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CIose-Up

By JULIAN SCHEER

He stepped off the train at South-
ern station and a cold wind, blowing
out of the north like an icicle, whipped
dust in his face and pulled hard at his
coat.

He blinked in the early morning
sun and walked gingerly across the
tracks to the building. He stopped be-
side Track No, 1 and looked about. It
was like coming out of a short, nervous
sleep, for he felt he had been only
dozing.

But Matt Alexander khew the
dream had been 10 years long and it
had been another cold January day in
1948 when he last saw his hometown
of Charlotte.

It hasn’t changed a bit, he said to
himself as he looked at the smoky walls
of the old station. Nope, he thought,
they tell me you wouldn’t recognize
the place now, but I'd know Charlotte
in my sleep. A city is like a disposition,
he said, you can’t change it once it gets
rooted. You won’t change Charlotte, not
old Mecklenburg—that’s for sure.

Matt started eastward on W. Trade
St., walking slowly and looking at old
familiar sites and streets. Traffic heav-
fer, he thought, and cars are newer but
Trade looks the same.

At the Post Office he caught sight
of Sgt. Moore—how long has he been
on the force? he thought—and he no-
ticed the same recruiting posters out-
side and the same faces—well, they
seemed like the same—on the peopls
waiting on the corner for a bus.

And that bus, it's green and white,
What happened, he wondered, to the
orange-yellow buses? Why, I remember
when the trolley line ran out Queens
Rd. and a ride to the end of the line
on Saturday was a must for the kids,
he thought.

It was cold, and Matt figured he'd
stop at Tenner's for coffee, but the res-
taurant was not there when he ap-
proached the second block of W, Trade.
And on the next block, Southern Hard-
ware—what a hangout that was—was
gone, too.

But the Square looked like home.

Matt pulled a large gold watch out
out his vest pocket to check it by “the
¢lock” and saw a new one up there. A
touch of nostalgia filled him for a mo-
ment, but he shrugged his shoulders
and found a policeman and bus dispatch-
er to talk with,

The hat shop was still there and,
ves, he was told Mr, Ivey still pulls the
curtains on Sunday and Belk's was still
booming and a lot of new shops had
opened. But, all in all, the area around
the Square looked mighty like home,

Matt rode a bus down E. Trade to
City Hall and he stood on the edge of
the green and looked at the building.
No, it hadn’t changed and he felt at
home again, Courthouse was still there
and this was Charlotte that had not
felt the impact of progress.

Before long he spied George Liv-
ingston and Walter Franklin stopped to
shake hands, and Dick Young hurried
by and it was just like home all over
again.

Matt hailed a taxi and the driver
sald, sure, he'd give him a tour. No, he
sald, those old houses on N, Tryon are
coming down—the Hawkins place just
recently and still others, Sid McAden's
place is still there.

Things have really changed in 10
the driver told him, but Matt
wasn’'t convinced—yet.

The Library was gone, just a hole
in the ground, but it looked good to ses
the Barringer.

Then they headed out Independ-
ence Blvd. The Coliseum’s dome spar-
kled in the sun and the Auditorium was

years,

s weird building for an old-time Char-
lottean.

Well, the Armory’s good enough
for me, Matt told the man, but soon
he saw only ruins.

New !»ui]d(ngﬂ Well, there's the
Alrport I, Celanese hard
Morrocre thought I'd live to
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Charlotte ”

EVERYONE WAS FEELING in a mood of
Bigndsy

The Progress Edit
as one of expansiveness
and spreading out, of getting to be bigcityish

So Photographer Jeep Hunter decided to bring
us back down to earth. He sunk his feet squarely
in the middls of our main street and “shrunk” the
main drag.

You are looking at a picture of thres long
elty blocks, taken five blocks away

on's story was shaping up
of 10 years of growing

IT IS A PICTURE OF TRYON ST. from Stone-
wall to the the Square.

Here is what he did:

He stood in the middle of S. Tryon St. at Stone
wall. He set a 400 mm, F 5.6 Killar telephoto lens
on a tripod. On the rear of the 16dnch lens he
hooked a Leica camera.

At 11:30 am. he fired away.

The camera's lens pulled everything in thres
clty blocks Into focus.

‘Those cars are between Second and Third Sta.

Move over to the left side of the picture and
start looking up.

YOU SEE THE POUND & MOORE BLDG., ths
Piedmont Bldg., Johnston Bldg., Commercial Nation
al Bank, Wachovia Bank & Trust—corner of 4th
St—Liberty Life Bldg, and all the way to the
right you can see the Independence Bldg. on the
northwest edge of the Square

That's five of the city's busiest and most popu-
lated blocks, all in one photograph by a photogra-
pher with an idea

up all over like new sprouts

ping centers,

In10 Years, Population Has Gone 'Way Up
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Telephones
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a city of 20 square r s, bare. Miles of City Streets—410.
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estimates the city’s population

, 147,

Charlotte heads into its second men and looking to Charlotte as a place o census taken between the 10-  The official ce
ost.war decade with' progress from the to seitle. Came the boon bds, a fairly a te lotte for 1950 was 134,042 as cor
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- outh began _the population. Although there is  pop has been obtained 100,899
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In this past decade there have

been two perlods of annexation
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1848, 130,401 to the population. In 1949 there
9, 133,055 s a I0square mile extension

ts, which jumped
otte to 30 square
es. Since that time there have

en 23 smaller annexations
144,330, L to two square miles
, 148,985, Since World War I1, shopping
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CITY'S STORY
IS EXCITING

By CHARLES KURALT
Charlotte News Staff Writer

Think about Charlotte, the big,
proud city, the hub with long spokes
over two states.

But use your imagination, Do not
think about Charlotte as it is, but pie-
ture it without, say, the concrete rib-
bon of Independence Blvd.

Think about it without the green
acres of Freedom Park, without the
mammoth, modernistic Auditorium-Coli-
seum or the airport terminal or the
Jefferson Standard Building,

Conceive of the city minus 17
schools, 500 stores and 50,000 people,
Take away FRanklin, XDison and EX-
press, take away a couple of dozen
churches and most of the suburb shop-
ping centers. Take away most of the
suburbs,

Reduce the city limits several
blocks on all sides, Take the television
sets from every house whera there is
one.

Now you are beginning to get
there. Take away the Methodist Home,
four radio stations, Sears-Roebuck’s
block-long building and the Red Cross
Blood Bank.

Remove the Army Reserve Train-
Ing Center and the Naval Armory. Put
a big house on the corner of Central
Ave. and The Plaza in place of Harris
Super Market,

Think about the city without ABC
stores, Radio Center or such a thing as
United Appeal. Cut bus fares in half,
Narrow down a dozen four-lane streets
to two lanes, reduce a few more, like
the throbbing iIndustrial mainline,
Atando Ave., to dirt lanes, and take
away a batch of one-way streets.

Take women off juries. Imagine
pine woods where the county’s great,
consolidated high schools stand. Take
away the Nike plant. Change the face
of midtown, the Grant store, the Efird's
front, Ivey’s, Belk's, Liggett's at the
Square,

Make 10,000 other changes in the
sprawling city, changes in brick and
glass and steel, and changes in people.

Take 10 years off your life and
the lives of everyons you know,

Think of the city that way and
what you have when you are finished
is Charlotte, still, but Charlotts on Jan.
81, 1946—10 years ago today.

Charlotte doesn’t have much ex-
perience at this looking backward,
Every time you try to look back in
Charlotte, the red structural steel of
some new building gets in the way.
And even for people who have lived
through the past 10 years right here,
it is hard to remember Charlotte as it
‘was,

Not that we do not have a proud
past. But Charlotte, which is proud of
such an old thing as the monument to
the Mecklenburg Declaration signers in
front of the Courthouse, is prouder still
of the spanking clean, brand new, big-
domed Coliseum on Independence Blvd.

So the key words to the decade, if
“change” and
Familiar

such there must be, are
“growth” and “progress.”
words, hereabouts,

For in the past 10 years, there
have been more people In Charlotte
than ever before in history. And more
money, more buying and selling, more
coming and going.

If there was ever any doubt that
3 a businessman’s town, the past
10 years have erased it. Some cities
find their callings as seats of govern-
ment or tourist centers or fortresses of
culture. Business is our business.
But along with multiplying whole-
sale and retail trade and manufacturing
and distributing goes a greater need
for recreation, traffic control, govern-
ment expansion and a bewildering va-
riety of services ranging from banking
to building.

That is part of the story of Char-
lotte since Jan, 31, 19486,

Another part has to do wit
ple, big and littls, Clarence Kuester,
for example, who knew what Charlotte
to be and helped point us that

Continued On Page 3§
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Story Of Our Town
Tells Of Growth

Continued From Page 1

way. Or David Ovens, John J.
Parker or J. Norman Pease.
Or Jullan Massi, who won 2

Soap Box Derby. Or such a

me as “Sweetpea” Stover,
who shot his lover to death on
a busy street corner. It takes

a lot of people to make a city.

And fhere s mare:
human successes
and failings
whisky, smukoi )
jnited  Appeal,
n‘;‘ulm( pollo, the butter and
eggs racket, the vigor of birth,
the sadness of death on the
front pages since Jan, 31, 1946
Try to remember how it was

still arov
erans, the shortage of goods,
the price controls. A few gold
stars still hung in a few win-
dows. The aches and pains of
reconversion were different
from the pains of war, but

they were also real.

The first great cry was for
living space. Morris Field bar-
racks were handed over to the
city and converted into vet-
erans’ apartments. On the
night before applications were
to be received, the line start.
ed forming. It stretched all
the way down the block and
around the corner and the city
woke up next morning to the
fact that some housing was
needed, more housing than a
handful of makeshift apart-
ments beside an air strip.

The building boom that
stanted then was not a matter
of a few houses here and
there. Charlotte started build-
ing neighborhoods. It was a
boom to catch up with demand
and it is still going on. Even-
tually, it began to show re-
sults in the form of sections
like Sedgefield, Tryon Hills,
Westwood, Morningside Apart-
ments, Selwyn Village, Plaza
Hills, Scotland Colony and
Double Oaks and others, some
new, some a part of older
neighborhoods. y

But it takes time to build
houses and apartments. And
10 years ago today, Charlotte
was feeling the squeeze. Not-
ing the beginnings of what
looked to be a fantastic growth,
wise heads in government and
civie life went to work to re-
lieve some of the tightening
bottlenecks in housing. And in
traffic, recreation and trans-
portation, too.

The first steps toward a
workable postwar zoning plan
were made in 1946. The City
Council decided Charlotte
needed to grow out as well
as up, so a decision was made
to ask the General Assembly
for an enabling act to extend
the city limits. A standard
house ordinance was passed,
requiring heating, lighting and
bathing _ facilities in every
dwelling unit.

New automobiles were re-
placing the war-worn buggies
of every citizen in town dur-
ing 1946 and 1947, and the ex-
perts  viewed with alarm.
Somebody suggested a cross-
town thoroughfare. It would
take the whole decade to fin-
ish and cause a prolonged
ruckus in the process, but In-
dependence Blvd. was on the

way.

‘The Lions Club, with one
eye on the future and another
on a great, undeveloped tract
of land off East Blvd, came
up with another master plan
that was to become Freedom

1046 and 1947
were years of the forwar
ook, Some of the things Char-
lotteans were talking about
then — things like city-county
government consolidation, the
need for added air service, the
smog problem—were to keep
making news all through the
decade. Some are not yet un-
der the bridge. But these were
the years of beginnings

Charlotte College of the
University of North Carolina
was ministering to the educa-
tional wants of the floods of
returned GI's.

The Jaycee Jollies, born in 46
reflected the new gaiety of the

imes.
Hamilton C. Jones beat the
in the sombrero, L. C.
and went to Con-

Circuit dge John

gia had two gov-
t o still w t
it
s sufficient

ngs were pretty good
rly getting better.

those new neighbor-
g oit the plan-
rds and rising
The retailers
hiborhood
ons and

ped $34 billion. There were 17
000 children going to school, a
figure that was to increase at
the rate of 1,000 per year.

The city voted In ABC stores
and started col-

in June, 1947,
lecting millions of dollars in
added  revenu Ground was
broken for the big Methodist
Home for the Aged. Herbert H.
Baxter was reelected Mayor in
A and the “GI Slate” was
ted to the City Council. This

was the year of flying saucers
and “Open the Door, Richard,”
and it was the first year of Char-
lotte’s spot-lit, brassy extravag-
anza, the Carrousel Parade.
Houses weren't all that were
being built in 1947. Another type
of neighborhood was growing up
and another word was coming
into the familiar vocabulary of
the planners: “Diversification,"

Charlotte was still the re-
cognized center of the world's
textile industry and the hum of
the mills was a good, strong
sound. But along Atlando Ave
and Tuckaseege Rd, and Mon-
roe Rd a dozen other
thoroughfares, the city was
gathering industrial sections to
itself.

A steel company her
house, a bakery the
bubble plant, a furt ol
pany, a saw manufacturer, all
came to town.

In the first five yeas of the
decade, diversification, or bal-
ance, became a dominant
growing industrial front. By
1951, there were more than 400
manufacturers manufactur-
ing in our town. Along W.

rehead, Pineville Rd., Wil-
kinson Blvd., the Concord High-
way, Hutchinson Ave., the dis-
tributors started locating their
branch plants and warehouses.

The growth that started in 1946
and 1947 helped boost the total
of such establishments to 600
by 1951, the middle of the de-

ade.

ware-
a soap-

Textiles was still king, and un-
threatened, But out of aban-
doned corn fields on the city's
perimeter were rising buildings
full of people making hearing
aid batteries and fire engines
and things of concrete and
wood, and other buildings full of
people moving the products
away for sale. Charlotte’s eco-
nomic life was becoming varied
—one of the first distinctions be-
tween a town and a city.

Meanwhile, lile was moving
on apace and people were mak-
ing news. Early in 1948 came
the first announcement that a
committee of civic and business
groups would meet to try to
work out coordination of charity
fund campaigns, That announce-
ment was the first step toward
United Appeal

The same day's papers car-
ried a tiny story about one Her-
man J. Hoose, a Fort Wayne,
Ind., traffic expert who had con-
ferred with City Manager Hen-
ry A. Yance,

Mr. Yancey hired
as the state's
traffic engineer.
among dozens of other new-
fangled techniques, traffic is-
lands, and earned the new en-
gineer a nickname: *Thousand
Islands Hoose.

(We had already had a traf-
fic island or two. One of the
first, a temporary wooden cir-
cle at Morehead and Kings Dr.,
was hauled away in the dark of
night and dumped at the oppo-
site end of Kings Dr. Mr. Hoose
was_undaunted.)

“Shout Freedom," the Meck-
lenburg historical drama, was
born in 1948, So was the Re-
gional Blood Bank of the Red
Cross. Clarence 0. Kuester
stepped down as manager of the
Charlotte Chamber of Com-
merce, after years on the
Job. A cold wave came in Jan-
uary and the city purchased oil
under the “Baxter Plan" to fill
emply tanks during a fuel short-
age that hit at the same time.
WIST went on the air with some-
thing new called “FM.”

Mr. Hoose
municipal
That meant,

in , readers of The
News placed Dwight D. Fisen-
hower on the top of their presi-
dential preference list. Henry A
Wallace was second, and way
down among the also-rans in
7th place was Harry S, Truman,
who was due to spring a sur-
prise eight months later.

A culprit (maybe the same
one ‘who dra; off that traf.
fic circle) drained t cedom
Park lake in 1948, Park officials
found it unfunny

Elks Club burned down in
and the city eyed the
for the widening of
St. Joe L. Blythe was

Demo-

urer of t
1 nittee in

(

Ma

And then came polio. The first
cases were reported in June, 22
the end of the month. Be-
the

by
fore
parks

summer
been
en, DDT fogging and
use health inspec-
tions had been carried out, Al-
most 150 Meckle: rgers came

& th the dread disease in
’s worst epidemic. Four-

Robert A. Taft, Thomas
d J. Strom Thurmond
ped Charlotte that sum-
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ABC stores announced $10 mil

lion in gross sales for the first
year of operation. Mecklenburg's
first woman juror was drawn

and found the job “exciting
And we kept on growing. Bank
clearings hit $4 billion in 1948
And as for the banks themselves
they were beginning to follow
the grocery stores and dress
shops ino their customers’ back
rds. American Trust Co. had
four branch banks opened or
planned. Union National had
four, Wachovia two and ‘Com-
mercial one. Downtown banking
headquarters were, all expanded
The new business meant more
traveling, of course, and hotels
scurried to keep up with the
spiralling influx of commercial
travelers. They spent more than
$2 million in expanding and re-
conditioning, much of it in 1948

Lining the approaches to the
city, there sprang up new, con-
venient accommodations for mo-
torists and another new word,
“motel,” found widespread usage
in the Charlotte language.
Twenty-six motels were built in
Charlotte’s environs during the
decade, adding 524 rooms to the
1,776 available in 17 midtown
hotels.

By now, the cars were flowing
freely from the production lines
—but not through the streets.
Somebody estimated there were
20,000 new cars clogging the city
and most motorists figured that
was a low estimate: There were
20,000 cars stopped at every
stoplight.

Those thousand islands of En-
gineer Hoose were working well,
but all those family cars, plus
hundreds of trucks based at 70
motor freight lines in Charlotte,
plus thousands of other trucks
and buses and tractor-trailers
added up to a substantial head-
ache and Charlotte devised a $5
million program for unbottling
streets, separating motor traffic
from railroads and opening dead
ends.

The situation was eased a lit-
tle by the opening of the first
link of Independence Blvd. (it
opened without a name, became
Independence in due time) in
1949 — the year, also, of political
news, crime news and the un-
draping of the compelling,
inch magic window by WBTV.

Five Mecklenburgers went to
Raleigh to represent the county
in the General Assembly. Sen,
Joe Blythe died in the capital in
January. Frank P. Graham, a
former Charlottean, went to
Washington as U. S. Senator.
Debonair tire dealer Victor Shaw
swept into the mayor's office,
defeating Mayor Herbert H.
Baxter overwhelmingly,

Mrs. Mary Woolen was shot to
death on a street corner by Wat-
son “Sweetpea” Stover; Mrs.
Mildred Ross Wallace killed her
husband Marvin and claimed, “I
didn't know the gun was load-
ed”; and Mrs. Esley 0. Ander-
son, a Queens Rd. matron, was
killed mysteriously. A former
butler, Monroe Medlin, later con-
fessed to the crime.

Duke Power upped bus fares
to 10 cents, three tokens for a
quarter; an incendiary homb
was thrown at the Boars Head
Restaurant, a erime for which
Johnny Kimbro and Jimmy El-
liott paid with prison terms;
Sears Roebuck moved Into its
huge Tryon St. building

A coal shortage found the city

THE MAYOR SPEAKS

By PHIL VAN F
Mayor, City of Charlotte

RY

In giving a “progress report” from the Mayor’s Office, 1
feel there is no need to point out the tangibles which re-

flect the phenomenal growth of this community. Our interest
should rest not in these evident things—but in the explanation

for their being

I believe that the high

rinciples of leadership im-
Bedded in ‘the personalities
of the citizens of Charlotte
are responsible for the city's
growth, for without the dedi-
cated leadership of men with
religious backgrounds and a
feeling of civic pride and re-
sponsibility, none of these
things would have happened.

A city is only as strong
and progressive as the indi
viduals who inhabit it. So
long as we build a reservoir
of good leaders in our com-
munity, our continued prog-
ress and success will be as-
sured.

The success story of the
Charlotteans is the success
story of the city itself. There
has been no sacrifice of the
spiritual and moral values

MAYOR VAN EVERY

to gain a higher standard of living. The citizens of our com-
munity have given substantial proof of their desire to progress
by their generous contributions to the economic well being of
the community. Ours is a charitable community. We rate high
in the nation as “a city of churches” Our expanding educa-
tional facilities warrant community pride, And—we are grate-
ful for the recognition Charlotte is gaining as a cultural center.

The future progress of Charlotte is in the hands of those

who have faith in our community-

who will assume their

responsibilities as good citizens to serve the community, No
limitations can be placed on our growth so long as we have
qualified leaders whose high principles are shared with others
in all phases of community activity.

shivering In November weather;
and the news was released in
Washington that Charlotte was
being considered as the site for
the new Air Force academy—
one of the few fights the city
lost during the decade,

Visitors to town included Gov.
W. Kerr Scott, who said Meck-
lenburgers were “acting like
spoiled babies” in voting against
his road and school bond pro-

state carried; Margaret Truman;
and Thomas L. Hamilton, grand
dragon of the Carolinas Ku Klux
Klan,

Names in the 1949 news:
James Christian Pfohl, new con-
ductor of the Charlotte Sympho-
ny Orchestra; Harry P. Hard-
ing, who resigned after many
years as city school superinten-
dent; Dr. Elmer H. Garinger,
who 'succeeded him; Ellis Blu-
menthal and Al Goodman,
prominent  Charlotteans w h o
were sentenced to prison for at-

tempted evasion of income
taxes; W. R. Price, the new
moderator of the Presbyterian

Church in the US.; and Hattie
Wall, who gave her baby away
to a stranger on a city street.

It was about this time that a
cafe owner advertised, “Guar-
anteed, Worst Coffee In Town,
Five Cents,” and coffee drink-
ers, oppressed by the 10 cent
price, beat a path to his door.

The City Council decided to
enforce all provisions of the
taxicab ordinance, to fix rates
for meters and to stop rentals
of cabs by companies to individ-
ual drivers

In November, 1949, a commit-
tee was named to study loca-
tion and design of a proposed
new city auditorium. It took six
years and $4% million, but the
committee did its job.

It didn’t take a census-taker
to convince Charlotte that it was

going places by 1950. But when
the census and accompanying
polls and surveys and resulting
tables of statistics were totalled
up, they told a story, and Char-
lotte learned some things about
itself:

There were 133,212 people in
town, almost 90,000 of them at
work earning $176% million a
year, Their children in' school
numbered 21,000. The stores
were selling $210 million worth
of goods, an increase of about
$70 million over 1946.

Wholesale sales were up to
the staggering total of $1,200,-
000,000 per year. Charlotte, 69th
in  population, was 29th
in_distribution, looking down on
cities like Richmond, Louis-
ville, Oklahoma City and Fort
Worth, just a shade behind Den-
ver and New Orleans.

Bank clearings jumped $1 bil-
lion in one year and reached $5
billion by 1950. There were 75,-
000 electric meters in use,
jump of 10,000 from the year be-
fore. And 55,000 telephones.

Charlotte had a net effective
buying income of more than $6,-
000 per family, almost $2,000
more than the rest of the state.

By 1950, Charlotte had 1,700
retail stores, offering everything
from monkeys to Cadillacs for
sale. There were 450 food stores
and 379 cafes and restaurants.

And the stores were changing.
There were improvements at
Belk's, preliminary to the big
addition now going up, plus a
new buying service. Mellons had
1enovated, Ivey's was spending
a million dollars sprucing up its
interior and Efird's was plan-
ning a similar project.

Government In Charlofte and
Mecklenburg was running hard
to keep up with all the spread-
ing population, its demands and
its problems.

The City Council authorized
the Housing Authority to build
600 apartments for families who
couldn't afford private homes
The Fire Department installed a
super-duper alarm system and
throughout the county, efficient
volunteer fire groups were dot-
ting the landscape. The County
Police Dept. turned 70 per cent
of its effort toward slowing down
Mecklenburg's zooming traffic.
The city opened a Pet Dept. for
the service of dogs, cats, para-
keets, lambs and their masters.

County government was
spreading into every nook and
cranny inside and outside the
Courthouse. There was talk in
1950 of a new building to house
some of the county agencies.
(There is still talk.)

The big news of 1950 was the
calendar. This was a halfway
mark, A half-century was over.
A half-decade of progress was
over, and the end was not yet.

The completed projects made
news in 1951. Even as the Ko-
rean war filled the front pages,
the hopes and plans of the post-
World War II' days began to
come true. The finishing touches
were put on Myers Park High
School and not far away, the tall
spire of the Myers Park Baptist
Churcli rose from a vacant
lot. Other churches were still a-
building, including Coven-
ant Preshyterian, a $2% million
edifice of stone.

Plantation Pipe Line Co. op-
ened a new pipe that could furn-
ish the city with 10 million gal-
lons of oil. The underpass was
completed on Stonewall St.

But there was no such thing
as bullding being finished in
Charlotte, Not in this decade.
1951 was also the year Celanese
announced plans for  its new
building on the Cameron Morri-
son estate in Sharon community.

More construction: Work got
underway on a new Sugar Creek
disposal plant (with accompany-
ing hopes that the Big Stink of
the Little Sugar might be elimi-
nated and contracts were
awarded on the first phase of
the big terminal construction
plan at the airport, construction
that was eventually to replace a
clapboard shack with one of the
nation's most modern terminal
buildings.

Transcontinental Pipeline was
bringing natural gas to town in a
transcontinental  pipeline. The
great county school consolidation
program spread in all directions,
East, North and West — and
schools by those names replace
smaller county high schools.

T. Lamar Caudle, making
ne in Washington said he
““feared for his life” every time
he visited Charlotte. But Satur-
day Evening Post and Life Mag-
azine staffers weren't scared
away. Both magazines did stor-
fes on the city, Life's on the
Debutante Ball. Former Mayor
Herbert H. Baxter got elected

STOWE MOODY SAYS:

y STOWE MOODY
President, Chamber of Commerce

During 1955, 30 new firms located in Charlotte, investing
over $16,000,000 and occupying over 800,000 square feet of floor
space, These firms will begin operations with approximately
1,500 employes with plans to more than double this figure within

a year. In addition 32 existing
firms invested over $17,000,000
in major expansion.

The seven new manufacturing

plants located last year will add -

annually over $7,000,000 to local

payrolls, over $4,000,000 to retail §

sales and more than $3,000,000
to bank deposits. Their most im-
portant contribution to our econ-
omy may be the diversification
of the products which they will
make,. several of which will be
manufactured in the South for
the first time. New products to
be manufactured are dental and
surgical equipment, finished
brass products, baking pans and
guided missiles.

Our many wonderful retail
stores in Charlotte enjoyed their
greatest sales volume in history
during 1955. It is felt that this
pace will continue during the
coming months

At the present time, the indus-
trial prospects for 1956 appear
to be exceedingly bright. In fact,
if the remaining eleven months
follow developments in January,
all previous industrial develop-

STOWE MOODY

ment records will be broken,
To date, four warehouse opera-
tions, three manufacturing
plants and two branch offices
have located in Charlotte.

to the City Council, along with a
comer named Phil Van Every.

And of couse the counters
were still at it. By year's end,
we had 23,000 boys and girls in
school, 73,000 church members
and an even 100 trucking lines
end terminals. It was costing
most $8 million to run city gov-
ernment and $6,395,000 to keep
county government going. Four
babies were born for every man
and woman who died in Char-
Iotte in 1951. Almost 400,000 peo-
ple moved through the airport.

Some years of Charlotte’s de-
cade of progress loom bigger
than others, and 1952 was such a
year. Hardly a week passed
without some milestone or an-
other being erected. It was the
year of lke's inauguration and
Elizabeth's coronation and Cap-
tain Irsen’s battle with
the Flying Enterprise,

In Charlotte, it was the year
the City School Board spent $2
million on new schools, the year
Charlotteans helped elect Char-
les Raper Jonas — the first Re-
publican in no-elling - how-
long — to Congress, and approv-
ed $17,800,000 in bonds for more
schools, library buildings, fire
stations and improvements in
water, sewer and street sys-
tems.

The State Highway Commission
went to work on a 4lane super-
highway between Charlotte and
Monroe on the very first day of
the year. Mayor Victor Shaw

made the first telephone call
over Southern Bell's new mi-
crowave relay system. Ford Mo-
tor Co. announced plans for a
$1% million parts depot. Stone
wall St. opened. The federal gow
ernment lifted building restric-
tions, granting Charlotte permis-
sion to proceed on its Auditori-
um - Coliseum (to which A-C
Committee Chairman James P,
McMillan replied, “We'll do it,”
a quotation somehow watermark-
ed on all the pages of the Char-
lotte story since 1946.) A big-
ger and better East 36th St.
was opened to traffic, the widen-
ing of The Plaza and Selwyn
Ave. was projected, and a de-
velopment called “Cotswold”
was announced for Sharon-
Amity.

Cotswold was significant. The
$8 million houses - apartments-
shopping center project marked
the outer limits of a *second
ring” of Charlotte development
since the war.

Those who took the trouble
to look could see the pattern
clearly: First, there was the
burst of suburban home build-
ing. Then, the rise of a ring of
neighborhood shopping _centers
such as the Manor center on
Providence Rd. and the Colony
Center on Selwyn Ave., to name
two examples.

Even before those shopping
centers were complete, the Tes-
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Farming Profits Thrive
On Low-Cost Financing

Now that the 1956 season is approaching, are you planning te buy
@ new tractor, truck or other farm equipment? Whatever you are
going to buy, you will be looking for a profit on your investment,
and one sure way to keep your profits up is to keep the cost of your
financing down. That’s where we can help you with a low-cost, long-
range loan to meet your needs.
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We Like To Do
Business With

Farmers

As so many of our Mecklenburg farmer friends and customers
know, we here at CITIZENS BANK are farm-minded. We like to do
business with farmers, and we invite you to come in and talk over
your this year’s problems with us. You'll find us listening to you in
on understanding manner and, too, you will find us ready to help
you with your financing needs for this year.

FREE PARKING for our customers right around the corner, at Myers
Parking Lot, 112 South College Street. And for your convenience, we
are open afternoons 3 to 5—3 to 6 on Fridays.

CITIZENS i

114 EAST‘W4-TN ST

28 C.STRAWK, PRESIDENT

TE NORTH CAROLINA




