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Mecklenburg Tackles A Tax Problem

ay never replace base-
ica's mational pastime
but it is certainly riding the crest of a
new and alarming wave of popularity.
This nefarious conflidence game with goy-

"l‘.\.\ dodg|
ball

ernment has gained such momentum
that some states are actually awarding
“honesty buttons” to citizens who do not

cheat on their personal propert

Here in Mecklenburg, county
clals are taking a sterner view of the
problem. They have been combing
through state files in Raleigh, inspecting
income tax returns of local corporations,
It is all part of the county’s 1954 drive
to equalize tax values and get all taxable
property on the books

It is too bad that this kind of record
checking is necessary. But if it will help
to keep Mecklenburg taxpayers honest
and the tax burden fairly divided it cer-
tainly deserves commendation.

Government cannot be operated in a
vacuum. It {akes the earnest cooperation
of all democracy's partners—men and
women and corporations who are willing
to assume their responsibilities equally.
When one falls down and shirks his duty
the load is unjustly shifted to mother's
shoulders,

Too many Americans look upon tax
evasion as some sort of sport in which
the citizen matches his wits against the
tax collector to see how much he can get
5 steful cat-and-
mouse game of fraud, deceit, double-deal-
ing and misrepresentation. To b ught
is considered no great disgrace and pun-
ishment too often amounts to little more
than wrist slapping,

These attitudes need correcting. Meck-
lenburg's county tax supervisor is on the
right track.

A Friend Of Good Government

HE DEATH in Raleigh of George
i Cooper Franklin has saddened gov-
ernment circles in Tar Heel towns and
cities from Manteo to Murphy. As gen-
eral counsel for North Carolina's League
of Municipalities, Mr. Franklin assisted
them all in one way or another. He was
always avallable, always ready and able
to solve the legal puzzlers that so often
stall governmental machinery

Mr. Franklin was no stranger to read-

ers of THe News' editorial page. He will
probably be best remembered for his
penetrating analysis Aug 12 of the

problems fringe areas face when they
choose to become incorporated towns.
“We cannot stifle our cities’ growth,” he
wrote then, “by man's propensity to
create new governmental units rather
than modify his existing structures to

The Little Man Who

E ARE u\furmml hy the AssociaTep
) Pres; vear-old secretary
of state in \\Nuxmn who is a “foe of
Sen. McCarthy” won nomination for an
eleventh term. We are further advised
that “Sen. McCarthy did not figure in
the éampaign and took no part in it."”

We are also told that “a frequent critic
of Sen; MeCarthy, Rep. Stuyvesant Wain-
wright IT of New York (where else could
he be from with that name”) defeated
“an outspoken supporter of the Wiscon-
sin senator."

This insistence upon bringing McCarthy
into the story reminds us of a recent
editorial in the WasnincroN Srar. It
told how the press drags in and builds
up McCarthy in these ways:

First there’s the “He Didn't Mention
McCarthy But We Know He Mean: To So
We'll Do It For Liim" method.

Then there's the “Five Thousand To

better benefit his needs.”

Mr. Franklin was an oulstanding au-
thority on municipal law and legislation
He was particularly skillful in his work
with the General Assembly, in which he
handled considerable legislation of great
benefit to North Carolina municipalities

During the 1951 legislature, he was
active in the movement which resulted
in passage of the Powell Bill—under
which municipalities now receive state
aid to help them pave and maintain their
streets. This sort of service has been
much appreciated by North Carolina
cities' and towns. For instance, when
Statesville built a handsome new fire
station recently, the city named one of
its guest rooms the “Franklin Room.”

North Carolina has lost a distinguished
and indefatigable friend of good govern:
ment.

Wasn't There

Fifteen” method, in which a speaker de-
votes five thousand words to the need
for, say, more bird watchers. He adds a
sentence like “You ought to watch stop
lights, your wife and McCarthy too.” The
headline and lead on the story about
the speech of course deal with McCarthy.

Then there's the “They Didn't Think
About Him And We Can’t Believe It”
approach. A recent example:

“Meeting in the midst of widespread
controversy over the activities of Sen
Joseph R. McCarthy, the Daughters of
the American Iluululmn completely ig-
nored the Wisconsin Republ their
opening session.” The headline on
story read: “Daughters Ignore McCarthy.”
At this rate, the press will soon have
the Kremlin inner circle divided into pro-
McCarthy and anti-McCarthy factions.

We think it would be a good idea to
ignore the little man when he isn't reallv
there.

Welcome To Kagawa, A Great Christian

UST over 50 years ago a Presbyterian

missionary from Kentucky converted
a 15-year-old Japanese boy. Thus began
the thrilling Christian life of one of the
most remarkable men of his age, Toyo-
hiko Kagawa, who Charlotteans may hear
tonight at the First Methodist Church

Dr. Kagawa is one of these individuals
who simply does his job better than most
me# do, and his job is being a Christian
Life wasn't always pleasant for him. As
a youth, preaching in the slums of Kobe,
he Bad all his teeth knocked out by ruf-
fians. But this young man, who turned
the other cheek with a smile and gave his
few possessions to even poorer persons,
soon gained respect. After 14 years'in the
slums he came to America, where he col-
lected three college degrees. Then he re-
turned to his homeland and plunged into

social welfare work, organizing churches,
farm cooperatives and labor unions,
plumping for slum clearance and protec-
tion of the poor from “loan sharks."

During World War I he was branded
a “peace worker” and jailed. Since then
he has been in great demand as a speaker
at Christian gatherings throughout the
world and is now on one of his frequent
tours. But when he is in Japan Dr.
Kagawa still usually spends half of every
month traveling among and living with
the poorer people of Japan

Some of the Christian secis in Japan
don't agree with Dr. Kagawa's methods.
Some “don’t like me,” he once observed,
adding typically, “But 1 like them.”

You can't beat a philosophy like that.
We're proud, Dr. Kagawa, to have you in
town.

They Keep Out The Fly-By-Nighters

HE Thanksgiving season is a way off
vet, but it's never too soon for a
community to acknowledge voluntary
service in its behalf. Charlotteans are
doubly thankful when that service saves
them money, or helps them to guard
against unwise investments. A group that
has well earned the community’s thanks
in this manner is the Solicitations Re-
view Board, headed by Banker G. Doug-
las Aitken,
The board reviews the qualifications
that seek

of the many organizations
permission to ask you for donations.
Established by the Charlotte Chamber

of Commerce and aided by the Better

Business Bureau, the Board judges solici-

lation requests by standards like these:
Is there evidence of worthy and urgent

need for this solicitation?

(;he group’s  disbursing

Is officer
bonde

Would this group's work duplicate that
® another organizatign?

Has it provided a complete accounting
M its financial affairs”

Is the fund raising to be directed by
local persons or organizations?

Would solicitation costs consume a
reasonably small proportion of the
money raised?

Approval of a solicitation by the board
means that the soliciting group has met
bigh standards, However, disapproval by

{

the board does not mean that the group
requesting approval is fraudulent. Per-
haps it just hasn't provided sufficient
information for the board to make an
evaluation. The mere existence and
activity of the review board of course
discourages fly-by-night promoters from
coming to Charlotte.

Eight men and women have done this
job for the community this year. They
are, in addition to Chairman Aitken,
Hugh Cathey, Spencer A Folger. John
Knott, Courtney Mauzy. Mrs D. Nel-
son, C. G. Sellers and Mrs. W. B. Sulli.
van. Four additional persons were named
to the board this week. From this groun
we can continue to expect the kind of
review that will enable Charlotteans to
give only to deserving and ethical organ.
izations

Along about this time of the year it
is just as well that the amateur gardener
can't find the seed catalog or the pack-
ages and compare what he managed to
grow with the luscious pictures that
prompted his selection. — GREENVILLE
(5. C.) PiEpMoONT.

My wife has been bragging that she
has been married to the same man for
17 years. That's not so. I haven't been the
same man since the first year—Covine-
TON (Ky.) DispaTca,

(Editors’ Nete: This account of
one of America’s oldest rackeis
excerpled from U. S, News
World Report, an independent
weekly news magazine published
al Washington.)

JBOOTLEGGING of whisky is on
the rise again. Boolleggers
are increasing in numbers. They
are using bigger stills. They are
organizing into gangs. And they
have become prime targets of the
Internal Revenue Service.

That service has increased the
staff of investigators in the Alco-
Tax Unit from 850 to 950 and
has assigned a special task force
to Virginia with orders to break
up bootleg gangs believed to be
operating in thg Richmond-Nor-
folk area. Virginia is selected for
el 1 ‘nummn becnuse it is be-
liever the center of new
rmnhxmv operating in the South.

The reason for this new assault
on bootlegging is that officials

ar if the practice spreads from
the South and where it is
mow concentrated, there will be a
revival of the rackets that plagued
the country during the prohibi-
tion era of the 1920s. Some peo-
ple say that bootlegging already
is approaching that level in some
areas. Federal officials think this
view is exaggerated, but they are
out to nip in the bud any revival
of bootlegging on a nation-wide
scale. They admit, too, that boot-

legging is increasing in man;
places. More illegal stills were
found in Oregon last year than
in any year since 1933, when na-
tional prohibition was repealed

FORMING
The real

1E

worry aver hootle

ging at this time is the reappear-

ance of organized syndicates that
apparently are well financed, big
and tough. They have been found
operating near major eastern
cities, including New York, Phil-
adelphia and Baltimore, and evi-
dently are forming in the South,

The South has long led the na
tion in individual bootlegging op-
erations, Out of 10,704 stills seized
by federal agents in the year end-
ed June 30, 1953, the majority,
7,714, were found in five southern
states — North Carolina, South
Caralina, Georgia, Alabama and
Tennessee. But most of this
“moonshining” was done on a
small scale, usually as a part-time
job for a mountaineer or farmer
who distilled a few hundred gal-
lons of corn liguor each year for

his own or his neighbors’ con-
sumption. The typical southern
still is described by one federal

agent as follows

“Universally, southern moon-
shine distilleries present the ultie
mate in pollution and filth. Most
of them are in mucky locations
beside a stream, lake, pond, riv-
er or mudhole. ]\lemy are fre-
quented by swine and other ani-

mals, Usually the fermenters are
open to the elements and some
have been discovered under trees
in which turkey buzzards roost

"Just A Nice, Invig oratmg — Cough -- North Breeze’

‘Like A Kld At Chrlstmus

“rerBlosi
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The Hunter Loves What He Stalks

NEW YORK

‘heads came today. The real
ig buffalo. A couple of
Tommies 1 had forgoiten. Some
Grant gazelle, and three gorgeous
golden impala, and a slew of ze-
bra skins. Also a little dik-dik,
mounted whole, and some dirty
great elephant feet and a fine
warrior's  shield that Kidogo
made me out of a buffalo hide.

All right, so call me a kid, Call
me a child who wants to deck
his walls with verminous old
stuffed animals, but call me a
happy child, for every trophy
that came so painfully means
something special. Like fear and
pleasure and the wonder of a fire
and a hot martini_after a 20-mile
stroll in the sun I‘Kc a bath full
of crawly thin when you're fil-
thy from a day in H\\ dust. Like
a dinner when you're starve
IT'S LOVE

This is what the vegelarians
will never understand about hunt-
ers. They will never get around
to believing that what makes a
hunter hunt is not a blood lust,
but a love of what he's hunting,
and for the place he's hunting it
in, and for the hunt itself, not the
actual business of killing, The
killing is just for the purpose of
putting it on the wall, so the day
and the beast and the effort may
be remember well after the

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
is some of the background re-

} ERE
garding the

cuss which the
cil journeyed out to Denver.

on as Communist Chinese ]
traops, awn from Korea and Indo- Mol committed to defend Quemoy.
china » mass on the mainland op.
posite Formosa, Seerclary | Dulles was  Quemoy Quandary better 10 |
asked at a press conference whether the ) po 0 oo DL T o :
United States would defend Formosa. A5 CIEY TG U8 G pon, o e

He replied in brief that the United Quemoy quandary by making a speech
States was committed to use air and sea ai the Republican state convention in tent it also

power to defend Formosa and the Pesca:
he did not mention

dores islands. But

hitherto unpublicized, Mr

now headlined island of Quemoy,
National Security Coun:

By ROBERT C. RUARK

animal's life expectancy expires

This little dik-dik, for instance,
with the fantastic horns, all of
four inches long. I remember |
shot him one day, up in lh:- '\|
sai, when we were ¢ to sta
ing for meat. 1 shot him m(h s
shotgun, and didn't even notice
the horns. We ate him, and him
no bigger than a rabbit, and it
wasn't until he was digested t
somebody noticed he had wonder-
ful armament—for a dik-dik. I
could tell you, if pressed, ever
thing that happened on the day
of the dik-dik with the wonderful
four-inch horns.
SCARED STIFF

There are two Cape
enormous  great beasts.  One
half again as big as the other.
But the little one's the one that
darn near Killed me. I like him
better than the big one, who
might be one of the 10 best ever
collected in the history of hunt-
ing. I looked for this big chap
for two years; the other one
scared me stiff. The night after
the little one scared me, we ate
his tongue. It was betler than
beef tongue.

But what T am able to re-
member of the day that the
little one scared me was that
Harry Selby and I sat motion-
less in & herd of five hundred
buffalo, who fed as close to us

as you sit to a bartender. I can
remember seeing the white of
the eyes of the tickbird that
clung, upended, 1o the nose of
an old cow buffalo, as the bird
pecked away at the vermin in
her nostrils. Didn't see the white
of the cow's eyes. Only remem-
ber the white of the bird’s eyes.

The big fighting shicld, done
in black-and-red lightning marks
on a bleached buffalo-hide back-
ground. A fine black Nandi gen-
tleman, named Kidogo, made it
for me; made it for me and left
it behind, with no hope of see-
ing me again or collecting a tip
of money or anything. Nobody’s
seen Kidogo for a long time. He
didn't show up for the last sa-
fari. But when [ see that shield
1 remember that the lion on
the wall belongs mostly to
Kidogo, because he stood stiff
and stanch one day when five
lions were creating an awful lot
of commotion in the same hell's
Ealf-acre

1 feel today exactly like a kid
&t Christmas. A few dead heads
come from Mombasa, and sud-
denly I am back again in the
place 1 Jove best, with the peo-
ple, black and white, I respect
most and love best. T hope I
can go back some day and see
them again.

TAR HbFL 'HOI!\SHL\EI{Q EQUIPME

habitually. The investigators find,
at times, the carcasses of skunk
crows, opossums and, occasional-
Iy, hogs, in various stages of d
composition, in the fermenting
mash. .
‘POPSKUL
Today, nowever, organized
dicates are moving into the $

uth,
flooding that area’s new industrial

centers with high-potency *'pop-
skull” as the illegal liquor is pop-
ularly known. Big operators are
tending to use elaborate, massive
stills, equal in size and efficiency
to the smaller distilling units of
legal manufacturers. They use
sugar rather than corn and turn
oul 1,000 to 2,000 gallons of high-
proof alcohol a day

The alcohol is usually put into
fivegallon cans and sent to

“dump"  warehouses, where the
wholesaler f the bootleg trade
take over. The wholesaler “cuts™

lhu w alcohol once, by mixing

gallon of water with each gal-
Inn of aleohol. Then he adds col-
or, puts the mixture in used bot-
tles of standard brands, slaps
some counterfeit stamps on the
botiles and sends them along to
the retailers.

Retailers in this illicit business
include “'suitcase peddlers,” who
sidle up to a prospect and offer
him some allegedly good whisky
at wholesale prices. Where the
phrase in the racket-ridden "20s
was, “It just came off the boat'
the line now is, “It's part of a
mmmem hijacked from a truck.”

WITH A KICK®

Anulh(‘r practice of wholesalers
is to bottle alcohol and water in
half-gallon jars, to be sold as

T: ‘The Ultimate In Pollution”

“moonshine with a kick” This
product usually goes Lo city slumg
or_poor rural areas of the South
The appeal of hootleg liguor for
the drinker is that it is cheap
and powerful. It also is often read-
ily available where local laws re-
strict the sale of legal whisky. A
fifth of a gallon of moonshine
usually sells for about $2.50. A
fifth of legal whisky, 868 proof,
ts around $4.27 on the aver-

¢
age, or almost twice as much as
bootleg, Moonshine, moreover, is

usually 100 proof—30 per cent al-
cohol—or even stronger.
CRACK-DOWN

So the drive against bootlegging
is being stepped up. T. Coleman
Andrews, commissioner +of interne
al revenue, is determined to pre-
vent a revival of big-time boot-
legging and the rackets that ace
company its eperations. Commis-
sioner Andrews also has another
purpose in the drive that he is
now directing. That is tax collec-
tions. The bootlegger, by evading
the federal tax on liquor, cheats
the government of millions of dol-
lars a year in revenue. In fact, it
is as tax evaders that bootleggers
are punished.

Another approach to the probe
lem is urged by the legal distill-
ers, This group argues thal, as
long as taxes on whisky remain
as high as they are now, the prof-
its 10 be made from bootlegging
will stand out as an attraction
that is bound to interest more
and more criminals, Cut the
taxes on whisky, they argue, and
the problem of bootlegging will
solve itself by becoming unprofits
able.

Democratic Trend Forecast
By Major Political Pundits

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

FTER 17 days and several

thousand miles of travel in
five states, this reporter has
gained just one firm impression.
There really is a trend toward
the Democrats — although no
one can possibly say how strong
it is, or whether it will hold up
to Nov. 2

At this point, a “trend toward
the Democrats” ought to be de-
fined,

The traveling reporter, sfend
ing a few days in each of a
number of states, is not equipped
with a erystal ball. All he can
do is to talk to people who are
supposed to know what is going
on—the participants, chicfly the
candidates and other local poli-
ticians, and the spectator sports-
men, chiefly newspapermen.
When the Republican politicians
seem a little more scared than
usual, and the Democrats a lit
tle more confident than usual,
and when the spectator sports:
men think the local Republicans
may be in trouble—th
what it's worth, is a trend to-
ward the Democrats, And that,
for what it's worth, is what this
reporter found almost every-
where he went.
BARKLEY FAVORED

In Kentucky, hardly yone
thinks that the Republican in
cumbent, the able and extreme:
ly popular Sen. John Sherman
Cooper, has much of a chance
The most experienced State
House reporters guess old Al

ben Barkley's majority at bes
tween 60,000 and lrm 000. Coop-
er himself will on
fully that “they're :mnv to find
it tougher than they think.”

In West Virginia, 80-year-old
Sen. Matthew Neely (who, un-
like Barkley, has been by no
means unbeatable in the past)
chortled gleefully, “I've never
been more eonfident in my life.”
The West Virginia newspaper-
men, agree that Neely, at this
point, looks like the winner

In Ohio, where no Demoerat
has been elected to the Senate
for 20 years, Republican Rep.
George Bender is officially rat-
ed the favorite. But a whole se-
ries of special circumstance
favor the Democrat, Thomas
Burke, At least one very shrewd
Ohio reporter confided that he
was thinking of doing a littia
plunging, if he could find Re-
publicans willing to lay, say,
7 to 5 on Bender.
AN OFF CHANCE

In New York, W.
riman, who now seems almost
certain o get the Demoeratic
gubernatorial nomination, is an
unknown quantity as a candi-
date. But he is much admired,
and unlike his rival, Franklin D,
Roosevelt Jr., he has few en-
emies. Harriman is given at
least an off chance of recap-
turing the governor's mansion
in Albany for the Democrats
after 12 long years, despite tha
popularity of Sen. Irving Ives,
who will be the Republican can-
didate,

Averell Har-

Dulles Omits Quemoy—Reds Wonder

the defense of which he considered to be tect this “foolish island.”
a primary interest to the United States It was this quandary plus some col- take it
Acheson was accused of inviting Red lateral factors which finally led to the
1o dis gainst South Korea Denver meeting. The collateral factors
7 Dulles. continued the Cal- wers Fleet

ifornia congressman
to emphasize that

California
running

He said
against

“has now
the United

that
Kuchel,
speech about a “foolish island

seen fit
States 1is

Yorty, who is
had made a

with @ in Indochina.

A. A group of U, §
tary men are convinced that the
States sooner or later must {
down in the Pacific and that i
better to have a preventive
This
James Van Fleet, special adviser to Eis
enhower, who is so rabid on the subject
he talks to almost anyone. To some ex
includes
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
who vigorously advocated

naval and mili
United
ce a show
would be
war now
Gen,

85

group includes

Most
the chairman of
Adm. Radford,
intervention

be a long time before the Reds
even without U. 8
But Secretary

bawling out Brig. Gen

could
protection

Dulles' omission of Ques

moy from the areas for which the Seventh
would
changed
it would appear that it is ip nu-
category as

1950; namely
not defend but which could conceivably
embroil

Inside The Committee
interesting
l?le Senate

fight still
as far as the Reds know

remains  un-
And
me
South Korea prior to June
an area which we will

us in war

development inside

Ralph Zwicker,

Yet it was his treatment of Zwicker

Quemoy. The Pescadores are immediately
adjacent to the island of Formosa, ap-
proximately 90 miles from the Red Chi
nese mainland. and therefore much
easier te defend than the Chiang Kai
shek fortress of Quemoy. only three-and:
ahalf miles from the mainland.

The fact that Dulles failed to men
tion Quemoy was immediately noted by
the. Chinese, also by Congressman Sam
Yorly of California, who next day told
Congress:

“Former Secretary Dean Acheson was
severely criticized for omitting South
Korea when listing areas of the Pacifie,

name he couldn't even spell

This caused Yorty to put the State
Department on the spot by telegRiphing
Secretary Dulles for a flat answer as to
whether the United States would or
would not defend Quemoy. The State De-
partment replied that they did not want
to discuss the matter in writing, but
would confer with the congressman if he
woyld come to see them

Meanwhile the Reds seemed in just as
much of a quandary as Congressman
Yorty as to whether the United States
would or would not go to war o pro-

A

B. A group of Asiatics led by Dr. Sy
man Rhee of South Korea,
shek, plus the China lobby.
makes no secret of the fact

aroup
they
States go

The situation regarding Quemoy is
still fuzzy, despite the Denver meeting,
except that it appears the Seventh Fleet
will continue to protect the supply line
to the Chinese Nationalists on the island,
in other words, give what 1s called
“logistic aid." Pentagon officials say the
island is well garrisoned, and it will

which touched off all the furor. It
caused Seeretary of the Army Stevens to
say hé would not let his offifers testify
before McCarthy and resulted in weeks
of televised Senate controversy

During their secret closed-door hear-
i members of the kins Commi
(M‘ have pretty well decided to rap their
consin colieague on four of the five
munh against him. But, on the fifth
and final count—mistreating Gen. Zwicker
—they feel that Zwicker was evasiva
and shoud have answered McCarthy's
questions in a more forthright manner.




