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Practice Makes Perfect In A Disaster

(‘HARLOTTF. and Mecklenburg County
4 school children must be prepared
for the same kind of emergency that
faced pupils of Mt. Airy’s Flat Rock
School last week

Fire is a threat even to modern “fire-
resistant” buildings. It must never be
pooh-poohed or minimized.

However dreary fire drills may seem
to children and teacbers alike, they are
absolutely necessary. Furthermore, the
recommendation of Charlotte Fire De-
partment's fire prevention bureau that
they be held once a week for pupils in
primary grades and twice a month in
other schools is not at all far-fetched

Panic is one of the chief dangers when
fire breaks out. The surest antidotes to
panic are knowledge, training and lead-
ership.

Teachers must be drilled as well as
children. They must provide the leader-
ship. But practice—and frequent prac-
tice—is the only sure way to get children

to adopt patterns of behavior that will
stand up in any emergency.

Fire, after all, is not the only emergen-
cy the modern child must face. In an
era of nuclear weapons and transcontin-
ental bombers he must have at least a
nodding acquaintance with a variety of
perils. The old-fashioned fire drill may
stand him in better stead than he rea
zes.

An awareness of these potential dan-
gers on the part of both city and coun-
ty school officials is gratifying. We all
hope and pray that this training for dis-
aster need never have to be put to use.
But the fact that it is a mercifully long
time between fires should never be per-
mitted to dim the negessity for regular
rehearsals.

State regulations require only one drill
a month. That is not enough for primary
grades. The requirement should be tight-
ened

Pity The Poor Professor Who Walks

THE rewards of teaching may be onl;
] dimly apparent to Chapel Hill's
patched-pants academicians but not to
Frank McGuire, dapper tutor of several
muscular young men who give their all
for the University of North Carolina on
the basketball court. He is driving a Cad-
illac today. It is the, gift of admiring
alumni and friends—a reward for peda-
gogical excellence in a vast, high ceil-
inged classroom known as Woollen Gym-
nasium. 1

Mr. McGuire is a teacher, and a good
one. His subject just happens to be bas-
ketball instead of English literature or
American history or differential calculus.

Because he is having uncommonly
good luck with his students this year—
he is coach of the nation’s No. 1 team—
grateful alumni are measuring their ap-
preciation in horsepower.

We certainly don’t begrudge Mr. Mec-
Guire a single cylinder of his prize. He's
a fine gentleman, a wonderful coach and
deserves the recognition.

We just wish that his less fortunate
colleagues up around Saunders Hall and
vicinity—the underpaid instructors who
do their bit for the liberal arts—could
enjoy similar rewards.

We are just stuffy enough to believe
that the social sciences, say, are every
bit as important as dribbling and free
throws. Why can't a chemistry professor
who is doing exceptionally well with his
class be rewarded with a Cadillac by
well-heeled “alumni and friends.” An
English professor who may have a prom-
ising young All-American poet in his
creative writing class ought at least to
rate a Volkswagon.

We understand Dr. James L. Godfrey
is having an unusually good year in his-
tory but not a whisper have we heard
about outfitting him with a new car. The
same goes for Dr. Alexander Heard in
political science, Dr. B. Ullman in
classics, Dr. Werner P. Friederich in
Germanic languages, Dr. J. P. Harland in
archaeology and any number of other
euccessful University professors of hoth
the past and present. Some never got so
much as a bicycle for fielding team after
team of championship scholars.

For a Mr. Chips, the University is still
an institution of higher learning. For the
McGuires and the Tatums, it's become
an institution of higher earning.

“Did you hear his last words? ‘Wh:
would a history prof do with
a Cadillac?' ™

The Legislature’s Mangy Shortcoming

NO matter what pride insists or pub-

licists proclaim, North Carolina in
one rather shaggy respect remains a
“have not” state

North Carolinians have not an official
state dog.

They never have had one and unless
there is a startling change in the Gen-
eral Assembly’s attitude, they never will
have one. This glaring lack cannot be
attributed to the Civil War, the depres-
sion of the ‘90s or the '30s, the invasion
of the boll weevil or the Supreme Court
decision. It is purely and simply the re-
sult of a tail-between-the-legs timorous-
ness—and unwillingness to face up to a
root cause of lagging economic growth

on the part of North Carolina legisla-
tures, past and present,

Consider the acumen of the Connecti-
cut legislature which is about to make
the beagle the official bowser of the Nut-
meg State.

The moment the beagle jumps hap-
pily into the state's statutes, these happy
results can be anticipated

Fat-cat industrialists who ride to the
hounds will move their plants to a state

From The Gastormia Gazett

which appreciates the Importance of
dogs in the soeial structure

Rich beagle-owners with taxable for-
tunes will-move there so their hounds
may associate with the very best beagles.

Rich poodle-owners will move there to
protest

The movies will make a dog picture
there.

Connecticut will enjoy a vast influx
of manufacturers of dog food and dog
equipment ranging from ski sweaters to
rhinestone collars. It also will enjoy a
vast exodus of rabbits

It would be useless to pretend that
North Carolina legislators could summon
the courage to honor any one kind of
hound.

This would encourage civil strife be-
tween fanciers of coon hounds, rabbit
hounds, possum hounds, fox hounds, and
lion hounds.

But a hound of “some sort” — and
that's the most numerous kind North
Carolina’s official state dog will have to
b

e
The legislature must face up to this
problem with dogged determination

THOSE FOUR-LAYER CAKES

OW LONG since you saw a four-layer
cake? It was the loving product of
some cook of the old school—a grand.
mother or a great aunt, maybe.
Memories of those impressive four-
layer productions came back to us dur
ing the recent Christmas season. We had
got around to talking about the meals at
Grandmother’s house when Christmase:
were a bit more leisurely than today
And then we remembered the cakes
Grandmother would set upon the table
at dessert time. Always four-layers
but that was not necessarily the altitude
limit. On really outstanding festive
occasions a fifth level might be added
Our office expert on cakes and other
cookery tells us the object of our affec-
tion passed out of the feminine scheme

of things when. the modern housewife
began trimming her kitchen hours for
outside interests, Then it was that such

things as instant coffee, powdered cream
instant rice, frozen dinners, and. if you'll
pardon the expression, cake mixes be-
came fhe foundation of culina

Now because somebody de:
a1l one package should hold, two layers
are 'better than none for the housewife

Saves time, saves effort, reduces drool
And another thing, these mixes are
intended for eight-inch tins. The result
is mother’s array of nine-inch tins that
have been handed down to the present

generation aren't around anymore.
They've been thrown into some re-
pository where they can't remind to-

day's housewife how her mother labored
over the mixing bowl. Ah, but the cakes.

Reporter talking to reader on phone:
“I assure you I did not use that word. I
don’t know what it means, nor how to
spell it.”” Payoff came when the phone
was hung up, and it turned out the
reporter didn't know how to pronounce

the word, either.—TaALLAHASSEE DEMO-
CRAT
Alas, another effect of the 1956 record

infant crop will be greater jaywalker
ards'dodging baby cabs in the grocery
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

e
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EX-SECRETARY McKAY
A Veto Deplored

Electric Power
Race Is Going
To The Reds

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
THE startling statement that
the United States has already
lost the lead in science to Soviet
Russia, made with the authority
of Edward Teller who developed
the hydrogen bomb, should shake
the complacency which assumes
that high prosperity and shiny
new automobiles are evidence of
superiority,

What Teller confirmed was
what many scientists and edu-
cators have long suspected. The
extraordinary push of Soviet
technical and scientific educa-
tion has achieved in a relatively
short time the leadership that
this country had held for years.

But it is not alone in science
that America’s preeminent posi-
tion is threatened. In many fields
the rate of growth in the Soviet
Union exceeds that of the United
States. One of these is the de-
velopment of electric power pro-
duction.

RUSSIA'S PACE

Recent estimates made by
power specialists show that in
the period 195155 Russia’s in-
stalled hydroelectric power capa-
city increased at the rate of 80
per cent'while the rate of growth
in this country was 29 per cent.

These are rough estimates, es-
pecially in view of the uncertain
nature of Soviet statistics. But
they give a general idea of the
order of difference in the growth
of this element vital to the de-
velopment of industry, technol-
ogy and science.

Soviet power production today
is only a fraction of that in the
United States, which has 42 per
cent of all the installed capacity
in the world, according to a
study made by the International
Cooperation Administration

But if the rate of growth con-
tinues to be two or three times
that of the United States, then
we may wake up one day to dis-
cover the same thing has hap-
pened in power production as
has ‘occurrred in science. In
power produced from coal and
natural gas, the rate of growth
for the Soviet in the same period
was 63 per cent against 30 per
cent for this country.

Among those concerned over
this threat are advocates of pub-
lic power production who believe
the policy of the present ad-
ministration is preventing the
construction of largescale proj-
ects that only government can
build. They insist that a doctrin-
aire opposition to the kind of
giant projects built in the Ten-
nessee Valley and on the Colum-
bia River in the '30s and to some
extent in the late '40s is holding
America back

McKAY'S VETO

Public power development was
a conspicuous feature of the New
and Fair Deals. It figured, too,
in the election campaign last
fall in many Western states, in-
cluding those in which the Dem-
acrats scored unexpected gains.
One of the last recommendations
of the Department of Interior
under former President Harry S
Truman was for a nationwide
power grid linking both public
and private power resources so
as to get the utmost out of all
projects

When Douglas McKay came in
as secretary of interior, this con:
cept was quickly vetoed and a
study recommending it was put
on the prescribed list. But from
areas where power shortages are
acute there is evidence of dis
satisfaction with this veto
Surely it is not too much to
ask that politics be put aside at
least long enough to look at the
realities of future power develop
ment in this country.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Sissies Beware

Guide For Siberian Tourists

NOVOSIBIRSK
N this reporter’s opinion, the
travel books of the Victorian
age are superior to any others
because they always try to tell
you what it was really like. And
after a Siberian journey with
almost no dull moments, T can-
not quite resist the frivolous im-
pulse to imitate this good Vie-
torian example.
Let us begin then, in the best
Victorian manner, with the haz

ards of Siberian travel, which
are cons ble if you lack the
frontier sy

There is, for example, no
working modern plumbing,. so
far as I could discover, in all

the two thousand kilometers of
steppe and taiga that separate
Kuibyshev and Barnaul. In this
same area of the new western
Siberian frontier, the hotels are
more like barracks than any-
thing usually called a hotel, and
the traveler who feels lost with-
out a bath is due to feel con-
tinuously lost

BUNDLE UP

The climate is supposed to be

Siberia’s worst terror, but in
fact it is not a serious hazard
providing you bring along a
John Held era coonskin coat.

You will be g trifle conspicuous,
but you will still be warm, even
at 42 degrees below zero. On the
other hand, those who are plan
ning Siberian tours should cer-
tainly be warned against Sibe-
rian hospitality, which is de.
lightful but rather overwhelm-
ing

I think particularly of one
town where I called on the
mayor in the late afternoon, just
before 1 was supposed to go out
to dine with a young Kazakh
newspaperman. As 1 rose to
leave for my dinner party, His
Honor indicated the next room
with an expansive gesture and
announced firmly:

“First we must have just one
glass of vodka to drink the
health of our two countries.”

INVIGORATING SPIRIT

In the next room, there was a
table literally covered from end
to end with vodka bottles, glasses
and plates mountainously heaped

R L O
O THE WASHGTOW POSy cm,

By JOSEPH ALSOP

with Russian hors d'oeuvres, Be-
yond doubt, the inventor of vodka
was a co-founder of the Russian
empire; for the settlement of Si-
beria would hardly have heen pos-
sible without this invigorating
spirit. But if you are going fo
drink many toasts in vodka, you
simply must eat a great many
hors d'oeuyres too. The Zakouski
are the sole means of survival

That eveing, the toasting and
the ki-eating  continued
without a moment's pause from
eight to half past ten. Then at

last we tottered off to consume
the Kazakh feast, which was de-

Bring Your Parks

licious but one felt, somewhat su-
perfluous. By the time the eat-
ing and drinking reached its stupi-
fying close, we had been almost
continuously at table just under
five hours

Yet any traveler who has the
necessary equipment — reasonable
intellectual curios an ironelad
digestion and a willingness to go
unwashed—is almost guaranteed
to enjoy a Siberian journey under
friendly auspices. For one thing,
this is an exuberantly growing re-
gion, and the mere process of
growth, however strange and hos-
tile the system which promotes it,
is still both fascinating and excit-
ing to observe.

For another thing, the people
you meet are mostly very good
people indeed. The Russians of
western Siberia are wonderfully
welcoming, showing not the slight-
est trace of fear of contact with
strangers, and the iron system
they live under does not prevent
most of them from being vital,
resilient and generous hearted fel-
lows.

As 1 think back over my jour-
ney, many faces, many scenes
are summoned up. There was
the poetically inspired face of the
young engineer, stimulatd by a
passing mention

springtime. There were the hard

bitten, dirt grimed but gay faces
of the three young boys, an itiner-

ant team, “‘a wandering brigade,

of construction workers, who de-

scribed their rough lives with such
cheerful unconcern. And there was

the face of the combine operator

in from the country and discov-
ered playing chess in the hotel at
Akomlinsk, who so proudly ex-
plained his gold medal, harvest-

ing and threshing more than 20,000

bushels

GLORIOUS PARTY

Or there was the scene in the

primitive but companionable rail-
road dining car, when the old
peasant turned expert forester and
the young locomotive engineer all
but fought with one another to ex-
plain their respective ‘'special-
ties” to the stranger and to find
out from him the conditions of
similar work in America, Or thers
was the glorious party with the

youthful engineering staff of the

Severnaya mine at Kemerovo,
when we really

down to the mine's dark depths,

but as it was Sunday and the
party was going so well, we per-

haps wisely decided not to.

Not all the faces were friendly.
Not all the scenes were pleasant.
But as T write these last words
on the corner of a table in the big
Novosibirsk airport restaurant,
just before taking off again on
the long trip to Moscow, I am
still inclined to recommend tour-
ism in western Siberia.

People’s Platform

In A Coconut Tree,
The Monkeys Protest

Charlotte
Editors, The News
THERE were once three monk
ys dining in a coconut tree
discussing some things they had
heard
What do you think? now listen
you two. Here, monkeys, is some

thing that camnnot be true, that
humans descended from our
pure race. Why it is simply

shocking, a terrible disgrace,
Whoever heard of a monkey de-
serting his wife, leave a baby to
starve, and ruin its life? And
have you ever heard of a moth.
er monk, to leave her darling
with strangers to bunk? Their
babies are handed from one to
another, and scarce ever know
the love of a mother. And I've
never known a monkey so selfish
fo be as to build a fence around
a coconut tree. So other monk:
eys can't get a wee taste but
would let all the coconuts there

g0 to waste. Why if 1 were to
put a fence around this coconut
tree starvation would force you
to steal from me. And here is
another thing a monkey won't
do: Seek a bootlegger's shanty
and get on a stew, carouse and
g0 on a spree, disgracing his life
then ride madly home and beat
up his wife. They call this all
pleasure and make a big fuss
They've descended from some
thing, but not from us.
~—PARKS A. YANDLE

of Turgenev's
“Sportsman’s Sketches” to a lyri-
cal description of the steppes in

uld have gone

EX-JUDGE ERVIN
A Mantle Shared

Judicial Mind
Of Sam Ervin
To Aid Probe

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

HE luncheon at which Sen,

John L. McClellan, chairman
of the Senate racketeering sub-
committee, and his counsel, Rob-
ert Kennedy, played host to
George Meany, president of the
American Federation of Labor-
€10, and his counsel, Arthur
Goldberg, was an Alphonse-Gas-
ton affair

All hands were extremely po-
lite and mutual cooperation was
pledged. These amiable senti-
ments were later repeated for
the benefit of the press.

The fact is that the party was
practically public, being held in
the midst of the small Senate
restaurant with other senators,
their wives and guests, and Cap-
itol employes all within earshot.
This circumstance speaks for tha
wariness with which both the
subcommittee and labor are ap-
proaching the hearings.

TACIT INVITATION

It is understood that the sub-
committee intended its hospital-
ity as a tacit invitation fo Meany
to make any suggestions about
the hearings or offers of testi.
mony that he wished. If so, the
subcommittee was either too
subtle or Meany was not in the
mood to mi common cause
with them.

In any case, an opportunity
seems to be lost. Indisputably
honest, Meany has great prestige,
The hearings will get maximum
coverage, As the first witness,
he could have effectively pledged
the same cooperation and re-
viewed the resolutions enfore-
ing it upen union members
which were recently approved in
Miami.

It would also give him a
chance to stress that only a small
percentage of labor is involved
in the scandals about to be ex-
posed. This fact may get lost in
an investigation as long and as
dramatic as the racketeering
probe promises to be.

Most investigations of this typs
make or break particular sena-
tors as well as the witnesses. In
the present group is at least one
candidate for president.—Sen.
John F. Kennedy of Massachus
setts. Kennedy yas shot into the
spotlight when "he nearly made
the vice presidential place on the
Stevenson ticket last August. He
will be closely watched.

Half the committee will be up
for re-election next year. Demo-
crat Kennedy and Republicans
Irving M. Ives of New York,
Joseph R. McCarthy of Wiscon-
sin and Barry M. Goldwater of
Arizona.

Sen. Goldwater has resigned
from the minimum wage sube
committee of the Labor Commit~
tee to give all his time to th
racketeering investigation. He
has long been deeply exercised
over labor’s political activities

Union labor's one member-sen-
ator is also on the committee,
Pat McNamara of Michigan. Yet
it is to a southern Democrat that
many labor leaders are looking
for assurance that the hearings
will be conducted with complete

S ROLE

He is Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr,
of Morganton, N, C., who #frived
here in 1954. A former judge
and at least moderately conser
alive, Ervin has deeply i
pressed his colleagues with the
clarity and vigor of his views on
judicial and constitutional issues,
beginning with his services on
the special committee that rece
ommended the MecCarthy cen-
sure. He seems to be in line for
at least a portion of the pres-
ently unused mantle of Walter
F. George of Georgia.

Chairman MeClellan is @ ques-
tion mark in labor's book. Labor
supported his opponent, former
Gov, McMath, in McClellan's last
Senate contest.

Mollet Will Stress European Unity

WASHINGTON ~ Three wars have started on the conti- in Arras near the Belgian border in to
- (3 ¢ make E
HEN Premier Guy Mollet of France nent of Europe because of FrenchGer- World War I and watched his town ‘get “Saud and e uipendedt TR
sits down with President Eisen- man rivalry—the FrancoPrussian War, shot up, bombarded, beaten to a pulp - o *nd the Near East. Mollet wants
hower for the talks which Secretary World War I, and World War II first by the German armies, then by ‘0 develop these in cooperation with
Dulles so long postpoed for fear of Today all questions between France the Allied armies, then by the Germans. Germany, Belgium, Italy and Western
antagonizing the Arabs, he will be set- and Germany have been settled, and the Europe
i ¢ ords. w0 men who g hem olle ity
ng two near record ‘I»\ \‘(n \‘\» govern ‘rl‘ = ‘:I‘Hu s'u;q Unlty s Advocate N M ®
Long Termer othe Later he became mayor of Arfas, fater ' 05ser Must Go
Record No. 1—He will have continued chairman of the Europoan assembly at The point Mollet will probably argue
in office longer than any other postwar Mollet-Go-Round Strasbourg; also a member of the Euro- most vigorously with Eisenhower is that
French Premier—if he reaches the date This (ends o heitho maiils o i f-*lw'_l'\'"nr;wml.\ which  Nasser has got to go. There can be no
of March 15, as he undoubtedly s . T 5 talks with Ei oundation for European ,.,ce in the Near East.while Nasser con-
He's already been in office 13 months hartes . . ty tinues to stir up the Moslem world. Mol-
longer than any other postwar Premi L T e Premier Mollet will also outline to Ei- Jet will point out that the Cairo Radio is
except Henri Queuille . geiliner RiFpin & European the only radio station reaching all the
ecord No. 2—More i : . 2 to work in Africa—a policy Near East 24 hours a day in 32 languages
to Washington ars, Mollet has been preaching . calls Eur-Africa and dialects, constantly preaching dis-
has no prot F e. The seeds of that idea Recent French oil exploration shows trust of the West and friendship with
e | e planted when he wes a small boy vast oil deposits in the Sahera, emough Russia
N A
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