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Exempt Mecklenburg From Listing Law

The average taxpayer is no more ca-
pable of a “grand passion” than of a
grand opera—lsrael Zangwill.

R. Israel Zangwill, thou shouldst be
living at this hour

You were talking about love, of course,
and we're talking about irritation and
exasperation. But it's “grand passion” all
the same, and efforts are afoot to make
it all the more grand.

If small Tar Heel counties have their
way, and that is a very diminutive “if,”
state law will require every auto owner
to make a persona) visit to the tax lister
before applying for license plates. The
very commendable aim is to force auto
owners to declare their vehicles for taxa-
tion, while relieving counties of expense
and effort now involved in snaring tax
dodgers.

Surely this would be very fine for,
say, Beaufort County and the folks in

Pinetown, Pungo and Pantego. The fax
collector’s efficiency would be increased
without too great a strain on the indi-
vidual taxpayers. The lines are not very
long in Pungo.

But the prospect is more than distress-
ing in Mecklenburg, where some 112,000
license plates are expected to be issued
this year. A Mecklenburger simply does
not have the time to stand in two lines
with 100,000 other Mecklenburgers in
order first to prove he is not a cheat,
and, second, to be accorded the privilege
of buying a tag for his car.

Moreover, the whole plan goes against
the grain of this county’s progressive
and necessary efforts to streamline tax
listing to the realities of a metropolitan
area

Let counties which want it have the
new listing requirement

But leave Mecklenburg out!

Personal Manias & Community Peril

'WO stories, one about a missing stop

sign and the other about a dog

poisoner, appeared side by side in yes-
terday’s News.

Juxtaposition of the stories served
more than the mechanical requirements
of putting a page of type together.

It served as a moral for three people
in partfcular, and as a sad commentary
on the stealthy satisfaction of personal
manias at the community’s peril.

One of the three persons removed a
stop sign from the intersection of 8th
and Smith Sts. Without benefit of the
sign’s warning, a car and a truck came

i together at the intersection. A man was
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killed.

The second of the three persons re-
peatedly removed the stop sign posted
to safeguard children at a school cross-
ing on Old Sardis Rd. No one was killed
or injured during absence of that sign,

MAGINATION boggles at the lengths
bureaucrats will go to keep the pub-
lic's nose out of the public’s own busi-
ness. Unfortunately, it is an occunational
disease among some people in Washing-
ton to imagine that, since they are pri-
vileged to stare the great issues of the
day in the face, they somehow acquire
a property right over what they see and
do.

It has been discovered that a 1789
law intended merely as a “housekeeping
statute” has been used by executive agen-
cies to withhold non-security informa-
tion from press and public

But the battle for freedom of infor-
mation has its champions. For instance,
Rep. Ben F. Jansen (R-Towa) has an-
nounced that he will ask fellow mem-
bers of the Anoropriations Committee to
end their practice of holding secret meet-
ings—except where matters of national
security are involved
faybe this would save the taxnayers
some money,” said Mr. Jansen. “If the
hearinas were open some people might
be a little bashful about asking for ap-
propriations.”

It brings a lofty moral priniciple down
{0 a level that is understandable to every-
one who signs Form 1040 on April 15.

The fact is that most of the really im-
portant work in Coneress is done in the
committee rooms. Gone are the davs
when the volume of legislation was light
and the ordinary citizen could get a good
notion of legislative processes by attend-
ing meetings of the whole House of Rep-
resentatives or Senate. What occurs on
the floor now is often no more than for-
mal and final confirmation of what has
been done behind the closed doors of a
committee room

During the 83rd Congress alone, 38
per cent of all committee meetings were
closed, according to CoONGRESSIONAL
QUARTERLY. In all, press d publie
were excluded from 1243 meetings out
of a total of 3.002,

The Armed Services Committee of the
House, where hush-hush military sub-

From The Montgomery Advertiser

but the implications of the 8th St. acci-
dent have a chilling application all the
same.

The third person is putting out pois-
oned bologna in a N. Tryon St. neighbor-
hood. His great mission in life doubtless
is the anonymous destruction of dogs,
cats, and maybe birds, too. But children
share the rather geperal hungriness and
trustfulness of small animals. The pois-
oner could become a murderer. As a
Charlotte veterinarian pointed out yes-
terday, a South Carolina child was pois-
oned in the same manner last year.

Stop sign movers and dog poisoners
have no place in a safe and civilized
community

They need isolation.

If they don’t provide it for themselves,
the community will have to provide it
for them in the places assigned for that
purpose.

‘There Are No Bulwarks For The Herd

jects are often discussed, actually does
not lock its doors as much as many other
committees. It held 38 per cent of its
meetings in secret during the 83rd Con-
gr But the Education and Labor Com-
mittee locked the public out of 92 per
cent of its meetings; Ways and Means,
70 per cent; Judiciary, 62 per cent: Gov-
ernment Operations, 54 per cent: Veter-
ans Affairs, 45 per cent; Post Office and
Civil Service, 43 per cent; Bank and
Currency, 42 per cent; Agriculture, 38
per cent

The Senate’'s committee record, with
a few notable exceptions, is not any bet-
ter.

Congress' example has had an unfor-
tunate effect unon state legislatures, too
North Carolina’s own General Assembly
felt the awful necessitv in 1953, and
again in 1955, to strengthen its commit-
tee secrecv mechanism

What Woodrow Wilson once wrote
about secret committee processes applies
eaually today to state and national leg-
islative bodies

“Legislation, as we nowadays know it,
is not conducted in the open. It is not
threshed out in open debate upon the
floors of our assemblies. It is, on the
contrary, framed, digested and conclud-
ed in committee rooms. It is in the com-
mittee rooms that legislation desired by
the interests is framed and broucht forth
There is not enourh debate on it-in the
open house In most cases to disclose the
real meaning of the nronosals. Clauses
Tie quietly unexplained and unchallenged
in our statutes which contain the whole
aist and purnose of the act: qualifving
nhrases which do not attract attention,
classifications so technical as not to be
generally understood, and which every-
one most intimately concerned is care-
ful not to explain or exvound. contain
the whole purpose of the law. Only after
it has been enacted and has come to ad-
judication in the courts is its scheme as
a whole divulged. The bheneficiaries are
then safe behind their bulwarks."

3ut the common people—and that in-
cludes most of us—have no bulwarks.

A FOWL FACT OF LIFE

BULLETIN of the National Geo-

graphic Society takes note of a
plaint already widely voiced in the South
—that good farming, rather than good
marksmanship, is the big foe of the quail.
Bob White thrives in briar patches,
weedy fields, fence rows, and grassy
stretches along the edges of forests. He
is a ground dweller who does not like to
fly and does not visit distant feeding
grounds as the dove does.

Putting more land in pasture, farming
larger blocks of land with modern ma-
chinery in place of small scattered food
patches, turning poor soil over to fimber
stands, and possibly the growing uge of
insecticides, are liﬂ!ed among factors
working against quail.

There are sportsmen who stoutly main-
tain that one ceason for smaller quail
bags is that the birds are better edu-
~cated.” They do not lie to dogs as they
once dld-—walnng in obliging f4shion
until sportsmen zome up and get all set,

before taking to wing

Today's quail are more and more
runners — over the ridge or into the
swamp without rising from the ground
They run, according to accounts we hear,
before the hunter arrives, so that if a
pot-hunting cad were inclined to blast
them on the ground he has no chance,
Formerly the increased running propen-
sities were attributed to Mexican quail
imported for restocking, and said to be
addicted that way. But nowadays they
are saying it a case cf native ouail
learning the facts of life and self-pres-
ervation.

Since the history teacher planned to
discuss “The Puritans in America’ that
day, she opened the class with the
question “Does anyone kaow what peo-
ple were punished in stocks?” A voice
trilled: “Small investors"—FoRT Mvers
(Fra.) News.

‘You Fellows Aren’t Going To Put It Back

Just Like That, Are You?’
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Military Shell Game

How Large Is The Stick?

Ocrog
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By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

NHE President's request for look

1 standby authority to use game.
force in the Middle East has

been described as a policy of
“spesking softly and carrying a

big stick.” It is therefore worth At least five of them are not real the 137-wing
just how big is the stick compat divisions at all, but hard- so
ly more than training divisions, be
Presumably the President hts under strength and unready for
In mina the limited application of compbat. Two more are is to be in the Tac
force, rather than a global hydro- called “statie divisions  The static
gen war with the Strategic Air givisions were magically created Army, and

Force. And we have, after all
some rather recent experience of pieces
the Iimited application of force,
in the Korean War, Ka,

Lesson one of the Korean War 1y,
was, simply, that you need an

army to win a war. President Tiu- - degpite
man_at first hoped to use only

the Air Force and the Navy, g o
but he was quickly disillusioned, | Stven

Even the Marines, with _their
small ready force, cannot do the
job slone, vital as was their con-
tribution in Korea.
FORCE REDUCED
What,
U. S. Army? /
ludccldlrlalcd “new
manpower has been reduced by a
third, to about a million men, rev
952. At the same time_the
claims to have ed
the 19 divisions i

nl

60,000
then, is the state of the was

If the same combat power had
in n

third less men ¢
d d budget, this would have h\'l n
a remarkable achievement. But
when you inquire a little
closely into the facts, the re-

com!

power

markabie
more like a sort of shell

For consider those 19 divisions.

by picking up various bits and
a battalion here, & r
ment (bere, from Panam
and calling
Thus — hey,
visions were ostensibly maintained
reduced manpower and a
reduced budget,

story.

a
r\(my for atomic
announced,
of our Army divisions by some

men. The
overdue, Our
World War 1I style divisions were
not equipped for the mobility and
dispersion imposed by the atomic
lution .
en so, the

measured in divisions,

patently silly to suppose that you

increase

reducing
ba

in combat power had been re
and not
more ‘saved’
per division

achievements beg

BITS AND PIECES

The story

wars

strated,
R

Alas.
them divisions.
presto — the 19 di-

phoney)

from nineteen leaves
But that is pot the end
About three weeks
reorganization of the
warfare” was
cutting the manpower

available
E:

Far Bast,
substantially
reorgauization  defenses
cumbersome,

this country.
Add, finally,

combat  cutting
our ground strength is
and it is which are
equipped
and_the
stark. The
sure, is

your combat power by
the manpower in yo
units. If the ‘“increa:

the 60,000 men in view of
man-
have

phoney,
by reducing the
would

Behind Phony Figures, Army Strength Retreats

Drew Pearson’s

been organized into new divisions.
But that is not to be
cause, for one
cost too much.
does not
either. It has been announced that
r Force program,
long conmsidered sacred, Is to
abandoned. The great bulk of
the reduction in Air Force wings

mand, which directly supports the
which is an essential
component of our ability to fight
as Korea demon-

VE FORCE
The twelve real (as opposed to
which are to
lose both air support and combat
manpower, are not,

divisions,

of course, all
for use in the Middle
Zast. Five divisions are committed
to NATO, and another three to the
and these could not be
reduced without de-
nuding our European and Asian
Eight from
four, and of these one or two at
least must be kept in reserve in

that the Eisenhow-
administration’s official esti- try is prosperous, and its
mate is that the Red
sists of 175 divisions, the bulk of
being reorganized and
with nuclear weap

contrast
American army, to be
pread very thin — from
I, the DEW Line to Formosa — and
our global
ments it is admittedly difficult to
maintain real ground strength.

People’s Platform

Flat Rock
Editors, The New

NJOYED the hHmutnp of

4 your editoria (“To arl
Sandburg On His s(h Birthday
News, Jan. 8)

In 1941 and 1955 T gave the
commencement address at the
University of North Carolina
Our purebred bucks and does are
scattered over the state for im
provement of goat herds.

My books are in nearly all col
leges and high schools. I have
deep roots as a Tar Heel and
when you make me an award as
a citizen of the world I take it
and salute you.

—C

ARL S

NDBURG

People’s Own Folly
Made Farm Wasteland

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
JHO made the western des-
ert? Wasn't it man's folly
and greed? |
Should we reward him by
more handouts? Real need of
the small familysize farmer
should be helped; but exclude
further aid to the 'arge indus
trialsize organizations, which
have become big on tax money
If he, the latter, has grown
big by greed and his own folly,
befouling his own nest, let him
lie in it! Cease further hand-
outs, and high price supports,
the direct cause of the condi
tion now complained of.

All through holy scripture we
are told of man's folly and sin
being punished, over and over,
even to the withholding of rain;

1 am not sure this isn’t an-
other such instance, for not only
this, but much other sin and
folly we commit and permit all
around us.

Give us more Byrds in Wash
ington! I seem to remember
some little politician complain
ing of “too many Byrds” but
more of his kind would be a
wholesome change from indis
criminate waste in Washington

—S. T. MOSER

Liquor And Council:
Both Need Changing

done, be-
Charlotte

it would
Editors, The News
VHE greatest curse in the
world is liquor, and it is 1
censed by the state. Licensed
liquor smells just as bad on a
persons’ breath as bootleg liquor
I believe that most of the wrecks
on our highways are caused by
drunken drivers. The revenue
received from the sale of it does
not pay for the deaths, suffering
and crime it causes.
I believe that—a wreck or a
crime caused by it—that every

end there,

r Com-

By WALTER
NEW YORK

HE President enters upon his
second term with good pros-
pects at home but with much to
worry about abroad. The coun
interna!
though important, are

twelve is

Army con-  problems,
not critical

There is not now, as there was
at the time of his first inaug
tion, deep and bitter division
among our people. History
well say that the most not <4
achievement of Eisenhower in his
first term was to bring about in-
ternal peace within the United
States and to-inaugurate an era
of internal good will. The Presi-
dent himself has the confidence of

very great majority of the na-
tion, and while he has opponents
and critics, he has no formidable
enemies

There are, as there were bound
to be, big differences between the
Eisenhower of today and the
enhower of the first inaugursl
The facts of life are stronger than
man’s preconceptions. He began,
for example, with a theory which
was presumably acquired in the
classroom at West Point. The the
ory was that Congress
mines policy and makes the la 5
while the President, deferring to
Congress, executes the policy and
enforces the laws.

BRINK OF DISASTER

The practice of this theory very
nearly brought him to a disaster
in his first two years of office
His administration was, wracked
owing to his passivity in the face
of the usurpation of power by con
gressional  commiitiees. N ow
within the bounds of his own e
perament and of his own ener ,'N<
Eisenhower has become, as have
all successful Presideats before
hin%, a proponent of the idea that
the presidential office is the cel
tral and the originating branch
of the government

It seems safe to predict that for
his second term what happens in
foreign affairs will be decisive.

commit-

g

A Sandburg Note

CARL SANDBUR
Deep Are The Roots

and

person who m sells it
votes for it, will have to an:
for it when he stands before God
at the Judgment Day, for they
all had something to do with it.
So much for that

Charlotte
nanie

1 would like to see
go back to the old &

mayor and 12
need an alderman in e
or section in our city, to see to
it that streets and lots are kept
clean. Some of them are a mess,
Why pay a large ary to one
man, and the mayor and council
men’ serve for nothing. We will
have another rubberstamp elec-
tion this spring and the voters
will re-elect the same old erowd.

Why don't the people of
Charlotte get out and see to it
that men who have some respect
and regard for God and the
Sabbath day get their names on
the ballot and elect them. In
this modern age it looks like
people have lost all respect for
God and for the things our
fathers and mothers who have
passed on stood for. It is the
purpose of the modernistic Com-
munistic, one-worlders to destroy
Christianity, and the first step
is to destroy God's holy day, the
Sabbath.

~PARKS A,

YANDLE

Teach Safe Driving
By Impounding Cars

Los Angeles, Calif.

Editors, The News
NES do not seem to be the
answer to our traffic viola-
tions. Better results might be ob-
tained by impounding the car.
If we had to do without it for a
while, we might begin to under-
stand about the rights of the

oad.
~WILLIAM R. SULLIVAN

West Point & Reality

The Changing President

LIPPMANN

The basic problems of the budget
are on the one hand inflation and
on the other how to finance the
welfare measures of what used
to be the New Deal and what is
now called, the new - Republican
ism. These problems stem direct-
l from the costs of the military
ishment,

from the overrid-
ing fact that we are involved in
a gigantic race of armaments and
that the cold war has beea re-
sumed on a wider scale and with
renewed intensity.

HOPES FOR TRUCE

‘This is not what President Eis
enhower hoped for when he was
inaugurated four years ago. It is
fair to say, 1 think, that his orig-
inal hope was that, starting with
a move to end the Korean War,
he could arrive at some global
truce with the Qn\ml Union. Such
a truce would have enabled nim
to disengage many of our armed
forces from their far-flung and
perilous commitments all over
the globe. Only on this assump-
tion could he have believed, as
he did during the 1952 campaign
and as he set it forth in his fa.
mous compact with Sen. Tait,
that he could reduce drastically
the federal expenditure, that he
could reduce taxes, and that he
could reduce the size of the fed
eral government. His hope n
was that he could disengage, re-
trench, and reduce. This hope
was based on the deeper hope that
the cold war could be, if not end-
ed, at least moderated,

As he enters his second tern,
he finds himself extending
reducing our

ad, On the three great
fronts of the cold v i
Middle Eas
Central Europe, there is 5o pre
ent prospect of negotiafion wh

ight open the way to some
of There is an atmosphere
of irreconcilability here and in
the world about us which Mangs
heavily tipon the future as the
new term begins.

Jast, the

Mo corand  Wedding Bells To Ring For Stevenson

WASHINGTON

T looks as if wedding bells, at long

last, will toll again for Adlai Stev
enson.

No one is confirming it officially, but
close friends of the recent De cratic
candidate for president say that he and

his old friend, Mrs. Mary La
to be married sometime in the

A Widow

Mrs. Lasker is the widow of the late
Albert D. Lasker, a member of the War-
ren G. Harding brain trust and one of
the campaign managers who helped him
defeat Gov. James Cox of Ohio in 1925

expect
pring.

/

Mrs. Lasker,
is now @ resids
a vigorous
known the fo
for many

Health Interests

She has been active in health circles
a3 head of the Albert and Mary Lasker
Foundation, founded by herself and her
late husband, Her efforts are considered
partly responsible for the large increases
voted by Congress recently to experi
mentation for cancer, heart, and other
eures.

a native of Wiseonsin,
t of New York, has been
venson  booster and has
mer governor of Illinois

Though Mrs.

and though her late husband served as
chairman of the
Harding,
Democrats some years before his death.

Budget Battle

The blast against Ike's record peace.
time budget touched off by Secretary of
the Treasury George Humphrey hasn't
simmered down yet. Nor did it explode
only at Humphrey’s press conference. It
had been building up for some time and
penetrates deep.

Humphrey has even indicated to Re

Lasker has been identi-
with a stanch Republican family,
shipping board under
Lasker bolted to the

Albert close.

publican leaders on Capitol Hill that he
might retire from the Cabinet

surface, this would seem unlikely
v, and the President have been very

On the
Hum-

No Payroll
ﬁ;l'nlkmz to one friend,
phrey used language reminiscent of wh
he and other business leaders wn‘ce ‘w\‘l:;
xbnu(h FDR's New Deal.

“Those people across the street”
nodded toward the White House, ~
had to meet a payroll,

“They've got to cut out all this wel-
fare nonsense.”

however, Hum-

never

it Semire




