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The Minutes Of The

HE dawn of a new year is a time for

reflection as well as resolution. It is
2 time to mend the past's broken image:
w that the man-made patterns of the fu
ture will perhaps show a bit more crafts-
manship and direction

Here at THE Nrws, it is an
dition for us to do our refle
view of one and all—in the
year-end report to our readers

It gives us an opportunity to mull over
the thoughts and op s we have ex-
pressed during the previous year, taking
careful note of what we did and didn't
accomplish, how we may have changed
our mind, how we've had to eat a little
crow, etc. It is a little like reading the
minutes of the last meeting and we hope
it will make us better qualified to com
ment on this year's news

The look back reminds us, aho
things, 10 be humble like Godfrey s

Our bloopers were honeys—as when
we got our hurricanes mixed up and
spoke learnedly of Connie when we
meant Diane. Then there was the picture
of a colonial gentleman we said was
Thomas Jefferson, an error corrected (ap:
propriately ) by a friend at the Jefferson
Standard Broadcasting Co. We still shud-
der a little about the time Mark Twain
came out “Mark Train" too

We are glad to admit also that our
dark and gloomy forebodings about the
effects of the General Assembly's “se-
crecy” rules were darker and gloomier
than necessary. Legislators showed admir-
able restraint in using their new and ill
fitting authority. We are, however, as
much against legislative secrecy as ever
before and will continue to campaign vig-
orously for the people's right to know
about their government.

ent tra
ng in full
form of a

all

HE year had hardly started before

we were involved up to here in the
political wars. Despite our ardent champ-
ionship, the North Carolina General As-
sembly fiddled away the opportunity to
act on many wofthy issues. In fact, we
still remember the 1955 legislature as a
session long on pageantry and short on
accomplishment

Legislators yielded to fearsome pres-
sures in shaping the new tax program
and studiously avoided some of the more
logical sources of new revenue. But the
state’s financial plight did not turn out
to be as bad as it was pictured early in
the year.

Despite our insistent pleas. the General
Assembly refused again to obey the con-
stitution regarding redistricting and re-
appointments.

Other frustrations:

The legislature's refusal to pass a state
minimum wage law, reform the much-
abused absentee ballot law, grant more
home rule, improve the justice of the
peace system, create an adequate urban
redevelopment law, provide an automo
bile inspection law.

On the other hand, there was substan
tial progress recorded on some issues
progress which we like to believe this
newspaper had some share in creating
Judicial redistricting was accomplished
at last. The state’s corporation laws were
rewritten { although changes will not take
effect until July 1 of next year). Begin
ning steps were taken toward the cre
tion of a state water policy. Prisons were
not separated from the State Highway
Department — as they should be — but
ground was broken for the move later

Furthermore, Mecklenburg received au
thorization for a new small claims court
—offering the community an opportunity
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Last Meeting

vet to be seized. The city won approval
of new

tax collecting procedures and im-
ter zoning-subdivision con-

regation issue, we found the
ire’s new school law—turning au-
for pupil assignment to local
less extreme than it might have
been. We were frankly alarmed, how-
ever, by suggestions that North Carolina
abandon its public school system rather
than submit to the Suprems Court's de-
segregation decree. We shall continue to
the preservation, at all costs,
blie schools

We found several shafts of light in the
regional gloom over segregation. In grant-
ing time and some local discretion, the
Supre Court in 1955 encouraged com-
pliance with its earlier decision. Later
federal court rulings bolstered hopes for
additional time—the key element as far
as the South is concerned. We believed
in 1055-—and continue to believe—that
given the ingredients of time and mutual
good faith and patience, the social and
educational dilemma facing the commun-
and the stale can be resolved

i

of the

YHERE were happier areas on the

vear's roster of events. We saw the
realizition of our dream for better cul-
tural and recreation facilities when the
Charlotte's Coliseum and the David Ovens
Auditorium opened their doors, We had
waited long and campaigned earnestly
for such a day.

We had urged that the city's smoke
abatement program be revived and it was
pleasing to see the City Council take the
necessary action.

It was just as pleasing to see the prin-
ciple of perimeter zoning bolstered after
a heated controversy in which J. Spencer
Bell, Charlotte’s Man of the Year for 1955,
figured so prominently

We were also happy fo support last
springs bond elections which gave Char-
lotte the tools it needed to build a better
community. The people responded with a
vote for progress

On the national level, we continued to
like Tke—and Adlai wo. We also con-
tinued to find much to grumble about
however, and that goes for the adminis-
tration as well as the “loyal opposition™
We attempted to call them as we saw
them.

The virtual disappearance of Sen. Me-
Carthy from the political scene was par-
ticularly pleasant. But we found much
to he concerned about in the handling
of the nation's internal security program
and, during the year, discussed symptoms

and eures in some detail.
v e

. continued to plug for UMT, fought
the Bricker amendment and injus-

tices under the McCarran Immigration
Act, sympathized with and, at the same
time, prodded Agricultural Secretary Ben-
son, stanchly supported the U. N, urged
an increase in the federal minimum wage,
plumped for a more enlightened foreign
poliey, gladly buried the Dixon-Yates con-
tract. urged the continuance of foreign
aid, liked Ike's showing at the Big Four
Conference but lamented the collapse of
the “Geneva Spirit” later

It was a stormy, exciting year— full of
brainsmashing problems, wary negotia-
tions, reappraisals and momentous de-
cisions. Now a new act in the drama be-
£ins. There is no audience for the people
of the world—at once frail and indestrue:
tible—have the main role to play.

The problems will again be big. We
are anxious to get at them. We hope you
are, t00.

Revelations Of A Tired Divining Rod

(‘/\I,E?\'DARS turn, clocks tick and sud-
Adenly there is a thing called the New
Year. We always use the occasion to
empty our files of complaints that man
has no faith in his abilities. A New Year,
or just any old year at all, shows what a
competent fellow man really is. What
other creature could divide a substance,
or whatever time is, that he can't define,
and then make the fictitious beginning
of each mythical “year” into a time of
great celebration, weak resolutions and
firm predictions of things to come. Not
one, we venture, unless it be a remote
species of Moonmen, and although prep.
arations are afoot to meet and talk with
these gents as soon as possible, it's un-
likely, satellite or no, that any transcen-
dental accomplishment of theirs will be
made known this year. Moonmen prob-
ably are deadheads anyway
The probability th:

tinue to regard mn'm[ a
the universe, wit
that he may be xhc end-a
only major prediction for the \‘ W Ye
Our grumpy divining rod, pass
1956 calendar received from a §

an will con-
vh;\ be ” of

From The Jackson (Mi

DER the heading, “Dep

Bettter Mousefraps,” the
CHALLENGE reports on a
which should offer a sure
of catching automobile thieves

magaz
new MJ‘
meth

As the thief pulls away from the curb
in any car equipped with device, t
tail light begins blinking the wor
“STOLEN" in three-nch red letters. If
doesn't get caught with kind of
bufld-up, it sure isn't his f;

But why stop there? Why not a me

company, was too twisted from wrong
turns of previous years to dip into any
significant revelations. It managed to
ind at attention as we flipped the pages
to Jan. 19, Marse Robert's birthday. Its
tip turned pale green at March 17, though
it didn’t attempt an Irish jig, and at May
20 it thumped the table vigorously, in
defense. we suppose, of the Mecklenburg
Declaration of Independence.

But mostly it dawdled over the dates

the new calendar exposed to its occult
power, and it came up with only these
obscure and trifling divinations:
A wind-sewen seed, come April, will
ilder its way through leaves on a
woodland floor, It will grow in its secret
place until June when a Sunday stroller,
trying to walk around a clump of briars,
will see a brilliant blossom and call the
secret flower beautiful. The stroller will
break the flower. In October it will de-
posit its seeds beside the briar reots and,
we assume, they will grow together there
But that really s a story for another
vear. And our divining rod, though fash-
ioned from the very best witch hazel,
takes one year at a time,

THIEF!

chanical hand which taps the guy on th

yulder while a tough voice says,
bud, where do you think you're going in
my car?”

Or an automatic
h won't let him

windshield fogger
see where he is go-

r a loudspeaker, turned up loud,
which blares out Tennessee Ernie’s rendi-
of Soxteen Tons? Somebody would
be certain to stop the driver, then, if only
to tell him to turn the blamed thing off

Charlotte Sets Pace With A 'Breath-Taking' Coliseum

By ROBERT McKEE
In The Atlanta Journal
JFROM NOW on, the 20,00 peo-  « ftural development
rlotte, N. C, and o was being neglected
e hack and 'mp wanted a place

cts In the gra

manner
structure the;
ideall
ind

like.

The Coliseum is hreathtaking
in i " to
thi at

provides seals

w 000, bul when

dedication ceremony, and every
seat was taken. A few days later,
an ice sh v n;mnrrl in ‘M Coli
seum an d to 70,000 in six
days
MUCH CONTENTION

Creation of uh» «
its next-door
auditorium

who Jastid a
temple for sports, and those who

iNg sway—those

Now they
um  seating
rance, the auditor
impressive as the

e occasions the people
ted on bond issues, hut not un.

fy both the sports-minded and the
lovers was the problem re
o the satisfaction of all

W a 1 once more.
The spent $4.698.000 on the
w0 b and it looks as

aney's worth

ts
The two structures are located on

the city’s outski i are con-
cted by a covered walkway
Tom outside, the Coliseurn

looks like a glass and tile football
bowl, covered over. It is topped
2 2 feet in diameter.
The interior s beautifully done
Even the seats have a picture.

book look
wmanship of high erder is
employed to highlight the attrac
tions. The basketball team of
Georgia Tech got a laste of it
plaved the University of
Notth Carolina in the Coliseum

the other night

'lea A Glass And Tile Football Boul

Lights went out as the players
entered the arena. A spotlight was
played on the floor and tach
player was introduced as
walked {0 the center

The announcer reminded the
that Georgia Tech and the
na team had no cheerlead:

"All Right, Men—Wipe It Off’

@195 THE WASHAGTON FOST Cae

New Targets

Long, Hard Looks At lke’s Team

WASHINGTON
appointees, es

SENHOWER
pecially those
important
sions, will be
by the Democratic ¢
year in an effort to yoint 8 po-
litical moral and adorn the r
The result could be some
liveliest political ~squabbles
the election year
The President has never faken
kindly to any reflections on his
n 3

ngress this

stood their implications

when he has yic

medals

ith
Talbott,
ceremonies were
ing for the departed

officials.
Democrats have heen cautious
about appearing to he merely ob
structionists and they still say
they will choose their spots with
care. They do V-l-\ that they have

hand

some impr s al

now to prove their point that the
appointive power is heing mis
used.

In their explorations they wil
raise sgainst Eisenhower the ol
Al Smith cry against T
dore Roosevelt of
that?" For they believe th

ho told |

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
s for the year

JHERE are my pred
1956

In_ Europe—K
grand old man of

d  Adenauer
West Germany
the year

P!

be the sirong
fer will begin talks wif
man Communists
Germany, whether w

Eden Will Resngn

Sir Anthony

1 Rus
like |

worse than the public re
a much less active part
government. The chief d
€ rm F
te 1056

Fl(en will resi

Red China’s Chnnccs

In the Far East—R
ldl‘ﬂl([tﬂ to the
year, U, N, Ambas

By DORIS FLEESON

President’s “chain of command™
method of running the White
House can be shown to have

broken
stances,
L’AFFAIRE D'EWART

They have an nhmm)( take-off
in the Eisenhower choice of
former Rep. We: ‘u D'Ewart as
assistant secretary of interior for
land management. D'Ewart was
the author in 1953 of an abortiv

down in important in-

stackma grazing act which
would have given a select group
of ranchers perpetual rights in
the public domain. Western news-
papers led the fight on it as in
famous, and it failed to pas:
nterior Secretary McKay as-
sailed it too but when Eisenhower

initialed s appointment
from his hospital bed in Denver

a D'Ewart as a
very good judg-

D'Ewart

man of “very,

he Senate Interior Committee
will hold hearings which can be
to burnish anew the
* cry by which Demo-
crats seek to win the West

The field of civil aviation —
hoth the board which grants
routes and subsidies and
1 has charge of

Frederick B. Lee, the author

hairman, was asked to re

and his deputy, Charles
Lowen, was put in his place
Monroney of Oklahoma charges
that Lee was punished for his
advocacy of expansion of avia-
tion and bigger and better air-
ports by the railroad-minded sec-
retary of commerce, Sinclair
Weeks. Monroney will explore
both the appointment and a con-
troversial  transportation report
which Weeks is translating into
legislation,
IRKING SITUATION

In the Civil Aeronautics R
Commissioner Josh Lee, a fo
mer Democratic senator, was not
re-nominated and a New Yoi
G. Joseph Minetti, was \M‘md in
his place. This kicks off a situa-
tion which has long irked Demo-
crats

By law, the regulatory agencies
are’ bipartisan. Demoerats con
tend that when the terms of Dem-
ocrals on them expire, Fisenhow
er has ably replaced them
with Eisenhower = Democrats
whose admitted leanings make it
absurd to consider that they rep-

0c

resent the opposition party. They
with Minetti
with a rather suhstantial list

h they expect to in-
e Minetti hearings

ers present. But that litle mat
ter was thoughtfully taken care
of. Ten girl cheerleaders from

Myers Park High School took

over the chore for Iem Another
bbey per-
lina

Back of the Coliseum is park
ing space for 3,300 cars. Uni
formed ushers have been thor-
eughly schooled in their jobs. The
reserved seats of foam rubber are
as comfortable as living room
chairs.

ATLANTA PROJECT

Paul Buck, the manager im
ported from St. Louis, is im-
mensely interested in the Alex-
ander Memorial Center (with pur-
poses similar to the Coliseum)
being erected by Georgia Tech
Just north of O'Keefe High School
in Atlanta,

“Tell them to provide plenty
of storage space,” he counseled
“They'll need it. We haven't near
ly enough room for storage in our
Coliseum,"”

U
People’s
Roadmap Needed
For Inrersection[

Editors, The News
WISH to commend the city
fathers on their forethought
and planning in establishing
such a wonderful traffic faci
lity such as our mew crosstown
boulevard. I think that this is one
of the finest improvements Char.
lotte has ever made. 1 am a city
salesman and I travel our streets
daily. The new boulevard has
been of infinite aid to me since
its opening and it undoubtably ac-
comodates more traffic than any
other in the Queen City,
However, there are certain oc-
casions when I find that the mark-
ing systems are not completely
coherent for traffic directions.
For instance, once, 1 was driving
west on Morehead St. and tried
for half an hour to find the way
you're supposed to go to get on
Independence heading west. Then
on another occasion, 1 was driv-
ing east on Independence and
wanted to turn east inte More-
head. I haven't found that way,
either. Still later, I was driving
north on South Boulevard and the
«doggone signs don't tell you how
you can cross over to West Inde-
pendence. The same thing is true
if you happen to be heading east
an Independence and want to turn
inta South Boulevard
Now, I'm just a counlry boy
who re m.h doesn’t know too much
ahout big city driving and I'm
Tarhl16a) icew dticos it e
there somewhere, Highway plan-
ners just don't go around building
multi-million dollar intersections
that prevent you from using the
things, so 1 think that the fault
must be in the directional mark-
ings. Won't you please help us
out by publishing a road map of
this intersection at Christmas
Tree Corner?
—FURMAN MELTON
P. S In case those turns really
aren't there after all, didn't some-
one waste a whole lot of the tax-
payers money?

An Endorsement
For Bible Week

Charlotte
The News
NISTER of one of the
4% rural churches of
burg County I wish to give my
approval of the plan sponsored
by the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment to designate Jan. 1.7 Bible
Reading Week. The Thomashoro
Preshyterian Church has been
challenged to read the Bible
through in 1856. We would encour-
age all the citizenry of our city
to such a plan. We are reminded

Editors
M

Covered Over’

The Alexander Memorial Cen-
ter will have a hasketball arena
as well as auxiliary building for
physical training and a practice
basketball floor. Radio Station
WGST also will be locate

The new structures at Tech will
cost $1,500,000 and the arena will

have seats for 7.000. It will be
ready, they hope, in time for the
start of the baskethall season
next fall
\l\\\ PURPOSES

| Van Every, 42yearold

m \r- te and a former
resident of Atlanta, thinks Char-
lotte is fixed for years to come
with its new Coliseum. “It will
serve many purposes,” he exs
plained. “We can now handle con«
ventions, and all sorts of show=
ings and displays

Mayor Van Every is convinced
Charlotte and Atlanta are the
bright stars in the firmameny of
the New South. “Nowhere elsa
in the \m\mr\' are cities growing
as fast,”" he concluded.

Platform

of the words of D. L. Moody who
penned upon the fly leaf of a
young man's Bible, “‘This Book
will keep you from sin or sin
will keep you from reading this
ook,

1 H. ZEALY

er
Thomasboro Preshyterian
Church

No Race Is Better
Than Another Race

Charlotte

Editors, The News
N REPLY (o the recent letter
\\\lmn by E. Adams, I would
to say that the people
of var Thie kY ba SIAEVIE
because of the low pay that th
are given by the members of
your race. They do the hardest
work, then get the lowest pay.
There are more whites who do
not work and are sick all the
time. That comes from laziness.

As far as the starving is con-
cerned, many people in your raca
are starving because they are
too stingy. Others starve becausa
they are too lazy to work,

Why worry about the NAACP?
The NAACP hasn't killed anyone,
Worry ray for the Klu Klux
Klan. [Vnn( be ashamed of us. Be
nm of the mean and silly

the whites are doing

Eoour race
uld some member of your
race fully explain the meaning
of pure race?

We consider ourselve
good as you are, There is no race
superior over the other

Please get one thing off your
mind and the minds of the rast of
your people: That we don't want
to associate with you. We want
the same opportunities that you
have.

A white boy or girl can stop
school in the ninth grade and
get a job as a clerk or reception-
ist but a Negro girl or boy has
to hn a college graduate fo even
do est job. Why is that?
h'h the same qualifi=
is that the

white thinks |)r\ al
perior
We

That is wrong

| should get down on our
knees and pray. Then, we wouldn't
have time to be ashamed or afraid
of each other

— MARK E. SHIVERS

Quote, Unquote

anything harder to
n an old wastebas-
o know what it is.
just won't believe

won't pick
Democrat,

— Tallahasses

Predictions Of Things To Come

until after the

will fort until after
embarrass Dull

wing Republ

to the U.

 Chinese
ar, 1 pre

Lodge has secured the backing of enough
friendly U. N. members to guarantee this fall
November
the Lodge has reported that he can hold the
lections 80 as
and the President by
attacks from Sen. Knowland and right-
ans. After November, how.
I predict Red China will be ad
N. probably in early

Matsus w
This will bring

W l not be drawn into w
this  Business for '56—Business during the
abot first part of 1956 will boom. But toward

the m

elections.

not to

Tax Relief

Taxes,

some fed

big increases
heart and

t will not
| be cap

Eisenhower

ile of the yea:
nd home-buil
Fewer babies were born in the depression
years and these babies, now 23 and 24,
now getting married, buy fewer homes.
So a slump is due for the midyear.

Ete.—Congress 1 predict will
vote a very modest tax relief for low-in-
eame groups cnly,

ishing the poll tax but with no FEPC;
for health,
cancer research; more pub-
ic housing and slum clearance.

lke Will Not Run

Presidential Race—In midwinter Pre.
dent Eisenhower will anmounce that he
will not run -mn This will touch off a
mad scramble inside the Republican Par.
a vigorous attempt to draft Chief

auto sales will
g will slump.

get the

fauver,

a modest amendment

particularly

Justice Warren, who,
be drafted. In the end, a dark he

this time will throw
to Kefauver for vice president
son-Kefauver ticket will go

Peace or \\arfkl” 1sh

however =il non

nomination,

o,
Adlai’s In

On the Democratic side,
son will get the momination
Truman,

Adlai Steven-
v

once bitter against

A Steven-
to the polls

1o the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act, in November.
al relief for coal-mine and tex-
tile areas, a civil-rights compromise abol- No \Vur

their

gress will be
mic-hydrogen weapons
ed by the Pope.




