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Editorial Correspondence

The Status Quo Is Not Good Enough

By CECIL PRINCE
Editor, The News

RALEIGH
TAVE after wave, the icy realities of

North Carolina's social and eco-
nomic condition slid across the General
Assembly's conscience today,

The state’s economy is not sick by any
means; but there are a few spots that
need treatment.

The segregation issue has been de-
clared dead by many competent doctors;
but it may not be dead, _uxst shamming.

The General Assemb) refusal to re-
apportion its seats according to the con-
stitution has not destroyed legislative
democracy in North Carolina; but it has
tarnished the body's honor.

Resistance to minimum wage legisla-
tion, reforms in the State Highway and
Public Works Commission, expansion of
community colleges, sensible traffic
safety measures, independent status for
the prison system, teacher pay raises
and improvements in mental care has
not stifled North Carolina progress
completely. But it will limit the state’s
capacity to achieve the full fruits of its
manifold destiny.

These are the opportunities and the
responsibilities that some of the General
Assembly’s sincerest partisans began to
ponder today in the wake of inaugural
Jollity.

But these are the very issues that are
tangled in the brambles of political strife
in Raleigh this year,

Some of the most respected legislators
here shrug their shoulders with that
typically unavailing gesture:

“What can I do about it?"

And the dusty problems stand virtually
inviolate,

e
OV. LUTHER H. HODGES told North
Carolina yesterday to respect the past
but not live in it. “We have made prog-
ress, but so have others,” he said, “We
must not stand still.”

He has touched on North Carolina’s
greatest need—the need to kindle a bon-
fire beneath the state’s aged-in-molasses
conservatism.

Progress will require hospitality to
new ideas,
1t will require a firm grip on reality.
In fact, North Carolina will have to
prove its capacity for adjustment to new
ideas and to reality far beyond what has
been true in the past.
.- Lk

ITH many an oratorical sigh, the

General Assembly lurched about
its business this week with the same old
immutability, the same old obstinance.
From both sides of the aisle, in both
houses, came a flurry of windy evoca
tions of the past.

This inclination has not gone unnoticed
in the Governor's Mansion. “It is only
natural,” said Mr. Hodges, “to expect
that any plans to meet the demands of
the future may run head-on into well es-
tablished and accepted policies and prac-
tices which were designed to answer the
needs of the past.”

But he added:

“We should be glad that North Caro-
linians, while fully appreciating our past
and our many blessings and resources,
can still evaluate our shortcomings and,
furthermore, can have the courage to
speak out on matters which should be
corrected.”

North Carolina can no longer afford
to live in the glow of past triumphs,
or can it afford to adopt an atti-
tude of terrified truculence toward
new fdeas, so common in certain other
neighbors—a disposition to reject every
innovation out of hand while guarding
the status quo with fanatical resolution.

The status quo is not good enough for
North Carolina.

1t leads only to complacency and illu-
sion.

A o
ORTH CAROLINA needs leaders to-
day who are willing fo scale the

barriers of the past. It needs men of

judgment and character who will not
cower before tradition, men of imagina-
tion, dedication and, above all, energy.

There are such men in North Caro-
lina's legislature today. They need only
to rise to the occasion. They must.

Spencer Bell: Able Man For A Big Job

l!AL " a hundred Mecklenburg citizens
ight will make a major decision

for almost a hundred thousand regis-
tered voters.

The privilege of choosing klen-
burg’s new state senator imposes a spe-
cial obligation on the members of the
Mecklenburg Democratic Executive Com-
mittee, That is to choose a man most
willing and able to serve the broad
interests of all Mecklenburgers rather
than the narrow interests of factional
politics, For that matter, the committee
owes the same obligation to itself and
the future of the Democratic Party which
can be secured only by effective public
service on the part of its office holders.

Tee News is bound to no candidate
for the post. But as between the two
reported leading candidates, we unhesi-
tatingly favor J. Spencer Bell over Jack
Love. The reasons are as obvious as
the known records and attitudes of the
two men.

Spencer Bell's long record of public
service is marked by a sympathetic and
studious concern for a wide range of
community problems, More important,
it is marked by accomplishment,

Enactment of the perimeter zoning
ordinance and moves to enlarge Char-
lotte’s inadequate hospital facilities are
due in large measure to his vigorous and
articulate leadership. He has a wel-

developed social conscience and a keen
sense of individual responsibility to the
community,

And if there is anything obvious about
Spencer Bell, it is that a political collar
wouldn't fit him,

Nothing argues against the selection
of Rep. Love so well as his own reac-
tion fo the resignation of Sen. Jack
Blythe, That was to get his “crowd” to-
gether to dictate selection of himself or
his alternative choice, former Sen. Fred
Meclntyre whom Mecklenburg voters
have already tested and found wanting,
In the proc he pronounced a sum-
mary, negative verdict on city limits
extension even before receiving the city's
formal proposal.

Rep. Love’s political reach exceeds his
grasp of the very serious problems of
Charlotte and Mecklenburg that await
action in Raleigh,

A noted dexterity in precinct politics
is no substitute for a primary interest
in the proper discharge of public affairs,

Spencer Bell, of course, is not the
only citizen with proved qualifications
for the Senate seat. There are others,
some of whom have been mentioned in a
week of furious speculation

But two factors should commend him
highly fo the executive committee.

He is willing and he is eminently

able,

Ln‘t The Gloom From Annexation Issue

in .some quarters and re-
in others, the annexation
issue is being rubbed with the salve of
political postponement

There have been doleful reports from
Raleigh and dejection at City Hall. Noth-
ing, in%sum, has seemed scarcer than
support for city limits extension. The
gloom descended before the city's final
proposals were approved and dispatched
to Raleigh

Mayor Van Every has correctly ap-
pealed for supporters of annexation fo
make their views wn to the

tive delegation. In view of som
extreme charges that have been h
against the city's motives, such expres
sions would serve a useful purpose

Mecklenburg legislators natur have
their ear to the ground for whatever
rumblings they can hear. But they can-
not be guided sole the incoherent

pattern of a pitched propaganda battle.

The city has made its proposal and
gone to the perimeter area to explain
it to all ¢ 10 listen and que
tion, T now have the re
ponsibility to examine the p and
10 bring their own judgment

If they fi
they
the
To say
one

id the pr
pecify the
y an opportunity to re
it has not been
ment of concerned citizens is 1o

make too simple an issue of a very com-
plex and far-reaching proposal.
We believe legislation to enable a vote

on the issue should be passed at this
sion. Postponement would avoid erit-
problems facing the metropolitan
communi and large opportunities for
early benefits to both the city and the
perimeter,
By any m
deserves forthr
legislators.
Negative head-shaking will not suffice,

ure, the annexation issue
ht consideration by the
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Fancy Togs Tickle Hyenus

A Hearty Bravo For Berets

PALAMOS, Spain

N RETURN for some nasty

things T will dwell on later,
T offer this free of charge to the
sportswear people: Plug the be-
ret, men; place it big on the budg-
et for heavy promotion, It is the
only perfect piece of headwear
yet designed.

The British armed forces found
this out a long time ago. So did
the French and Spanish peasants,
But somehow in America we al-
ways felt that the beret was si
fied. Even though the hale Scots-
man, who lives off oatmeal and
neat whisky, adopted the tam-o-
shanter, we have turned it down,

TIRED OF HATS

1 was hunting in Africa recent.
1y and got tired of h Mine was
a good hat — a big Stetson stolen
from Ralph Johnston of Houston,
Tex., and girdled with a leopard
tail, Very pretty, but it blew off
all the time in the open jeep and
kept getting tangled in thorn trees
when I was running away from
things. So T harked back to Spain
and bought myself a beret.

The beret, T discovered, is the
only hat which will keep your bald
spot from broiling whilst allow-
ing your face to sunburn. It keeps
your hair out of your eyes and
does not blow bff, no matter what
speed you are traveling. It does
not snag in bushes. It weighs
nothing; you just stuff it in your
pocket,

GOOD FLY SWATTER

It is unsurpassed for swatting
flies, picking up scorpions, or

Brave New World

By ROBERT C. RUARK

mopping your brow. Tilted for-
ward, it provides shade for the
eyes and the frontal bone. Back-
ward, it keeps the sun (or rain)
off your neck. It comes in handy
as a_dipper when the water sup-
ply is primitive, or as a wash-
basin in the samé circumstance.

You can use this thing for fish-
ing, skiing, hunting, skating, rid-
ing, driving — even sleeping, if
your head gets cold at night. For

air travel, it is just fine, and even
better for sailing or steamship
use. It doesn't look as silly as a
cap, because it fits your, head.

SALVADORE DALI
Appearances Are Cheap

‘Nationalistic Radlcallsm

horrors of

rl“lhe Thirty Years' War actu-
ally taught men a lesson, and
for more than a hundred years
the politicians and generals of
Europe consciously resisted the
temptation to use their military
resources to the limits of de-
structiveness or to go on fight-
ing until the enemy was totally
annihilated. They were aggres-
rs, of course, greedy for profit
il glory; but they were also
conservatives, determined at all
costs to keep the world intact,
as a going_concern,

For the last thirty years there
have been no conservatives;
there have only been national-
istic radicals of the right and

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

radicals of the left.
The last conservative statesman
was the fifth Marquess of Lans-
downe; and when he wrote a let-
ter to The Times (London), sug-
gesting that the First World War
should be concluded with a com-
promise, as most of the wars of
the 18th century had been, the
editor of that once conservative
journal refused to print it. The
nationalistic radicals had their
way, with the consequences that
we all know — bolshevism, fa-
cism, inflation, depression, Hit-
ler, the Second World War, the
ruin of Europe and all but uni-
versal famine—Aldous Huxley in
his Foreword to “Brave New
World.

End of plug for the beret.

This was only a sneaky lead-in
to what I really had in mind,
which has to do with general
sportswear,

In the old days you could climb
into an old pair of pants, two
sweaters, a leather jacket and
a pair of bicyele clips and go pre-
sentably skiing — if, heaven de-
cry, you like pneumonia and com-
pound fracture as a sport, You
slipped into something old and
ugly to fish. For most sports, the
older the clothes, the sloppier the
man, the better,

But the same sort of people who
lead the dolls down the path, fash-
ion-wise, seem to have overhauled
the hairy-chesters. You got to
dress for it, Bud, or you are
sneered at in the better bars in
the ski joints and yacht basins
and even on the swimming beach-
es,

The pants must taper just so.
Four )\crweﬂlan domsc \wnk s
year —to
into your sueaur. \on even huy
a built-in faraway look to aid in
scanning distant scenes.

BUGS AND BRIARS

The basic thing in sports stuff
for guys can be summed up easily
If the climate is cold, is it warm
and unbulky? If the climate is
hot, is it cold and unbulky? If
there are bugs about, or briars
is there protection? And always,
the shoes better fit and the socks
better be stout, Sore feet can
wreck an archangel’s temper, and
spoil the trip as well

But none of it has to be pretty.
We are not, after all, rehearsing
for a musical comedy. I used to
get myself up, in the earlier days,
like a combination Stewart Gran-
ger-Victor Mature white hunter,
and even the hyenas derived ex-
tra laughter therefrom,

NO BALL

Mind you, I don't mind a little
extra_adornment in male plum-
age, but I find a workable flan-
nel shirt, a pair of washed-out cor-
duroys, a couple pair of shorts
and some decent boots will take
you nearly anywhere in the world
you want to go, unless it's to a big
charity ball. For me, a big char-
ity ball seems highly unlik

But don't forget the beret, gents.
Even if it's a costume party, you
can put on one of the old lady's
dirtier smocks, cock the beret at
a rakish angle, steal a paint
brush and show up very cheaply
as Picasse, Dali or Gaugin, es-
pecially if your face is dirty.

By DORIS FLEESON

High Court’s Liberal Cast
Will Be Increased By lke

WASHINGTON
TI'\lE AND fate being what
they are, it is almost cer-
tain that long before his second
term is concluded President Eis-
enhower will have appointed a
majority of the members of the
Supreme Court.

The retirement of Justice Stan-
ley Reed after 19 years of serv-
fce gives the President his fourth
opportunity to appoint a member
of the court.

Every party in power likes to
have a court with a majority of
its own choosing. Yet the charac-
ter of the appointments which the
President so far has made shows
that an Eisenhower courf is not
going to be much different from
the court with a Democratic ma-
Jority.

LAST BASTION

The Supreme Court in the first
Roosevelt term was the last bas-
tion of confirmed conservatism
in the federal government. Be-
ginning with the appointment of

Hugo Black, President Franklin
D: Roosevelt t firmly out to
ch ter of the court
of his so-called
he had to wait

liberals with holding

gre

succession of modern-
minded lawyers he appointed to
the court completely changed its
philosophy and direction,
nating eventually in the aba andon-
ment of the “separate but equal™
doctrine with which earlier courts
had got around the Fourteenth
Amendment,

PARTY LABELS

A decade ago there might have
remained sufficient strength
among Republican ultra-conserva-
tives to attempt a counter-revolu-
tion in the court if they had come
to power, That time is past. Pal

ty labels among the justices mean
little if anything toda;
it easy for

This made
President Eisenhower
lliam J. Brennan Jr.,
Democrat,
most recent appointment
Since the last two Eisenhower
appointees have béen from the
East and Chief Justice Earl War-
ren, the other appointce, comes
from the Far West, the speculation
is that the mew justice will be a
Middle-Westerner. Someone with
judicial experience will be sought,

as his

and this time the appointee is
lkely to be & modern-minded Re-
publican. No southerner is_likely

ln be appointed so long as Justice
Bl an Alabaman, remains on
the court
Since Justice Stanley F. Reed
was a member of the court’s con-
servative wing, a new Eisenhower

People’s Platform

_ Sacrificing

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
NTLY I had my first op-
portunity to observe the op-
eration of one of our county vol-
unteer fire departments. The oc-
casion was a fire in my otvn resi-
dence, T was impressed with the
efficiency and courtesy of the vol-

unteer fire fighters. I take this
opportunity {0 _publicly _ th
them for the specific service

dered to me and for the service
m.wn they are performing every

I find it rather refreshing to
know that in our volunteer fire
departments we have men who

are willing to serve their com-

munity in performing a vital and
necessary function without mone-
tary

compensation. On the con-
these men are doing their
at a personal sacrifice of
their time and of their business
interests. This is indeed unique
in our time, and I feel that in
their rendering of aid in time of
trouble one of our highest ideals
of community service is being
preserved.

-c

Let's Make Radio
A Tool Of Culture

Charlotte

. RAMSEY

Editors, The News:
AM happy to pen this
to your mhmr‘ml page.
Sincerely, a participant in
much of the musical life In Char-

note

JUSTICE REED
No Southern Successor

appointee could easily give the
court a more pronounced liberal
cast, as the Brennan appointment
is expected to do.

In any event, it is unlikely that
the President will make an ap-
pointment to the court without the
approval of Chief Justice War-
ren,

Since Justice Brennan received
a recess appointment and has not
yet been confirmed by the Sen-
ate, there may be some hesitancy
by the administration in naming
still another justice before Bren.
nan's confirmation has been as-
sured,

Justice Brennan will have to be
approved by the Senate Judiciary
Committee, whose chairman is
Mississippi’'s James 0. Eastland,
So far, he has announced no hear-
ings on the appointment.

Sen, Joseph R. McCarthy, how-
f er, has given notice that he
s to question the new justice
about 2 couple of speeches he once
made on the investigative powers
of Congress. Sen. McCarthy thinks
they may have been critical of
him, Brennan may elect not to
appear personally at the hearings,
There is sufficient precedent for
a sitting justice not to do so.

Firemen

lotte, am very glad to agree and
add my bravo with Mr. Williams
in his enthusiastic endeavor to in-
ferest musically-minded citizens
to the need, and want, of a radio
station willing to further our cul-
ture with good music.

Now that the idea is out in
the open, let's all put our wishes
for such a thirst into writing.

Also, 1 am very much in favor
of taking my turn in the plan.
ning, programming and even an-
nouncing such an endeavor,

Many thanks - for publishing
many worthy opinions that you do.
—ELEANOR S. RITTERSKAMP

Picture And Stories

Please Local Singers
Charlotta
WOULD like to express the
thanks of our organization to
your newspaper and its staff for
the publicity you accorded our or-
ganization during the past several
weeks. May 1 personally thank
Miss Parks for het help snd. in-
terest and Mr. Walters for his
wonderful picture.

As we all know, we need the
efforts and support of our local
newspapers to make our pro-
grams a success, and you gener-
ously devoted numerous articles
and pictures to our organization.
We are indeed grateful.

~ HELEN SORTON
Vice President
Oratorio Singers of Charlotte

Case Of The Missing $67 Million Suit

WASHINGTON isted, or, if not, whether it was ever charge made against the U. S, Gov- to give the Navy any reduction fo
VHERE is good reason for U, S, Gov- settled. ernment is interesting picking up the oil in the Near East in.
ernment interest in Saudi Arabia. _ . . tead of hauling it half
With American oil reserves limited, Civil Suit Big Push world from Texas x‘,;r“?\&-""%‘p‘"ié?i
Saudi Arabia represents the richest re- At the time the overcharge was re.  The Navy's contract for abian oil to get any reduction as promised by
maloing oilfield in the world — though ported by a Republican-dominated Sen. Was signed in June 1045 after the war Aramco in 1041 in return for loans and
the sroay lrcl)unr( it, largely developed gate investigating committee, Sen, Owen in Europe had ended and when the lend-lease advanced to King Ibn Saud in
y the British, are also important. Brewster of Malne, its chairman, .'\n\ly was ;:N‘nn: x‘z-l;ldy for ”ml big lieu of increased oil royalties.
ags . charged a criminal conspiracy a st push against Japan. It was considered 4
No Justification the oil companies in the Aramco com. cheaper to pick up the oil in the Near Out Of Line
However, the Importance of this oil- bine. However, the then Democratic- East, thus saving a haul halfway So the two young naval officers re-
field is no justification, in the opinjon controlled Justice Department under around the world. fused to accept the higher prices. The
of many senators, for permitting the ofl Attorney General James McGranery let The two Naval officers \\Vh? signed negotiations dragged. Handling the ne-
companies holding this area to get away the statute of limitations run unti} jt the contract were Lt John Walsh, later gotiations for Aramco were H. G. Den-
with overcharging the U. S. Navy, with Was 0o late to bring a criminal case, A With Standard of N. J; and Lt. D. E. ham and C. W. Barthelmes
violation of the antitrust act, or with 'civil suit to collect the overcharge was Bodenschatz, later with General Petrol  Later Barthelmes, no longer with
nu ible criminal violation. It is also no finally filed. eum, A 1;0 duf;wrmed this writer that he
reason for permitting them to dictate .. p " k i sons'dered the prics askad by his com-
L policy of the United Big Qil Contributors Balked At Pnced pany far out of line, even disregerding
The. heads of some of the companies conte o el for pretine, B0 o by (he loans end grants’to King Ibn Saud.
A Blank which now own Aramco were honore it o168 Large Profit
osts las ok at the state d » lientenants balk ke " abi
The Arabian-American Oil Company ﬁ:‘\fe‘ns :Wuv( President E " .y‘;Frsp,'“t\nhr.j{E‘“‘(...‘nwmk..( ” ,,:'},:,”r',':""' pald the Arablas-
sued by the Justice Department for King Saud. They were of N. J, then representing 3,000,000,”
000 for overcharging the U. S. chairmen of Aramco . had writlen a letter to  the in an to th
roment. If you inquire at the Jus nings, chairman of Socony who v offering gas at three cents . o F oot
tice Department as to what has happen- with “his family contributed $7,000 to fuel oil_at 40 cents a g corts of ap-
ed to this sui, however, you will draw the Eisenhower compalgn; Augustus at 75 cents. o3
a blagk, One whole day of inquiry Long, chairman of Texaco; Monroe J o naval officers knew that the hig p e Na
the Justice Department by this c Rathbone, president of Standard of New ked by Aramco overruled the two ?\(:m‘ n "n‘ ‘hv(x “:;“ri’
failed to get any information on the Jersey, who contributed $1,000 prices quoted o i \,.,»', ATRaES T Dishoos
status of the suif, whether it still ex- The manner in which Arameo’s over- Merico. In other oil and ¥




