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Editorial Correspondence

Shuftlings And Stompings Of Old Pols
Give Legislature A Sonorous Send-Off

By CECIL PRINCE
Editor, The News

RALEIGH
’l‘lmOl’G}l the swinging glass doors of
! the Hotel Sir Walter lies the center
ring of this political circus.

The headlines are harvested uptown
at the Capitol, but the seeds are sown in
a lobby no bigger than a Tryon Street
shoe emporium.

Even before breakfast foday, the air
was rife with the shufflings and stomp-
ings of old pols, the shouts of greeting,
the whispered mischief, the professional
folksiness of robust, redfaced giants who
represent the branch-head boys.

It was suddenly open season for heart-
iness, rhetoric and splendid gesturing.
Here was the whole gorgeous fabric of
Tar Heel manhood—the blending of
accents and attitudes, the outrageous
spectacle of a gallussed dirt farmer from
down east jawing confidently with a dude
of a lawyer from Greensboro, the heroic
and highly picturesque profanity of
mountain men,

. .

‘T IS NO WONDER that the first-timers

and visitors—the helpless, pliable
minority on the edge of the crowd, ears
open, guard down—gape and wonder at
the goings-on. Nor is it any wonder that
the whole of North Carolina sits like a
patient in the doctor’s anteroom today
while the specialists discuss his disease.

They say that H. D. Thoreau, when
informed that the Massachusetts legis-
lature was about to convene, told a neigh-
bor, “I must go downtown 0 buy a lock
to put on my back door.”

In 1912, newsmen who covered New
York’s legislature in Albany sang this
saucy ballad:

The Capitol's a funny place,
Where statesmen congregate to
legislate,
They come to

ills,
And bring along a ton of bills;
But when the real work comes
along
And the session’s end is nigh,
You see them flag the people’s
bill:

“cure” the people's

s
To let their own get by. For—

Every honest statesman has some
interests of his own,

Every legislator wants his good
things left alone;

And all the hot air and agitation

Over water and. conservation

And Niagara’s illumination

Has a meaning all its own.

North Canolina’s General Assembly is
probably no better or no worse than its
counterparts meeting now in 42 states
( the other six meet in the spring or dur-
ing even-numbered years). The Raleigh
edition is perhaps plainer than some,
less pretentious, less gifted in the art and
science of southern demagoguery, more
given to elaborate sighs about “the poor,
hard-working, God-fearing farmer,”” more
appreciative of the, superiority of genuine

dew to st stuff.
But like all the others, North Carolina’s
General Assembly has its “code” ( Thou
shalt be loyal to thine own class lest thy
days be numbered as one of the boys)

and its folklore. It can, on occasion, per-
form with all the grace and efficiency
of a dinosaur. Then again, during rare
moments of expansive generosity. it can
speed through its chores with breath-
taking speed and agility.

1t all depends on what preparations
have been made in the Sir Walter's
lobby.

There are 120 members of the House
of Representatives and 50 senators.
Every one of them who could crawl is
here today to sit in judgment on the
political destiny of Luther Hartwell
Hodges. This will indeed be the acid test
for the governor.

“This time he has bitten off more than
he can chew,” said a state official who
prefers, for obvious reasons, to remain
anonymous.

There is no doubt but what the state's
chief executive has anambitious program
to place before the legislature. This will
be nothing at all like last summer’s
shadow play at the special session—with
its tryouts on the road, prompters in the
wings and a pat, well-rehearsed finale.
Responses to governmental reforms are
not as predictable as they are to racial
issues in North Carolina. And reforms
galore will be proposed by the governor
in the days and weeks al:ead.

B

'I‘HE Sir Walter’s lobby was quivering
ever so slightly today about the
length and breadth of the governor's
expected program:

1—A complete overhaul of the cor-
porate tax structure to make North Caro-
lina more attractive to new industry.

2-—A stem to stern reorganization of the
State Highway and Public Works Com-
mission to rid North Carolina of the
“little kingdoms” of district commis-
sioners and stress statewide planning in
roadbuilding.

3—Separation of the prison system
from the State Highway Department.

4—General governmental reorganiza-
tion contained in ten separate reports.

In addition, there will be much safety
legislation submitted, together with rec-
ommendations for teacher pay raises, a
state minimum wage law. legislative
T

nlal lhe state liquor rcferendum
o e e

TO BAT 1.000 in this league is impos-
sible.

But there are some who say today that
the gnvemor will not even bat his weight
in 19

Posslb]y they underestimate the win-
some crusader they call Luther the
Lionhearted.

Possibly they rely too much on that
ancient wheeze about the sophomore

Jinx.

This is but the second legislature Gov.
Hodges has faced as the state’s chief
executive. He knows the toil and trouble
that lies ahead. He knows that he has
been the recipient of extraordinary good
fortune in the past. He knows that luck
alone cannot save him from the political
wolves forever, If he goes down swing-
ing, he will at-least spank up an awful
lot of dust.

Omit Dictation In Choice Of Senator

HE selection of a successor to Sen.
Jack Blythe must be accomplished
with the utmost care and discretion.

The new senator from Mecklenburg
must be willing and able to conduct a
disinterested and continuing battle for
the best interests of the most populous—
and often the most abused county—in
the state, It will require a cilizen of rare
tact, determination and proved leader-
ship ability.

In our opinion, neither Rep. Jack Love
nor former Sen. Fred McIntyre possess
these qualifications in sufficient degree
nor in degree comparable to other cit-
izens mentioned for the post
ep. Love perhaps has enough control

the Mecklenburg Democratic Execu-
tive Commiftee to dictate appointment
of either of his two favorites for the post

himself or Mr. McIntyre, But disin-
terested deliberation—not dictation—is
the only basis for a wise selection

And it should be noted that Mr. Love's

reputed popularity with precinct leaders
is not matched by popularity with the
electorate. In the May primary he ran
a poor fourth—3,538 votes behind third
man Frank Snepp—to get on the gen-
eral election ticket. In November he
missed defeat at the hands of Republi-
can ingenue Charles F. Coira by only

# gon

575 votes.

The Democratic Executive Committee
would serve neither the party nor the
community by placing political alle-
glances over the need for effective and
responsible public service in Raleigh

The public service records of other
citizens mentioned for the post—attor-
neys J. Spencer Bell, Fred Helms and
Robert Lassiter—are long and distin-
guished

Mecklenbu best interests would
be served best by an appointment of one

Sen. Jack Blythe Bespoke Us Ably

l‘m quiet man will be missed

Jack Blythe served Mecklenburg loy-
ally and well for three term
S

s in the state

Hn earned the respect of his colleagues
swiftly and held it through crucial years
of political change and realignment

In a legislature dominated by the
cultural East, this was no small task

Mecklenburg, the metropc g
s traditionally suspect

its interests are blockec
stinct
Sen. Bl s Influence could ¢

of them, or of some other citizen whose
devotion to public service is more notable
than his political ambitions
bloc's prejudice
s had a soothing effect

t-in fears that have

fractured urban aspirations for decades
Sen. Blythe's resigna
when Mecklenburg and all of
Carolina’s big metropolitan
his influence most, is a
HR role will not be filled easily

we wish Sen. Blythe \.n1

pportionment and that sturdy percns

Cabinet Exits Open For Dulles, Humphrey And Wilson

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
7TWO OF the three most power-
ful Cabinet posts — Treasury
and Defense — will almost cer-
tainly be vacated this y
ably by mid-summer.
ton's great current
whether the third and most im-
portant post—the Secretaryship of
State-will also be vacated in the
near future,

Both Secretary of Defense
Charles E. Wilson and Secretary
of the Treasury George M.
Humphrey have been behaving
recently a little like employes who
know they are leaving soon any-
way. Departing employes don’t
have to worry about what the
boss thinks—the boss in the case
of a top public official being the
President, the Congress, and the
public all wrapped up in one.

Secretary Wilson certainly knew
that his outburst about the Na-
tional Guard would really stir up
the animals. But he said it any-
w and he has stuck to his
guns, because he thought he was
right—and as far as the totally
inadequate training of «he Guard
is concerned, he was certainly
dead right.

s for Secretary Humphrey's
outburst about the budget, it was

Of

(‘rven\llll‘. 8. C
Editors, The New:

People’s
Platform

OT\(;RATULATI()'\§ on “To
Tarheelia With Love” by
Julian Scheer.

The article was_interesting and
refreshing. When I come to Char-
lotte presently I will check on
your list, I'm sure I will like
them too,

Your Incluslon of Confederate
monuments was heart-warming.
“Lest we forget” was not an idle
phrase, but an illuminating char-
acteristic of the personality of
the body public.

Recently an Abbeville, 5. C
monument was used as the base
for a Christmas tree to the dis-
tress of many descendants. I am
one. 1 wish you lived in Abbe-
ville!

1 have seen the sun rise at Wil-
mington, and saw it rise out of
the ocean during an Easter dawn
celebration. Just as the first red
tip appeared a sweet sounding
bugle sounded the Risen Christ.
1 have never seen anything more
thrilling. Please see it some day.

~HANNAH HEMPHILL
COLEMAN

Devil's Own Irony

Plagues Professors

Charlotte

Editors, The New

HE U. §. Central Inteligence

Agency tells us the Soviet
will lead us in science graduates
for-this decade by- one-third

The National Education Associ-
ation says that by 1960 science
to required will—be—more
than six times newly certified
teachers available.

Even the Labor Department
has joined the church schools in
an appeal to recruit teachers,
What inducement can we as vet-
eran ‘teachers hold out to new
prospects? Let’s face facts. Bet-
ter the salary of an ace in the
college's athletic gambling den
than that of a professor,

We no longer have to apologize
for neighborhood research and its
associate efforts, Individual ef-
fort in this movement over:
wws mob-parroting. One not
help but think with affection nl the
many students and teachers from
various colleges who have co-
operated. We broke away from
siavery to books and began deal-
ing with facts about us. Our pub-
lications, now largely out of print,
would take well up in four figures
to reproduce.

The work was largely done in
the Pledmnnl from Georgia to
Virginia, From one trustee in one
college in another state where I
formerly taught was received per-
haps as much as $1.25 for a paper-
bound copy of what remains still
our most ambitious publication.
It is twice as long as the average
novel and is indexed by the Li-
brary of Congress cards as an
authority on the Battle of Cow-
pens, the most brilliant tactical
victory -of the Revolution.

‘This is the sum total of finan-
cial aid we have received from
any trustee of any of a number
of colleges in which we have
worked, M five or six states. Even
he did not seem greatly inter
ested in the fact that among the
most recent standard lists for

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

rather like a company's depart-
ing senior accountant suddenly
informing the boss that the old
firm was going bust. Things may
not be quite that bad. But the
Humphrey outburst was a rather
sure sign that federal spending
will “go up and up and up” (to
use Humphrey's phrase), For
Humphrey is an immensely able
man, and he has been absolutely
determined to hold down federal
spending. As one of his colleagues
remarked, “If George can't do 1,
nobody can do it."

Neither Humphrey nor Wilson
have made any bones about their
intense eagerness to get out of
Washington for good, and soon.
To be sure, the prospect of leav-
ing a major Cabinet post, with all
its immense power and prestige,
tends to seem less pleasant as the
moment of departure approaches
If the President of the United
States really puts on the heat,
moreover, it is difficult to resist
him, But the betting is high that
both Humphrey and Wilson will
have bowed out in a few months

DULLES' DATE

After his cancer operation, the
betting was also high that Sec-
retary of State John Foster Dulles
would leave at about the same

RETARY WILSON
He Expected Trouble

time, making a clean sweep of
the three top posts, The date usu-
ally mentioned was June 30. That
date is still mentioned, but with
less assurance than formerly.
For one thing, Secretary Dulles
appears to have recovered mag-
nificently, and he obviously loves

Statues And T eachers,

his area on mammalogy, on orni-
thology, or herpetology, on amphi-
biology, and on ichthyology was
one “each, prepared by some one
in our group.

Members of one of the world-
famous academies of science
called on such a worker, com-
mented on his being the only one
in the area interested in their
common subject, and asked the
reason for his being located there.
When told of his college connec-
tions in the place, surprise was
expressed at the existence of a
college that had evidently es-
caped the scientist's notice. Its
news value soared when one day
its sneak athletic fund was found
to 'be more than 10,000 times that
sum spent on our research,

Our area Is one remarked in
scientific literature for its neglect
of its ethnological lore. One of our
workers contacted a shrewd ama-.
teur; cogs were set grinding; aid
was received; a man he had con-
tacted on one board of trustees
roused the amateur's eagerness

‘Can You

but not our worker's. One day the
former, after a conference with
his high hope came back to the
task disillusioned. The high hope's
school or picayuniversity wished
to help one of its donators if pos-
sible, Said donator had a rival
interested in a mineral resource
where some of our interests lay.
Couldn't we find some reason for
turning the area into a national
or_state park?

Our workers could not! Well did
Woodrow Wilson once remark that
college polities would make the
real thing look like amateurs’
work! What shall we say to our
prospective teachers on that?

A student confessed to me re
cently that a stumbling-block to
deciding on teaching was the age-
retirement question. There might
one well pause. The word “re-
tirement” is one that makes
‘Christian education” a misnom-
er, a mere play upon words. What
retirement? Let's invite the presi-
dent, or board, of any of these
schools who are pretending to
retire teachers, to make public

the job he has dreamed of hold-
ing since he was a very young
man. More important, for the
first time in his career as secre-
tary, Dulles has been subjected
to a really powerful attack from
the Democrats.

IKE INDIGNANT

The attack has rallied the in-
dignant President to his side, just
as President Truman rallied to the
side of Dean Acheson when he
became the chief Republican tar-
get. The very violence of the Re-
publican attack tended to freeze
Acheson in his post. The much
less ferocious Democratic attack
may well have the same effect
in the case of Dulles.

If Dulles wants to stay on in-
definitely, and if the President
wants to keep him on indefinite-
ly, the Democrats cannot possibly
force him out, any more than the
s forced Acheson out.

Republic
Yet there a significant differ-
ence, quite apart from the ques-

tion of health, between the situa-
tion of Acheson and that of Dulles.
PROTECTING THE REAR
Dulles took office determined
to protect his rear, which Acheson

bad so signally failed to do. Ache-
son, when he became secretary,

sometimes seemed to go out of
his way to alienate the key figures
on. Capitol Hill, and the press as
well. Dulles has made herculean
efforts to avoid doing so, which
is one reason why, until very re.
cently, he has been almost ime
mune to the kind of altack which
is the usual lot of secretaries of
state,

But while protecting his rear,
Secretary Dulles has failed, as it
were, fo protect his front. This
country’s major allies are, after
all, the natural clients of a sec.
retary of state. And Dulles is now
almost universally distrusted and
disliked abr o ad, especially in
Britain and France. This is not
a’carping criticism of Dulles. It
is a simple statement of plain
fact, which can be verified by any
objective foreign observer.

A secretary of state who is dis.
liked and distrusted by the coun.
in the

try's major allies cannot,
nature of things, be an effective
secretary of state. This is why it

is still a reasonable guess that, in
time, Dulles will bow out,
Humphrey and Wilson, and there
will thus be a, el b
top level of the
ministration before the.year is
out,

Pets And Profundities

the amount of the retirement pen-
sions paid. In some cases the
l acher out of a miserly pre-war
paid insurance. One of
lhe highest of these I have learned
of will pay $480 a year. The re-
tiree is not asked if a mortgage
on his home may be foreclosed;
he is not asked how many years
before his wife will receive her
Social Security; nor is he asked if
one or more of his children will
have to withdraw from college for
lack of funds. It is the devil's own
irony when a college professor
cannot afford a college education
for his own chil

In many cases ‘“‘Christian col-
lege" salaries are shamefully be-
low secular public school grade
teachers. Decent insurance is im-
possible, and with his family the
teacher is pushed out on a Social
Security dole smaller than the
per capita expenditure per per-
son cared for in the county home.
Not counting lost time, some of
our students are paying out $6,-
000 for a mere bachelor's degree
With scholarships their teacher

See The Second Line At All?”

LONG-R,
SELF- m:\sﬁgger

<+
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ERRB Lo<k

may have gotten four degrees
including Ph.D. for as low as $1,.
600. It is time for careful re-ap.
praisal in certain educational ap-
peals.

~SANDY McROBERTS

Ignorance Breeds

Destruction Of Dogs

Charlotte
Editors, The News
NK you for your dog story
each week informing the pube
lic of desirable pets available at
the county dog pound. This is a
fine community service,

I'd long hoped for similar pube
licity for the ecity dog pound,
Many splendid pets have been de-
stroyed simply  because of ignore
ance as to where or how to securs
them!

1 hope yowll continue to make
this information available.

=~ MRS. R. §. PHILLIPS

Age Loses More
Than It Profits

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

HESE trying times have got-

ten the best of us,

Recently I have been reading
in the Platform of some really
world-shaking problems, People
are either trying to find Betty
Johnson a home, or expounding
on the gyrations of an illiterate
hillbitly from Tennessee.

_Amidst these significant situa.
tions (appear the contributions of)

one John \Vv Hester . , . soll-
pronounced *“‘thoroughbred” from

Pittshoro I challenge e\'ery
sentence of his every letter , ., ,

Mr. Hester is living in the past,
in a time when his “white thore
oughbreds” reigned supremas
through force nnd terror. That
day is nearly over here in North
Carolina. The same indignation
that is said to have cleared tha
temple once is clearing it again.

I am Caucaslan, born in this
state, and am 24 years old, To
simplify exactly where I stand, [
endorse these words of the ime
mortal Captain John Brown:

“I think, my friends, you are

a great wrong against
God and humanity. I pity the poor
that have none to help them. My
sympathy is with the oppressed
and the wronged, that are as good
as you, and as precious in the
sight of God,

“I want you to understand that
T respect the rights of the poors
est and weakest of colored peo-
ple.”

That's how it 1s with me, Mr,
Hester, and realizing that you
are . . , of another time and
another South, I look to Henry
David Thoreau, whose writing in-
spired this leller, for a parting
word from my generation to
yours

“Age is mo better, hardly so
well, qualified as youth, for
it has not profited so much as it
has lost. What old people say you
cannot do, you try and find that
you can

~—JAMES §. SMALL

GOP Protested Foreign Policy Probe

WASHINGTON you don't want the people to know about  President Eisenhower discussed with that the matter be referred o the War
NE of the healthiest recent deci- the conduct of our foreign affairs? Do King Saud last week a renewed lease Department and the State Department
sions of the Senate is to investigate you want this to be a strict party vote on this base, and it was reported that for clearance.”
American policy in the Near East, dat- against aeny investigation?” the King wanted a sizable amount of
back o the' Teumsn sduinistration American arms in return. However, I can reveal, however, that Booth's re-
he decision was reached after a closed Sudden Hush Senate records of the old Brewster In. port showed that the British in July
door debate that the public doesn't The: . dden husk (he Re. Vestigating Committee show good rea 1944 blocked the U.S. base until May
know about here was & sudden “".‘_"" e K€ <on to believe that this base was orig- 5, 1945 on the ground that they, the
publican side, followed by whispers, n.o” ectablished mot because it was of British, already had four bases in Ar
For some time Republican senators GOP senators suggested a delay of 48 0" iiary value, but to please the bia which we could use, May 5, 1945
had argued, both privately and publicly, hours, then 24 hours, obviously to con- oo joan "ol companies which already Was one day before the war ended in
agal any probe of Dulles' pnlmm sult. Finally they agreed to come back |-=o reaped a fortune from Saudi Ara. Europe. And on that day it was decided
Sen. Aiken of Vérmont that at 10 am. next day. bia to go ahead with the Dhahran base_on
Such'3 probe would Be dangeroes, “"1":’ At that time they votel unanimously  Semators will find in their files a re- the belief that it would cut off eir miles
pasixey the secretary of state. Sen. Ful- {5 proceed with the full investigation of port by Brig. Gen. Donald P, Booth, in flying from Cairo to Karachl
r 5, initiated the the Near East under both Eisenhower sistant  to the undersecretary of war,
rgued that if an investiga- and Truman dated 1046, which Is classified secret. Stute Wanted Base
- n w e oy Him then Dulles's To it, Gen. Booth attached the follow- o oo wtr in Forope:De
policies were seriously lacking 2w . ! 1 Euro, -
Russell’ L U%IS~ Bluse 10 B dit i e b s, ing over, the War Department suddenly
his column would be delighted to reversed 'itself and wanted to cancel the
ussell’s Question o cematers where they can Clearance Needed e. It saw nod reason
Fina n closed-d get some important information. Part of  “It is believed particularly impor. > Department
Dick Russe f Georgia it is covered with dust right in their tant that this classification (secret) be ons not s
and b He had own , files. Very i ortant, for instance respected. If there is any part of the
he ed is why the U.S. air b in Saudi Arabia subject matter which you wish to de-
h 0 be was act established. clagsify for publication, it is requested




