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State Must Help Make Murder Known

NFORTUNATELY there is nothing
much new about the notoriously in-
tem in North Caro-

OnIv three counties—Union, Cumber-
land and Wilkes—have joined the new
medical examiner system which became
operative 13 months ago. Adding Meck-
lenburg and some 20 other counties hav-
ing physicians as coroners, perhaps one
third of Tar Heel counties have fair to
good chances of knowing murder when
murder occurs.

In most counties, where the coroner’s
qualifications need be nothing more than
a willingness to get up at all hours, the
chance remains that such an untidy
symptom of crime as a bullethole in a
man's back will be overlooked, and that
less obvious murder will simply be ig-
nored. It has happened before. And only
total abolition of the coroner system can
provide assurance that it will not hap-

pen again
That must remajn the goal of
interested in establishing a truly effi-

cient system of post mortem examina-
tions. It is a rather distant goal as the
legislature demonstrated in making the
medical examiner system a voluntary
proposition. But in the meantime much
can be done to improve what the legis-
lature has sanctioned. I

Certainly more counties will decide to
join the examiner system. A booklet is o

action
scientific techniques
those  of murders and mysterious deaths

equipped with a good

provide action even within the voluntary
system the legislature has provided

making

about to be sent to county commissions
explaining its provisions and advantages.
Slowly more and more post mortem ex-
ams will be made by medical men, with
assistance provided by a district patholo-
gist. The eventual eclipse of the unqual-
ified coroner acting without medical ad-
vice can be contemplated

To speed that eclipse by persuasion of
the efficiency of the me examiner
system, the legislature ought to provide
for a chief medical examiner of the state

and the establishment of a crin
detection laboratory. These
sary to instruct and
iners in medico-legal
At root, North
exanfiner system de

are
assist medical exam-

neces-

examinations.
Carolina’s medical
yes little more than
provide a physician to act in such cases
where medical knowledge seems to be
needed. This is more reaction to the
faults of the coroner system than it is
designed to bring all possible
to bear on solution

medical
laboratory

chief examiner

could

A skilled

Both to remove the innocent from

suspicion and to apprehend the guilty,

he legislature ought to improve on the
hare  beginnings it has made toward
murder known when murder
pecurs.

Pol! Tax Is A Defactive In<trument

OCKED in dubious battle with the personal tax levied by a local govern-
obscure forces of public finance, ment unit at a stated rate per head.
Ch‘"!"‘y Cf”“""’”"“f"‘ "“‘i““"‘-" turned Its principal philosophical defect is its
their: attention this week to a more idity. In theory, rich and poor alike
!anglble prnblemA\vhu(her the p“” tax pay the same amount, however modest.
iyWorth its weight in worry It Is argued, of course, that every in-

There is good reason to believe it is |
ot

Grier
1. nburg

County Tax Supervisor Rufus !/
reports that thousands of Mec

and that this is a wz

habitant owes the government something
vy to tax the citizen

who owns no personal or real property
But these individuals escape anyway.

1t

s 4 % Vel
males are dodging the tax every year, ipou have no personal or real property

that it is virtually impossible to enforce t
collection and that efforts to do so eat
up a large share of the total take. He
recommends that the General Assembly
amend the law to read that commission-
ers “may” instead of “shall” levy a tax
on males aged 21 to 50.

Reason demands that the proposal be
given sympathetic consideration.

Payment of the poll tax is not a pre-
requisite for voting. It is simply a direct

hey usually do not file a tax form.

Mr. Grier is entirely correct in the

observation that such a system is unfair

anyway vou look at it. Men who list their
real and personal property are auto-
matically billed while those who don't
aren’t bothered.

It is time that Commissioners faced
the realities of a defective device for
financing public policy.

A Two-Way Street That Needs Travel

A perimeter resident was on the phone
with a pointed question about an-
nexation. But even as he asked it, he
realized an authoritative answer would
have to come from the city fathers
Thus a minimum of success for the
town hall meetings on annexation is as-
sured already. The citizen will be at Gil-
elspie Methodist Church tomorrow night
for the first of the scheduled series of
four meetings. So will the mayor, city

manager, city councilmen, planning di-
rector and school superintendent. He
will get his answer, and some useful
light will be shed on the specific and

general implications of the annexation
proposal.
But much more than minimum succe

Is needed. A large turnout of perimeter

Call It Pi=ty-On-The-

ACK in the Roaring Twenties New
York City's Mayor Jimmy Walker
considered extending a hero's welcome to
Itchy Guk, the famed kimo who was
probably the most remarkable English
Channel swimmer of them all
It was Guk who, according to the PAris
Herarp, once postponed his Channel try
because the water, too cold for the other
contenders, was too hot for him.
But Itchy Guk never visited
tan
He was

s

Manhat-

alas, a phony—an imaginary

From the Mattoon (lIl.) Journal-Gazette

residents will be required if the meetings
are to make annexation a matter for dis-
posal by informed opinion rather than
by stubborn complacency and preconcep-
tions.

That Is the only
erly disposed of.

Up until now the proof of the desira-
bility of annexation has rested on the
city. It still does. But if proof is offered
to empty halls the burden will rest on
perimeter residents of proving that it is
undesirable.

The town hall meetings offer a two-
way street to city-perimeter understand-

way it can be prop-

int on the future of the metropolitan
area
It is a street that ought to be well

traveled at the town hall meetings.

Hudson, Now

character concocted by bored nvmp..pv
men partying on the French ¢
Ibn Saud, however, is a real S\m: He
arrived in New York yesterday only to
he given a cold shoulder by the present
mayor of the town.
No ticker tape.
No parade.
No welcome at

City Hall.

he gayest, gaudiest metropolis on
earth consequently earned a brand new
moniker: Piety-On-the-Hudson.

THE KNOWLEDGE BOX

{ETHER you shake the trees or

shock macaroni, you may need a
bit of bit oil to bone up a boll weevil on
the lingo of the oil business. Not just any
apple knocker can dig out the knowledge
box and tell the Atlantic Ocean from a
rat hole. A brain or a bindlestiff with
brake fever may burn a bit on a brone
and make things more confusing than a
Christmas tree.

Enough said. In Engl
shakes the trees solicits oil business and
one who shocks macaroni racks pipe. Bit
oil is whisky and boll weevils and apple
knockers are inexperienced oil field
workers (as are brake weights, coiton
pickers, green hands, oil johnnies and
rookies ).

The Atlantic Ocean 1s a sait water
well and a rat hole is a hole drilled with
a small bit to prepare for rotary drilling.
A brain is an engineer or a geologist
(also a pebble picker) and a bindle-stiff
is a transient oilfielder who carries a
bigdle.

A brone again, is a worker with only
slight experience and bit burning is
working too fast.

a man who

Brake fever is an ailment of a rough-
neck aspiring to be a driller, symptom-
ized by his constant dashes to grab the
brake. Finally, a Christmas tree is an
assembly of valves and fittings at the
casing head of an oil well used to con-
trol the flow. And the knowledge box?
That is a cupboard or desk in which the
driller keeps various records pertamning
to drilling operations.

The list of sl field slang terms is
endless. A bird dog, sand smeller, mud
hog, etc., is a geologist: a blue whistler,
a gas well; coffee grinders, a rotary rig:
idiot stick, a shovel ‘o dig pipe line: sea

lawyer, an oilfielder who tries to start
trouble, etc., ete.

The thing can get deep as a tree
(which is about all a driller will tell
you when asked how deep he has
drilled). And with that, it's time to mud

off and spud back into the newspaper
busin

You have reached what Is known as
the metallic age when there's gold in
your teeth, silver in your hair and lead
in your pan\' ~LEXINGTON HERALD.

People’s
Platform

Should Charlotte's Grasp Exceed Its Reach?

Charlotte velopment, and that they made that in other areas of the The suburl residents in estate men estimates that if the
Editors, The News: no recommendations to the City studied those removed considered annexation covers the proposed
HE “when and how” of city Council develop- 21 square , some 50,000 va-
nits  extension h as  been own water and cant lots would on the market
uch  discusse recent  In most of the developed and 3 and would, (people will not wish to pay city
months. and before 'hv que: ty not be interested taxes on vacant land).
is resolved likely will Yy, W in connecting to the city serv- per cent of that number w
cussed much more. As far as n have alre ed by b nI issues, ices. The most they would get no doubt depres
future of Charlotte is concerned extended and such areas p after the extension for their city taxes would be
perhaps this is the most import logically be considered of city limits since the city has age collection, which would omy.
ant civic question of the decade and ready already approached its maximum 1l against tax receipts for
Our city officials are rightly tion. bond limits based on present tax- $500 or more in many cases. The n-alqumum on city limits
concerned with the natur Al The planning board estimates able valuations. One of oMr most prominent real extension is not “when" or “how"
growth and necessary expansion : but “how much” can or should
be sold on the basis ‘of pure

the

“New South.”

Portrait Of A Right Guy

The growth of
recent years has bee
nal, attesting c
tion, natural resources,
and industry of our cit
foresighted leadership
1 al advances, evident
hand, have been
human and spiritu

Ch;

and
gaining

r churches
new

er support. New industries, new ¢
s and new i

of desirable types

tracted to Charlot

comers like it here,

make their contr

business, eivie and

fare.

We are, indeed, pro

perous and fast om- g

munity, in hich
econol The

hl_ll taxes. here

has

« hd\vl!'l‘ is  bur

grown up.
flex s

in
best, tc

whxwrl(‘r setting new g
worthy of its ambitions to be
come a leader among cities

No individual or group

- Bogie Was Bottied In Bond

By ROBERT C. RUARK

Hw\l\ anyika

or old

people
that he was
ad  nothing
it. And he
i. But,
a man who never
1 his

business

with Katie
uston  direct —
1 it could have been John's HUMPHREY

s Pa hi
and he
h

logistics.
~—STANFORD R. BROOKSHIRE

Are ‘Older’ Students
A Nuisance At WC?

Greensboro

Editors, The News
SREAT

h > En
expressed his opinion th

women (as students) were ‘a
nuisance” and were ‘“too de

manding.” It is to be regretted
hat an educator resents demands
high educational standards!

as h
wound
hair or  f

the great A feature writer of the Greens-
horo Daily ws, in a “letter to
of popular the editor,” published in the
la as  “Public Pulse” column June 22,
He ma d nice 1956, urged that older women be
iren l‘ aC wll whom eliminated from W, C. classrooms.
10 accepted him
st gent  Both the aftitude of the head
fections. They of the English department and
ind what scemed the published letter were brought
outside to be a wonder- to the attention of Acting Chan-
cellor Pierson and President Fri-
BOGART R URAL GUT day, with' the recommendation

0. Rude But Honest

TUMMY-RUMBLES

was neve

were

1 the picture

the city or perimeter, has T
justifiable right to stand in the ek
way of its forward progress and Me (orl » San
rightful desting. Nor do I be eh with h A
lieve our people (Greater Char- yive heat ,}, He'shitun . i
lotte) want to mitigate against rymples downed oul the o 1y panca &
their own good and wellbeing embarrassing eversbod s I cocall, B
which is being threatened by " The other was his
confinement to present city Lim- ook when Miss
its. his last case o
bottle by bott

Speaking only as a private cit

watched it speed

!"“.n.‘

Bogart w
way h

est people I

s one of the few all-

that a public clarification be made
of the official attitude of Wom-

ever met, an's College toward adult educa-

W farySol ot wanted to drink, he drank; tion
didn’t ke ¢ you hored him, he was rude, a _ The recommendation was re-
" {alent which is bard to come by, Peated, and urged, in my letter
e neve M'\\ul an off-stage part of Dec. 16 56, to President
so far as 1 ever read, never Friday, and he advised me on
«d a soft or dishonest sn. Dec. 19 that he was referring my
rocco the night letter to Chancellor Pierson, with
incident when, “yopn NcClain reports that right the request that the latter look
ot a up to the sticky finish with the into “the points” I had raised.
cancer thing he refused to alter ,
the basic Bogie approach, conver- _ To date, I have seen no publie

y otherwise,
w ‘d had it an

days. I assume he

statement on the subject by any-
one in authority in our education-
al system, nor have I had any
personal word from either Presi-

hough
nd it was

izen, a resident of the perimeter pottle by bottle. That Martinis as his
area under consideration for an- ing. What he felt for that escap- d i would allow and dent Friday or Chancellor Pier-
nexation, with modest business ing Gordon's essence was pure not play with dolls,’ but a8 Tever. son
and investment interests within and real, even in a movie. took it to El Morocco and a lot of people will
the city, and with ecivie pride lluH\,\\\m«I tried to type him, as his own busl miss him in the crook of the bar _This matter has been ignored
in our “Greater Charlotte," I but he wouldn't type. BAD BEGINNING of the saloon we used to frequent t00 long in normal educational
want to say that I am unequiv- He was even an excellent co- PP were both in New York, ¢channels, and other pronoupce-
ocally in favor of the expansion median. He drank his gin, He came of a wea on't mean El Morocco, Ments of concern for the state of
of the city limits, whether th vanted to, and in public. The I believe his f o wre any education must sound hollow to
new limits should include my relations people nev hebRie Tl e's at, Many mature women who have
suburban home or not Humphrey 3 gin over  been rebuffed in seeking to take
and s e side of the whatever boat he's advantage of the tax-supported fa-
1 think, however, that in this Bogle 88 & o8, cilities of Woman's College, and
momentous matter all of the N also have seen such statements of
fucts and problems should be disapproval of older women stu-
clearly delineated in order that dents go unchallenged by the ad.
the extension of new city boun ministration of either Woman's
daries may be made with logic College or of the Consolidated Of-

and wisdom. I think no harm can
be done by raising some ques-
tions on how far the city limits
should be pushed at this time.
How far is expedient? How far
is economically sound? far
is justifiable in view of the costs

to the city in extending its se
ices and the costs of those se;
ices to home owners in sparse
areas? Can a city, as an indi-
vidual or business, over extend
itself at any one time?

The present city limits, in
cluding several recently annexed *
areas, cover 33.04 square miles
and contain approximately 160,

000 people, which is roughly

still

000 per square mile with

some land oven for further de-
velopment. The proposed perim.
eter annexation area includes
312 sq miles and 30,000
people, or less than 1,000 per
square mile. On the face of it,
this looks like 20 per cent de

velopment in the perimeter area
F mpared with the city area. But
greater density of popula-
lmn in the perimeter is adjacent
1o the present city. limits and the
farther you go ot the m
velopment you find. Some areas
are not 10 per cent developed.

T can best illustrate this with
Providence Road, with which I
familiar. From the
city limits at \\lnd wer to
ron Lane
half mile ml x~
on both sides. From Sharon Lane
to Sardis Road (proposed boun-
dary) is approximately one mile
and there are only three streets
to the left and two on the right

within the mile
A good question is how did
312 square miles, which at one

grand swoop would nearly dou-
ble the corporate size of the
city, get into the picture? The
impression is given that it was
recommended by the City-County
Planning Board. But members
of this board say that they made
a study of only 23 square miles
in areas which they considered
developed, partially rh‘\rlupfd or
in the very early stages of de-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

“ING Saud of Saudi Arabia is a six-
foot-six-inch Arab, 55 year old, wear.

ing a light yellow coat, brown suede
shoes, a goatee, and eye-glasses, having
40 sons apd a royal household with
concubines, slaves, royal retainers,

ards of reportedly around 10,000

is bringing one of his youngest
5-year-old Prince Manshur, to the

United States to see if American doctors
can help his crippled hand. He is bring-
ing no wives. Remarked a courtier
“There are beautiful women in the Unit
ed States”

250 Cadillacs
There are only
road in Seudi 4
has 250 Cadillacs
The king's annual

miles of
but the

200
rabia,

paved
country

income from the

estimated
he

Arabian-American Oil Co.
at around $300 mrillion
has budget problems

Of this huge income, the King spends
$36 million on defense, though his coun
try is surrounded by
neighbors. He also spends
on what 15 called internal security,
chiefly goes for payments to A
tribesmen to maintain their loyalt

is
However,

Improvement Of Palaces
Another $1 million goes for what
called “general development,”

Is
which re-
portedly is the improvement of palaces.

Only $10,700,000 goes to health, edu-
cation, and social services all combined,
with the most of the balance going to
the King's own far-flung retinue.

This gets to the heart of the most dif-
ficult problam facing the United States
and President Eisenhower in the talks

with King Saud. For, while the King
and the President are both anxious to

combat communism in Saudi Arabia, the
biggest breeder of communism is the
poverty of the Arabian people, which

today are heavily tubercular, about 40
per cent syphilitic, with 70 per cent
suffering from trachoma.

Few Schools

To combat this, the King has estab-
lished only ten primary schools in_his
entire nation of nearly seven million
people, and only two high schools.

President Eisenhower may consider it
indelicate to make any suggestions to
him about this internal problem; yet
disease, poverty and ignorance are al-
ways the biggest breeders of communism.

It's reported that the King wants to
secure some American cash because his
royalties have dwindled as a result of

fice of the University,
It seems to me that it becomes

the governor's duty to make a
statement, personally, unequiv-
ocally advising the public as to
just ‘what is the position of the
University toward adult educa-
tion. With registration for the sec-
ond semester next week, this is

matter
~—JAMES M. BERRY

Attack On Gen. Lee
Did Irreparable Harm

Charlotte

an urgent

Editors, The News:
IT 1S regrettable that an appar-
ently learned man like Robert
Williams recently attacked
your paper and the memory of a
great man—Robert E. Lee.

His letter served no purpose
other than to further impede the
progress of his race. Indeed it
did more damage than all your
published statistics on crime and
articles about Daddy Grace.

It is my hope that intelligent
Negroes everywhere will realize
that they cannot help their cause
through bitter attacks on dead
men or past injustices. Only
through raising themselves above
the pettiness of slander and hate
can they present themsclves as
ing examples of acceptable
citizenry.

What good will integration do
them if they gain it with ex-
pediency and force? With the
victory they will taste defeat in
the venomous enmity of most
white southerners.

—RUEL HAWKINS

Quote, Unquote

“A host is like a general: it
takes a mishap to reveal his gene
ius." —Horace.

“Eloquence is what you think

you have after five martinis."
~—Anon.

Arabian Poverty Breeds Communism

the Suez stoppage. How far Eisenhower
and the State Department will go in
suggesting that part of this money bo
spent on the Arabia masses, will be ime
portant tg observe.

Slavery

So far, however, both the Eisenhower
administration end the Arabian-American
0il Co. have shied away from giving too
many hints to King Saud about how he
should spend either his oil royalties or
American aid. In fact, the Eisenhower
administration took the unusual stand of
declining to sign @ United Nations treaty
to oulaw ~l1\cr\ reportedly as a result
o the sensitivity of King Saud. Reports
of the United \1lmn< and the Anti-
Slavery Society of London show that ap-
proximately half a million slaves are held
in Saudi Arabia, most of them recruited
from Africa.




