge Of Relief

“Out of Memphis, I lean back
in my seat on the plane, and
watch the darkness slide by I
know what the southerner feels
going out of the Seuth, the relief,
the expanding visas, . . 1 feel the
surge of relief. But I know what
the relief really is. It is the relief
from responsibility.”

Penn Warren is at least articu
late about his leaving. But you
sense in his words the relief of a
man_who is not really relieved
He clearly fecls that he leaves his
native region in an hour of peril
and need: Thus, the guilt com-
plex

Southern Tradition

T have talked a lot about differ
ences, vices and virtues, but one
of course wants to know where
they come from, and why. The
first temptation is to attribute
the South’s distinctness to the
Civil War, to say: “Well, we are
the only people who have seceded
and fought the rest of the coun-
try.”

But the Civil War only cemented
a feeling of sectional identity
which can be traced, not only in
the years just before the war, but
as far back as the beginnings of
the Union.

Southerners are notorious talk-
ers about tradition. But tradition
can mean all things to all men.
Many southerners, myself in-
cluded, differ radlL lly about that
tradition from . East-
land of M|u\i~l[\p\ n. East-
Jand, to judge by appearance, be-
lieves the southern tradition has
its stronghold in a powerful and
mx and the intolerance
of the Negro. If so, I think East-
land and others like him miss
the irony and greatness of south-
ern tradition,

That irony is that, in its greatest
form, southern tradition is to be
found more in the way people act
than in what they say. Take our
bothersome race problem, a field
littered with follies for which the

South must now answer. For all
the things its errant statesmen
say about the race problem, for all
the vainglories of the Citizen's
Councils, and not least for all her
Pharasaic outside critics say, the
South does have much to be proud
of in its person-to-person race re-
lations. The way of a bi-racial
society has never in history been
easy, and the South has made as
good a job of her own personal
feelings between white and Negro
as any region cursed with racial
tension ever has

Regional Paradox

To say this is not to apologize
for legal discrimination, poll taxes
bombings of Negro churches, and
acts of barbarism. But it
is to say that while our red-gal-
jused Talmadges have screamed
“Nigger” from the county court-
house steps, while our own bigot-
ed declarations have made it hard
for us to live civilly together, we
have done $0 — if in an inevitably
feudal way. Despite our advertise-
ment that we consider the Negro
an inferior human being, we have
belied that advertisement in per-
sonal dealings and have been
willing to judge him as an
individual and friend. It is a para-
ox; but it is part of this ironic
southern tradition of saying pub-
licly what we don't really feel.

Conservatism

Perhaps this distrust of acting
on abstract, impersonal decl:
tions is only part of the Soutl
long-standing distrust of acting in
terms of mass and the abstract —
which is really a suspicion of all
bigness. All this is a keystone of
conservative thinking, with a pedi-
gree reaching back to Edmund
Burke and beyond. It has found
expression in the speeches of two
great pre-Civil War southerners,
John Randolph and John Calhoun.
And no one would deny the en-
grained conservatism of the South.
Doesn't this bear out what we said
earlier about southern vices —
that they are but virtues pushed to
the extreme?

We can find other instances in
the South's advertised political at-
titudes. We make a lot of noise
about the interference of the feder-
al government in internal affairs,
forgetting how much the New
did for the South. We also make a
lot of noise about “‘states’ rights.”
1 don’t think the South is wrong in
doing either, Some of our neigh-
bors, in their aggressiveness, for-

Linger On,

get how important minority rights
and sectional grievances are,
just as the Federalists forgot
when they promoted the Alien and
Sedition Acts

Southern demagogues have per-
verted the South's instinctive con-
cern for states’ rights, and bam-
boozled their constituents in doing
it. But the southerner shouldn’t
forget that this concern had im-
portant beginnings. Thomas Jef-
ferson and James Madison start-
ed in the 18th Century what can
be seen today in the prouder mo-
ments of loose political thinking
of men like Sens. George and
Byrd, both of them southerners in
the tradition.

Jefferson’s Legacy
Jefferson believed in strict con-
struction of the Constitutiop. He
considered that it would lead to
the protection of minority think
ing in the federal system. Right-
ly or wrongly, for good or for
evil for the South, some remnant
of Jefferson’s thought undergirds
today's distrust of the Supreme
Court in the South. Jefferson and
his fellow southern Republicans
despised the judiciary, For under
Chief Justice Marshall it became
the armory of the Federalist Par-
ty: The big government, weak-
ened states' rights party, the
“loose construction” party, whose
political philosophy = was ham-
mered out in the anvil of north-
ern industrial and mercantile in-
tere: The Federalists forgot
that the South was an agrarian
society which depended on the
land, and insisted on the tariffs

which contributed as much as the .

South’s ‘‘peculiar institution” of
slavery to the outbreak of civil
war,

Slings And Arrows
The South has borne many
slings and arrows, much “‘waving
of the bloody shirt”” for its seces-
sion. But it is interesting to note
that the first talk of secession
did not begin in the South. It be-
gan in Massachusetts among the
Pedernllsls‘ ‘The Supreme Court
cision on segregation has
brought renewed rattling of the
nullification sabre but that sabre-
rattling figures in the old pattern
of virtue turned to vice, since the
doctrine of nullification was first
used by Jefferson and Madison to
fight the Alien and Sedition Acts,
a sort of 18th Century, early-
American McCarth)um w hich
threatened civil liberties. The
Virginia and Kentucky Rewlu-

People’s Platform

ADL Praises News’

Broﬂ!evhood Editorial
New York
Editors, The News:
OUR editorial of Feb. 18,
“Brotherhood Week: Don't
t End,” is one of the most
eloquent pleas for “better human
relations everywhere" that I have
read in a long time. Your con-
crete illustrations of the illogical
and childish nature of prejudice
are a strong reminder to all of us
to cleanse our minds of hate, in
all its forms.

T agree with you that “too of-

whereas the negative and ugly as
pects of life make the heldllnel
1 am, therefore, sincerely grate-
ful to you for bringing brother-
hood to its well deserved place of

honor on your editorial page.

T h at your wise words
will help to promote brotherhood
every week of every year.

—ALEXANDER F. MILLER
Director, Community Services
Anti-Defamation League

of B'nal B'rith

Nature's Big Letters

Reveal Health Laws
Zirconia

Editors, The News:

N his letter to People’s Plat-

form, a reader explains how
only an eliminate heart dis-
ease, polio, etc. True, but God’
law for physical health is scarc
ly touched upon in the Bible. In-
stead, it is wrltun in big letters
throughout

Plants ne.lve from air and wll
the ents man needs
achieving the perfect c)umlcll

balance named health.

It is a foolish man who depletes
the soil, then raises crops eco-
nomically, then removes from the
food nearly all of its vital ele-
ments, then attempts to restore a
few of them artifically. Vitamin
E for heart and muscle is ‘“re.
fined" away from every kernel of
wheat that enters our white
bread. Now, some poison bleach,
insecticides and preservatives and
it's ready for man! (Cooked, of
course, in case some nasty vita-
min has survived so far.)

Meanwhile, degenerative dis.
eases increase every year and new
diseases come to the rescue as our
bodies revolt in a million ways.
And what does foolish man pro-
pose? More drugs, more' chemi-
cals, more doctors, hospitals, asy-
lums or , , . more Bibles!

~MRS. R. H. LINDSEY

tions, embodying the doctrine of
nullification were the result, the
first real declaration that the new
republic could not survive w
out the precious right of d
All of this generated in sou
minds.

McCarthyism Fail:

The South's concern for civil
liberties has not died. McCarthy
ism gained no real sway in the
South, partly because of the tra
dition handed down from men like
Jefferson and Madison, partly be
cause southerners are by nature
trustful of their neighbors and
willing to think evil of them w
out proper evidence. It is note-
worthy that Sen. McCarthy's w
terloo in the Senate was prepared
with the persistent aid of sout!
erners, notably Sens. Ervin of
North Carolina, ‘Stennis of Mis-
sissippi, Sparkman of Alabama,
and Fulbright of Arkansas

1 can't resist adding that Sen
George has spoken sensible and
vital words in the crises of recent
American foreign poliey which
have been heard and admired
abroad

Opposing Currents

The prophecies of Jefferson and
his adversary, Hamilton, have
heen amply fulfilled: Jefferson’s in
the South—which remained on the
land; Hamilton's in the North —
which left the land and went to
the city. We tend to underrate
those opposing currents today.
They explain much about our pe-
culiar regionalism. And 1 think
the preservation of a basically
agrarian, conservative, individu-
alistic society, Jefferson's ideal,
is more worthwhile than some
seem to think

Historic Instincts

These facts stand out: Beneath
some of the things many, even
southerners themselves, curse in
the South today lie historic in-
stincts worthy of pride. The South
by nature is slow, leisurely, con-
servative — like all societies wed
for so long to the soil; but she is
also generous and friendly because
of the leisure that wedding has in-
sured her. The South is ot par-
ticularly interested in money-mak-
ing, or she would be wise enough
to see that her race-problem is in-
compatible with the coming of ine
dustry which alone can make her
rich — in the meaning of that
word which has come to apply in,
even dominate, other parts of
the country. For all her stubborn-
ness, the South still interests her«
self in guarding the rights of mi.
norities; and she still distrusts so-
clal engineering based on abstrac.
tions. On one side, she is called,
with a certain disdain, the Bible
Belt; on the other, she has resist-
ed the secularism which cuts her
neighbors loose from established
ln‘mxly uhhzn(mnl and the respect
of per:

Uses Of Tradition

It cannot be denied that the

South has often abused these proud
traditions. But she retains them;
and they are worth retaining yet.
Without wrapping herself in the
Grey Confederate cloak, without
waving the St and Bars, the
South needs a greater conscious.
ress of the proper use of the tra.
dition she knows only instinctive-

ly: That, and not a massive
changeover to the “ways of the
world,” is her problem.

I realize my view of southern
tradition, and  southern political
tradition expeclnlly. smacks of
Carlyle’s “great man" theory of
history. But the leaders a region
produces can be no stronger than
the concensus of opinion which
backs them up. I realize, also,
that a region cannot thrive in
the present world on the dignity of
her senators, or the instincts of
her political tradition, alone. But
I put them up for those who find
nothing in the South worthy of go.
ing home to.

Behind The Mask

Some have said there are really
two Souths. Or, if you like, a
real South with a mask on. There
is the South which riots in Clinton,
Tenn., which sends men like East-
land back to Congress, the South
so well captured in Benet's,
The sick magnolias of the false ro-
mance and all the chivalry the
went to seed before its ripening.
But this is really only the mask.
Behind it stands the South which
!or all its tribulations cannot

ke itself too seriously. The South
whlch will not break its neck in-
dustrializing to make money, nor
be persuaded that government

“‘out of sight and at a distance” is
a pure good. The South which
cannot convince herself that pre.
tense to cosmopolitanism holds a
special virtue, but which owns, if
only by instinct, the heritage of
Juﬂeraon

sorry the mask is often
mmaken as the face behind the
mask. But by trying, the South
may remove the mask. I want to
there when that happens.
That is why I am, and will re-
main, a Confederate.

Dulles Made Secret Pledges To Israel

WASHINGTON

HE public doesn’t know it, but Israel

can cite the 100 per cent support of

American diplomats in private talks

against the move of Col. Nasser to set

l;p a civilian administration in the Gaza
trip.

Personal Okay Given

What the public doesn't know is that
the statement by the Israeli foreign min-
ister, Mrs. Golda Meir, in the U.N., sef-
ting forth the conditions - under whl:'h
Israel would withdraw from Gaza and
Aqabn was okayed personally and agreed
to by John Foster Dulles. It was also
read by the French and by various State
Department officials. They even made

some changes in the statement.

After accepting these changes, Mrs.
Meir stated that Israel makes its an-
nouncement of withdrawal “on the fol-
lowing assumptions:

“That on its withdrawal the United
Nations force will be deployed in Gaza,
and that the tak
military and civi
will be exclusively by the United Nations
emergency force.”

U. S. Approval

There . were other safeguarding “as-
sumptions,” all relying on the UN. and
all approved in advance by the United

es.
Immediately after Mrs. Meir's state-

ment, and despite the advance approval,
Ambassador Cabot Lodge rose, in an ef-
fort to appease the Arabs, to express
some reservations. However, Israel
thought she had a firm commitment and
never would have withdrawn without the
solemn word of John Foster Dulles, who
purported to represent the United States.

Budget Snafu

President Eisenhower and Secretary of
the Treasury Humphrey aren't the only
ones who have their budget wires
crossed. lke’s own Budget Bureau also
is opposing him over construction of a
new federal dam at Bruce's Eddy, Idaho.

In his budget message last month, the

President recommended an expenditure

of $10 million to draft plnu for th- dam,
which has long been authorized by Con-
gress but never built. Now, however, the
Budget Bureau has asked Congress to
hold off in order to save money,

Congressional Feud

Another feud over the same project
has developed between Idaho's two sen-
ators, young Frank Church, Democrat,
and veteran Henry Dwarshak, Republi-
can.

Church, a strong conservationist, wants
to delay the Bruce’s Eddy Dam until the
Interior Department finds out how it
would affect Idaho's fish and wildlife.




